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Guilty Plea :

1 a.m. with all parties present and the following

2 proceedings were had.)

3 THE COURT: Yes, sir, Mr. Alexander.

4 MR. ALEXANDER: Thank you, Your Honor.‘ I

5 represent Michael Wright, who’s before you. He’s on the
6 trial docket. I believe he’s next up. He’'s scheduled

7 for tomorrow, but I believe the plan is to pick his jury
8 today and try it whenever Your Honor sets it today or

9 tomorrow. 1I’ve indicated this to him and he had

10 previously indicated to me when I met with him at the

11 jail Friday that he wanted to plead-guilty to this, but
12 now he’s telling me that he wants me to be relieved.

13 And I will turn it over to Mr. Wright.

14 THE COURT: Mr. Wright, are you going to

15 represent yourself?

16 DEFENDANT: No, sir. I’d like to have time to
17 obtain some counsel.

18 THE COUﬁT: How long has it been? You were

19 arrested in -- June 17th, last year?
20 DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.
21 THE COURT: You'’ve been in jail ever since?
22 DEFENDANT: No, sir,.
23 THE COURT: You've been out?
24 DEFENDANT: Yeah.

25 THE COURT: So how many lawyers have you

26 talked to?
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1 DEFENDANT: A couple. . But I was appointed Mr.
2 Alexander. I thought that --- |
3 THE COURT: How long has Mr. Alexander been
4 repfesenting you?
5 MR. ALEXANDER: June of last year, Your Honor.
6 June of 2011.
7 THE COURT: ‘Have you talked to lawyexrs after
8 he started representing you?
9 DEFENDANT: I talked to a few, yes,.sir;
10 THE COURT: All right. What’s the -- what’s"
All your need for a new lawyer?
12 DEFENDANT: I just doﬁit feel like, I mean, if
13 . this is going to trial that we’ve had adequate time to
14 discuss the case and'everything. We’ve only met twice.
15 THE COURT: Well, how much -- if the trial
16 starts tomorrow, you don’t think you’ll have time to get
17 ‘all the information you need to Mr. Alexander today to
18 take care of thié? If you need to, we can waif till
19 Wednesday to try it; if you need more time to
20 investigate or whatever you need.
21 + DEFENDANT: I would really like to be
22 appointed another lawyer, if that’s at all possible.
23 THE COURT: Based on what you’ve told me, I
24 don’t see it’s possible. I mean, if you want to
25 represent yourself, you certainly can. This case is
26 down to try tomorrow. Of course, we can piék our jury




The State of South Carolina -vs- Michael Allen Wright (2012-GS-39-00327)
Guilty Plea

1

2

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

today. We’ve got them downstairs waiting on us now -

DEFENDANT: Yes, sir..

THE COURT: --- to select a jury or we can
pick our jury in the morning, either way. But based on
the law as I understand it, you’ve had a lawyer for a
year now. You’re making a motion on the eve of trial,
without any real reasons that I’ve heard. So I deny
your motion.

Again, you have every right to represent yourself.
I certainly wouldn’t recommend that. If you want to
have some of your family hire a lawyer today, I’11 be
glad to listen to him or her tomoriow and they can
certainly work with Mr. Alexander on the case. I'm
denying your motion.

(WHEREUPON, Court reconvened at approximately

11:29 a.m. for Mr. Wright to enter a guilty
plea.)

THE COURT: Mr. Wright, how old are you,
please, sir?

DEFENDANT: I'm forty-five.

THE COURT: Are you married, sir?

DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: Do you have children?

DEFENDANT: TI have two daughters in college.

THE COURT: Where do they attend college?
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1 DEFENDANT : Clemson.University.

2 THE COURT: How far did you go in school, sir?
3 DEFENDANT: Tenth grade.

4 THE COURT: Where did you attend?

S DEFENDANT: Easley. I’ve acquired a GED since
6 dropping out.

7 THE COURT: What kind of work have you done

8 since ybu've been out of school? |

9 DEFENDANT: I actually owned my own business
10 ‘doing heating and air until the economy took a ... I

11 bailed out and then I went to work with Pierre Food in
12 maintenance in Dacusville.

13 THE COURT: What was the name of your company?
14 DEFENDANT: Wright Brothers Heating and Air

15 Conditioning.

16 THE COURT: Have you ever been treafed for

17 alcohol or drug abuse?

