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To: Court Of Appeals Filings
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Subject: Motion to Seal in 2024-000105
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Attachments: Taylor cover letter to Clerk Kitchings with Motion to Seal in Hyde, 10.18.2024.pdf

Taylor Proof of Service of Motion to Seal in Hyde on 10.18.2024.pdf
Exhibit B to Motion to Seal, 10.18.2024.pdf
Exhibit A to Motion to Seal, 10.18.2024.pdf
TURNER-HYDE-Motion to Seal 10-18.2024 FINAL for filing.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Clerk Kitchings—Good Friday afternoon to you and your staff.
 
I represent the Appellant Turner’s Marina, LLC. I am attaching to this email transmittal, a
copy of the Motion to Seal, Exhibits A and B, and the Proof of Service, that are being
deposited in the US Mail today. A check is also in the US Mail to you for the filing fee and
cover letter.
 
I’ve only attached a copy of the outside of the sealed Exhibit A; the US Mail package has
the sealed envelope and enclosed documents of course. Mr. Patterson and Mr. Williams
are also receiving a full copy of Exhibit A in the US Mail.
 
Thank you for your assistance. I hope you have a great weekend. Please let me know if
you need anything else from me in connection with this unusual motion.
 
Best.
 
Tom Taylor
 

Thomas C. Taylor
Law Office of Thomas C. Taylor, LLC                      PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW MAILING ADDRESS:
10 Pinckney Colony Road                                            P.O. Box 1808, Bluffton, SC 29910-
1808                                                                         
Building 400                                                                                          
Bluffton, SC 29909                                                       
843-785-5050 (office)
843-301-6900 (cell)
 
CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION:  The information contained in this message may contain legally
privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the individual or entity named
above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or duplication  of this transmission is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify this Law Office by telephone call or e-mail
immediately and return the original message to me and destroy all printed and electronic copies.
Nothing in this e-mail is intended to be an electronic signature nor to constitute an agreement of
any kind under applicable law unless otherwise expressly stated. The intentional interception or
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


IN THE COURT OF APPEALS 


    


 


The Honorable Diane Schafer Goodstein 


Beaufort County 


Trial Court Case No. 2021-CP-07-02165 


    


 


APPELLATE CASE NO. 2024-000105 


    


 


Turner’s Marina, LLC,           Appellant, 


 


v. 


 


Daniel Hyde, Laura Hyde and 


John William Caput,                                                                                        Respondents. 


 


    


APPELLANT’S MOTION TO SEAL CERTAIN EXHIBITS DESIGNATED IN 


RECORD ON APPEAL and TO STAY BRIEFING PENDING ORDER ON 


MOTION 


    


  


 On April 4, 2024, the Appellant filed its Initial Brief and Designation of Matter in 


this matter. Included within the Appellant’s Designation of Matter, at No. 14, were 


“Documents submitted to Judge Sprouse for in camera review on June 16, 2023 (to be 


SEALED).” Specifically, those documents are: 


 


a. Turner’s Marina – Campground Profit & Loss, January through December 2018; 


 


b. Turner’s Marina – Hilton Head Harbor Profit & Loss, January through December 


2018; 
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c. Turner’s Marina – Campground Profit & Loss, January through December 2019; 


 


d. Turner’s Marina – Hilton Head Harbor Profit & Loss, January through December 


2019; 


 


e. Turner’s Marina – Campground Profit & Loss, January through December 2020; 


 


f. Turner’s Marina – Hilton Head Harbor Profit & Loss, January through December 


2020; 


 


g. Turner’s Marina – Campground Profit & Loss, January through December 2021; 


 


h. Turner’s Marina – Hilton Head Harbor Profit & Loss, January through 


December, 2021; 


 


i. Turner’s Marina – Campground Profit & Loss, January through December 2022; 


 


j. Turner’s Marina – Hilton Head Harbor Profit & Loss, January through 


December, 2022; 


 


k. Turner’s Marina LLC’s Federal Income Tax Return for 2018; 


 


l. Turner’s Marina LLC’s Federal Income Tax Return for 2019; 


 


m. Turner’s Marina LLC’s Federal Income Tax for 2020; and,  


 


n. Turner’s Marina LLC’s Federal Income Tax for 2021.  


 


 The Appellant, pursuant to SCRCP 41.1(b) and Ex parted Capital U-Drive-It, Inc., 


369 S.C.1, 12, 630 S.E.2nd 464, 470 (2006), hereby moves this Court for an Order  sealing 


these designated exhibits and requests the Court stay the briefing schedule until an Order 


issues on this Motion. The Appellant asks the Court to seal the entirety of these documents 


from public dissemination because all of the documents contain highly confidential financial 


information of the Appellant Turner’s Marina, LLC, which should not be disclosed to the 


general public, and which was the basis of the Appellant’s original objection to its production 


during discovery. See the attached documents submitted in the sealed attachment labeled 
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Exhibit A--“Confidential Information to be submitted to Court in Connection with the 


Motion to Seal.” 


