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WITNESSES:
VICTORIA BEAUDOIN
By Attorney Spears
By Attorney Niravong
ANDREW BRUCKER
By Attorney Spears

By Attorney Barrett

STATE'S EXHIBITS:

INDEX TO WITNESSES

1 — DVD (bodycam, Beaudoin)

2 — DVD (bodycam, Beaudoin)

3 - DVD (bodycam, Brucker)

DEFENDANT'S EXHIBITS:

(No exhibits marked.)

COURT'S EXHIBITS:

1 - Jury's note (Juror 181)

2 — Jury's note (unable to play video)

3 - Jury's note (definition of "assault")

(Nothing on record; note left in Jjury room)
4 — Jury's note (reaching a unanimous verdict)

5 — Jury's note (replay officer's testimony)
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JURY STRIKE SHEET

NAME : RACE: SEX: STE: DFET: CRT: SEATED:
1. Alexandra E. Smith W F X
2. Stacy L. Walker W F X
3. Heather R. Kline W F X
4. Juliette L. Woodley W F X
5. Caitlin M. Ollis W F X
6. Oliver J. Osorio H M X
7. Katherine E. Bond W F X
8. Sarah E. Messenger W F X
9. Laura A. Jacko W F X
10. Ashley M. Wright W F X
11. Katherine Stewart Howell W F X
12. Gesualdo Vietri, Jr. W M X
13. Scott M. Manchester W M X
14. Philip M. Clark WM X
15. Michael B. Rhea W M X
16. James C. Pattexrson W M X
17. Michael T. Craven W M X
18. Eric C. Wahrman W M X
19. Chasity D. Ramsey W F X
20. Catherine A. Sammons W E X
21. Kayla M. Smith-Reeves W F X
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—PROCEEDINGS —

(Clerk of Court conducted roll call; the Court conducted
exemptions and transfers to qualify the jury panel.)

THE COURT: Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. The jury panel
is now qualified.

Solicitor, you may call your first case.

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Thank you, Your Honor. May it please the
Court. Your Honor, we are present under State v. Anthony Morris.
It is under true billed Indictment 2019-GS-18-0375. He is
charged with assault, beating, or wounding a police officer while
resisting arrest.

He has pled not quilty, and we are proceeding with trial.
May I approach?

THE COURT: Yes. Ladies and gentlemen of the jury panel,
we're about to begin the jury selection process for the case of
the State of South Carclina v. Anthony Bernard Morris.

Before we begin this process, I'm going to read to you the
indictment in this case. And the sole purpose of me reading the
indictment to you is to see if you know anything about this case,
or have any information at all about this case, or know any of
the parties involved in this case. Please be mindful that the
indictment is solely the charging document which brings the case
into this court and is not evidence, in any way, of the
allegations that it contains.

This is Indictment 2019-GS-18-0375, and it states that, in
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Dorchester County, South Carolina, on or about January the 22nd
of 2019, the defendant, Anthony Bernard Morris, did knowing and
willfully assault, beat or wound Victoria Beaudoin, a law
enforcement officer of this state, while resisting the efforts of
the officer to make a lawful arrest of the defendant wlien the
defendant knew or reasonably should have known that the law
enforcement officer was a law enforcement officer of this state,
this offense being in violation of the South Caroclina Code of
Laws, as amended.

Before we get started, I'm going to ask the solicitor to
please stand and introduce himself and the members of his office,
please.

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Thank you, Your Honor. Good morning,
everyone. My name's Mike Spears. I'm one of the violent crime
prosecutors here in Dorchester County. With me is John Rivers.
He's one of our newer—solicitors here.. Also, the electéd
solicitor in our office is David Pascoe. The deputy solicitor is
Kelly LaPlante. We also have Jillian Frederick, David Osborne,
Shannon Elliott, and Baker Allen as other assistant solicitors.
And our juvenile solicitor is Emily Gates.

THE COURT: Thank you, solicitor. Ladies and gentlemen of
the Jjury panel, anyone related, by blood or marriage, or has a
close, personal or socilal, relationship with any members of the
solicitor's office, ever had a case represented by them, or a

case against them? If so, please stand.
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(No response.)

THE COURT: I find that there is no one standing.

And, counsel for the defense, will you please do the same.

ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: Good morning. My name is Eck Niravong,
and I'm an attorney with Drennan Law Firm.

ATTORNEY BARRETT: Good morning. My name's Michael Barrett.
I'm also an attorney for Drennan Law firm.

THE COURT: Thank you, gentlemen. Same question applies,
ladies and gentlemen of the Jjury panel. Anyone related, by blood
or marriage, or has a close, personal or social, relationship
with any of the attorneys in their offices, has ever been
represented by them, or had a case against them? If so, please
stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: I find that there is no one standing.

‘Ladies and gentlemen, I'm going to read to you a list of the
potential witnesses in this case. And the same question will
apply.

And if you're in the courtroom, if you'd please stand so
that the jury can see you.

Brandon Owen; Ronald Webb; Victoria Beaudoin; Andrew
Brucker. Ladies and gentlemen of the jury panel, anyone related,
by blood or marriage, or have a close, perscnal or social,
relationship with any of the potential witnesses? If so, please

stand.
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(No response.)

THE COURT: I find that there is no one standing. And to my
right here is Mr. Anthony Morris in the white shirt.

Mr. Morris, can you please stand? Thank you, sir. You can
have a seat, sir. Thank you.

Ladies and gentlemen, the same question. Anyone related, by
blood or marriage, or has a close, personal or social,
relationship with Mr. Morris? 1If so, please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: I find that there is no one standing. Is there
any member of the jury panel who's a member or a contributor to
or has a close affiliation with any group which has its primary
concern the promotion of law enforcement or victims' rights?
These groups would include, but are not limited to, MADD, SADD,
or Citizens Against Violent Crime, or, in the alternative, is
there any member of the jury panel a member or has any |
affiliation with any organization that opposes law enforcement?
If so, please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: I find that there is no one standing.

Ladies and gentlemen of the jury panel, I read to you the
indictment in this case. Has anyone heard anything about this
case, read anything about this case, or have any information
about this case whatsoever, whether it's before your time coming

to the courthouse or during your time here at the courthouse this
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morning? If so, please stand.
(No response.)

THE COURT: I find that there is no one standing.

Ladies and gentlemen of the jury panel, again, I read to you
the indictment of this case which tells you a little bit about
the factual allegations about this case. Is there anything about

this type of case, whether it's in your personal background, work
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background, friends, social, anything at all whatsocever that
would cause you to hesitate your ability to be fully fair and
impartial to both the state and to the defense and sit as a Jjuror
in this trial? If so, please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: I find that there is no one standing.

Has any member of the jury panel formed or expressed any
opinion about any potential matter or issue involved in this
case?‘ If so, please sfand. |

(No response.)

THE COURT: I find that there is no one standing.

Is there any member of the Jury panel aware of any bias or
prejudice towards either the state or to the defense in this
case? If so, please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: I fiﬁd that there is no one standing.

Is there any member of the jury panel that was a member of

the grand Jjury which issued the indictment in this case? If so,
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please stand.

{(No response.)

THE COURT: I find that there is no one standing.

Does any member of the jury panel know of any reason
whatsoever why he or she should not serve as a juror in this
case, with a particular emphasis being placed on your ability to
be fully fair and impartial? If so please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: I find that there is no one standing.

Ladies and gentlemen, that will conclude the list of
questions before we begin the actual jury selection. Madam
Clerk, do you need just a few minutes?

CLERK OF COURT: (Tonda Westbury) Judge, the strikes will be
five and five?

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.

CLERK OF COURT: And two alternateé?

THE COURT: Yes, ma'an.

Thank you for your patience, ladies and gentlemen. It takes
the clerks just a few minutes to put your names into kind of a
blind hopper before we can begin the jury selection process.

And I'1l share with you a story while we wait that may make
you appreciate your time here in Saint George. As a member of
the judiciary, we're required to travel to Reno, Nevada, for
judicial training, and while you're there you meet judges from

all over the country and from different countries. And when I

10
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was there, I met a judge from Alaska who shared with us the
trials of actually having court in Alaska. And for them to get
Jurors to come to their courthouses, many of them require
transportation to be provided, and most jurors have to go through
a two—hour dogsled ride, a two-hour snowmobile ride, and a
two—hour airplane ride, and they're each given a firearm not for
anything to do with Jury service, but against potential bear
attacks. So consider yourselves very fortunate that we have this
nice facility here in Dorchester County.

JURY SELECTION

CLERK OF COURT: Jurors, as I call your name and number, if
you'll please come forward. You'll come to the front of the
table here and just turn around and face the back of the
audience. And then we'll ask the attorneys if they want to seat
you or not. Juror no. 323, Alexandra Smith.

(Juror 323 responds.) |

CLERK OF CQURT: What says the state?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Please present the juror.

CLERK OF COURT: Defense?

ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: Please seat the juror.

CLERK OF COURT: Ms. Smith, you will be seated. If you'll
just have a seat back in your spot, and we'll have you remain in
the courtroom. Juror no. 370, Stacy Walker.

(Jurcr 370 responds.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the state?.

1




. e -

WwOw -1 o ok W

NN N NN R R R R R |
10 B S O R N D s = T Vo TR o o SRS I o » S 4 s S U 'S MU o6 SR R o

12

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Please present the juror.
CLERK OF COURT: Defense?

ATTORNEY BARRETT: Strike the juror.

CLERK OF COURT: If you'll have a seat back in the audience.

Thank you. Juror 204, Heather Kline.
(Juror 204 responds.}
CLERK OF COURT: What says the state?
ATTORNEY SPEARS: Please present the juror.
CLERK OF COURT: Defense?
ATTORNEY BARRETT: Seat the -Fjuror.
CLERK OF COURT: You are seated on the trial panel.
you'll have back in the audience. Thank you.
Juror no. 400, Juliette Woodley.
(Juror 400 responds.)
CLERK OF COURT: What says the state?
ATTORNEY SPEARS: Please present thé juror.

CLERK QOF COURT: Defense?

If

ATTORNEY BARRETT: Strike the juror, Your Honor. 1I'm sorry,
i

\

ma'am.
CLERK OF COURT: Juror no. 264, Caitlin Ollis.
(Juror 264 responds.)
CLERK OF COURT: What says the state?
ATTORNEY SPEARS: Please present the juror.
CLERK OF COURT: Defense?

ATTORNEY BARRETT: Strike the juror, Your Honor. Or,

SOrry.

12
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CLERK OF COURT:

Juror no. 268, Oliver Osorio.

(Juror 268 responds.)

CLERK OF COURT:
ATTORNEY SPEARS:
CLERK OF COURT:
ATTORNEY BARRETT:

CLERK OF COURT:

What says the state?
Please present the Jjuror.
Defense?

Seat the juror, Your Honor.

Juror no. 32, Katherine Bond.

(Juror 32 respconds.)

CLERK OF COURT:
ATTORNEY SPEARS:

CLERK OF COURT:

What says the state?
Please present the juror.

Defense?

ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: We'll seat her, Your Honor.

CLERK OF COURT:

Seat her?

ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: Yes.

CLERK OF COURT:

Thank you. Juror no. 237, Sarah Messenger.

(Juror 237 responds.)

CLERK OF COURT:
ATTORNEY SPEARS:
CLERK OF COURT:
ATTORNEY BARRETT:

CLERK OF COURT:

What says the state?
Please present the Jjuror.
Defense?

Strike her, please.

Juror no. 181, Laura Jacko.

(Juror 181 responds.)

CLERK OF COURT:
ATTORNEY SPEARS:

CLERK OF COURT:

What says the state?
Please present the juror.

Defense?

13
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ATTORNEY BARRETT:

CLERK OF COURT:

Seat the juror.

Juror no. 403, Ashley Wright.

(Juror 403 responds.)

CLERK OF COURT:
ATTORNEY SPEARS:
CLERK OF COURT:
ATTORNEY BARRETT:

CLERK OF COURT:

What says the state?
Please present the juror.
Defense?
Seat the juror.

Juror no. 175, Katherine Stewart Howell.

(Juror 175 responds.)

CLERK OF COURT:
ATTORNEY SPEARS:
CLERK OF COURT:
ATTORNEY BARRETT:

CLERK OF COURT:

What says the state?
Please present the juror.
Defense?
Seat the juror.

Juror 363, Gesualdo Vietri.

(Juror 363 responds.)

CLERK OF COURT:

ATTORNEY SPEARS:

What says the state?

Please present the juror.

ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: Please seat the juror.

CLERK OF COURT:

Juror no. 222, Scott Manchester.

(Juror 222 responds.)

CLERK OF COURT:

ATTORNEY SPEARS:

CLERK OF COQOURT:

What says the state?
Please present the juror.

Defense?

ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: We'll seat him, please.

CLERK OF COURT:

Juror no., 64, Philip Clark.

14
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you.

(Furor 64 responds.)

CLERK QF COURT: What says the state?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Please strike the juror.

CLERK OF COURT: Have a seat back in the audience.
Juror no. 287, Michael Rhea.

(Juror 287 responds.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the state?

Thank

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Apologies to the clerk. You said 28772

CLERK OF COURT: 287, yes, sir. Michael Rhea.
ATTORNEY SPEARS: Please present the juror.
CLERK OF COURT: Defense?

ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: Please seat the juror.
CLERK OF COURT: Juror no. 275, James Patterson.
{(Juror 275 responds.)

CLERK QOF COURT: What says the state?
ATTORNEY SPEARS: Please present the juror.
CLERK OF COURT: Defense?

ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: We'll seat the jury.
CLERK OF CQURT: Juror no. 80, Michael Craven.
(Juror 80 responds.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the state?
ATTORNEY SPEARS: Please present the jury.
CLERK OF COURT: Defense?

ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: Please strike.

CLERK OF COURT: Have a seat back in the audience.

Thank

15
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you. Juror no. 366, Eric Wahrman.
(Juror 366 responds.)
CLERK OF COURT: What says the state?
ATTORNEY SPEARS: Please strike the juror.
THE COURT: Juror no. 286, Chasity Ramsey.
(Juror 286 responds.)
CLERK OF COURT: What says the state?
ATTORNEY SPEARS: Please present the juror.
CLERK OF COURT: Defense?
ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: We're out of strikes.
CLERK OF COURT: Seat the juror.
ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: Please seat the Jjuror then.
CLERK OF COURT: And for the alternates, juror no. 305,
Catherine Sammons.
(Juror 305 responds.)
CLERK OF.COURT: What says the state?
ATTORNEY SPEARS: Please present the juror.
CLERK OF COURT: Defense?

ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: Present the juror. Seat the juror.

CLERK OF COURT: You're alternate no. 1. For alternate no.

2, Juror 330, Kayla Smith-Reeves.
{(Juror 330 responds.)
CLERK OF COURT: What says the state?
ATTORNEY SPEARS: Please present the juror.

CLERK OF CCURT: Defense?

16
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ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: Please seat her.

CLERK OF COURT: Seat the juror, alternate no. 2. Thank
you, Judge.

THE COURT: Thank you. Are there any exceptions or
objections from the selection of this jury, from either the state
or the defense?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Nothing from the state, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Any from the defense?

ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: None, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Ladles and gentlemen ¢f the jury that was

selected for the trial of this case, if you would please remain

~in the courtroom, we'll begin the trial of this case.

For those of you that were not selected for the trial of
this case, you may be excused. If you need an excuse for work or
anything, you can get that downstairs in the Clerk of Court's
Office. If you were not selected for jury duty, you are now
excused. Have a nice day.

(Members of the jury panel not selected are dismissed at
11:36 a.m.)

THE COURT: Madam clerk, if you'd please swear in the jury.

CLERK OF COURT: Yes, ma'am. Members of the jury panel, if
you'll please stand and raise your right hand to be sworn.

(Clerk of Clerk administers oath to the impaneled jury.)

CLERK QOF COURT: If you accept this oath, please indicating

by saying "I do", and please be seated.

17
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(Jurors respond.)

COURT'S INSTRUCTIONS

THE COURT: Welcome, ladies and gentlemen of the jury. I
know some of you in the very back, it may be a little bit hard
for you to see and hear. If you all want to scoot up a little
bit, that will be helpful.

We certainly appreciate your patience with us. We're still
set up for COVID protocols as far as seating of the Jjury and
whatnot, so we certainly appreciate your patience as we try to
transition back to normal.

I want to thank you for accepting the important
responsibility of jury service and for your contribution today to
our system of Jjustice. What I will now say to you is intended to
serve as an introduction to the trial of this case. These
remarks are not the charge on the law in this case. I will
instruct you'on the law applicable to this case at the end of tﬁe
trial before you retire to consider your verdict. This is merely
an explanation of the procedures that we will follow so you may
better understand what is happening during the trial of this
case.

You may not take notes during the trial of this case.

The defendant in this case is charged by indictment filed in
this court with the crime of assault, beat or wound a police
officer while serving process or while resisting arrest. The

elements of this indictment will be explained to you at a later

18
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time. The indictment is simply the charge by which the case is
brought into this court and it 1s not, in any sense, evidence of
any of the allegations that it contains. The defendant has pled
not guilty to this indictment, and the state, therefore, has a
burden of proving each of the elements of the indictment beyond a
reasonable doubt.

It will be your duty, ladies and gentlemen, to decide
whether the state has met that burden. Your purpose as jurors is
to find and determine the facts. You are the sole judges of the
facts. If, at any time, I make any comment regarding the facts,
you must disregard them. You are to determine the facts from the
testimony that you hear and the other evidence that is introduced
in court. It is up to you to determine the inferences which you
feel may be properly drawn from the evidence.

Tt is especially important that you perform your duty of
determining the facts diligently and conscientiously, because
ordinarily there is no way to correct an erroneous determination
of the facts by a jury.

On the other hand, and with equal emphasis, the same law
that makes you the judges of the fact makes me the Jjudge of the
law. The law as given by the Court is the only law that you may
consider. You must accept and it and follow it even though you
may disagree with it. I cannot tell you what the facts are, and
you cannot disagree with me about what the law is or what the law

should be. Your job is to take the law, as I give it to you, and

19
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apply it to the facts as you find them from the testimony of the
witnesses and from any other evidence that is introduced. After
doing that, you will render your verdict under the solemn oath
that you just took as'jurors.

Until I advise you to begin your deliberations, you must not
discuss this case with anyone, including your fellow jurors, your
friends, your family members, and anyone involved in this case.
This includes any discussions which are face-to—face, by
telephone, email, text, blogs, or any other method of
communication. You may not use a computer, a cellphone, or any
other electronic device with communication capabilities at any
time while you are in the courtroom or during your deliberations.

During breaks, or for meals, or overnight, 1f necessary, you
may use these devices. However, you may not, at any time, use
these devices to get or send information about this case. This
includes any information about a party, a witneés, an attorney,
any court officer, any news accounts about the case, any research
on any topics that may be raised, or any topic that you think
might be helpful in deciding the case, or any testimony that is
presented by any of the witnesses.

During the trial, please do that read, listen to, or watch
any news reports about this case. This includes anything that
would have been in the newspapers, TV, internet, radio. You must
not consider anything that you may have read or heard about this

case outside of this courtroom, whether before or during the

20
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trial of this case.

After the case is submitted to you, you must discuss it only
in the jury room with your fellow jurors. The attorneys and the
parties in this case have been advised they're not to talk to you
at all so, again, if you see them coming in and out of the
courthouse and they don't speak to you, they're not being
unfriendly; they're following the Court's instructions.

It is important that you keep an open mind and not decide
any issues in this case until all of the evidence has been
presented, the parties have made their closing arguments, and you
have been instructed on the law in this case.

Tt is your solemn responsibility to determine the gquilty or
the innocence of the defendant, and your verdict must be based
solely on the evidence as it is presented to you in this trial,
and the law, as I instruct you, during and at the close of the
trial. . |

In just a moment, the solicitor will make what is called an
opening statement in which the solicitor will explain to you what
the issues in this case are, at least what the solicitor thinks
the issues in this case are. The attorney for the defense may
also make an opening statement, although they're not required to
do so. What the attorneys tell you during their opening
statements is not evidence in this case; it is only their
contention as to what the issues are.

The evidence in this case will be presented to you by the
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testimony of sworn witnesses from the witness stand, and by any
exhibits which are properly introduced during the trial of this
case.

From time to time during the trial, you may hear one of the
attorneys say something like "Your Honor, we believe we have a
matter of law," or "May we approach the bench," or sometimes
myself, I might find it necessary to excuse you from the
courtroom for a short while so the attorneys and I can discuss a
matter of law. The reason for this is because you're the judges
of the facts in this case, and sometimes when I'm discussing
matters of law with the attorneys it may be necessary for me to
make some comment as to the facts in connection with the ruling
as to whether or not a particular law applies. I'm not supposed
to tell you what I think the facts are, so I'll excuse you from
the courtroom for a short while so that the attorneys and I can
discuss that matter and nothiné that I say, in any way, would
influence you in connection with your ruling as to what the facts
are.

In determining what the true facts are in this case,-you
must decide whether or not the testimony of the witnesses is
believable. It is my responsibility to rule as a matter of law
as to whether certain testimony is admissible at all or not, but
once the testimony is admitted, whether or not you believe it is
solely for to you determine.

In deciding whether to believe a witness, you have the right
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to consider the interest of any witness, the bias of any witness,
the prejudice of any witness, the opportunity for the witness to
have seen the matters and the things about which the witness may
testify, and the way that the witness acts on the witness stand.
You have a right to consider anything that is in the record that
will help you evaluate the testimony of the witnesses.

That means it is your duty to pay close attention to these
witnesses, to observe the witnesses, to listen to the witnesses,
and please pay close attention to the attorneys and the Court.
Please do not let your thoughts wonder, but give strict a
attention to the testimony in this case so that at the end of the
testimony and after the arguments of counsel and after you're
charged on the law in this case by the Court, you will be in a
position to determine the true facts and to render a verdict.

Are there any exceptions or objections to the opening
remarks from either the state of from the defensé?

ATTORNEY SPE2ARS: None, Your Honor.

ATTORNEY BARRETT: None, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Solicitor.

OPENING STATEMENT FOR THE STATE

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Thank you, Your Honor. Good morning,
everyone. As you heard before, my name's Mike Spears. I'm a
prosecutor here in Dorchester County. What we're doing now, this
is opening arguments. This 1s my opportunity to speak with you

directly. I'll have two opportunities to do that, one now and
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then one later in closing.

Today, as you heard, we're here because of a case of
resisting arrest. Actually, it will be a very short trial.
There's not all that much to discuss in this matter. But I just
want to give you a brief idea of what we're looking at
beforehand.

Now, the South Carclina Code —— well, let me rephrase that.
The Judge is going to charge you what the law is applicable to
this case, all right, and she is the only one who can. But I'm
going to give you a brief preview of that law so you can
understand what we're looking at in the context going forward
today. All right.

South Carolina Code tells us that it is unlawful for a
person to knowingly and willfully assault, beat, or wound a law
enforcement officer when resisting arrest being made by one whom
the person knoﬁs or reasonably éhould know is a iaw enforcement
officer.

So we have a few things here. You cannot assault, wound, or
beat an officer who is making a lawful arrest when you should
know, or a reasonable person would know, that they are a law
enforcement officer.

So let's go back to January 22nd of 2019, all right. On
that day, Ms. Beaudoin here was on patrol on that evening, and
was called to an apartment complex for an assist. The off-duty

security officer requested an assist through 911, the dispatch.
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When she got there, she saw a bunch of broken bottles all outside
of a certain apartment. And she attempted to make contact with
the individual in that apartment, Mr. Morris here in the white
shirt. He wouldn't answer the door. He would actually knock
back when she attempted to knock. She spoke with the individuals
across the hall who owned the vehicle that supposedly got hit by
some of these bottles, and decided that there really wasn't all
that much for her to do, so she proceeded to leave the scene.

She had settled the scene and was attempting to leave.

As she was leaving, there was an argument between Mr. Mbrris
and the off-duty officer. It was purely verbal, a verbal
argument. But before Ms. Beaudoin could get into her patrol car,
she saw Mr. Morris climb, climb, over the ledge from his
first-floor porch, the banister, and approach the off-duty
officer and actually bump him with his chest.

Now, you can see this happen because she's ﬁearing a body
camera at that point in time. It's dark outside. You can't
really see everything, but you can see that moment, and you can
hear the rest of what happened. She attempts to get in between
them. And the entire event escalates. You clearly hear her at
one point in time tell Mr. Morris to stop, to get his hands off
of her. All right.

Now, the testimony that you'll hear today is that she also
saw him strike, or attempt to strike, the off-duty officer, like

actually strike. And that's when she tries to grab on to him,
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Mr. Morrls. Ms. Beaudoin is not Mr. Morris's size. She's doing
her best to control him as best she can. And you will see the
video. It gets worse and worse as she's trying to calm him down.
There's a lot of colorful language in here, and I apologize for
that ahead of time, but it's something that you all need to see.
You will hear him say "Why are you holding on to me?" and she
will say, "Because I'm trying to keep you from going to jail."
He goes, "Why would I go to jail?" She said, "Because you are
putting your hands on me." At that point in time she is telling
him that she has every legal opportunity to place him under
arrest. She was in pursuit. Her car still has its blue lights
on. He knows she's law enforcement. He knows that she has every
legal right to arrest him, and she is restraining him.

The law will tell us that whether you're under arrest or not
1s an objective standard, or a reasonable person standard, not
particularly a subjective one, what a reasonable ﬁerson believed,
at that point in time that they're under arrest. The evidence
will show you that, yes, he is.

At that moment, he continues to strike her. And you'll hear
testimony today, because of his striking her, she has actually
got nerve damage and has permanent hearing loss as a result of
the events of that night.

You'll see another individual testify. We will place in
another video showing the continued resisting of arrest that

happens.
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Like I said, it will be a fairly short case. That is what
we intend to place before y'all to show, the finders of fact,
what actually happened on that day. Thank you.

THE COURT: Counsel.

ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: Good morning, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Good morning.

OPENING STATEMENT FOR THE DEFENSE

ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: First of all, I want to thank yoﬁ guys
for being here as jury members, and thank you for doing your
civic duty. A duty, let's talk about that for a minute. You
have a duty. We all have duties. We have duties at home. We
have duties at our jobs. The state, the state here, they have a
duty. They have the duty to prove to you that Anthony here did
strike Officer — I don't want to mispronounce it ——

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER: Beaudoin.

ATTORNEY NiRAVONG: Beaudoiﬁ. Now, the staté may show you a
video of an alleged indent. Now, the footage won't be clear, as
Solicitor Spears said. It's going to be dark, and it's going to
be murky. In fact, there aren't even any punches on camera.
You're going to learn that Anthony was in his house, in his
house. You're going to learn that Anthony was effectively
gloated into an altercation with that courtesy officer. That
officer's name is Deputy Abell. Deputy Abell is a Dorchester
County Sheriff's deputy. You're going to learn that Officer

Beaudoin repeatedly ordered, repeatedly ordered, Deputy Abell to
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stand down and to let Anthony remain in his home, where he was
the whole time when this happened.

You're going to also learn that Deputy Abell, the Dorchester
County Sheriff's officer, did, in fact, antagonize Anthony into
coming out.

Now, let's bear in mind, he's in his home the whole time, a
home in which Officer Beaudoin had instructed to let him remain
in. Now, she's the primary officer. 1It's her scene because she
is called in. She's in control. She calls the shots on this
thing. And see that Deputy Abell was clearly disobeying her
orders, not once but multiple times.

And after you've seen all this, after you've seen everything
the state's presented to you today, you'll find that they have
not satisfied their duty to you guys to prove that Anthony did,
indeed, strike Officer Beaudoin. All right. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you, counsel. Ladies and gentlemen of the
jury, it's right about lunchtime, so it's actually a perfect time
for us to take our lunch break before we begin with the testimony
in this trial. I'm going to ask the bailiff to show you to your
jury room so you know where to go and to report when you come
back after lunch. We will resume with the trial — it's almost
12, so if you'll be back in your jury room at 1:00, we'll start
with the testimony.

And it's very important that you not discuss this case

amongst yourselves, or with anyone else, as you are to make your
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factual determination only from what you hear in this courtroom.

And if you need recommendations of where to go to lunch, I'm
sure they will be happy to assist you with that. Have a nice
lunch.

(Jury escorted out of the courtroom at 11:54 a.m.)

