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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA   IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

COUNTY OF YORK    CASE NO. 2023-CP-29-00015

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, )      
)

Plaintiff, )
)

-vs- )  TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD
)

FELICIA DANIELLE TURNAGE,)
)

Defendant. )
_________________________)

February 8, 2024
York, South Carolina

B E F O R E:

Honorable Daniel D. Hall, Judge.

A P P E A R A N C E S:

Ms. Amber Holt
Assistant Solicitor
Sixteenth Circuit Solicitor’s Office
Attorney for the Plaintiff

 York, South Carolina

Ms. Ugona Udogwu
Assistant Public Defender
Sixteenth Circuit Public Defender’s Office
Attorney for the Defendant
York, South Carolina

Shannon E. McGilberry, CVR-M
Court Reporter
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1 THE COURT:  All right.  Solicitor.

2 MS. HOLT:  May it please the Court, Your Honor.  Before

3 you is Felicia Danielle Turnage.  She’s represented by

4 Ugonna Udogwu of the public defender’s office.  She’s before

5 you on indictment number 2023-GS-46-05422, possession of

6 methamphetamine, third or subsequent offense, carries up to

7 ten years.  The recommendation is for 90 days concurrent

8 with her probation violation.  

9 I do believe that probation will be asking for a

10 certain term of time and I will let her do that.  This

11 charge -- for this charge, it is 90 days and then she has

12 already served 62 days, Your Honor.

13 THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you.

14 MS. HOLT:  And, Your Honor, let me just double check

15 that that number is correct, because we have put this on a

16 few times and I believe, though, (reviewing document) -- 63

17 days, Your Honor.

18 THE COURT:  All right.  Do you have a probation packet

19 for me or at least a -- just the violation report?

20 PROBATION AGENT:  Yes, Your honor.  May I approach?

21 THE COURT:  Yes.  The violation report would be better.

22 PROBATION AGENT:  My apology.

23 THE COURT:  All right.  Ms. Udogwu, you represent Ms.

24 Turnage?

25 MS. UDOGWU:  Yes, Your Honor.
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1 THE COURT:  How does she plead to the possession of

2 methamphetamine third?

3 MS. UDOGWU:  Guilty, Your Honor.

4 THE COURT:  And is she prepared to go forward with her

5 probation matter as well?

6 MS. UDOGWU:  Yes, Your Honor.

7 THE COURT:  Ms. Turnage, how old are you?

8 MS. TURNAGE:  Thirty-three.

9 THE COURT:  How far did you go in school?

10 MS. TURNAGE:  I graduated high school.

11 THE COURT:  Have you ever been treated for any mental

12 or emotional disability?

13 MS. TURNAGE:  No, sir.

14 THE COURT:  You know what you’re doing here today?

15 MS. TURNAGE:  Yes, sir.

16 THE COURT:  I have an indictment, 23-5422, alleges that

17 on or about September the 19  of 2023, you did possessth

18 methamphetamine here in York County, this being a third drug

19 offense.  You can get up to ten years in prison for that. 

20 You’re, in fact, on probation for the sentence that I gave

21 you on September the 2 , 2021, a ten-year sentencend

22 suspended on three years probation.  This very well could be

23 viewed and seen as a violation of your probation.  You could

24 have all of that sentence revoked.  You understand that?

25 MS. TURNAGE:  Yes, sir.
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1 THE COURT:  Ready to go forward with your probation

2 matter as well?

3 MS. TURNAGE:  Yes, sir.

4 THE COURT:  Are you giving up all of your rights to

5 have a jury trial and for the grand jury to hear the case?

6 MS. TURNAGE:  (Inaudible response)

7 THE COURT:  You need to speak up so I can hear you---

8 MS. TURNAGE:  Yes, sir.

9 THE COURT:  ---and the court reporter can hear you. 

10 Are you satisfied with the way your lawyer has represented

11 you?

12 MS. TURNAGE:  Yes, sir.

13 THE COURT:  Are you pleading to this charge of your

14 own free will?

