
From: Stock, Chris
To: Court Of Appeals Filings
Cc: SC - BROWN MELODY; Angela Brown; Alexander, David
Subject: 2022-001268 - The State v. Arkevus Jimon Cauthen - Brief of Appellant
Date: Monday, October 21, 2024 5:28:28 PM
Attachments: 2022-001268 - The State v. Arkevus Jimon Cauthen - Proposed Transportation Order.pdf

2022-001268 - The State v. Arkevus Jimon Cauthen - Brief of Appellant.pdf
2022-001268 - The State v. Arkevus Jimon Cauthen - Supplemental Record on Appeal.pdf
2022-001268 - The State v. Arkevus Jimon Cauthen - Brief of Appellant - proof of service.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good afternoon,
 
Please find attached for filing the brief of appellant, supplemental record on appeal, proposed
transportation order and proof of service in the matter of the above-referenced case.
Opposing Counsel is copied on the email.
 
If you have any questions, please let me know.
 
Thank you,
 
Chris Stock
Administrative Assistant
Commission on Indigent Defense
Appellate Division
(803) 734-1330
 
 

This communication and any attachment thereto is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named
herein, and may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended
recipient of this e-mail, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, utilization, distribution or copying
of this e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error
please notify the Commission on Indigent Defense immediately and permanently delete the original and
any copy of any e-mail and any printout thereof. SCCID may be reached by using the email address of the
sender, or at 803-734-1343.

mailto:cstock@sccid.sc.gov
mailto:ctappfilings@sccourts.org
mailto:MBrown@scag.gov
mailto:abennett@scag.gov
mailto:dalexander@sccid.sc.gov



SOUTH CAROLINA COMMISSION ON INDIGENT DEFENSE 


Division of Appellate Defense 
1330 Lady Street, Suite 401 
Columbia, South Carolina 29201-3332 
Post Office Box 11589 
Columbia, South Carolina 29211-1589 
Telephone: (803) 734-1330 
Facsimile: (803) 734-1397 


Robert M. Dudek, Chief Appellate Defender 
Wanda H. Carter, Deputy Chief Appellate Defender 


October 21, 2024 


The Honorable Jenny A. Kitchings 
Clerk, S.C. Court of Appeals 
Post Office Box 11629 
Columbia, South Carolina 29211 


Re: The State v. Arkevus Jimon Cauthen 
Appellate Case No. 2022-001268 


Dear Ms. Kitchings: 


Enclosed is a proposed order in the above case. By copy of this letter, we are also 
forwarding a copy of this proposed order to Melody J. Brown, Esquire. Thank you for your 
assistance in this matter. 


DAA/cws 


cc: Melody J. Brown, Esquire 


Sin
�


--,£....--­David Alexander 
Appellate Defe der 

































































 
 


 
 


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
 


IN THE COURT OF APPEALS 
____________ 


 
Appeal from Lancaster County 


 
Honorable Brian M. Gibbons, Circuit Court Judge 


____________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


APPELLATE CASE NO. 2022-001268 
____________ 


 
SUPPLEMENTAL RECORD ON APPEAL 


____________ 
 


 
DAVID ALEXANDER 
Deputy Chief Attorney for Capital Appeals 
 
South Carolina Commission on Indigent 
Defense 
Division of Appellate Defense 
PO Box 11589 
Columbia, SC 29211-1589 
(803) 734-1330 
 
ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT 
 


ALAN WILSON 
Attorney General 
 
MELODY J. BROWN 
Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General 
Rembert Dennis Building 
1000 Assembly Street, Room 519 
Columbia, SC  29201 
(803)734-3727 
 
RANDY E. NEWMAN, JR 
Solicitor, Sixth Judicial Circuit 
104 N. Main Street 
Lancaster, SC 29729 
(803) 416-9367 
 
ATTORNEYS FOR RESPONDENT 


 


THE STATE, 
 
                                                                                  RESPONDENT, 
                                             
                                                V. 
 