THE COURT: Any matters before the Court before we recess
for lunch?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: None that I can think of, Your Honor.

ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: Can we get some heat in here?

THE COURT: I know. We're trying. All right. So we'll see
everyone at 1:00.

(Court recessed at 11:55 a.m. and reconvened at 1:21 p.m.,
with defendant present.)

THE COURT: Counsel, everyone ready to proceed with the
Jury? |

MATTER (S) OF LAW

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Yes, Judge. Briefly, just for a matter of
the record, Schmidty actually reminded me that the state should
have requested that the defendant be held in custody during
breaks. I failed to, but in the future —— I don't expect this
case to last any longer than a day, but for any more breaks, the
state would request the defendant be taken into custody.

THE COURT: And, counsel for defense, obviously the bond is
distinguished at this juncture, so once the case is called for

trial the defendant will be taken into custcedy.
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ATTORNEY BARRETT: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Anything further before we bring the
jury in?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Nothing, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you. Anything for the defense?

ATTORNEY BARRETT: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Let's have our jury, please.

(Jury seated in the courtroom at 1:23 p.m.)

THE COURT: Thank you. Welcome back, ladies and gentlemen
of the jury. We're now ready to begin with the trial of this
case.

Solicitor, you may call your first witness.

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Thank you, Your Honor. State calls
Victoria Beaudoin.

CLERK OF COURT: If you'll please raise your right hand, and
state your name for the record. |

MS. BEAUDOIN: Victoria Lynn Beaudoin.

VICTORIA LYNN BEAUDCIN,
having first been duly sworn, was examined and testified as
follows:

CLERK OF COURT: Thank you. If you'll have a seat. And
just speak in to that microphone. I'll turn the mic up.

THE WITNESS: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Your witness.

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Thank you, Your Honor.
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Victoria Beaudoin - Direct by Attorney Spears

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY ATTORNEY SPEARS:

Q Good afternoon, Victoria.
A Hello.
Q Can you just lean forward a little bit, speak into the mic

for us. 1It's going to be hard to hear.

A Yes, sir.

Q Thank you. And also, I mispronounced your name again.

A Yes.

Q Can you tell the Court and everyone on the jury what your

last name is.

A It's Beaudoin.

Q Beaudoin. And about how many times have I mispronounced
that?

A Every time.

0 I apologize for that. I am sorry. Can you just please tell -

the jury where you live.

A T live in Summerville.

Q And about how long have you lived there?

A Almost 14 years.

Q And where are you currently employed?

A Currently I'm employed with North Charleston Police
Department.

Q And how long have you been employed there?

A Almost eight years.
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Victoria Beaudoin - Direct by Attorney Spears

And currently what is your rank?
Currently I'm a corporal over patrol.
Is that dayshift or night shift?

I work night shift.

How about back in 2019? What was your position?
T was a patrolman on night shift.
Now, are you married?

I am.

About. how long have you been married?
Almost ten years.

And do you have any children?

I do.

How old are they?

Eleven and seven.

R CHEN - o R A ol S oI I o I O @)

Well, corporal, let's go back to January 22nd of 2019. Did

you respond to a call on that day?

A T did.

0 I'm sorry. On that night.

A Yes.

Q And was that call to — what, 53007

A 5300 Patron Place. It's Kilnsea Village Apartments.

Q And what was the nature of the call that brought you out
there?

A The first time I was advised by dispatch, it was in

reference to a disturbance with the courtesy officer asking for
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Victoria Beaudoin - Direct by Attorney Spears

assistance with somebody throwing glass bottles off of their
balcony.

Q And what floor was that balcony?

A It was the first floor.

0 First—floor balcony. Now, can you tell us what you saw when
you first got there?

A When I arrived on scene; I had exited my vehicle. 2And as I
was walking towards the front of the building, there was glass
bottles in the parking lot between the cars and on the sidewalk
area.

Q And was that in front of a certain apartment?

A Yes, sir.

Q And whose apartment was that?

A Tt was Mr. Morris's .

0 Now, what did you do? Okay. So the officer who called you,
called dispatch and brought you to the séene, he was an off—duty
cfficer?

A Yes, sir. He was off duty, employed with Dorchester County,
but he's also the courtesy officer for the apartment complex.

0 And that's kind of a new thing for me. Can you explain what
his job is as a courtesy officer there?

A Yes, sir. So a courtesy officer is normally somebody who
lives on site, will handle normal disturbances such as loud
music; if somebody accidentally bumped into another person's car;

issues at a pool if the apartment complex has it, instead of
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Victoria Beaudoin - Direct by Attorney Spears

having law enforcement who is currently working the road.
So they'll handle just the small complaints that can be
handled without reports or such, things like.
Q When you arrived to the scene, was Mr. Morris inside or
outside of his apartment?
A He was inside.
Q Were you able to make contact with him?
A I attempted. I knocked at the door, and I just didn't get
much of a response, but back and repeating whatever I would say.
Q Can you just elaborate. When you knocked on the door, what
did he do?
A So right before I actually got to his door I was advised by
dispatch that I had a subject, which ended up being Mr. Morris,
also calling, because he wanted North Charleston officers to
respond because a gentleman was at his door asking for his name.
So I went to the door and I advised,.after knocking, that I
was with North Charleston and was requesting to speak to him.
And the only thing I will get back is either knocking back or
repeating "North Charleston Police."
Q Gotcha. After that, what did you do?
A After a couple of attempts of trying to make contact with
him to have some type of communication, I advised Abell I was not
able to speak with him, and then attempted to meet with the
victims whose car got hit by the broken glass bottles to see if

they would like a report for their car being hit.
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Victoria Beaudoin - Direct by Attorney Spears

0 Did you end up filing a report?

A No. They didn't find any damage on their vehicle, so they
said they didn't want one.

0 And so at that point in time you hadn't made contact with
them; the people whose car was hit by these bottles didn't want
to file a report. So what do you do?

A I advised Abell to speak with the apartment complex in the
morning, and if the apartment complex wanted to file an eviction
or take up any other further actions, that they could do it first
thing in the morning through the apartment complex, but there was
nothing mucﬁ I could do since he was in his apartment and the
persons whose car got hit didn't want to report.

Q Also, when it comes to Officer Abell and his position as
security officer for the apartment complex, I mean, do you have
any authority over him and his actions in taking care of the
apartment complex?

No, sir.

Are you even in the same apartment?

No, sir.

So you wouldn't be able to just give him orders?

No, sir.

LOT - ORI R © I

Now, as you were leaving, after you discussed that with him
about filing a report, can you Jjust tell us what happened next?
A As I was walking to my vehicle after speaking with Abell,

telling him to handle it in the morning, Mr. Morris had opened up
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Victoria Beaudoin - Direct by Attorney Spears

the door and asked for our names. I gave him my name and my
badge number, and he would close the door. 2And then he would
open the door again and was yelling at Abell, and would close the
door.

And I told Abell just to let it be; pick it up in the
morning. He's in his apartment; he's not harming nobody. And
then I walked back to my vehicle.

Q And what did you see or hear happen after that?

A As soon as I got back to my vehicle, I could hear the door
open again, and they were verbally having an altercation. And
then I heard Mr. Morris hit the bush as he rolled off of his
balcony railing, and he approached Mr. Abell.

Q So when you say he kind've rolled off the balcony railing,
the door he was opening and closing, was that his balcony door?
A Yes, sir.

Q And Abéll, that would piace him in the pérking lot; right?
A 2bell was in the parking lot, and Mr. Morris was at his
apartment. And then he exited it, onto the patio, and to get
over he kind've rolled. And there was this big holly bush in
front of it, so it made a noise as he was coming off of it.

Q And in your experience as an officer, eight years in North
Charleston, did you see any signs of intoxication or inebriation
during this?

A When he kept opening the door, you could hear the slurred

speech. And when he would close it, you could hear him talking
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Victoria Beaudoin - Direct by Attorney Spears

very loud, in a kind of hectic manner. He was Jjust back and
forth, screaming in his apartment. And then he'd open the door,
and he'd ask us our names again, and I'd give it to him, and he'd

close the door. So I assumed that he was under the influence at

that point.

Q And when he was asking these questions, was he being meek or
confrontational?

A He was being very boisterous. It was hard to talk to him

because he would talk back over you when you would go to give him
your name, and he'd slam the door. And then he'd try it again.

Q So you heard him go over the banister, hit a bush, and
approach Abell. Did you —

A At that point when I heard him hit the bush, I started
approaching. And that's when, as I was getting up to him, they
were — Mr. Morris is now up to Mr. Abell in the parking lot, and
they're buméing chests and bﬁsting at each othér.

Q So Mr. Morris approached Abell then?

A Yes, sir.

Q When he did that, bumped him with his chest, what happened
next?

A They pushed it onto each other. And then as they were
pushing on each other, I was already, at that point, getting in
between them to separate them, and Mr. Morris had swung at Abell.
I don't know if he made contact. And as he was swinging, I

pushed him away, and then he swung and hit me.
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Victoria Beaudoin - Direct by Attorney Spears 38
0 Okay. And what did you do after he swung and hit you?
A I grabbed one arm, and at that point Abell is now assisting

me to be able to take him under control.

0 Did that happen? Were you able to get him under control

immediately?
A Not immediately; no, sir.
o) When you were trying to get him under control, were you

attempting to place him under arrest?

A After hitting me, yes, sir.

0 Did you have any intention of charging him for attempting to
assault Abell?

A No.

Q Now, what happened after that?

A After that, there had been a tussle. Abell went to help me,
and I was able to get them two separated, but I was holding on to
Morris. I had one of his arms, his left arm up behind his back.
And at first I grabbed what I could to keep him with me instead
of going after Abell again.

At one point I had his dreads. Part of the holly bush was
in his hair, so I had to readjust and grab his shirt because the
stickers in the bushes stabbed me in my hand. So after that, I
held him, separated them. I tried several times to make him go
down to the ground, tried the knee strikes and turning him away,
but he's quite larger than I am.

Q And so while you were trying to get him down, were you
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Victoria Beaudoin - Direct by Attorney Spears

speaking to him?

A Yes. I was trying to calm both of them down. I already had
asked for backup when I noticed that they were coming together in
the parking lot. And after I got hit, I advised them that we
were in a fight. So I knew my guys were coming, so I was trying
to keep everything calm until they got there due to the size and
me not being able to take him under control.

0 And so when you're talking to him, did you tell him why
you're restraining him?

A Yes. Well, I was tryving to keep him out of trouble. And at
that point he asked me why he would be in trouble, and I told him
"for putting his hands on me".

Q And after that, did he attempt to strike you anymore?

A Yes. I got struck at least two to three more times in the
face.
Q Were you ever able to subdue him?

A After the final hit of me getting hit in the face, Abell was
able to hit him, and I took — we went together onto the ground,
and I was able to maintain him on the ground until my backup came
and assisted with the rest ¢of the handcuffing.

Q Now, while maintaining him on the ground, were you able to
get anything done, like get him to your squad car or anything, or
did you need more?

A No, sir. He kept his one arm completely under him. I was

unable to get it. He kept on trying to push up off the ground to
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Victoria Beaudoin - Direct by Attorney Spears

get away from me. So I stayed on top of him with the assistance

of Abell.
Q How were you eventually able to get him to the car?
A The rest of my guys, which was about six or seven of them,

came, handcuffed him, and then Helped escort him to my vehicle.
QI) Was he passive while they were escorting him?

A No. He was just fighting and pulling away the entire time,
and kicking, headbutting.

Q So was he attempting to headbutt everybody?

A Yes, sir.

0 And what happened after you got him in the car?

A Once he —— which was a struggle getting him into the car —-
once we got him into the car, he began to kick out the passenger
back door of my vehicle, which ended up causing it to bow
outwards.

Q Just fof points of clarification on this, ﬁere you in
uniform when this happened?

Yes, sir.

Did you present yourself as a North Charleston officer?
Yes, sir.

Did you give him your badge number?

I did.

o oF 0 FE 0

Now, after this, can you please explain to the jury if you
had any, like, lasting effects that occurred, lasting injuries

that occurred from this night?
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Victoria Beaudoin - Direct by Attorney Spears

A The lasting injuries that I do have currently is I have
hearing loss due to nerve damage, and a collapsed tube in my ear.
And T have a hearing aide due to it.
Q Let's just kind of start from, like, when did you realize
you had injuries from this event?
A Well, I would say more the next morning. Anybody getting
hit in the head is going to feel sore. I finished out my night.
But the next day is when it had hurt even more, and a lot of
pressure, so 1 figured, okay, it's from the hit. But after them
then telling me to wait a couple of weeks due to the trauma,
that's when they discovered the nerve damage.
Q Any other damage from him striking you?
A My jaw lad been moved over, but they were able to just
readjust that without any actual major surgeries or anything like
that.

(State's Exhibits 1 and 2-are marked for identification.)
BY ATTORNEY SPEARS:
Q Now, officer, I am going to show you what's marked State's
Exhibit 1 and 2.
A Yes, sir.
Q Do you recognize these two exhibits? Just open them and up
take a look at them for me.
A Yes, sir.
Q And can you tell us, what are they?

A These are the camera footage from my in—car body camera from
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Victoria Beaudoin - Direct by Atitorney Spears

that incident.

Q And so you were wearing a body camera during this entire
event?

A Yes, sir.

Q And is it two separate videos?

A Yes, sir. The initial contact was the first video. And

then when I went to re—engage after he had come off of the
balcony and I realized that it was going, another incident was
occurring, I had turned my body camera back on walking away from

my vehicle.

Q Have you had the chance to review these?
A Yes, sir.
Q And are these a fair and accurate representation of the

events that occurred on that night?
A Yes, sir.
Q All right. Thank you.
ATTORNEY SPEARS: Your Honor, I'd like to move State's 1 and
2 into evidence.
THE COURT: Any objection?
ATTORNEY BARRETT: No.
THE COURT: All right. They're in.
(State's Exhibits 1 and 2 are received in the record.)
BY ATTORNEY SPEARS:
Q Now, I'm only going to show the second one, even though 1 is

evidence. And now I'd like to play your bodycam footage of the
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Victoria Beaudoin - Direct by Attorney Spears

initial incident as opposed to you trying to clear the scene
before that. I'm going to pause it every now and again and ask
you a question to clarify, but I think what I'd like to do is
play it once, and then we might go back over a couple of things.
All right.

