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DARLINGTON COUNTY SHERI+F’'S OFFICE

STATEMENT OF RIGHTS
(MIRANDA WAIVER)
X PLACE: Ao, s 2 LD w =

DATE: _ /2 -7-9¢
IME: SO -

BEFORE WE ASK YOU ANY QUESTIONS, YOU MUST UNDERSTAND YOUR RIGHTS.

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT.
ANYTHING YOU SAY CAN BE USED AGAINST YOU IN COURT.

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO TALK TO A LAWYER FOR ADVICE BEFORE WE ASK
YOU ANY QUESTIONS AND TO HAVE HIM WITH YOU DURING QUESTIONING.

IF YOU CANNOT AFFORD A LAWYER, ONE WILL BE APPOINTED FOR YOU
BEFORE QUESTIONING IF YOU WISH.

IF YOU DECIDE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS NOW WITHOUT HAVING A LAWYER
PRESENT, YOU WILL STILL HAVE THE RIGHT TO STOP ANSWERING AT ANY
TIME. YOU ALSO HAVE A RIGHT TO STOP AN SWERING AT ANY TIME UNTIL
YOU TALK TO A LAWYER.

WAIVER OF RIGHTS

I HAVE READ THIS STATEMENT OF MY RIGHTS AND I UNDERSTAND WHAT MY
RIGHTS ARE. I AM WILLING TO MAKE A STATEMENT AND ANSWER QUESTIONS.
I DO NOT WANT A LAWYER AT THIS TIME. I UNDERSTAND AND KNOW WHAT I
AM DOING. NO PROMISES OR THREATS HAVE BEEN MADE TO ME AND NO
PRESSURE OR COERCION OF ANY KIND HAS BEEN USED AGAINST ME.

SIGNED&/‘Q\/{ [@% A @\\/\ﬂ) /\\Q

WITNESS: 7/&%« It 2=
WITNESS: % %WZ/JW\

.POST OFFICE BOX 783 OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF TELEPHONE 803-398-4501
1621 HARRY BYRD HWY. DARLINGTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29532 FAX 803-398-4502
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I HAVE READ THIS STATEMENT OF MY RIGHTS AND I UNDERSTAND WHAT MY
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SIGNED/\\/ p)'\)n\ uﬁ&{ Y \\(\ B\?’MQ&Q GQ
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WITNESS: % > / / %

POST OFFICE BOX 783 OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF TELEPHONE 803-398-4501
1621 HARRY BYRD HWY. DARLINGTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29532 FAX 803-398-450C2




SOUTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION

FORENSIC SERVICES LABORATORY REPORT

DAVID M. BEASLEY

ROBERT M. STEWART
GOVERNOR

CHIEF
Latent Print Department
December 17, 1996
SLED Lab No.: L96-15566
Your Case No.: 96017983
Incident Date: 12-7-96
(V) Curtisha Wingate
Monty C. Thompson (8) Eric A. Graham
Darlington County Sheriff’s Office
PO Box 783
Darlington, SC 29532

This is an official report of the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division Forensic Services Laboratory and is to be used
in connection with an official criminal investigation. These examinations were conducted under your assurance that no
previous examinations of person(s) or evidence submitted in this case has been or will be conducted by any other Laboratory
or agency. :

Robert M. Stewart, Chief

South Carolina Law Enforcement Division

ITEM(S) SUBMITTED:
1 One (1) Hi-Point Model C 9mm pistol, serial #32764, plus one (1)

magazine, plus one (1) unfired round bearing the headstamp "CCI N R 9mm
LUGER" from chamber.

RESULTS OF EXAMINATION: Examinations and/or comparisons were conducted on
the previously listed item(s) of evidence with the following results.

v

1 Contain insufficient ridge detail for identification.
These examinations and comparisons were conducted by Special Agent John P.

. o [ T P T e ™ d et o e
Black, Exauines with this Tivision.
\)\ Q - Q{\\

John(fi>Black, Special Agent

JPB/bg

4416 Broad River Road, P.0. Box 21398, Columbia, South Carolina 29221-1398 Phone: (803) 896-7300




SOUWTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION

FORENSIC SERVICES LABORATORY REPORT

ROBERT M. STEWART
CHIEF

DAVID M, BEASLEY
GOVERNOR

Firearms Department
January 6, 1997

SLED Lab No.: L96-15566
Your Case No.: 96017983
Incident Date: 12/7/96
(V) Wingate, Curtisha

INVESTIGATOR MONTY C THOMPSON (S) Graham, Eric A.
DARLINGTON COUNTY SHERIFEFS OFFICE
PO .BOX 783

DARLINGTON SC 29532

This is an official report of the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division Forensic Services Laboratory and is to be used
in connection with an official criminal investigation. These examinations were conducted under your assurance that no previous
examinations of person(s) or evidence submitted in this case has been or will be conducted by any other Laboratory or agency.