ARKEVUS JIMON CAUTHEN,      
                                                                              
                                                                                  APPELLANT 
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INDEX ............................................................................................................................................. i 
 
COURT’S EXHIBIT #3 (SEARCH WARRANT) ..........................................................................1 
 
CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL ......................................................................................................6 
 


 
THE FOLLOWING EXHIBITS ARE ON FILE WITH THIS COURT: 


 
STATE’S EXHIBITS #52, 53, 55, 57, 58 (PHOTOS) 
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SOVTH CAROLINA 


AFFIDAVIT 


County Of LANCASTER 


Personally appeared before me, one Inv. Spencer Mclnvaille who, being duly sworn, says that there is 
probable cause to believe that certain property subject to seizure under provisions of Section 17-13-140, 19-76 Code of 
Laws of South Carolina, as amended, is located on the following premises in this County. 


DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY SOUGHT 


Any and all evidence related to the recent murdei of the victim Sandra Johnson to include but not limited to 
photographs, any blood stained items including a dark pair of blue jeans, a stripped collared polo shirt and a dark colored 
pair of shoes with light colored bottoms. Any kind of sharp objects that may have been used to cause the stab waumrao11 
the victim. Any electronic devices to include, but not limited to cell phones, tablets, computers found on the premises. 


DESCRIPTION OF PREMISES (PERSON, PLACE, OR THING), 
TO BE SEARCHED 


The property to be searched is located at 201 Reeves Street Heath Springs, SC which is in the courity oflancaster and: 
the residence of suspect Arkevus Cauthen. To locate the residence from the intersection of Kershaw Camden Highway: 
and W Caston Street traveling south, make a right hand turn onto W. Caston Street. Travel .3 miles and make a left an.ta 
Hammond Street. Travel 377 feet and turn left onto W. Perry Street. Travel 55 feet and tum right onto Truesdale Street 
Travel .1 mile and turn left onto Pine Street. Travel 190 feet and turn right onto Reeves Street. Thedesti11atio11/target 
residence will be on the left hand side and is clearly marked with the numeric "201 ". The residence is a brick single star,, 
dwelling with a driveway that enters to the right hand side of the residence. The residence has an open brick front parch 
with two white pillers (photo included). The search is to include all attics, basements, locked or unlocked containers, 
outbuildings, storage sheds, trash areas and trash containers, attached or unattached. Any vehicles located 011 the 
premises including trunks and closed or lacked containers therein. 


REASON FOR AFFIANT'S BELIEF THAT THE 
PROPERTY SOUGHT IS ON THE SUBJECT PREMISES 


I, Spencer Mclnvaille, being duly sworn, depose and say: 
I am a police officer certified in South Carolina. I am employed by the Lancaster Caurity Sheriffs Office and 


currently assigned ta the Investigations Division. I am authorized ta make searches, seizures, and arrests. 


On 05-24-16 at 12:30 p.m. the Lancaster County Public Safety Communications received a 911 call from a female subject identifying 
herself as Cassandra Asgill. Asgill reported that she had found the body of her mother Sandra Johnson in her mother's residence 
located at 324 Depot Street in Heath Springs, SC (Lancaster County). Asgill believed that her mother's death seemed· suspicious due. 
to some possibl� injury she observed on her mother's chest and since she found her mother's back door unlocked. ft is the victim's 
habit to keep th¢ door locked. 