(State's Exhibit 2 is published to the jury.)
BY ATTORNEY SPEARS:
0 So, officer, can you see this screen all right?
A I can see it.
Q The individual with the flashlight in the middle of your
body camera footage, who is that?
A That's Deputy Abell.
Q Okay. Now, it's hard to see, but there's a figure. I'm
talking over — what's over here?
A That is Mr. Morris's balcony.
Q Okay. Aﬁd is Mr. Morris 6n his balcony at this point in
time?
A He's still kind of in the apartment right at the door. Like
his head is on the balcony; the rest of him is inside the
apartment.
Q So over here, same thing, same video. He's on the
right-hand side. All right.

(State's Exhibit 2 is published to the jury.)
BY ATTORNEY SPEARS:

Q Who was that talking, "What's your name again?"
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Victoria Beaudoin - Direct by Attorney Spears

A He's referring to Abell.
Q So that's the defendant, Mr. Morris?
A Yes, sir.
Q Okay. Thank you.
(State's Exhibit 2 is published to the jury.)
ATTORNEY SPEARS: Your Honor? Your Honor, may we approach
briefly?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

(Sidebar discussion off the record.)

(State's Exhibit 2 is published to the jury.)
BY ATTORNEY SPEARS:
o) Officer, when you said uh—uh just. now, what had he done?
A He had hit me.
Q Okay.

(State's Exhibit 2 is published to the jury.)
BY ATTORNEY SPEARS: |
Q Sorry to keep pausing as it's going through, but
clarification here. What are you trying to do right now?
A At that point I was trying to —— I had done a knee strike on
him, and it didn't phase him, and I'm trying to, like, turn him
away from Abell so I can get him down on the ground, but it's not
working.
Q Okay.

(State's Exhibit 2 is published to the jury.)
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Victoria Beaudoein - Direct by Attorney Spears

BY ATTORNEY SPEARS:
Q What did he do exactly?
A He had hit me in the face. I had his left arm up behind
him, and he had béen swinging with his right hand, and I'm
standing off to the side. He hit me at least once there onto the
left side of my face.
Q Okay.
(State's Exhibit 2 is published to the jury.)
BY ATTORNEY SPEARS:
0 How about right there?
A I had been hit again.
0 At any point in time during this if you had been able to

take him down and subdue him in an arrest, would you have done

S07?

A Yes, sir.

Q Had you already called in for assistance at this point in
time?

A Yes, sir. You can hear the tones in the background. After

the first time he had hit me, I advised dispatch I was 10-10, and
that's why the tones were going off.

(State's Exhibit 2 is published to the Jury.)
BY ATTORNEY SPEARS:
Q Now, right here were y'all actually able to subdue him at
this point in time?

A We were able to maintain him on the ground.
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Victoria Beaudoin - Cross by Attorney Niravong

(State's Exhibit Z is published to the Jjury.)

BY ATTORNEY SPEARS:

0
A

Ts that after you put handcuffs on him?
I got one on him.

(State's Exhibit 2 is published to the jury.)

BY ATTORNEY SPEARS:

Q

Two more follow—up questions. All right. What county was

this apartment complex in?

A

Q

Dorchester County.

And this individual, Mr. Morris as you were describing in

your testimony and that we saw on the video, is he in the

courtroom today?

A

20 @ 0

Yes, sir.

Can you please point him out to the jury.

(indicating.) He's the one wearing the white shirt.

Please answer any questioné the defense might have for you.
Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Cross—examination.

CROSS—-EXAMINATION

BY ATTORNEY NIRAVONG:

Q

Ckay, Officer Beaudoin. And like the state, I will not

mispronounce your name anymore. Qfficer Beaudoin, you responded

to a call at, is it, Kilnsea Apartments?

A

Q

Yes, sir.

And that's in Summerville?
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Victoria Beaudoin - Cross by Attorney Niravong
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A Yes, sir, the city.

Q And upon arrival there was already a situation occurring
that had transpired before any bodycam or any recording device
had happened between Deputy Abell and Anthony; correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q So Deputy Abell, just for the record again, is a deputy for
the Dorchester County Sheriff's Office; correct?

A At the time, yes, sir. I don't know if he still is.

0 And during this altercation, alleged altercation, where you
had stated that you had been struck a few times, where was Deputy
Abell this whole time?

A At the time of the first hit, he was behind me. I had
gotten in between them to separate them. When I had gotten hit
the rest of the times, he was.in front of us, and I tried to keep
the distance between them so they wouldn't keep going at it.

0 And Deputj Abell, he's a pretty big guy; isn't he?

A He's tall, vyes, sir.

0 And he's a pretty fit dude; right?

A I believe so.

Q So it's fair to say if someone were to be hit by him, it
could cause some damage, as well?

A Yes, sir.

Q So let's rewind a little bit. After you arrive, you
investigate the scene, you gauge the situation, and you concluded

and found Anthony to be relatively calm inside his home; correct?
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Victoria Beaudoin - Cross by Attorney Niravong

A Not calm, no.

Q On your statement to the Court here that's logged and

authenticated, you state "relatively calm". So is he —
A I stated boisterous.
Q But I have an electronically filed court document here that

states how relatively calm he was, and that these are your
statements.

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Your Honor, may we approach?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

(Sidebar discussion off the record.)
BY ATTORNEY NIRAVONG:
Q Let's continue, Officer Beaudoin. But let's Jjust go back
then. We can both agree that you assessed that he was calm? You
agree just now he was calm?
A I said boisterous.
o) But calm. 4As you stated earlier in your direct examination,
that you had found that he was calm; he was in his house; right?
A He was in his house.
Q And, now, while Anthony was inside his house, Deputy Abell
began shouting at Anthony; correct?
A Yes.
Q In fact, Deputy Abell was goading Anthony come to come out
of his house; right?
A He told him to come and pick up his glass.

Q During this yelling and goading by Deputy Abell, you
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Victoria Beaudoin - Cross by Attorney Niravong

repeatedly directed Deputy Abell to stand down?

A I advised him to handle it with the apartment complex in the
morning.

Q And you had told him to, at that time to, let Anthony just
stay in his house; right?

A I had suggested that; yes.

Q Now, based on Deputy Abell's behavior, can you agree that he
just blatantly disregarded your orders to stand down?

A He's in charge of the apartment complex. He has the final
say—so.

Q The shouting, the shouting at Anthony who was still inside
his home, after your orders, you can agree that that can be
viewed as antagonizing?

Yes, sir.

Deputy Abell drinking that night?

I am not aware of that.

But you can agree that he was a bit confrontational as well?
Agree.

But you don't know for sure if he was or was not drinking?
No, sir.

So it could be a possibility?

- O S © R © B - @ S

I'm not sure.
Now, is it fair to say that there was, based on what we
discussed, that there was provocation of Anthony into this

altercation from Deputy Abell?
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Victeria Beaudoin - Redirect by Attorney Spears

A

Q

I'm sorry. Can you repeat?

Based on all we discussed Jjust now, it can be seen that

Anthony was provoked by Deputy Abell during their exchange?

A

Q

I wouldn't say provoked.

But he did continue to yell during the whole time; right?
He did tell him to come out and pick up his glass.
ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: No further questions. Thank you.

THE COURT: Any redirect?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Yeah.

REDIRECT EXAMTNATION

BY ATTORNEY SPEARS:

Q

One quick matter of clarification. You were asked if

Abell's a tall and fit guy, and if someone were to be hit by him

it could cause some damage also; right?

A
Q .

I would assume.

At any point in time during this entire altercation were you

struck by Deputy Abell?

A

Q
A

face.

No.
Are you clear and sure as to who struck you during this?

Yes. I was holding on to Mr. Morris when he struck me in my

ATTCRNEY SPEARS: No more questions, Your Honor.
THE COURT: You may step down, ma'am. Thank you.
You may call your next witness.

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Your Honor, can the state ask for just a
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Victoria Beaudoin - Redirect by Attorney Spears

five—minute recess, please?

THE COURT: Sure. Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, we'll
take a very brief recess. Will you please go to your jury room.
Please remember not to discuss the case among yourselves. And
we'll be right back with you.

(Jury escorted out of the courtroom at 1:59 p.m.)

(Court recessed at 1:59 p.m. and reconvened at 2:08 p.m.,

with defendant present.)
MATTER (S) OF LAW

THE COURT: Counsel, I received a note from one of our
jurors. And I'll publish it. It says: It has been a while, but
I think I know the police officer. I know her as Lane, and she
is married to Kenny and has two daughters. She was a friend of
my daughter—-in-law. I have not seen or heard of her for quite a
few years. Laura Jacko, no. 181. Also, that I also know her by
her given name. - |

Do you know one of the jurors, by chance?

MS. BEAUDOIN: Ms. Jacko. Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Okay. I'll just bring her out and just question
her regarding her knowledge of the officer and if she's heard
anything about the case, since she didn't answer that during the
voir dire process. Any objections to that?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: All right. Let's have Jjuror 181, please.

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Judge, I was Jjust told — it's an honest

i
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mistake on the juror's part, because no one knows her as
Victoria. She does go by Lane. And so I was calling her
Victoria Beaudein. That's probably why the juror didn't make the
connection.

THE COURT: And that's what it says; she didn't know her by
her given name, so that would make sense.

VOIR DIRE OF JURCR 181

(Juror 181 is escorted in the courtroom.)

THE COURT: Actually, if she comes right over here, it will
be a little easier for me.

Afternoon, ma'am. Is it Jacko?

JUROR 181: Jacko.

THE COURT: Ms. Jacko, I'm going to swear you in real quick.

LAURA A. JACKO, SWORN IN

THE COURT: So, Ms. Jacko, 1'm in receipt of your note and
it says you didn;t know the officer by her given néme. I
understand on the witness list she was described as Victoria
Beaudoin. Is that the confusion? You have to answer out loud so
the court reporter can take down what you're saying.

JUROR 181: Yes.

THE COURT: All right. And so based on that, you didn't
answer the question about knowing any of the witnesses; is that
correct?

JUROR 181: Right.

THE COURT: And your note says you haven't seen her in a
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while.

JUROR 181: Right.

THE COURT: Can you tell me about how long it's been?

JUROR 181l: Probably two, maybe three vears.

THE COURT: Twe years or so7?

JUROR 181: Uh-huh.

THE COURT: Would the fact that you've known her in the past
affect your ability to be fully fair and impartial in this case?

JUROR 181: T don't think it so. No.

THE COURT: Do you know anything about this case other than
what you heard through the testimony here so far here?

JUROR 181: Uh-uh.

THE COURT: 2And can you fully set that he relationship aside

and be fully fair and impartial to both the state and to the

defense?

JUROR 181: Yes.

THE COURT: And you hadn't heard anything about this case
before then; is that correct?

JUROR 181: Uh-huh.

THE COURT: You have to ——

JUROR 181: Yes.

THE COURT: Are there any other questions from either the
state or from the defense you would like for me to ask the juror?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Nothing from the state, Your Honor.

ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: Your Honor, we're going to ask for the
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juror to be recused because of the relationship.

THE COURT: She said that she can set it — do you visit in
each other's homes or anything?

JURCR 181: No, not for a few years. And it was my
daughter—-in-law that —-

THE COURT: Your daughter in—-law that ——

JUROCR 181: ——— that is friends —— or, was friends with her.

THE COURT: Did she ever, like, come to your house and stay
for dinner, things of that nature?

JURCR 181: She came to the house; vyes. d

THE COURT: But you hadn't seen her in a couple years?

JUROR 181: Yes.

THE COURT: Can you please step outside. Thank you.

(Juror 181 is escorted out of the courtroom.)

THE COURT: Counsel, time for a motion. But it really would
have been more apﬁropriate_when she had left the coﬁrtroom.

ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: Yes. I apologize, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Now certainly I think she would have some sort
of potential bias against you because of that. I feel I have no
excuse but to excuse her to protect your client. But in the
future, please don't engage in that when there's a juror present
until the juror has left the courtroom.

ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: I apologize, Your Honor.

THE COURT: So we'll move on to the first alternate. Will

you let juror 181 know she's excused?
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DEPUTY/BAILIFF: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Thank you.

DEPUTY/BAILIFF: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything further before I bring the jury out?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Nothing, Judge.

THE COURT: Anything further from the defense before
bringing the jury out?

ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: ©No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Let's have our jury, please. We'll
mark this as a Court's exhibit.

(Court's Exhibit 1 is marked for identification.)

(Jurors seated in the courtroom at 2:14 p.m.)

THE COURT: Welcome back, ladies and gentlemen of the jury.
We're now ready to proceed. You may call your next witness.

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Thank you, Your Honor. The state calls
Andrew Brucker. | |

CLERK OF COURT: If you'll place your left hand on the
Bible, and please raise your right hand and state your full name
for the record.
A Andrew Evan Brucker.

ANDREW E. BRUCEKER,

having first been duly sworn, was examined and testified as
follows:

CLERK OF COURT: Thank you. If you'll have a seat, and Just

speak right into that microphone.
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Andrew Brucker - Direct by Attorney Spears

THE COURT: Your witness.
ATTORNEY SPEARS: Thank you, Your Honor.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY ATTORNEY SPEARS:

Andrew, where do you currently work?
North Charleston Police Department.
What's your position there?
Currently narcotics.

And how long have you worked there?

Five years.

I was a patrol officer.

o ¥ o ¥ 0 P OO ¥ OO

Okay. Did you respond to a call that night involving
Officer Beaudoin?

A Yes, I did.

Q Can you just aescribe to the jﬁry the scene as you saw it
when you first arrived there.

A When I first arrived, the defendant was already on the
ground, with officers struggling to hold him there until more
officers arrived in order to keep him detained. He was very
combative; he was resisting; he was not following directions.
And it was just a very hectic seen at the moment when I arrived.
0 Were you able to provide assistance in restraining him?
A Yes. I was able to keep him from kicking until more

officers arrived. And once more officers arrived, we were able

56
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Andrew Brucker - Direct by Attorney Spears

to get him stood up, with about six or seven of us, probably.
0 What did y'all do once you got him stood up?
A Once we got him stood up, we tried to get him to walk him to
the car, but he kept trying to shake us off. He kept trying to
get away from us. He just would be deadweight, pretty much.
Q Were you able to get him into a wvehicle?
A Yes. It was a struggle, though. It tock many of us to get
him into a vehicle.
Q What happened after he was put into a vehicle?
A Once he was in the vehicle, he began kicking the inside of
the vehicle, which T heard immediately. I notified my supervisor
that's what he was doing. I see could that it was bending the
frame of the door because he was kicking it.
Q Were you wearing a body camera?
A T was.
| (State's Exhibit 3 is marked for identification.)