15 MS. TURNAGE:  Yes, sir.

16 THE COURT:  You have a right to appeal within ten days. 

17 All right.  Solicitor.

18 MS. HOLT:  Thank you, Your Honor.  On September 19 ,th

19 2023, the defendant was arrested for shoplifting at Walmart

20 in York County.  As officers went to arrest the defendant,

21 she pulled out a glass pipe wrapped in brown tissue paper

22 from her bra.  Inside the pipe was .2 grams of meth.  The

23 defendant has two prior drug convictions, one from 2018, was

24 possession of meth, and then in September of 2021, she had a

25 distribution meth third.  And, Your Honor, there should be a
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1 lift bench warrant in there as well.

2 THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you.  All right.  Tell me

3 about her probation.

4 PROBATION AGENT:  Yes, sir.  If I may please the Court. 

5 She was sentenced by yourself in September 2  of 2021 fornd

6 the offense of distribution of methamphetamine, third or

7 subsequent offense, and possession of narcotic.  She was

8 sentenced to ten years.  That was suspended to three years

9 probation.  Her citation is for her monetary obligations and

10 then being convicted of her new charges.  

11 I am studying it, Your Honor, but it states that she --

12 I believe she was being supervised in North Carolina as

13 well.  She was arrested 9/19/2023 in York County, South

14 Carolina for possession of methamphetamine. 

15 After speaking with her supervising officer in North

16 Carolina, the offender didn’t have permission to travel

17 outside of the state.  Due to the offender’s current pending

18 charges, she’s pleading to new charges and that is why we

19 are asking for a full revocation at this time.  She has had

20 the opportunity and the ability to be able to comply with

21 these conditions and has wilfully not.

22 THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you.  All right.  

23 Ms. Udogwu, I’ll be glad to hear from you and then your

24 client.

25 MS. UDOGWU:  Yes, Your Honor.  Of course, she’s pled
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1 guilty to the possession of methamphetamine, third offense. 

2 We’re dealing with the violation.  Felicia, she’s an addict. 

3 That’s her main issue.  She’s a -- she’s abused drugs for so

4 -- over the years and this -- that’s why we’re here today

5 and I’m just asking the Court not to give her a full

6 revocation.  We’re asking for her to be allowed to go to

7 rehab.  She has asked for help in our long discussions and

8 with my conversations with her mother, who is present in

9 court today.  They have found a rehab center for her to go

10 to in North Carolina.  We just ask that she be allowed to

11 enter treatment and get the help she needs.

12 I don’t think going to prison for ten years is going to

13 help her addiction problem.  This is an issue that she needs

14 to deal with.  She has three children that she wants to go

15 back to.  She has told me she has tried very hard while

16 she’s been incarcerated here to get herself back on track

17 and she’s been doing a lot of Bible studying and just trying

18 to understand why she has this addiction, because she has a

19 lot of problems.  She has to keep dealing with it and using

20 drugs th way she has been, she’s been self-medicating, Your

21 Honor, and she just wants to get away from that lifestyle

22 and get back to being a mother to her children.

23 Her mother is here and so are her grandparents.  They

24 are fully supportive of her.  Her mother would like to

25 address the Court at the appropriate time.
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1 THE COURT:  I’ll be glad to hear from mother.

2 MS. GASTON-LIPE:  Excuse me, Your Honor.  First of all,

3 I -- okay.  I’m --

4 THE COURT:  Yes, ma’am.  If --

5 MS. GASTON-LIPE:  Oh. Sorry. 

6 THE COURT:  If you’d tell me your name.

7 MS. GASTON-LIPE:  I don’t have the daughters -- I’m

8 Renee Lipe, Renee Gaston-Lipe.  She’s the closest thing to a

9 daughter that I’ve had.  I know Felicia has had problems in

10 the past and I honestly believe in my heart that she wants

11 out of that lifestyle.  She wants help.  She wants to be a

12 mother to her children.  She still has relationships with

13 them and they love her and miss her very much.  Christmas

14 was horrible for them already.  We are willing to help her

15 do whatever she needs to do to get help and we’re trying to

16 get her in a place in Asheville so she can be away from the

17 people in the county where she was and just get her away

18 from that environment.  I’m sorry. 

19 THE COURT:  All right.  Well, thank you.  I’m sorry you

20 had to be here.  Thank you.

21 MS. UDOGWU:  Your Honor, Felicia would actually like to

22 address the Court.