 


 The Appellant respectfully urges the Court to recognize that sealing the documents 


in toto is the only remedy to protect the overall confidentiality of the financial information, 


the dissemination of which would prejudice Turner’s Marina, LLC’s operation of the rental 


property program in the campground and its marina, in the highly competitive world of 


“RV’ing.” The documents are composed completely of highly confidential financial 


information, and any less drastic alternative—such as redaction of certain entries on the 


documents—will not afford adequate protection. In addition, the movant Turner’s Marina, 


LLC responds as follows to the factors to be considered by the Court: 


 


A. Ensuring the parties’ right to a fair trial or hearing: The sealing of the highly 


confidential financial documents will not affect any of the parties’ rights to a fair 


hearing on the appeal, because no issues in this appeal actually revolve around 


the detailed financial information contained within the documents. The issues in 


this appeal are whether the lower Court erred in holding the Plaintiff in criminal 


contempt; whether the lower Court erred in considering an unsubstantiated 


allegation made in oral argument before Judge Goodstein questioning whether 


“full and complete Financial Statements were provided to Judge Sprouse for his 


in camera review;” whether the Court erred in ordering the Plaintiff to pay $5,000 


for the Respondents to use for taking unknown future depositions; and, whether 


the Court erred in ordering the Appellant to pay attorneys’ fees to the 
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Respondents for professional services rendered prior to the filing of the Motions 


To Hold Plaintiff in Contempt. This is not an appeal of Judge Sprouse’s Order to 


produce the documents themselves; the documents were produced and the 


Respondents have the documents. And the issue of whether the Respondents 


must hold the contents of the documents in confidence is controlled by the signed 


and filed Consent Confidentiality And Protective Order, a copy of which is 


attached hereto as Exhibit B.  


 


B. The need for witness cooperation: There is no issue involving the need for 


witness cooperation before this Court. 


 


C. The reliance of the parties upon expectations of confidentiality of the proceeding: 


The parties all signed the Consent Confidentiality and Protective Order attached 


as Exhibit B before the original hearing in the lower Court, and thus all parties 


are relying upon the expectations of confidentiality contained therein, and were 


certainly entitled to reply upon it in this appeal. 


 


D. The public or professional significance of the proceeding: There is no public nor 


professional significance of this proceeding other than to the parties, and 


specifically, to the Appellant Turners Marina, LLC to protect its highly 


confidential financial information. 


 


E. The perceived harm to the parties from disclosure: The disclosure of highly 


confidential financial information from the Appellant’s federal and state tax 
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returns, as well as the detailed information from the “profit and loss statements” 


is self-evident. The Appellant operates the rental program at the 200 lot 


campground, and operates a multi-faceted marina on the Intracoastal Waterway, 


both of which exist in a highly competitive market in the Lowcountry of South 


Carolina.  


 


F. Why alternatives other than sealing the documents are not available to protect 


legitimate private interests: As noted above, these specific documents at issue 


contain detailed profit and loss numbers or are actual income tax returns, and 


there are no available alternatives aside from the complete redaction of all entries, 


which would render the Court’s review of the redacted documents useless.  


 


G. Why the public interest, including, but not limited to, the public health and safety, 


is best served by sealing the documents: There is no legitimate “public interest” 


in the highly confidential financial documents or federal and state tax returns of 


the Appellant Turner’s Marina LLC. There is no possible argument that public 


health and safety is in any way impacted by—or related to—the issues in this 


appeal. On the contrary, there is every reason that the general public interest 


would be best served by the sealing of these documents so that other potential 


litigants who simply seek to enforce the clear terms of a contract will not be afraid 


to defend their rights and insist upon adherence to a contract, in the face of 


potentially exposing themselves to revealing their highly confidential financial 


information in the discovery process. The Respondents have, since the discovery 
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phase of the lower court suit, sought to improperly gain access to this confidential 


financial information when they had no legitimate interest in it. 


 


 The Court may also consider the overall public interest in this proceeding, which is 


none. The litigants are all private entities, with no public status and the issues at play mean 


nothing to the general public, and release of the information into the public sector would not 


enhance the public’s understanding of any important historical event. The public does not 


have (and does not need) prior access to the information, and the Respondents already have 


the information. And whatever decision this Court reaches, it will neither sustain nor offend 


the fundamental interests of public access to private, confidential financial records, because 


there is no proper interest of public access to these records. There are no other relevant 


factors to be considered. 


 


 WHEREFORE, Appellant Turner’s Marina, LLC moves this honorable Court to 


allow the filing under seal of the designated records (described in No. 14 of the Appellant’s 


Designation of Matter and copies of which are attached) and the staying of further briefing 


pending the Court’s Order on this Motion.  


  


      Respectfully submitted, 


       Law Office of Thomas C. Taylor, LLC 


       s/Thomas C. Taylor    


      Thomas C. Taylor 


      SC Bar No.: 5499 


      P.O. Box 1808, Bluffton, SC 29910-1808  


      Phone: 843-785-5050; Fax: 843-738-4502 


      Email: tom@thomastaylorlaw.com 


October 18, 2024    ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF 


Bluffton, South Carolina   TURNER’S MARINA LLC 
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dissemination of electronic mail not belonging to you, may violate federal and/or state law.
 
IRS CIRCULAR 230 NOTICE:  Internal Revenue Service regulations generally provide that, for the
purpose of avoiding tax penalties, a taxpayer may rely only on  formal written advice meeting
specific requirements. Any tax advice in this message, or in any attachments to this message, does
not meet those requirements. Accordingly, any such tax advice was not intended or written to be
used, and it cannot be used, for the purpose of avoiding federal tax penalties that may be imposed
on you or for the purpose of promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any tax-
related matters.
 