BY ATTORNEY SPEARS;
Q I'm showing you what's marked as State's Exhibit 3.
A QOkay.

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Approach, Your Honor?

(Sidebar discussion off the record.)

ATTORNEY SPEARS: May I approach the witness, Mr. Your
Honor?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.
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Andrew Brucker - Direct by Attorney Spears

BY ATTORNEY SPEARS:

Q Mr. Brucker, can you Just take a look at what's inside
there.
A Yes, sir.

Q State's Exhibit 3. What is on that disk?

A January 22nd, 2019. It has my initials, the date, and my
name it.

0 Were you able to review that disk?

A Yes, 1 was.

Q and can you tell us what is on that disk.

A What's on that disk is pretty much that my everything
bodycam captured. TIt's me walking up; has the other officers on
the ground, the defendant; and then it shows pretty much me
escorting the defendant to the vehicle.‘ And then we start
running up to the vehicle because he was trying to shake us off,
sc we tried to pin him against the éar until he settled back
down. I mentioned something about, "Did anyone else get
headbutted?" because he attempted to headbutt me.

And that shows —— well, you can hear him kicking the inside
of the car, and me notifying my supervisors that he was — that's
what he was doing.

Q And is this a fair and accurate representation of what
occurred on January 22nd, 20197
A It is.

0 All right.
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Andrew Brucker - Direct by Attorney Spears

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Your Honor, the state would request
State's Exhibit No. 3 into evidence.

THE COURT: Any objection?

ATTORNEY BARRETT: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Three is in.

(State's Exhibit 3 is received in the record.)

ATTORNEY SPEARS: May I publish?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

(State's Exhibit 3 is published to the jury.)
BY ATTORNEY SPEARS:
Q Now, officer, right here, it's kind of hard to see in the
dark, but where is Mr. Morris?
A He is on the ground. That is the sidewalk right there.
Q And about how many officers does it take to detain him?
A I would say there was probably four or five officers there.

(State's Exhibit 3 is publishedlto the jury.) |
BY ATTORNEY SPEARS:
Q So what's happening here? When y'all were trying to escort
him to the car, you said take him to the car, what happens here?
A He tried shaking officers off of him, trying to not go to
the car, and so we decide that it would probably be best just to
pin him up against the car until he relaxed again. But he was on
the sidewalk, on his own, and started walking. A2and then he took
off from there.

(State's Exhibit 3 is published to the jury.)
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Andrew Brucker ~- Cross by Attorney Barrett

BY ATTORNEY SPEARS:
Q We're going to move it towards about 7:20 on there.
According to your previous testimony, you were able to get him
into the wvehicle after this last struggle?
A Yes.
Q And we're going to fast—forward. And he's been in the car
for a little while at this point in time?
A Uh-huh.
Q Can you tell us what's about to happen know?
A What's about to happen, I believe, is he begins kicking
inside of the car and bending the door frame.
Q All right.

(State's Exhibit 3 is published toc the jury.)

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Officer, please answer any questions the
defense might have for you.

| THE WITNESS: Okay.
THE COURT: Cross—examination.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY ATTORNEY BARRETT:

0 Good afternoon, officer. 1Is it Officer Brucker?

A Brucker, vyes.

Q Is it officer, or is it a different rank right know?
A You can just say officer. That's fine.

Just want to make sure. Corporal, this will be pretty

short. Did you witness Officer Beaudoin getting struck by

60




N o o N o ] = = = = - = = = = =
1871 1=y w (AN — o Yol oo ~J (o)) (&) s (98] (N — O

6l

Andrew Brucker - Cross by Attorney Barrett
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Mr. Morris?

A I did not.

Q Okay. When you got there, there were another officer on
scene.

ATTORNEY BARRETT: If I can get this good gentleman right
here to put it back to 7:19 real quick. I want to verify one
thing on the video.

THE WITNESS: COkay.

ATTORNEY BARRETT: I apologize for not letting you know that
ahead of time.

(State's Exhibit 3 is published tc the jury.)

ATTORNEY BARRETT: Right there, if you can kind of pause it.
BY ATTORNEY BARRETT:

Q If you look up on that video, you can kind of see the one

leg that's in shorts? See what I'm talking about?

A Yes.

Q I'm assuming that's not a North Charleston police officer
uniform?

A No, it is not.

Q Okay, that's all I want to know. Does North Charleston have
jurisdiction over this property?

A It does.

Q It does. Does Dorchester County have jurisdiction over this
property?

A It does.
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Andrew Brucker - Cross by Attorney Barrett

Q Does Dorchester County and North Charleston have
jurisdiction when one is a courtesy officer and one is an on-duty
police officer?

A I'm sorry. Could you repeat the question?

Q In this situation, we have an off-duty Dorchester County
Sheriff's officer out of uniform; correct?

A Yes.

Q He is responding to a disturbance call, I'm assuming,
through the apartment complex?

A Correct.

Q And then we have Officer Beaudoin here who responds to
dispatch, police dispatch, saying "Go to this. We have a
disturbance."” She's in uniform, wearing a bodycam, blue lights,
the whole nine yards we're used to.

We've got Deputy Abell there who's just in his PT clothes,
it.looks like, physiéal training outfit, whatever you want to
call it.

A Uh-huh.

Q Whose scene is that, to your knowledge? To the best of your
training with North Charleston Police Department, who's in charge
of that scene?

A I would say Detective Beaudoin. Or, Officer Beaudoin. I'm
sorry. She changed titles.

Q So she is in charge, to the best of your knowledge? She

should be the one that —— she's got primacy, if you will, T
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Andrew Brucker - Cross by Attorney Barrett

believe the term is?
A I would say so.

ATTORNEY BARRETT: OCkay. That's all. Thank you.

THE COURT: Any redirect?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: You may step down, sir. Thank you.

You may call your next witness.

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Your Honor, may Officer Brucker be
released?

THE COURT: Any objection?

ATTORNEY BARRETT: I have no objection, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you, sir. You may leave.

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Your Honor, at this time the state rests.

THE COURT: ILadies and gentlemen of the jury, the state has
rested their case. We must take a very brief recess before we
proceed. If you would please go to yéur Jjury room. Aithough the
state has rested, please remember not to discuss this matter
amongst yourselves. We'll be right back with you.

(Jury escorted out of the courtroom at 2:27 p.m.)

MATTER(S) OF LAW

THE COURT: All right. Is the defendant intending to
testify?

ATTORNEY BARRETT: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: And have y'all had an opportunity —— I know Alan

was going to get the jury instructions to y'all. Do y'all want
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to take a look at those real quick before we go intoc —— are you
going to call any witnesses?

ATTORNEY BARRETT: We are not, Your Honor. Now that the
jury's out, we were going to ask if there's any chance of a
directed verdict.

THE COURT: Sure. I'll let you make that motion. Real
quick, I was just ——

ATTORNEY BARRETIT: I just want to make sure I make them,
Your Honor.

THE COURT: 1I'll get Alan to print those, and then we can
take care of the motions. Go ahead. I'll be happy to hear from
you on your motion.

ATTORNEY BARRETT: Your Honor, at this point we'd ask for a
motion for directed verdict. We don't believe the state's proven
its case.

| THE COURT: I'm going to have to respectfully disaéree.
There has been direct and circumstantial evidence tending to
establish the guilt of the defendant on each of the elements in
the crime charged against him. And your motion is respectfully
denied.

ATTORNEY BARRETT: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. So are there any particular jury
instructions that y'all wish me to give?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Your Honor, I've got — I'd like to kind

of read what the instruction for resisting, the first one is, if
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it pleases the Court.

THE COURT: Sure.

ATTORNEY SPEARS: I had a couple proposed ones, but I don't
really think they came up in testimony, so I'm not really
concerned with requesting them.

THE COURT: Y'all just want to look and see what we have
from the bench book, and then we can kind of go from there?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: We'll get Alan to print that, and also a verdict
form.

DEFENDANT'S 5TH AMENDMENT RIGHTS

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Morris, if you would please
stand.

Have you discussed with him about his right to testify? Are
you ready for me to question him regarding that?

ATTORNEY BARRETIT: We have, Your Honor.

CLERK OF COURT: Mr. Morris, if you'll please raise your
right hand, and state your full name for the record.

THE DEFENDANT: Anthony Bernard Morris.

ANTHONY BERNARD MORRIS, SWORN IN

THE COURT: Mr. Morris, if you wish to take off your mask
while you're talking, you can do so. Mr. Morris, at this time
I'm going to explain to you certain of your rights. If you do
not understand anything that I say, please let me know. If you

want me to explain anything in further detail, please let me
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know.

We have now reached the stage of the trial where you may
present your defense. You have the right to explain the
protections givens to you by the Fifth Amendment of the
Constitution of the United States. This Amendment states, in
part, that no person shall be compelled in a criminal case to be
a witness against himself. This means that you cannot be
required to testify in this case. You have the right to testify
in your own behalf. However, no one can make you testify. This
is a personal right, and no one can waive this right except for
you.

If you decide to testify, you will be subject to the same
rules that govern other witnesses, and you may be examined and
cross—examined on any relevant issue in this case.

In addition, if you had any convictions involving
dishonesty, or false statement, or for crimes punishablé by
imprisonment for more than one year, and I determine that the
probative value of these convictions outweigh the prejudicial
effect to you, the solicitor will be able to introcduce your
records to attack your credibility.

If yoﬁ decide to testify, this decision, on your part, must
be made freely, voluntarily, and intelligently, with the
knowledge of the protections given to you by the Fifth Amendment
and the consequences of your decision to testify.

If you decide not to testify, I will instruct the Jjurors
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that they cannot give the fact that you did not testify any
consideration whatsoever, and that there is to be absolutely
prejudice to you because you did not testify.

It is left entirely up to you whether or not you wish to
testify. You can talk to your attorney, your family, or anycne
else, but that decision must be completely your decision.

Do you understand what I've explained to you?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Do you have any questions about what I've
explained to you?

THE DEFENDANT: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: Do you need any more time to talk with your
attorneys regarding your decision to testify?

THE DEFENDANT: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: Do you wish to testify?

THE DEFENDANT: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: All right, sir. Thank you.

When we get the jury instructions —— we'll go ahead and

print those out real quick and go over them. ILooking at the

proposed jury charges, it has failure of the defendant to testify

on there twice. I'll just read it the second time and not the
first time.

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Thank you, Your Honor. That's the only
issue I saw.

THE CQURT: Defense, y'all see anything that's missing in
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here?

ATTORNEY NTRAVONG: Maybe I'm reading it too slow. It's
okay the way it is, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. And then Alan pointed out, on the
verdict form, apparently there was a typo on there.

ATTORNEY SPEARS: I didn't even notice that.

THE COURT: I assume you're all ready for the jury?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: The state is ready, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Defense ready?

ATTORNEY BARRETT: Yes.

THE COURT: Defense, I'll just ask if you intend on calling
anybody. You can rest. And then we'll just go straight into
closings.

ATTCRNEY NIRAVONG: Yes, Your Honor.

(Jurors seated in the courtroom at 2:42 p.m.)

fHE COURT: Welcoﬁe back, ladies aﬁd gentlemen of the jury.
We are now ready to proceed.

Does the defense intend on calling any witnesses?

ATTORNEY BARRETT: We do not, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Defense rests?

ATTCRNEY BARRETT: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, please pay
close attention, as it 1is now time for closing arguments.

Solicitor.
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CLOSING STATEMENT ON BEHALEF OF THE STATE

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Thank you, Your Honor.

Told you this would be a quick one, and I hope I didn't
disappoint on this. Usually our trials can run up to a week or
so, and so this was a —— not a terrible Monday.

But, again, as I told you earlier today, I'm Mike Spears
with the solicitor's office. In case you are wondering, this is
John Rivers. He is helping me out here today. This is his first
trial so if, at any point in time, he looked like he was about to
throw up, that's why. I'm not going to take too long. The judge
is going to charge you with the law. And you, as the finders of
facts, will apply the evidence to the law to determine what
happened on January 22nd, 2019.

Now, the statute says that it is unlawful for a person to
knowingly and willfully assault, beat or wound a law enforcement
officer when resisting an arrest being made by one who the person
knows or reasonably should know is a law enforcement officer.

South Carolina Court of Appeals tells us that somebody
doesn't even have to be charged with the underlying arrest, the
underlying reason for arrest, for resisting arrest to still
apply.

In this scenario, our officer, she intended to arrest him
for striking her. She ended up not charging him with fact. He
is here with charged with striking her while resisting that

arrest.
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I have the burden of proof in this case. As an officer of
the state, I must prove this case beyond a reasonable doubt. And
you'll hear about reasonable doubt in the jury charge. That does
not mean beyond any and all doubt. It simply means that, at the
end of this trial, if you firmly convinced that the defendant
committed the alleged actions, then you must find him guilty.

You saw the video here, and you heard the testimony. The
sole aggressor, I submit to you, was Mr. Morris.

Now, I understand where the defense was talking about Deputy
Abell aggravating the situation, all right, by telling Morris to
clean up the glass. He didn't let everything lie. Well, our
testimony also says, from the officer, that she doesn't
necessarily have the right to tell him what to do as a security
officer of the hotel — not hotel, of the apartment complex. He
can do what he wants to trxy to keep the peace there.

However, on that Qideo, I submit td you none of us séw any
moment where Deputy Abell instigating physical battery against
Mr. Morris. We saw Mr. Morris approach Abell, headbutt him, and
that's when our officer got in the way, got in the middle of it.
And that's when he struck her; that's when he assaulted her,
wounded her, committed battery upon her person.

And then the rest of that video is truly her struggling to
try to get him down. He is significantly larger than she is, and
she's doing the best she can to try to subdue him until backup

arrives.
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Now, the three videos that we put into evidence, they're
actually going to go back to the jury deliberation room with you.
You can re-watch them if you want to while you all discuss.

