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From: tamie ward
To: Court Of Appeals Filings
Cc: Supreme Court Filings; josephjefferson@schouse.gov; joejefferson@tds.net; seanbennett@scsenate.gov;

joebustos@schouse.gov
Subject: Status of Oral Arguments Video CD - Estate of Stephen Day Ward, Jr. (Ward v. Ward), Published Opinion No.

6073
Date: Tuesday, September 10, 2024 10:27:30 PM
Attachments: RequestLetterOralArgumentVideoCDEstateofStephenDayWard.pdf

CtrackCtAppPublishedOpinion6073EstateOfStephenDayWard.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

To:  South Carolina Court of Appeals
 Jenny Kitchings, Clerk of Court
 P. O. Box 11629
 Columbia,  SC  29211
 803.734.1890
 ctappfilings@sccourts.org

Dear Madam Clerk,

I am following up on the status of the oral argument video CD that I ordered a month ago for
the case referenced above.   Attached is a copy of my letter and confirmation from Bank of
America that my check cleared on 8/12/2024.  Also attached is a copy of the C-Track Public
Access Report that I routinely print when I am tracking a case.  

On 8/09/2024, I received a call from your staff acknowledging receipt of my letter and check. 
We had a brief discussion about my letter, in that I  was requesting a video CD and not an
audio CD.  This Court of Appeals oral argument was, and still is available for public viewing
on the sccourts.org website via the Video Portal (COA).   I requested that you be consulted
about this situation since my letter was addressed to you.  I was told that my check would be
held with my letter and that she would speak with you when you returned to work, as you
were not available at that time.  My check was cashed the following Monday.  I have not
received a call or email from anyone on your staff about my CD.  

Just to provide some background and context, I have been researching certain appellate cases
and following the process for Orders that originated in the Charleston County Probate Court,
as Probate Courts are courts of record.  During my research, I noticed Orders that were not
clock-stamped/not recorded/not filed pursuant to statutes prior to being issued by the
Court.  Some of these Orders (with only the signature and date of the judge), have gone up on
appeal to the Circuit Court and then the Court of Appeals.  Therefore, these Orders are part of
the record in the Public Index, in C-Track, and ultimately in Published Opinions (case law)
and Unpublished Opinions of the Court of Appeals.  I am aware that one of those cases is now
pending before the Supreme Court so I will continue to follow that process. 

Originally when I called the first time to ask about ordering a copy of oral arguments
and mailing my payment, it was my understanding that only the audio version was available. 
However, when I called about my second request, I learned that the actual video of the oral
argument was going to be converted to an audio version and that I would be receiving an
audio CD.  Although I did ask, I was not given a reason why other options aren't available
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for litigants and/or the general public who are willing to pay $20 for these oral arguments.  I
was informed that this is a long-standing practice of the Court of Appeals and that it has
always been done this way.  I also contacted Supreme Court Deputy Clerk of Court Brenda
Shealy about their process when I was considering ordering the oral argument in the much-
publicized case of State v. Jeroid Price which was heard last year in April 2023 and argued by
SCAG Alan Wilson and Defense Attorney Todd Rutherford.

I would like to suggest having a second option of ordering a video CD and perhaps even a
third option of having the ability to simply download the video.  This would eliminate the
need for CDs and/or DVDs altogether.  Please let me know if there are any questions or
concerns.  I am happy to contact someone else or another department about my suggestions.  I
just need to know where to go from here.  Today I watched the ETV live-stream of the
Supreme Court oral arguments at The Citadel in Charleston and I will watch tomorrow as
well, fascinating to watch!  I look forward to having this issue resolved.  Thank you. 

Tamie Ward
Summerville, SC
Historic District 2 - Berkeley, Charleston & Dorchester Counties
843.327.3540

cc:   Rep. Joseph Jefferson, District 102 (Berkeley & Dorchester Counties)
 Sen. Sean Bennett, District 38 (Berkeley, Charleston & Dorchester Counties)
 Rep. Joseph Bustos, District 112 (Charleston County)
 SC Supreme Court - Clerk of Court Patricia Howard, supctfilings@sccourts.org 
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