18 DEFENDANT: No, sir.

19 THE COURT: Have you ever been treated for any
20 mental health issues?

21 DEFENDANT: No, sir.

22 THE COURT: Do you have any prescriptive drugs
23 or alcohol, any kind of substance, in your body today?
24 DEFENDANT: No, sir. |

25 THE COURT: You’'re aware of why we’ re here and
26 what the charge is about?
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1 DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

2 THE COURT: This indictment that I’ve been

3 presented, Mr. Wright, states that here in Pickens

4 County on or about February the 10th of last year, you
5 distributed or dispensed or conspired with others to do
6 the same, a quanfity of mefhamphetamine and such

7 distribution not being authorized by law. Are you here
8 today to plead guilty to that charge?

9 DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

10 THE COURT: Solicitor, be glad to hear about
11 the facts of the case.

12 MR. CLEVELAND: Thank you, Your Honor.

13 This incident happened on February 10th, 2010. The
14 Defendant, along with a Co-Defendant, a Larry Michael
15 Couch, sold a quality of methamphetamine in Pickens

16 County. 1I'm going to tell you how the deal happened.
17 THE COURT: Let me interrupt you just a

18 minute. You said February the 10th, 20107

19 MR. CLEVELAND: 2011. 1I'm sorry.

20 THE COURT: 2011. Okay. I just wanted to

21 make sure the indictment was consistent. All right.

22 MR. CLEVELAND: That’s correct, Your Honor,
23 2011.

24 SLED, along with the Pickens County Sheriff’s

25 Office, the Oconee County Sheriff’s Office, and the

26 Easley Police Departmént, were conducting an undercover
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1 drug investigation of the sale of methamphetamine. A

2 confidential informant had made contéct with the Co-

3 Defendant, Larry Couch, to purchase a quarter ounce of

4 methamphe£amine -— that’s seven grams -- for a little

5 less than six hundred dollars.:

6 Mr. Couch came to the hotel room where the deal was

7 supposed td go down. There was an undercover officer

8 present. Mr. Couch did not have the drugs with him.

9 It!s captured on video, he said he can get the drugs,

10 but it’s from an individual Michael Wright. Mr. Couch

11 left.

12 About twenty minutes later, Mr. Couch came back,

13 along with Mr. Wright. Mr. Wright provided what 1lab

14 tests confirmed to bé 5.8 grams of methamphetamine. The

15 underéover officer and informant paid him five hundred

16 and fifty dollars for the methamphetamine and gave

17 twenty dollars to the Co-Defendant, Mr. Couch; It can

18 be heard -- this was, again, on_audio and videon

19 surveillance. It can be heard‘on the tape to see how

20 they have a discussion about maybe flipping the drugs,
or something of that nature, to which Mr. Wright says,

22 you need anymore, you just call Boogie, which was the

23 Co-Defendant’s nickname. He said, I'm available 24/7.

24 They left the hotel room and that was the end of the

25 transaction, Judge.

26

He does have a prior record. There is no
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f' 1 recommendation in this case. It will be the second time
2 it was on the trial docket.
3 THE COURT: You heard the facts recited by the
4 Solicitor, Mr. Wright. Are those substantially the
5 facts to which you’ré pleading today?
6 , DEFENDANT: Basically, Your Honor. I would
7 like the Court to know that I did not personally have
8 the drugs on me. I went to a location and picked them
9 up and carried them to the motel room. I am guilty,
10 Your Honor. But I did not personally have the drugs on
11 me.
12 THE COURT: Do you understand, Mr. Wright, by
(' 13 pleading guilty to the charge, you’re giving up your

14 right to have a trial by a jury.

15 - DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. I understand.

16 THE COURT: A jury could be empaneled and the

17 State of South Carolina would have the full burden of

18 proof to prove your guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

19 DEFENDANT: I understand.

20 THE COURT: 1In a trial you would have a right

21 to examine witnesses under oath. You would have a right

22 to challenge the evidence that’s presented. You would

23 have a right to call witnesses in your own behalf if you

24 wanted to put up a defense. But obviously, you would be
Q 25 presumed innocent throughout the entire proceedings.

26 You wouldn’t have to say anything at all. By pleading
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guilty, you’'ve giving

10

up all these rights, plus others

that you may enjoy under our Constitution. Do you want

to give these'rights up?

DEFENDANT :

THE COURT:

DEFENDANT :
THE COURT:

appointed. attorney.

services?

DEFENDANT :

THE COURT:

Yes, sir.

. Do you want to plead guilty?

Yes, sir.

Now, Mr. Alexander is your court

Are you satisfied with his

Yes, sir.