Deputies responded and found the 55 year old Johnson deeeased inside the bathroom of the residence on Depot Street as reported by 
the complainant. Inv. Jennifer Rumbaugh also went inside the residence to assess the scene. Inv. Rumbaugh observed that the female 
victim was lying cin the batlu·oom floor with her feet in the bathtub. Inv. Rumbaugh also noted that the water was running in the 
bathtub. Inv. Rµmbaugh observed what she believed to be possibly six stab wounds on the victim's upper torso,. specifically in her 
chest and stomach. Inv. Rumbaugh a lso noted blood on the victim's neck, but could not tell if there was additional injury in that area. 
In further investigation informatio;, was received that Arkevus Cauthen had previous relations witl1 the victim before being 
incarcerated and had just recently been released from jail. While a search warrant was being executed at the victim's residence, a cell 
phone belonging to the victim was located on the coffee table. After the crime scene of this area was tagged and photographed,. 
Investigators seized this phone. The last ca ll in the phone was from "Kee" 980-269-6107 at 6:30PM on May 20, 2016that lasted: I 
minute and 32 secopds. When family members were asked who "Kee" was they advised cimtwas Arkevus Cauthen. When speaking 
with residents in the area information was received that Cauthen was seen on this evening (5/20/16) walking down Depot !Drive in the 
direction of the victims residence. The same individual also is said to have observed Cauthen later that night walking from the 
direction of the victim's residence with one of the victim1s dogs. Through speaking with residents, information was also received:that 
Cauthen had previously physically and sexually assaulted the victim. 
Video surveillance was located at The Swami Mart from the evening of 5/20/ 16, Cauthen came into this location in dark blue jeans, a 
stripped collared polo shirt with a black in color doo rag on his head and was also wearing dark in color shoes with light in color 
bottoms. The footage also showed Cauthen purchase an lcehouse beet·. In a verbal consent to re-enter and search the incident location 
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AFFADAVIT CONTINUED: 


from the victim's sibJing, a black in color doo rag was located in the rear left bedroom from the front door on 5/25/16. Crime scene. 
Investigator K. Taylor advised that while executing the seatch warrant of the incident location, a black in color doo rag was located in 
the bedroom to the right as you enter the back door on tl1e floor by the dresser in plain view. This item was photographed, collected 
and entered into evidence. On. 5/24/161 the father of the vfctim's children, Eli Asgill, went to the Swami 'Mmt on this evening after the 
victim's body was discovered and observed 
Cauthen standing outside. AsgiU advised that when Cauthen saw him he, Cauthen disappeared from the location. CassandraA.sgil!; Jhei 
daughter of the victim also advised that the last she heard from the victim of someone coming to fl1e residence it was supposed to !,e 
Cauthen. 
After the autopsy:on 5125/16, i, was determined that the victim had approximately 27 stab wound.son her stom�ch and• chest area anp i 
also numerous stab wounds in the neck area. A witness reported to one of the victim's daughters that the witness saw �authen on ffi'Y i
25, 2016, and observed scratches on Cauthen's neck and a bite mark on one of his arms. ' ' • • ,
It is the heliefofjhe affiant that evidence that could assist in the investigation of this case will be located at Cauth�n's;residence ofio1j 
Reeves Sh·eet ih l;leath Springsi SC to inclt\de. clothing and shoes worn by Cauthen, any objects cqnsistent with the wounds :on thJ • ;
victim and/or a�Yelectronics etc. 


• 
! 


Sworn to nnd SubscJ'ibed before me 
this _ _,,.,:!<!.. ___ dny of @!4J , 2016 


Address 1520 Pageland Hwy. 


Lnncestc:r, South Cnrolinn, 


Phone -�<8�0�3�J 3�1�3�-2�1�46�-------' 


i 
i 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


County of LANCASTER 


SEARCH WARRANT 


Fonn ·nppro,•cd by 
l�.C. Attorney Ocuernl 
lsec1irin 17-13-160 
iMil1ch 15, l 978 


TO ANY BOUNDED LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR COUNTY OR OF THE. MUN,ICIPALITI 
OF LANCASTER COUNTY 


It appearing rrd�the attached affidavit that there are reasonable grounds to believe that certain propert.Y subject to 
seizure under i?rroVisions of Section 17-13-140, 1976 Code of Laws of South Carolina., as amended, is located on the 
follov.ring prem�res: 


·t, 
• 


DESCRIPTION OF PREMISES (PERSON, PLACE OR THING), 


TO BE SEARCHED 
The property Jo be searched is located at 201 Reeves Street Heath Springs, SC which is in the county of Lancaster and:
the residence:ot.suspect Arkevus Cauthen. To locate the residence form the intersection of Kershaw Camden klighway. 
and W Caston Street traveling south, make a right hand turn onto W. Caston Street. Travel .3 milesand:mal<e-aleftonta 
Hammond S\reet. Travel 377 feet and turn left.onto W. Perry Street. Travel 55 feet and turn right onto Truesdale-Street. 