But you'll note that the entirety of the physical
aggression, when the physical assault and battery is upon her,
come from Mr. Morris, and it's while she is attempting to arrest
him. She tells him, and he answered, "Why are you trying to keep
me from jail?" She said, "Because you already put your hands on
me." And you immediately hear him do it again. And it doesn't
end there. I mean, he hits her a number of times.

And she has permanent hearing loss because of this, and had
to have surgery, according to her testimony, from that night when
she is the peacekeeper in this scenario, simply trying to bring
everything back down to normal and prevent things from getting
worse. And that's her reward for doing her job as a peacekeeper,
an officer of the peace; is getting assaulted like that and
permanently disfigured. When I say disfigured, I mean
prermanently losing part of her hearing.

ladies and gentlemen, it's clear. The video shows it. This
is a resisting arrest case. Officer Morris, in Dorchester
County, was being arrested for an assault, and he resisted, and,
in doing so, he struck Officer Beaudoin, and that is why he is
guilty of this crime. Thank you.

THE COURT: Counsel.
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CLOSING STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE DEFENSE

ATTORNEY BARRETT: My esteemed colleague right here,

Mr. Spears, just called Officer Beaudoin a peacekeeper. I find
that a very peculiar term, because peacekeepers step in between
two fighting factions. The UN does a lot this stuff; the U.S.
does a lot of this stuff, but there has to be two people
fighting. And my question is why is there a deputy from
Dorchester County Sheriff's Office, in civilian clothes, without
a bodycam on, trying to instigate —— excuse me, trying to cause
this fight to occur?

I would have hoped we would have had some more testimony
from Deputy Abell about this. Maybe he could have shed some
light; maybe he wouldn't have. I don't know, but he's not here.

Mr. Morris here, Anthony, was inside his house, having a bad
day, having a great day, having a day. Maybe he threw some beer
bottles out; maybe he didn't. There arelapartments above his.
They could have thrown the beer bottles out, but they decided to
harass him; they decided to cause him problems. I don't know
why. I can only speculate, and you cannot speculate.

What strikes me as very odd, when Officer Beaudoin was doing
her jcb and she's trying to break up Deputy Abell and Anthony
from going at it —— and they were both going at it, you see that
in the video —— at what point did she have to do that Jjob because
Deputy Abell enticed him out of his house, pulls him out by

verbally aggravating him?

72




B W N =

Ww 0 -1 o

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

73

He's already called 911 and talked to them because he wanted
a North Charleston Police Officer there. He's that concerned
about it. And Deputy Abell, in his civilian clothes, with no
bodycam on, decides to try to entice him out of the house.

And in doing so, he finally does come out. Oh, I'll pick up
the bottles; I'll do whatever. And the tension elevates. Once
that tension is elevated, it gets to a certain point. And we're
all human. We've all snapped at one point in our lives at a kid,
spouse, coworker, I don't know, dog that was having a bad day.
We've all done it at least once. We're guilty of it. The image
is inside of our heads. We snap. In this case, it's with Deputy
bbell. The two of them go at it.

Now, I cannot discount the fact that Officer Beaudoin over
here was injured. You don't just develop hearing loss for no
reason. You don't get nerve damage for no reason. I believe she
was struck. Was she struck during this fight? Prcbably. But
there were three people here. You have her. She's struck. You
have Anthony, who's been enticed out of his house by Deputy
Abell. And Deputy Abell is also in this chaotic fight.

You hear a lot of what was identified as blows landing, but
you don't see who's throwing punches; you don't see who's landing
those blows. Was it Deputy ARbell? He's a pretty big gquy. Looks
like it on video, at least. I can assume he is, because I've
never seen him in person. Anthony's a pretty big buy. I don't

know who's the one throwing punches and landing. I can't tell
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from the video. You can't tell from the video.

When I first started practicing law, I asked somebody why he
defended people. I was curious, sitting in a bar one night,
actually. And he gave me this —— he kind of slightly misquoted,
but it was Benjamin Franklin and Sir William Lacson. And the
concept is, you would rather have 100 guilty people go free than
one innocent person go to jail. That's something you need to
think about, because that is the basis of our system. We're not
other countries where we assume guilt; throw you in jail; and
say, "Good luck proving your innocence." We do it the exact
opposite way for a reason. It's become a very polarized issue in
this country. It's one you need to take seriously.

We talked to Anthony a lot over the last week or so working
on this case. We wouldn't be up here vigorously defending him if
we didn't think there was something to defend.

As far as I'm concerned, obviously Anthony is innocenf,
because I'm his defense attorney. So is Eck. As far as Mike is
concerned, he's not going to bring this case unless he thinks
he's guilty.

The beauty of this is we're both biased. Y'all are not
supposed to be. You need to take into consideration everything
that's been in front of you today. I realize it hasn't been a
lot. It probably calls on you to you make a lot of judgments.
And we trust you to do it. That's all I have for you. Thank

you.
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JURY CHARGE

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, it's now time
for me to charge you on the law in this case. The indictment
charged the defendant with one count of resisting arrest, beating
or wounding a police officer serving proc¢ess or while resisting
arrest.

I remind you that the fact that the defendant was arrested,
charged and indicted in this case is not evidence in this case
and cannot be considered by you as evidence of guilt in this
case, nor does it create any presumption or inference of guilt.
This document is simply the formal written instrument and
contains the charge made against the defendant. It is a formal
document by which this case is brought into this court.

The defendant has pled not guilty to this indictment, and
that plea puts the burden on the state to prove the defendant
guilty.l A person chargea with committing a criminal offense in
South Carolina is never required to prove himself innocent. I
charge you that it is an important rule of the law that the
defendant in a criminal trial, no matter the seriousness of what
the charge may be, will always be presumed to be innocent of the
crime for which the indictment was issued unless guilt has been
proven by evidence satisfying you of that guilt beyond a
reasonable doubt. This presumption of innocence does not end
when you begin your deliberations but it accompanies the

defendant throughout the trial until you reach a verdict of guilt
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based upon the evidence satisfying you of that guilt beyond a
reasonable doubt.

The presumption of innocence is like a robe of righteousness
placed about the shoulders of the defendant, which remains with
the defendant until it has been stripped from the defendant by
evidence satisfying you of the defendant's guilt beyond a
reasonable doubt. The presumption of innocence is not a mere
legal theory. It is not just a legal phrase. It is the
substantial right to which every defendant is entitled to unless
you, the jury, are satisfied from the evidence of the defendant's
guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

What is a reasonable doubt in the law? A reasonable doubt
is the kind of doubt that would cause a reasonable person to
hesitate to act. The state has the burden of proving the
defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. Some of you may have
served as Jurors in civil cases where you ﬁere told that it‘is
only necessary to prove that a fact is more likely true than not
true, such as by the greater weight, or preponderance, of the
evidence. In criminal cases, the state's proof must be more
powerful than that. It must be beyond a reasonable doubt.

Proof beyond a reasonable doubt is proof that leaves you
firmly convinced of the defendant's guilt. There are very few
things in this world that we know with absolute certainty. In
criminal cases, the law does not require proof that overcomes

every possible doubt. If, based on your consideration of the
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evidence, you are firmly convinced that the defendant is guilty
of the crime charged, you must find the defendant guilty. If, on
the other hand, you think there is a real possibility the
defendant is not guilty, you must give the defendant the benefit
of the doubt and find him not guilty.

I remind you that during this trial you and I have certain
duties to perform. As the trial judge, it's my responsibility to
preside over the trial of this case, and T alsc have the duty to
rule on admissibility of the evidence offered during this trial.

You are to consider only the competent evidence before you.
If there was any testimony ordered stricken from this record in
this case during this trial, you must disregard that testimony.
You are to consider only the testimony which has been presented
from the witness stand, any exhibits which have been made part of
the record in this case, and any stipulations of counsel.

I have the additiocnal duty to charge &ou the law applicable
to this case. As the presiding judge, I am the sole Jjudge of the
law of this case, and it is your duty, as Jjurors, to accept and
apply the law as I now state it to you. If you already have an
idea as to what the law is or what the law ought to be and it
does not agree with what I now tell you what the law is, you must
abandon this idea because you are sworn to accept the law and
apply the law exactly as I state it to you.

In every case tried in this court about before a jury, the

jury becomes the sole and exclusive judge of the facts in the
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case. A trial judge cannot intimate, state, comment on, or make
any statement to the trial Jjury about the facts in the case.
Since you, the jury, are the sole Jjudges of the facts in this
case, you are not to infer from what I have said during the
progress of this trial in ruling upon the admissibility of
evidence or otherwise, or anything that I say now during the
course of this instruction to you that I have any opinion about
the facts in this case. The law does not allow me to have an
opinion about the facts in this case.

This matter is solely for you, the jury, to determine. As
jurors, it is your duty to determine the effect, value, weight,
and truth of the evidence presented during trial.

There are two types of evidence which are generally
presented during a trial, direct evidence and circumstantial
received. Direct evidence directly proves the existence of a
fact and'does not require deduction. Circumstantial evidence 1is
proof of a chain of facts and circumstance indicating the
existence of a fact.

Crimes may be proven by circumstantial evidence. The law
makes no distinction between the weight or to the wvalue to be
given, either to direct or circumstantial evidence. However, to
the extent that the state relies on circumstantial evidence, all
of the circumstances must be consistent with each other and, when
taken together, point conclusively to the guilt of the accused

beyond a reasonable doubt. If these circumstances merely portray
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the defendant's behavior as suspicious, the proof has failed.

The state has a burden of proving the defendant guilty
beyond a reasonable doubt. This burden rests on the state
regardless of whether the state relies on direct evidence,
circumstantial evidence, or some combination of the two.

Necessarily, you must determine the credibility of witnesses
who have testified in this case. Credibility simply means
believability. It becomes your duty, as jurors, to analyze and
to evaluate the evidence and determine which evidence convinces
you of its truth.

In determining the believability of witnesses who have
testified in this case, you may believe one witness over several
witnesses, or several witnesses over one witness. You may
believe a part of the testimony of a witness, and reject the
remaining part of the testimony of that same witness. You may
believe the testimony of a witness in its entirety or reject.the
testimony of a witness in its entirety.

You may consider whether any witness has any exhibited to
you any interest, bias, prejudice, or other motive in this case.
You may also consider the appearance and the manner of the
witness while on the witness stand.

I instruct you and emphasize that the fact the defendant did
not testify is not a factor to be considered by you in any way in
your deliberation and in your consideration of the question of

guilt or the innocence of the defendant. It must not be
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considered by you in any manner whatsoever. A defendant has a
constitutional right to remain silent, and the assertion of this
right must not be considered by you in your deliberations.

I repeat, under your oath, you are to draw no conclusion
whatsocever from the fact that the defendant did not testify. The
fact that the defendant did not testify should not even be
discussed in the jury room. The burden of proof, as I have
stated to you, is on the state. A defendant is not required to
prove his innocence. The burden of proof remains on the state to
prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

In order to establish criminal liability, criminal intent is
required. For example, the mental state required to be proven by
the state for a particular crime might be purpose, intent,
knowledge, recklessness or criminal negligence. Criminal intent
must be proven by the state beyond a reasonable doubt. Criminal
intent is always a matter fhat must be determined by the jur?
from the circumstances surrounding the situation. There is no
way to prove intent to a mathematical certainty. There 1s no way
medical science can dissect a person's brain and determine what
the person had in mind, so the law says that criminal intent
maybe inferred from the circumstances shown to have existed.

This is how you make a determination as to whether or not
the element requiring intent was present. It is not necessary to
establish intent by direct and positive evidence, but intent may

be established by inference in the same way as any other fact by
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taking into consideration the acts of the parties and all of the
facts and circumstances of the case.

Criminal intent is a mental state, a conscious wrongdoing.
It is up to you to determine what the defendant intended to do
based upon the circumstances shown to have existed. Criminal
intent can arise from action or a failure to act, and may arise
from negligence, recklessness, or an indifference to duty or to
consequences that is considered, by law, to be the equivalent of
criminal intent.

The defendant is charged with assaulting a law enforcement
officer while resisting a lawful arrest. The state must prove
beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant knowingly and
willfully assaulted, beat, or wounded a law enforcement officer
who was serving, executing or attempting to serve or execute a
legal writ or process, or the defendant assaulted, beat, or
wounded an officer when thé defendant was resisting an arresf
being made by a person the defendant knew or reasonably should
have known was a law enforcement officer.

Knowingly means with knowledge, consciously done. Willfully
means was done intentionally and not done by accident.

An assault occurs when a person violently or forcefully
attempts to hurt or injure another person, and has the present
ability to complete the attempted injury.

An assault is the intentional creation of fear of immediate

bodily harm. It is not necessary that the attempted injury or
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harm actually take place. For example, if T walk up to you, and
when we are within arm’'s reach I draw back to hit you, that is an
assault.

A battery is an unlawful touching of another by a person who
has committed the assault. An unlawful touching can be caused by
a part of the accused or by any object that the accused puts in
motion.

A battery is a completion of the assault by using or
applying force to another person, however slight, in a rude,
anéry or resentful manner without legal justification for doing
s0. Under my earlier example, if I carry through the assault by
hitting you, that is a battery.

A law enforcement officer means any duly appointed
commissioned law enforcement officer of state, county, or
municipality.

Ladiés and gentlemen df the jury, your &erdict must be a
unanimous verdict which, of course, means that all 12 of you must
agree on the verdict. And, ma'am, in the green shirt on the
front row, can I have your name please?

JURCR 286: Chasity Ramsey.

THE COURT: Ms. Ramsey, I'm going to appoint you as the jury
foreperson because you're sitting in that chair. It's a
scientific process, as you can tell. And you'll have the verdict
form, along with the indictment in the jury room with you. |

And the verdict form is rather self-explanatory. It states,
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as to the charge of assault, beat, or wounding a police officer
serving a process or while resisting arrest, we, the Jury,
unanimously find the defendant, and then you circle the
appropriate verdict, sign and it, and it is dated.

You will also have the indictment in the jury room with you.
And on the front of the indictment there's a section here on the
front that says verdict. If you would write the appropriate
verdict, and sign and date as the foreperson.