Have you understood the

discussions you’ve had with him?

DEFENDANT:

THE COURT:

Yes, sir.

Is there anything that you’ve

asked him to do to represent you that he. has not done?

DEFENDANT:
THE COURT:
his services?
DEFENDANT:
THE COURT:
Wright, to get you to
DEFENDANT:

THE COURT:

No, sir.

Are you completely satisfied with

Yes, sir.

Has anybody threatened you, Mr.
plead guilty.today?

No, sir.

{

Has anybody promised you anything

by way of reward or otherwise to get you to plead

guilty?

DEFENDANT :

No, sir.
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THE COURT: Do you understand that by pleading
to this offense you could be sentenced up to fifteen
years in jail?

DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Are you pleading guilty of your
own free will?

DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Are you doing so, as you’ve
stated, because you are guilty?

DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Have you understood the questions
I’ve asked?

DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Have you been truthful in your
answers to me?-

DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: The law gives you a right,- if you
meet our Appel;ate Court rules, to appeal this
proceeding within ten days, and if you can’t afford an
attorney, one could be appointed for you. Do you
understand that?

DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: I find there is a substantial
factual basis for the plea, that it has been freely,
voluntarily, knowingly and intelligently made by Mr.

Wright, with the advice of competent legal counsel with
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whom he has expressed his satisfaction. I will accept
your plea.

Mr. Alexander, I'll be glad to hear from you or Mr.
Wright, or anyone else that‘would like to address me.

MR. ALEXANDER: Thank you, Your Honor. I
believe you heard Mr. Wright’s particulars alrezady; his
age and employment. And I believe, and the Solicitor
can correct me, as far as drug priors, he may have a few
or one or two, but nothing of this significance. And I
believe they all involved marijuana ---

DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

MR. ALEXANDER: --=- as opposed to meth; and
they’re older charges. We would ask Your Honor to
consider some type of suspended séntence, probation and
house arrest, Your Honor. He stated he is employed. He
could afford the house arrest if Your Honor was inclined
to do that. His Co-Defendant in this case, Larry Cbuch,
also pled off the trial'doéket a few perms ago and to my
memory got thirty months active. Anyway, I don’t know
what his overall sentence was.

MR. CLEVELAND: His overall sentence was ten
years suspended to three years, Judge. Mr. Couch pled
pro se. He acfually had his’éttorney removed and came
up for trial and had not retained one yet. And the
Judge basically, for lack of better terms, didn’t~thinkv

he knew exactly what he was doing, so he basically asked
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me what the original plea negotiation was. That offer
had expired for Mr. Couch and the State was asking for
mere time on that. But the Judge, Judge Maddox, at that
time, since he was without an attorney, essentially gave

him the benefit of that plea negotiation.

Regarding Mr. -- I will note that Mr. Couch did not
have any drug priors. Mr. Wright -- and I’'ve actually
got Captain Chad Brooks here -- he has a prior record.

It’s not significant except for a 1999 conviction for
six counts of distribution of marijuana. Those were
reduced down from trafficking offenses and he served ten
years in the Department of Corrections for -- on those
six counts of distribution of marijuana. And that was
here in Pickens County, Your Honor.

Even in light of that, we attempted to move forward
with plea negotiations and it just never did -- it
never materialized. As fa; as the sentence or anything
goes, Your Honor, I believe Captain Brooks would like to
address the Court briefly.

THE COURT: Let me finish with Mr. Alexander.
I don’t think =---

MR. CLEVELAND: I apologize, Judge.

THE COURT: --- he’s through, and I certainly
haven’t heard from Mr. Wright.

MR. CLEVELAND: Talking out of turn. Sorry.

MR. ALEXANDER: And I say that about Mr.
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Couch, the facts certainly were accurate.: But as Mr.
Wright stated, and the video I watched substantiated
this, basically the drugs are coming from, it sounded‘
like a female individual that they refer to multiple
times in the video. And Mr. Couch and Mr. Wright were

basically the middlemen running the drugs to the hotel

~roem. And he certainly acknowledges his role in that,

Your Honor.

The original -- the last plea offer in this case,
and I don’t know -- they’re not recommending anything --
was twenty-four months, and that included -- he has

anothe; pending charge that’s not before Your Honor
today. But it was for twenty-four months active all
inclusive. We would ask Your Honor to at least ‘consider
something along the lines of the plea offer of twenty-
four months or not beyond what the Co-Defendant got in
this case. They’re, if nothing else, at least equally
culpable, or Mr. Couch would be even more culpable as he
was the contact and all that.