Robert M. Stewart, Chief
South Carolina Law Enforcement Division

ITEM(S) SUBMITTED:

1 One Hi-Point Model C pistol; Smm Luger caliber; serial number
032764; with one unfired 9mm Luger caliber cartridge. (Please
note that the SLED Evidence Inventory Sheet indicates that the
serial number is “02764”. The correct number is 032764.)

4 One fired, “CCI” brand 9mm Luger caliber cartridge case.

RESULTS OF EXAMINATION: The Item 1 pistol was examined, test fired, and
found to be in working order. The trigger pull welght for this pistol was
measured and found to be 6 3/4 - 7 1/4 pounds. This weight is normal for
this type of pistol.

Test cartridge cases fired from the Item 1 pistol were compared with Item
4. Individual identifying characteristics were found, and it was concluded
that Item 4 was fired from the Item 1 pistol. The unfired Item 1 cartridge
was the same caliber, brand, and type as the Item 4 casing.

Vello Paavel, Senior Agent

VP/tsr

cc: Coroner Eldridge Norton
< CRNE (2

@)

4416 Broad River Road, P. O. Box 21398, Colu




SOUTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION

FORENSIC SERVICES LABORATORY REPORT L

DAVID M. BEASLEY

COVERVOR ROBERT M. STEWART

CHIEF

TOXICOLOGY DEPARTMENT

December 30, 1996

SLED Lab No: 19615566

Your Case No: 96017983

Incident Date: December 0~ <996
(V) Wingate, Curtisha

: (S) Graham, Eric
Monty C Thompson

Darlington County Sheriff's Office

P.0. Box 783

Darlington, ScC 29532

This is an official report of the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division Forensic Services Laboratory and is to be use

] . 0 . . . . . . : 3 * {l
In connection with an official criminal investigation. These examinations were conducted under your assurance that no previoys
Ty

examinations of person(s) or evidence submitted in this case has been or will be conducted by any other Laboratory or agenc-
Robert M. Stewart, Chief V;V'J
South Carolina Law Enforcément Division

ITEMS OF EVIDENCE:

Item 8: Blood labeled "Wingate, Curtisha"
RESULTS:

0.021 % blood alcohol found.

Item 9: Urine
' RESULTS:
Negative for ethanol in urine.

Negative screen for Barbiturates.
(Secobarbital et al.)
Urine threshold 0.2 mg/L; Blood threshold 2.0 ng/L.

Negative screen for Cocaine and/or Cocaine metabolites.
(Cocaine, benzoylecgonine, et al.)
Urine threshold 0.3 mg/L; blood threshold0.3 mng/L.

Negative screen for Opiates.
(Morphine, codeine, et al.)
Urine threshold 0.2 mg/L; blood threshold 0.2 mg/L.

4416 Broad River Road, P. O. Box 21398, Columbia, South Carolina 29221-1398 Phone (803) 89620



DAVID M. BEASLEY

SOUTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION

FORENSIC SERVICES LABORATORY REPORT

ROBERT M. STEWART
CHIEF

Trace Department

January 7, 1997

SLED Lab No: L96-15566

Your Case No: 96017583

Incident Date: 12-7-96

(S) Eric Graham

(V) Curtisha Wingate

GOVERNOR

MONTY THOMPSON
DARLINGTON COUNTY SO
P O BOX 783
DARLINGTON SC 29532

This is an official report of the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division Forensic Services Laboratory and is to be used
in connection with an official criminal investigation. These examinations were conducted under your assurance that no previous
examinations of person(s) or evidence submitted in this case has been or will be conducted by any other Laboratory or agency.

Robert M. Stewart, Chief
South Carolina Law Enforcement Division

5.

6'
7.

"ITEM(S) SUBMITTED

One (1) GSR Kit from Eric Graham
One (1) GSR Kit from Curtisha Wingate
One (1) GSR Kit from Curtisha Wingate taken at autopsy

RESULTS OF EXAMINATION(S)

In the samples submitted from E. Graham, the quantities of metals
detected on the hand regions do not indicate the presence of gunshot
residue. _ _ :

In the samples submitted from C. Wingate, the quantities of metals
detected on the hand regions do not indicate the presence of gunshot
residue.