Travel .1 m'rle and turn left;onto Pin� Street. Travel, 190 feetand turn right onto Reeves Street. The-destination/target. 
residence wi((lbe on the left hand side a.nd is clearly marked with the numeric "201".; The residence- is, a brick single- story 
dwelling with' a driveway that enters to the right hand side of the residence. The residence has an open brick front porch 


with two whitepillers (photo included). The search is to include all attics, basements, locked: or unlockecl:containers, 
outbuildings, storage sheds, trash areas and trash containers, attached or unattached. Any vehicles located: on the' 


premises including trunks and closed or locked containers therein. 


DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 


Any and all evidence related to the recent murder of the victim Sandra Johnson to include bu.t not limited: to 
photographs, any blood stained items including a dark pair of blue jeans, a stripped collared: polo shirt and: a dank colored: 
pair of shoes with light colored bottoms. Any kind of sharp objects that may have been used to cause-the-stab wounds on 
the victim. Any electronic devices to include, but not limited to cell phones, tablets, computers found on the premises. 


This Search Warrant shall not be valid for more than ten days from the date of issuance. 


A written inventory of all property seized pursuant to this Search Warrant shall be made t0 


within ten days from the date of this warrant, such inventory to be signed by the officer executing this 
warrant, and a copy of such inventory shall be furnished to the person whose premises are searched if 
demand for such copy is made. 


A copy of this Search Warrant shall be delivered to the person in charge of the premises searched at the 
time of such search if practicable, and, if not, to such person as soon thereafter as is practicable; in the event 
the identity of the person in charge is not known or if such person cannot be found after reasonable diligence 7...:;:•• ilia Pfil•=• • ooe, shall 0: :::4• p�e = ,uch pcenrl'.'" 


� l- f"' 2016 �r�.,,.,..L. (L.S.), 
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SCC�/513 
(3-78) 


RETURN 


I received the attached Search Warrant �.5�-�d-�5�---- , 2016, and have executec:I: lt aa follows: 


On 5 - d-S , 2016, at _ __;d=-c
0


''---'----I Y---'--------- o'clock P M,,.]searefued' 


(the person) described in the warrant and (the premises) 


I left a copy of the warrant with --�R���s�\��"=r,�C·=''----------------­
Name of person searched or "at the place of search" with. 
Together with a receipt for the items seized. 


The following ls an inventory of property taken pursuant to the warrant: __________ _ 


I- �·.as:flY' -:i.: ..... v,-r'<>f'U, e,9W¼<"� \o�l...\ $\\.I/or P!-"•\.vor SN 'fl.3,$11, \:. .. �-�\"'Zs"�� 
\;»\--\:::, 'b\\�\r,,,-,0.1. t_.,�1,, ��1"''\ s:i.u.•�� '<:cw�:,rns::: c.:::, ;;, •<>�•�'> <s.+ .,}',�</,�=


�" d'.'1<'.{.fro � ... :i't,, B,,,.;�") \.'-'--\,� c '\:-..Yf"' ::S::,;..v l,,. "-\<- �'-\ Cl"( �C...� \,,_�.,""


5:,.,�_;;';\1,. t:::::,t ��'½ �.:.-.:-i c.,-,,,., e1 �\ ,<:,�.,_
�- �-- S<,.� "tn-i ""- -�-'1M-\.,,'-�� \ <;,\� �\'\\\�,,.Cr,\.\\. t� �.:,1-� \A,_ S;.\-,."" A.C.. 11':,,1c.,,....,,


'-\- o-', ��@"'"' ,·"'"· ½,�k1>\0<0c¾� '°'?'X(,r', �'T-si,,,.i,;b\i\b,), <:J ':.ohJ ;:\.f:,,.,_ /4LC,€;,\ r 
(: l l . I�('..,\, . b\,,c-k . ,\_ i 


·L-��


I - ?;•,-c �· ""-· A, ,C, -


§,\s,,<; �:Ll' Lb ,-h.\,,,....._N �.,';, (\�> �o,\., 1:�.,l,,..1.;1
'-=>


...::,\...;\.t-.,\br � <::.'"""'....., \�,z��� 
�\(;,I.:,� 7::.V\.\J. lw\..�1c,1\.; s.,\,); c:. 5.,_e.,_::) (l...r- � .. .1r,� ()-; •-�r-


. 