As I stated, he’s employed, Your Honor. He’'s
trying to do right: This happened a year and a half ago
and he’s trying to contribute to society. He has two
adult daughters. He’s trying to get on with his life,
Your Honor.

Do you have anything you want to say, Mr. Wright?

DEFENDANT: No, sir. I appreciate your
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representation, Mr. Alexander. Thank you.
THE COURT: All right, Solicitor. What other
prior offenses are there? You told me 1999, six ---

MR. CLEVELAND: Six counts of distribution of

marijuana.
THE COURT: --- distribution of marijuana.
MR. CLEVELAND: He has ---
- THE COURT: Ten year sentence?
MR. CLEVELAND: Ten year sentence. That’s
active} Your Honor. Before that he had -- I'1l just go
back. ‘88, DUI; ‘90, simple possession; ‘91, DUI, DUS,

open container, false info to police; ‘92, DUI; and ‘94,
simple possession of marijuana second offense and a
probation revocation; and then in ‘99 was the
distribution -- the plea to the six counts of
distribution of marijuana, down from a trafficking
charge; and then in 2010, two separate counts of
criminal domestic violence. They were each pled as
first offenses.

THE COURT: When did you get released from the
South Carolina Department of Corrections, Mr. Wright?

DEFENDANT: 2007, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. You said your had an
officer that wanted to address the Court?

MR. CLEVELAND: Yes, Your Honor, it’s Captain

Chad Brooks.
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THE COURT: Yes, sir. State your name for the
record, please. | |

MR. BROOKS: 1It’s Chad Brooks.

I'm a Captain with special operations, so I overéee
all drug investigations in this county and have for
several years now. Obviously, Mr. Wright went and did a
ten year sentence just a few years ago. He was released
in 2007. Got back out and not only moved back into the
drug world, but moved into.the methamphetamine world,
which is, in my opinioﬁ, the most serious drug'out there
on the street now. We would just ask that you consider
a lengthy sentence due to the fact that he’s already
done ten years and obviously hasn’t learned from that.
That’s what the —-— our stance on it, anyway.

THE COURT: All right. Thank you, Mr; Brooks.

MR. BROOKS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: How much ti@e has been served on
this? : "

MR. CLEVELAND: He did eighteen days
originally and twenty-three on the bench. warrant. So --
pardon my math. Forty-one days, Your Honor.

THE COURT: This is case 2012-GS-39-327. The
sentence of the Court is the Defendant be committed to
the State Department of Corrections for a pericd of
twelve years, provided, however, upon the service of

fifty-seven months. The balance is suspended. Placed
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on probation for three years. Condition to pay the
Public Defender applicafion fee, have substance abuse
counseling as deemed necessary and random alcohol and
drug testing.

Wish you the best, Mr. Wright.

MR. CLEVELAND: Thank you, Your Honor.

(END OF REQUESTED TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD)
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

I, the undersigned,.Danette P. Hanks, Official
Court Reporter for the Thirteenth Judicial‘Circuit of
the State of South Carolina, do hereby certify that the
foregoing is a true, accurate, and complete'transcript
of record of all the proceedingé had‘and evidence
introduced in the trial/hearing of the captioned case,
relative to appeal, in the Circuit Court for Pickens.
County, South Carolina, on the 25th day of Junes, 2012.

This transcript may contain quoted material. Such
material is reproduced as read by the speaker.

I do further certify that I am neither of kin,
counsel, nor interest to any party herefo.

December 31, 2012

Circuit Court Reporter
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o INDICTMENT FOR

STATEOFSOUTHCAROLINA ) -~ .. .- . |
DR y o DlSTRlBUTIONOFMETHAMPHETAMINE

| COUNTY OFPICKENS

At a Court of General Sesswns oonvened on. '_ APR 7 2012 the Grcm d Jurors o fPleens L

County present upon thelr oath v o '. -
- .That MICHAEL ALLEN WRIGHT d1d in Plckens County, on or about the 10th day of FE bruary, 2011 dlstnbute
.'dlAspense, deliver, or aid abet, or consp_lre to dlstnbute, dlspen,seA or dehver_ to an undercove:r operative a quantity of ”
Methmnphetanune, a schedule 0 controllod substghoe, such distribution not haviug been authorized by law. This

is in violation of § 44-53-375 of the South Carolina Code of Laws (1976) as amended.

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case made and provided.

L ot ZZ
/"/ (SeTICITOR C
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