In the samples submitted from C. Wingate (taken from autopsy), no
analysis performed.

These examinations were conducted by Lt. Joseph D. Powell, Forensic Trace

Evidence Supervisor with this Division. : <3\)<:;Q’§ﬁ§

JDP /ksw

Lt. Josepp D4 Powell
/=8-Y9
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4416 Broad River Road, P, O. Box 21398, Columbia, South Carolina 29221-1398 Phone (803) §96-7300
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 RECETVED JAN 13 1999
Autopsy Protocol . @E.@EE- ) & o ‘
'AR96-~237
Myrtle Beach, SC 29572 ) gw?mm ng%if
NAME: WINGATH, Curtilsha AGHR ¢ 17 '
RACE: Negrold o e SEX: Female

DATE OF DEATH: December 7, 1996
TIME OF DEATH: 1:30 a.m.

DATH O AUTOPRSY . December 7, 1996
TIME OF AUTOPRSY: 12,45 p.m.
AUTHORIZING AUTHORITY: W. Eldridge Norton
" - ’ Darlington County Coroner
South Carollna

PROSECTOR: REdward L. Proctor, Jr., M.D.

ASSISTANT : Leroy Rush

HIBTORY: This l7-year-old black female was allegedly shot
once 1n the submental area with an approximate 9 mm weapon.
By hlgtory from witnesgses, her boyfriend apparently pulled
out a gun and it dlgcharged striking her in this area. She
wasg pronounced deac and permission for autopsy was granted by
the Darlington County Coroner, Mr. W. Eldridge Norton.

EXTERNAL DRESCRIPTION; The body 1s ldentilfled ag Curtlsha
Wingate. 'T'he body 1s that of a well-developed, well-nourished
black female .appearingﬂapproximately—WZOWMyeHDS”of"age;“Tﬁe'
head 1s covered by black hair. There 1s a single gunshot
wound of entrance in the submental area of the chin. Thils ig
located 10.0 inches inferior to the top of Lhe head in  the
mldline. Thilis 1g a contact wound of entrance with lrregular
edges measuring 2.0 cm wlith edges opposed. There is a
surroundlng muzzle Imprint and abrasion . collar about the
entrance gsite. The path of this projectile ig Inferior 1o
superior penetrating the floor and roof ol the mouth, the
frontal ginuses, and the frontal skull. ‘'There is a gunshot
wound of exlt In the anterlor fore iead at the midllne. Thils
is an drregular exlt measuring 3.0 x 3.0 cm and shows
profrudlng and brain matter. The eyeqa are brown and the

puplls measure 0.5 cm bllaterally. The sclerae and
conjunctlvae are pale. There 1g a mild perlorltal edema and
recent contusion about the right eye. The ears appear
unremarkable., The nose contains a bloody dlscharge.

Palpation reveals a fracture of the nasal bridge. “The mouth
shows fractures of bolth the mandible and maxllla with
separation of both the upper and lower teeth. The teeth are
In  good repalr. - The neck 1ls supple wilhout masseg or
tracheal deviation. The chest g flat. The breasts contain no
masses. The abdomen 1s flat. The are no palpable magses or
fluld wave. The genitalias are those of a noral adult female.
The lower extremltles show a tattoo of the name Fric on the
right upper leg.flThe upper extremities and back appear




unremarkable.

INTERNAL DESCRIPTION: The body 18 opened in the usual manner
to reveal the thoracic and abdominal organs to lie in their
usual anatomlec positions. There ls no fluld in elther pleural
cavity. The pericardial sac contalns approximately 5,0 ce of
a clear fluld. The perltoneal cavity contalns no filuic.

HEART . The eplcardium contalnsg minimal fat. The myocardium
18 firm and tan. The endocardium 1s smooth.

LUNGS The pleural surfaces are agmooth and glistening.
Sections reveal a soft Spongy parenchyma.

KIDNEYS ., The capsules gtrlp to reveal anmooth cortical
surfaces. Sectilons reveal distinct corticomedullary
demarcations. The ureterg appear unremarkable. The bladder
Shows a flattened trabecular mucosa and contalns

approximately 15.0 cc of yellow urilne,

GYN ORGANS: Amsmall‘uterus, ovaries, and fallopian tubesg are

present. These appear grossly normal. Sections of the uterus

reveal no evidence of an Intrauter.ine preguarncy.