.e,Bi,Jro 


s '-'-:. "t_L �Y>o1, \;-,.�.:�'""' \.,, 1::-., � � .. \� 't"�� �- J.,_ � \...\J\it It\� ::;t-.,}.....s; A, c.
• · ' �,. 'c)c 


�s ... ": 


This inventory was made in the presence of -'-''P"-'-w.L14"4-,.w:c'-'--'i:.,_,,'--'-',:.,µ..,.,_c!-"'-'""'-�=="44--


AND !-. ��-,\ /_.i,. /h ,/,,,.,,_, � 
I swear that this Inventory ls a true and detailed account of all the property tal<en by me 0n the wam:ant. 


?' 
ti. 


SWORN to before me this -,.:,;,f..---=-"'--------


day of },fo.
( 


gnature of Judge, 
RI f/.'oD ;:,-.. 


, 2016 


(L.S.) 
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From: Stock, Chris
To: SC - BROWN MELODY; Angela Brown
Cc: Alexander, David
Subject: 2022-001268 - The State v. Arkevus Jimon Cauthen - Brief of Appellant
Date: Monday, October 21, 2024 5:24:00 PM
Attachments: 2022-001268 - The State v. Arkevus Jimon Cauthen - Supplemental Record on Appeal.pdf


2022-001268 - The State v. Arkevus Jimon Cauthen - Brief of Appellant - AG Cover Letter.pdf
2022-001268 - The State v. Arkevus Jimon Cauthen - Brief of Appellant.pdf
2022-001268 - The State v. Arkevus Jimon Cauthen - Proposed Transportation Order.pdf


Ms. Brown,
 
Attached for service are the brief of appellant, supplemental record on appeal and proposed
transportation order for Arkevus Jimon Cauthen’s appeal which will be filed with the Court of
Appeals today.
 
If you have any questions, please let me know.
 
Thank you,
 
Chris Stock
Administrative Assistant
Commission on Indigent Defense
Appellate Division
(803) 734-1330
 



https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___mailto:cstock@sccid.sc.gov___.YzJ1OnNjanVkaWNpYWw6YzpvOjVmMDFkNmYxYWFmOTUzZTQ3ZjQ4NTM1ZDdiYWZiYzcwOjY6MWUzNTphZjU5NjcwMmFmNmU2NWVhNWQ3ODE3OTg4MmE1N2U0ZjFlNmQ0YTMxYmM2NDBlZGNmYTEzZmUxNDQzNTc4YTEyOnA6VDpO

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___mailto:MBrown@scag.gov___.YzJ1OnNjanVkaWNpYWw6YzpvOjVmMDFkNmYxYWFmOTUzZTQ3ZjQ4NTM1ZDdiYWZiYzcwOjY6MWM5MDo2MmY5MWNjMGM5ZDE3YzZiNTA2MWU2ZTI0MTI5N2FjYzBjNTg3YWU0Yzc0MzdlMTFhNzMxMTdkNDQwMWNhNzVjOnA6VDpO

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___mailto:abennett@scag.gov___.YzJ1OnNjanVkaWNpYWw6YzpvOjVmMDFkNmYxYWFmOTUzZTQ3ZjQ4NTM1ZDdiYWZiYzcwOjY6M2JiNTo4N2RjMjMyN2U5YzYzMTExNmI3OTZkMDg3MTExMzdmMmZhN2ZiZTNmZTc4ODM1NmNjMmE4OWUwM2FkNzU0OWU2OnA6VDpO
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