23 THE COURT:  All right.  Ms. Turnage, I’ll be glad to

24 hear from you.  

25 MS. TURNAGE:  Since I’ve been -- since I’ve been locked
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1 -- since I’ve been incarcerated, since this last time, I’ve

2 never -- like, before I’ve never took the time to actually

3 open my Bible and really read my Bible.  I’d read it, but I

4 wouldn’t comprehend it as well.  But me sitting here these

5 last two months, I’ve done nothing but read my Bible.  I’ve

6 completed three -- I’m on my third set of Bible study.  I’ve

7 -- so I’ve got two certificates for completion of sixteen --

8 of sixteen different sessions of Bible studies.  I’m three

9 and a half chapters away from being done with a complete

10 Celebrate Recovery, in fact.  So, Your Honor, I’m taking

11 knowledge of, you know, what triggered me, what -- where all

12 my stuff has started.  I’ve done -- I have -- I have

13 attended NA meetings and AA meetings and I want -- and I’ve

14 got -- I’ll get my fourth book of -- in part the help -- I

15 need help -- the help I’m locked up for.  I need hope, I

16 need peace and I’ve got the (indiscernable).  I receive my

17 fourth book today.  So I took time and I’ve isolated myself

18 away from the people in there, in the pod with me, to do my

19 Bible study, to do my rehab book, to actually focus on what

20 I need to do for my kids.  I have been able to talk to them,

21 yes, and I told them I promise that I’ll come home to be a

22 better mother to them.

23 THE COURT:  How old are your children?

24 MS. TURNAGE:  Ten, thirteen and fourteen.

25 THE COURT:  And who has custody of them?

24



1 MS. TURNAGE:  I have custody of my two boys, my

2 thirteen- and my fourteen-year-old, but the one -- my

3 fourteen lives with my mother in Fort Mill.  My thirteen-

4 year-old lives with my ex-husband and my ten-year-old, she

5 has -- she has to live with her aunt and uncle.  They have

6 custody of her.

7 THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you.  Well, here’s the

8 thing, Ms. Turnage, it appears based on your record, I mean,

9 you’re a severe addict.  Sadly, the Court sees more mamas

10 with drug addiction and that’s sort of a recent thing, in

11 the last four or five years.  We have more mamas in here

12 with drugs.  That’s -- I think that just shows the hold that

13 Fentanyl and meth has on people.  It’s also been my

14 experience that you’ve been in the detention center for 63

15 days, two months is not enough, generally, to deal with a

16 severe addiction.  You’ve been dealing with, it appears, on

17 -- according to your record, you’ve been dealing with an

18 addiction, really, for the last six years.  So I’m going to

19 -- I’ll follow the recommendation on the possession of meth. 

20 The sentence on that indictment is time served; however, I’m

21 going to revoke five years of the sentence that was over

22 your -- hanging -- on probation and terminate the balance. 

23 You need to take advantage -- continue -- you’re to be

24 applauded for how you’re taking advantage of the programs

25 that are available here.  You need to take advantage of the
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1 programs at the Department of Corrects and then after you

2 finish the five-year sentence, maybe you can get your life -

3 -- get back with your children.  All right.  Thank you. 

4 That’s the order of the Court.

5 MS. UDOGWU:  Thank you, Your Honor.

6 MS. HOLT:  Thank you, Your Honor.

7 PROBATION AGENT:  Thank you, Your Honor.

8 (END OF REQUESTED TRANSCRIPT)
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

) C E R T I F I C A T E

COUNTY OF YORK )

I, the undersigned Shannon E. McGilberry, official

Court Reporter for the Sixteenth Judicial Circuit of the

State of South Carolina, do hereby certify that the

foregoing is a true, accurate and complete transcript of the

record of all proceedings had and evidence introduced in the

hearing of the captioned case, relative to appeal, in the

Court of Common Pleas for York County, South Carolina, on

the 8  day of February, 2024.th

I do further certify that I am neither of kin, counsel,

nor interest to any party hereto.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name,

this 19  day of June, 2024.th

 _________________________________

 Shannon E. McGilberry, CVR-M

My Commission Expires:

April 26, 2027
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