If you would, I will ask you to go to the jury room. Please
do not begin your deliberations until you have the verdict form,
the indictment, and any éxhibits. When you receive those, you
may begin your deliberations. And when you do come to a verdict,
please knock on the door, and we'll bring you back in to read
your verdict. Thank you.

THE DEPUTY/BAILIFF: You want to let the alternates go, too?

THE COURT: If you'll put the alternates in a separate réom
other than the jury room.

THE DEPUTY/BAILIFF: Okay. Thank you, ma'am.

(Jury escorted out of the courtroom at 3:04 p.m.)

THE COURT: Are there any exceptions or objections to the
charge on the law from the state or the defense?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Nothing, Your Honor.

ATTORNEY BARRETT: Nothing, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. If you'll make sure we have all the

exhibits. And don't go too far in case we have a verdict.
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I need to release the alternates.

(Court recessed at 3:06 p.m.)

(Verdict form, Indictment, and exhibits go out to the jury

at 3:10 p.m.)
JURY QUESTION

(Coﬁrt reconvened at 3:35 p.m., with defendant present.)

THE COURT: It's my understanding that the jury's having a
difficult time reviewing the CDs that were introduced into
evidence. So I proposed to both, if they were okay, with
bringing the jury out and playing them in the courtroom. Any
objection from either side?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: No, Your Honor.

ATTORNEY BARRETT: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Let's have our jury, please.

(Court's Exhibit 2 is marked for identification.)

(Jury seated in the courtroom at 3:39 p.m.)

THE COURT: Welcome back, members of the jury. Madam
Forelady, I understand y'all are having a difficult time watching
the video.

THE FOREPERSON: Yes.

THE COURT: Would you all be okay if we just played it in
the courtroom? We can't send a different device back in the jury
room. Do y'all need all three.

THE FOREPERSON: Just the second video, I think, is where we

were.
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THE COURT: So State's Exhibit No. 3, the bodycam, the
bodycam of the second officer; would that be correct?

THE FOREPERSON: Her testifying —— or, her video. I'm
sorry. The second one.

THE COURT: All right. We will play that.

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Just for clarification, Your Honor, I
think that's State's No. 2.

THE COURT: Correct. Ma'am, if it's the wrong one, just let
me know.

(State's Exhibit 2 is published to the jury.)

THE COURT: Madam Forelady, does that conclude what you all
needed to see?

THE FOREPERSON: Yes.

THE COURT: All right. Would you all please retire to your
jury room for deliberations. Thank you.

(JUry.eSCOrted out of the courtroom at 3?46 p.m.)

THE COURT: All right. We'll be in recess until the jury
runs with a verdict.

JURY QUESTION

(Court recessed at 3:46 p.m. and reconvened at 5:17 p.m.,
with defendant present.)

THE COURT: I received a note from the jury. And it says,
"We cannot decide unanimously." So, of course, I'll bring them
in here and give them an Allen charge. Any objection from either

the state or from the defense?
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ATTORNEY SPEARS: No, Your Honor.

ATTORNEY BARRETT: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Let's have our jury, please.

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Judge, can we approach?

THE COURT: Sure.

(Sidebar discussion off the record.)

(Jury seated in the courtroom at 5:19 p.m.)

JURY QUESTION

THE COURT: Welcome back, ladies and gentlemen of the jury.
I received your note that states you cannot decide unanimously.
Ladies and gentlemen, you have stated that you've been unable to
agree on a verdict in this case. As I instructed you earlier,
the verdict of the jury must be unanimous. When a matter is in
dispute, it isn't always easy for even 2 people to agree, so when
12 penal must agree, it becomes even more difficult.

In most cases, absolute certainty cannot be reached or
expected. However, you have a duty to make every reasonable
effort to feach a unanimous verdict. In doing this, you should
consult with one another, express your own views, and listen to
the opinions of your fellow jurors, tell each other how you feel
and why you feel that way, discuss your differences with open
minds.

Although the verdict of the jury must be unanimous, every
one of you has the right to hold your own opinion. The verdict

you agree to must be your own verdict, the result of your own
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conviction, and you should not give up your firmly held beliefs
merely to be in agreement with your fellow jurors. The jury
should consider the minority's position, and the minority should
consider the majority's position. You should carefully consider
and respect the opinions of each other and re-evaluate your
position for reasonableness, correctness, and impartiality. You
must lay aside all outside matters and agree to examine the
questions before you based on the law and the evidence in this
case.

If you do that agree on a verdict in this case, I must
declare a mistrial. In that case it does not mean anybody wins;
it means that, at some point in a future time, I will try this
case with some other jury sitting where you now sit. The same
participants will come and the same lawyers will ask basically
the same questions and give basically the same answers, and we'll
go through the whole process again. |

You were selected in the same manner and from the same
sources as any future jury will be, and there's no reason for me
to suppose that the case well ever been submitted to 12 more
intelligent, impartial, and conscientious, and competent jurors
than you, or that more or clearer evidence will be produced on
one side or the other.

I, therefore, ask you to return to your deliberations with
the hope that you can arrive at a verdict within a reasonable

time. Please return to your jury room to continue your
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deliberations.

(Jury escorted out of the courtroom at 5:22 p.m.)

THE COURT: Any exceptions or objections on the charge of
the law from either the state or the defense?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: None, Your Honor.

ATTORNEY BARRETT: None, Your Honor.

THE COURT: We'll mark this as a Court's exhibit.

(Court's Exhibit 4 is marked for identification.)

(Court recessed at 5:23 p.m. and reconvened at 5:45 p.m.,

with defendant present.)
JURY QUESTION

THE COURT: Welcome back, ladies and gentlemen of the jury.
I'm in receipt of your question. Really, the best way to address
your question is to replay the officer's testimony, so we will
replay her testimony for you.

(Testimony of Victoria Béaudoin is replayéd, via audio
recording, for the jury.)

THE COURT: Thank you, ladies and gentlemen of the jury. I
hope that answers your question. You may retire to your jury
room to continue your deliberations.

(Jury 1s escorted out of the courtroom at 6:19 p.m.)

THE COURT: We'll mark this last one as a Court's exhibit,
as well.

(Court's Exhibit 5 is marked for identification.)

THE COURT: It appears that we have a verdict. Anything

a8
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before we bring the jury out?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Nothing, Your Honor.

ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: Nothing, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Let's have our Jjury, please.

VERDICT

(Jury seated in the courtroom at 8:26 p.m.)

THE CQURT: Madam Forelady, has the jury reached a verdict?

THE FOREPERSON: We have.

THE COURT: Would you please hand it to bailiff.

Madam Clerk, if you'd please publish the verdict.

CLERK Of COURT: Yes, ma'am. In the matter of the State of
South Carolina wversus Anthony Morris, Indictment no.
2019-Gs-18-00375, as to the charge of assault, beat, or wound
police officer serving process or while resisting arrest, we, the
jury, unanimously find the defendant guilty. Dated March 21st,
2022. Signed by Foreperson Chasity Ramsey. .

THE COURT: Thank you, Madam Clerk. Does the defense wish
to poll the Jjury?

ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: Yes.

CLERK OF COURT: As I call your juror number and name, if
you'll please stand. Juror no. 323, Alexandra Smith. Was this
your verdict in the jury room?

JUROR 323: Yes.

CLERK QF CQURT: Is it still your verdict?

JURCOR 323: Yes.
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Was this your verdict

Was

was

Was

CLERK OF COURT:

JUROR 204:

Yes.

CLERK OF COURT:

JUROR 204:

Yes.

CLERK OF COURT:

this your wverdict

JUROR 268:

Yes.

CLERK OF COURT:

JURCR 268:

Yes.

CLERK OF COURT:

this your verdict

JURCR 32:

Yes.

CLERK OF COURT:

JUROR 32:

Yes.

CLERK OF COURT:

this your verdict

JUROR 403:

Yes.

CLERK OF COURT:

JUROR 403:

Yes.

CLERK OF COURT:

Stewart Howell.

JUROR 175:

Thank you. Juror no. 204, Heather Kline.

in the jury room?
Is it still your verdict?

Thank you. Juror no. 268, Oliver Osorio.

in the jury room?
Is it still your verdict?

Thank you. Juror no. 32, Katherine Bond.

in the jury room?
Is it still your verdict?

Thank you. Jury. ©No. 403, Ashley Wright.

in the jury room?
It still your verdict?

Thank you. Juror no. 175, Katherine

Was this your verdict in the jury room?

Yes.

CLERK OF COURT:

Juror 175:

Yes.

Is it still your verdict?
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CLERK OF COURT: Thank you.
Was this your verdict in the jury
JUROR 363: Yes.
CLERK OF COURT: 1Is it still
JUROR 363: Yes.
CLERK OF COURT: Thank you.
Was this your verdict in the jury
JUROR 222: Yes.
CLERK OF COURT: Is it still
JURCR 222: Yes.
CLERK OF COURT: Thank you.
Was this your verdict in the jury
JUROR 287: Yes.
CLERK OF COURT: Is it still
JURCR 287: Yes.
CLERK Of COURT: Thank you.
Patterson. Was this your verdict
JUROR 275: Yes.
CLERK OF COURT: 1Is it still
JURCR 275: Yes.
CLERK OF COURT: Thank you.
Was this your verdict in the Jjury
JUROR 286: Yes.
CLERK OF COURT: Is it still

JUROR 286: Yes.

Juror no. 363, Gesualdo Vietri.

room?

your verdict?

Juror no 222, Scott Manchester.

room?

your verdict?

Juror no. 287, Michael Rhea.

room?

your verdict?

Jury. No. 275, James

in the jury room?

your verdict?

Jury. No. 286, Chasity Ramsey.

room?

your verdict?
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CLERK OF COURT: Thank you. And Juror no. 305, Catherine
Sammons. Was this your verdict in the jury room?

JUROR 305: Yes.

CLERK OF COURT: Is it still your verdict?

JURCR 305: Yes.

CLERK OF COURT: Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you, madam clerk.

Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, if you'd please retire to
your Jjury room, I'll be in there momentarily to release you.

(Jury escorted out of the courtroom at 6:30 p.m.)

(Court's Exhibit 3 is marked for identification.)

THE COURT: Solicitor, if you'd please prepare a sentencing
sheet.

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything further before I release the jury, from
either party? |

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Nothing from the state, Your Honor.

ATTORNEY BARRETT: Nothing, Your Honor.

THE COURT: 1I'll be right back.

(The Court leaves the courtroom temporarily and returns to
resume the bench.}

THE COURT: Solicitor, ready?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Yes, Your Honor. 1 apologize. I was
making sure this was a violent crime —- it wasn't a violent

crime.
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THE COURT: All right. Are the parties ready to proceed
with sentencing?

ATTORNEY BARRETT: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Yes, sir, solicitor.

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Your Honor, I've spoken about this case
with Ms. Beaudoin, and she's expressed to me from the git—go that
she thinks multiple years kind of far exceeds the crime; that she
does not want to ruin his life; she simply wants him to face what
he's done, and wanting to acknowledge what was done. That's why
we went so low with the plea offer.

I don't do this, but in this specific scenario the state
would request some sort of a split sentence, maybe a year,
followed by probation. The defense has told us that he is
attempting to get his life together, and Officer Beaudoin doesn't
want to ruin his life as punishment for this. She just wants
accountability for what he did to her that nighﬁ.

THE COURT: Does the state have a restitution request as far
as the car?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Any prior record?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: None, Your Honor.

THE COURT: I'll be happy to hear from defense.

ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: Well, Your Honor, it's not so much the
fact that he's trying to get his life together. He has his life

together. You know, as bad as this looked or seemed to the Jjury
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today, this was an isolated incident. It was one night that
whatever happened happened. I think he went through some
perscnal things, obviously.

I want to restate, he does have zero criminal history, Your
Honor. Prior to that, no incidences. In the three years since,
no incidences.

He's got two great jobs, professional jobs, one leading to
the next job, which is more than a job, it's a career, where he
has opportunity to build some decent wealth; professional wealth,
as well. He'll lose his job, Your Honor, if he goes in. As
simple as that. Everything he's worked for will go away.

He comes from a good family. He helps take care of his
parents. And I Jjust, you know, anything —— I think, from today,
it's a harsh realization that he does take accountability through
what happened today.

Mike, do.you have anything'you want to add?

ATTORNEY BARRETT: Just to reiterate everything Mr. Niravong
just said, Your Honor. He's talked to us ad nauseam for the last
two weeks about this. He's been remorseful that this incident
even occurred, that night occurred. He's got a sparkling record
as far as criminal history goes.

He most likely, even if he receives probation, will loss
these jobs and have to start over again on his professional side
and career side to build himself back up. And that, in itself in

this day and age, is a huge obstacle to overcome, particularly
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given the circumstances of the economy right now.

We would just ask for as much mercy as the Court can offer.

THE COURT: Anything further from anyone?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Nothing, Your Honor.

ATTORNEY NIRAVONG: I think, Your Honcr, you hear —— you
hear sometimes where there's that one guy, there's that one
person that you want to, you know, like, you can do this. But,
you know, this guy deserves it. This guy deserves a chance for,
you know, the mercy that you are able to give. I think,
certainly in all my time practicing, Anthony's it, you know. In
our line of work, we get a lot of pecple that don't deserve the
chance; that get more leniency than Anthony may or may not get
today. And Anthony deserves it. T mean, he's the one. I met
with him numerous times. T can't emphasize it anymore that this
is the guy that deserves that chance, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything further from anyone? All right.

SENTENCE OF THE COURT

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Well, Mr. Morris, people have nice things
to say about you. But they say that you've taken accountability
for your actions, but clearly you have not. You have not said a
word as far as apologizing to this officer for causing her
permanent hearing loss. You punched a female that's half the
size of you at least four times. There is no excuse for that.
You laughed at her. You degraded her.

Quite frankly, I don't think that warrants a probationary
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sentence. I won't give you the maximum, but I'm certainly not
going to give you a probationary sentence considering the
circumstances of this crime.
On Indictment 2019-G5-18-0375, you are hereby committed to
the State Department of Corrections for a period of seven years.
DEPUTY/BAILIFF: Thank you, Your Honor.

(End of Transcript of Record)
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—PROCEEDINGS —

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Please the Court, Judge.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Your Honor, this is Anthony Bernard
Morris. He was initially charged with assaulting a police
officer, Subsection B, while resisting arrest. That case went to
trial on March 21st of 2022 before Your Honor, and he was found
guilty on that day and sentenced to seven years.