BPLEEN The capsule 1is slate drey. Sections reveal a soft
pulp.

PANCREAS: RExamination ig unremarkable.

BRAIN: The scalp 18 reflected to Feveal multiple calvarlal
fractures. The calvarium 13 removed and approximately 30-40
cc of blood and blood clots are noted withln the aubdural and
subarachnoid spaces. "There is a defect within the anterior
calvarium from the area of the bullet exlt. There 1g
extensive flattening of the ugual sulci and gyri. There is
promlinent wmaceration and pulpatlion of the left frontal lobe,
There 1s evidence of acute contusgsion Wwlth punctate
hemorrhages within nimerous parenchymal areas. The bagilar
skull shows multiple fractures acrogs the frontal and orbltal
plates. A projectile Is not recovered.

Vitreous, blood, and urine were obhtalned. A gunshot residue
examination was performec on the handg. Ingpection of the

hands revealed no eviderice of materilal underlying the
fingernalls,

MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION:

LUNGS . Sections reveal a mild congestlion of the alveolar
septal capilllarieg. Scattered alveolar spaces contaln
minimal aggregatey of a plnk edema fluld and rare
extravasated red blood cells, The bronchl are lined by a
uniform resplratory mucosa.

KIDNEYS: Sections reveal a mild congestion of the glomerular
capilllarieg, The tubulesg and Interstitium appear




unremarkable .
HEART, Sectlons reveal intact myocardlal filbers.
LIVER: Sectlons reveal an Intact lobular architecture.

Central velns appear histologically normal. Portal areas
show minlmal fibrogls and normal appearing blle ducts.

BRAIN;: Sectlions revesal a generallvzed edema and dlffuse
contuslion characterized by & marked vascular congestion and
multlfocal areas of red cell egxtravasat lon Into the

surrounding parenchyma.

BLOCK SUMMARY: »n - lungs; B - heart, liver, kidney; ¢ -
brain.

CASE SUMMARY :

At autopsy, examination revealed a single gunshot wound of
entrance 1ln the submental area. Thls wound was located 10.0
inches inferior to the top of the head within the gsubmental
area of the chin, The wound was a contact wounct wlth
irregular edges exhibing a surrounding muzzle imprint. The
path of the prolectlle was Inferior to superlor penetrating
the skin and soft tilgssues at the submental area and passing
through the floor and roof of mouth, maxllilary sinuseg,
frontal skull, and brain and exlted throuygh the frontal
calvarlum. There were aggoclated multiple fractures of the
faclal bones and nasal bridge as well as extensive edema,
hemorrhage, ancl maceration oF the cervebral tlsuues,
Microscoplc evaluatlion revealed @ generallzed cerebral edema
With exlenslve acute contuslon.  Addltlional findlngs revealed
8 generallzed vigceral congestion.

In summary, Lhlg 17-year-old black female diled ag he result
of & single gunshot wound to the head. Pased upon
informatilon from, inveslilgative authorltles aud the findings
of &a contact wound wilth muzzle imprint, the manner of dealh
ls best clagslfled as homlcice,
FINAL AUTOPSY DIAGNOSES:

I. GUNSHOT WOUND TO HEAD

A. ENTRANCE: CONTACT ENTRANCE SUBMENTAL AREA WTITH
MUZZLE IMPRTNT AND SURROUNDING ABRASTION.

B. PATH: INFERIOR 'rO SUPERIOR PENETRATING F1,OOR
OF MOUTH, ROOF OF MOUTH, MAXTLLARY SINUSHS,
BRAIN, AND FRONTAL CALVARIUM.

C. EXIT: FRONTAL CALVARIUM A1 MIDLINE.

D.  EXTHENSIVE MACERATION AND PULPATION BRAIN.

E.  INTRACRANIAL HEMORRIAGH 30-40 CC,




10
II. SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS:
A. GENERALIZED VISCRERAL CONGESTION.
B.  BLOOD KIHANOL - TO DARLINGTON COUNTY CORONER.,
C. URINE DRUG SCREEN - TO DARLINGTION COUNTY CORONOIR.
CAUSE OF DEATH: GUNSHOT WOUND TO HEAD.

HOMICIDE,
. j \\,\2..

MANNER OF DEA

Ao

Hdward L. Proctor, Jv.,, M.Pw—
Forensic Rathologist
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