He has subsegquently retained new counsel, Attorney Turner
and Attorney Singletary. The prior counsel was Michael Barrett
and Arounkone Niravong from the Russo Law Firm. Immediately
after sentencing they presented the Court with a motion to
reconsider sentencing, and that has been passed on to new counsel
at this point in time. ‘

Brief factual background behind this case, Your Honor, is

this stems from an event that occurred on January 23rd of 2019 at

an apartment complex in North Charleston. The victim in this
case 1is an Officer Beaudoin. She responded to a call of a
belligerent individual throwing bottles off of their back porch.

When she approached the apartment she knocked on the door,
Mr. Morris actually didn't respond, and she was about to leave
the scene when Mr. Morris and an off-duty officer, Deputy Abell,
got into a verbal altercation Mr. Morris crawled over the
banister, and approached the off-duty officer.

Victoria Beaudoin got in between the two, and a massive
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struggle between all three began. At one point in time on the
body camera footage you could hear her say, "I'm trying to keep
you out of jail." He stated a number of derogatory things toward
her and ended up striking her multiple times, once in the ear
where she retained permanent hearing loss. She did testify at
that trial.

She is not presented today, Your Honor, and I've informed
defense counsel. She was going to be. She was actually going to
be present. She was present last month but we had to continue
this hearing. Her father has cancer and was admitted into the
hospital. Normally her father helps takes care of her children.
So she wanted to explain to the Court that she 1s sorry for not
being present, she wished she could be here, but family matters
presented that.

She did state that she wished for the sentence to remain the
same. |

THE COURT: And remind me if he had a prior record or not.

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Judge, I don't see any prior record in my
notes.

THE COURT: And the potenfial sentence that it carried?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: It was zero to 10 years, Your Honor. And
one small matter of housekeeping. Attorney Barrett initially
wrote the motion to amend sentencing, and this is the reason why
this had to be continued from last month. I was speaking with

Attorney Turner and Singletary. There's an error in his initial
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motion to request for resentencing. It states that the State
requested probation after the guilty verdict. As a matter of
clarification —— I was the State in that matter -- I had stated
that T feel a split sentence would be appropriate, but there was
no number and there was no actual request for probation.

THE COURT: I recall that.

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Okay. Just wanted to clarify, Your Honor.
Thank you.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.

ATTORNEY TURNER: Thank you, Judge. And, yes, that was a
matter that we intended to address with the Court. Actually I
believe that the State's position at that time, according to the
transcript, was that a split sentence may be appropriate and the
suggestion was made that perhaps one year with a period of
probation to follow. But certainly, Your Honor, we do recognize
that the indication as put forth in the motion as it stands did
need correcting, so we agree with Mr. Spears about that.

We are asking the Court to reconsider the imposition of the
seven-year sentence on Mr. Morris. This is a unique set of
circumstances. And just to add a little to Mr. Spears's account
of the facts of that evening, the situation was not simply that
Mr. Morris was in his apartment and then came out on his own. He
was being —-- and this is very evident from the testimony at
trial -- he was being goaded by Mr. Abell who was not on duty and

was not dressed in his official uniform, which he shouldn't have
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been because he wasn't on duty; he was simply acting at that
point as a courtesy officer at an apartment complex.

So Mr. Morris's(perception of that event was that Mr. Abell,
just a courtesy offiEer at the apartment complex, would not stop
yelling at him and would not stop insisting that he come outside,
even when it was evident that he didn't intend to. And even when
Officer Beaudoin asked Officer Abell to stop goading him; stop
insisting about this; there's nothing that you can do about this
right now and there hadn't been any damages to any cars; handle
this tomorrow with the apartment complex; just stand down, you
know, right now, and Deputy Abell refused to do so until
Mr. Morris did, in fact, leave his apartment —-- which Mr. Morris
doesn't have any qualms about admitting at this point that he
would certainly make a different decision about that today than

he made in the heat of that moment, Your Honor, but —— and what

followed was not simply a verbal altercation that happened

between Mr. Morris and Mr. ARbell; it was a physical confrontation
such that -~ such that the victim, who was leaving the scene, the
responding officer who was leaving the scene, had to come back,
or felt that she had to come back, and intervene in this what had
become a physical confrontation.

And at that point Mr. Morris's perception of that
interaction, with Mr. Abell having become physical with him and
with Mr. Abell not following any of the instructions or requests

of the responding officer to back down and to end this conflict,
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all of a sudden he was physically confronted with not only
Mr. Abell but also with being restrained so that he felt that he
couldn't protect himself in that physical confrontation. And
nobody had any control over Mr. Abell.

Rgain, Mr. Morris would make different decisions as far as
what led up to that confrontation today, but those are the
circumstances that he was in at the moment.

And again, Your Honor, this single event was the only
negative interaction Mr. Morris had had in his entire life with
the police. I mean, this singular event was the absolute worst
day of Mr. Morris's life. Up until. then he was a productive
citizen, a valued member of his community, a valued member, of
course, of his family.

And I think, from reading the transcript, that one of the
issues that weighed heavily on the Court's mind at the time of
sentencing was thét Mr. Morris had—not, in the Courf's view,

expressed remorse at that stage of the proceedings. Now,

Mr. Morris didn't testify at trial so in his mind he hadn't —- it

was not certainly that he wasn't feeling remorse or regret that
the officer was injured because it was absolutely never his
intention to cause any injury to the responding officer — I

don't believe he thought that he had the opportunity at that

point, at the point of sentencing, to express what he was feeling

as far as any regret that the responding officer was injured in

that matter.

104




o W Yy e W N

R N N S S A N e s e T R e T e T e B e T o
[ 2 T - O O S =T Vo R v o B S Y+ AR & T - UV I A B ]

He would like address the Court as far as that is concerned
today, if it pleases Your Honor.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am. I'll be happy to hear from him.

ATTORNEY TURNER: Thank you.

MR. MORRIS: (Anthony B.) I wrote something. I would like
to apologize sincerely to the officer that was injured during the
altercation I was involved in in 2019. I'm sorry for any pain
that may have been endured because of the situation that took
place. It was not my intention for her to get hurt in any way.
I hope that she's willing to accept my apology.

My family, community, and coworkers know me as a caring and
hard-working young man that is respectful of authority, who
worked extremely hard to ensure that I stayed out of trouble for
all these years.

During the last nine months I have had the opportunity to
reflect on the situation. This has definitely been a learning
experience me, especially since I have never been in trouble
before. I would like to have the opportunity to show that I am a
law-abiding citizen. Again, I sincerely apologize to the
officer.

THE COURT: Thank you. Anything further from anyone?

ATTORNEY TURNER: Yes, Your Honor. If it pleases Your
Honor, Mieshia, who is Mr. Morris's sister, is also here and
would also like to address the Court, if Your Honor pleases.

THE COURT: Sure.
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ATTORNEY TURNER: Thank you.

MS. MORRIS: (Mieshia) My brother, Anthony Morris, Jr., is a
man of few words but a man of much love. He doesn't talk much or
show a lot of emotions but that's absolutely no reflection of how
much love he has to give or has given. He is a good person that
came from a very good home and upbringing. We were blessed with
parents that have always loved and supported us. They instilled
in us a strong passion for learning and/or anything we put our
minds to.

It is because of my parents my brother has always strived
and made sacrifices to make his future brighter. He is actually
the child my parents never had to worry about. I've always said
he was different in good way and very mature for his age growing
up. He had a different type of mindset, and it's always been
about working hard, setting goals, and accomplishing them. I
have never seen someone with a drivé like his. If he puts his
mind to it he will achieve it.

For example, he wanted to be a business owner. He did that.
He wanted to get certified as a technician, so he did that. He
wanted to pursue becoming a train conductor. He applied for it
and, in February of 2022, that dream came true. He literally
never stops dreaming. Even though he's incarcerated, he's still
running a successful business, calls me every day to make sure
I'm handling his priorities correctly.

Not in a million years did I think my little brother would
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end up behind bars, but he did. He has never been in trouble in
his life, ever. He made sure he stayed far away from trouble,
always very careful with whom he associated himself with and
where he went.

My brother has always been a determined, dedicated, and a
purposeful person. Taking care of his family has always been a
top priority, especially our parents who literally depend on him
for everything. He handled all their personal and business
needs. They are truly struggling without him being home. They
never had to worry about anything because he took care of it all.

He is a very humble, calm, spirited, and compassionate
person who always put others first, especially his nephews. My
three boys are missing their uncle. He spent a lot of time with
them, from playing video games, basketball, football, or just
talking to them about life. He has always been their biggest
sﬁpporter from day‘one. They miss éeeing him on the sideline at
their games cheering for them.

He has been a really great role model for my kids. Ewven now
he wants to know how their days was, what grades look like, did
they finish their homework, are they practicing for football or
basketball. Even though he's not here physically I love how he's
still very active in their lives. I miss him having those real
conversations with them, especially with my 13-year-old son who
would talk to my brother about any and everything, and even I,

his mommy, didn't understand but uncle had all the answers.
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Life teaches you new lessons every day. The lesson my
brother has taught me these last seven months is to never give up
and never stop dreaming; keep pushing even when it seems like
your back is against the wall.

We supported him then, we're supporting him now, we will
support him whenever he gets home. We will continue to provide,
with him, love and encouragement. We will make sure to inspire
and push him to constantly do better.

He has truly gained a renewed appreciation for life,
enhanced personal strength, and spiritual growth. He is ready to
start a new path for his life. I know this because of all our
daily talks. He's ready to show everyone how you don't allow a
situation to define who you will become; it's up to you to do
better. I can't wait to see him fulfill all his dreams.

I believe my brother deserves a chance to prove he can be a
productive member of society. Only'if you knew him iike we do,
you would say the same as well.

My family and I apologize to the officer that was hurt in
this situation.

THE COURT: Thank you, ma'am.

ATTORNEY TURNER: Your Honor, if I might beg the Court's
indulgence just a bit further, I believe that Ms. Cynthia Morris,
Mr. Morris's mother, would alsc like to address the Court.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am. Good afternoon, ma'am.

MRS. MORRIS: (Cynthia) I just want to say that I apologize
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to the officer who got hurt, but my son, Anthony, he's never,
ever been in any trouble before. Just like my daughter said,
anything he could do for you, he would do it. He's quiet,
hard-working, smart young man. Anything, anything you ask him to
do, he would do it.

Never —— he's always the type that was always to himself.
Even when he's home, come in, he'll speak and talk or whatever,
he will go to his room or whatever. He's never with nobody.
Always watches the company he will be with. If he do anything,
he do it by himself. If he going somewhere, he'll say, Mom, I'll
be right back, I'm running to the store, or whatever the case, or
and he come back. But like I said, he's never ever gotten in
trouble before. Never. Never.

And I'm asking if you can allow him and give him one more
chance, I can promise you he will show you the type of person he
ié. Please, Your Honor. |

THE COURT: Thank you.

MRS. MORRIS: (Cynthia) Thank you.

ATTORNEY TURNER: Your Honor, finally, we would just like to
reiterate this is not a situation where you have someone who had
a troubled criminal history and a troubled past who suddenly
found some path of remorse only after he went to jail and some
path of a life structure only after he was in prison. That's
just not Mr. Morris's story.

In arguing that his single transgression was just that, an
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anomaly in his life, we would just ask the Court to consider
every day that came before this one event that did compromise the
worst day that Mr. Morris has had in his life. And we would like
for him to, or ask the Court to, allow him the opportunity at
this point to move forward on a different path than an extensive
jail sentence would afford him.

And thank you for your consideration, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you. Anything further from anyone?

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Judge, I think I just didn't get to say
this in my initial portion, but the State reflects the wvictim's
desire that the sentencing remain the same.

ORDER OF THE COURT

THE COURT: Thank you, counsel. 2And, Mr. Morris, I
certainly recall this trial and I recall the fact that you do
come from a fantastic family. I remember your dad was there, and
yoﬁr dad was very eloquent when he apolcgized to the ﬁictim after
the verdict, and I felt bad for him because obviously your
parents did provide you with a good support system while you were
growing up.

But I also recall the bodycam footage of this officer being
beaten by you. Yes, and certainly Mr. Abell's actions were taken
into consideration as a mitigation, and the fact that you didn't
have a prior record was taken into consideration, but the video
clearly showed your actions and how violently you struck her.

And she's a small woman. You're a big guy. She was probably,
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what, maybe 5'1", 5'2", and very diminutive, and she tried to
tell you multiple times that she was only trying to help you, and
you proceeded to violently beat her. 2And those actions have
consequences, Mr. Morris, and her consequence is a lifetime of
hearing loss.

So I think I very accurately took into consideration the
fact of mitigating circumstances, the fact that you didn't have a
prior recorxd, but alsc the aggravating circumstances of her
condition, so I'm not inclined to change my sentence.

ATTORNEY SPEARS: Thank you, Your Honor.

ATTORNEY TURNER: Thank you, Your Honor.

(End of Transcript of Record.)
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

I, Cathy J. Provost, Official Court Reporter for the
Fourteenth Judicial Circuit of the State of South Carolina, do
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true, accurate and
complete Transcript of Record of the proceedings had and evidence
introduced in the trial/proceedings of the captioned case in the
Court of General Sessions for Dorchester County, South Carolina,
on the 5th day of December, 2022.

I do further certify that I am neither of kin, counsel, nor
interest to any party hereto.

Date: June 4, 2023

\s\ Cathy J. Provost -
Cathy J. Provost, RMR
Official Circuit Reporter
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STATE OF SOUTH CARCLINA ) IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
OUNTY -GH%—'F@N— '
COUN %ﬂc ;
) Indictment Numbers: 2019-GS-18-0375
STATE OF SOUTH CARCLINA )
)
Vs, ) s
) ORDER 9 =
Qo o M
) DR = 7
ANTHONY MORRIS ) A @ b
ON THIS DAY November 10", 2022 the Defendant moved to amend sent%gi'tfg' t:;
w

imposed by this Court after trial on Mareh 21, 2022 under indictment 2019GS18-0375. On
March 21%, 2022 the Defendant was found guilty by Jury to Assaulting an Officer While

Resisting Arrest, 8.C. Code 16-9-320(B). This Court sentenced the Defendant to seven (7) years

in the South Carolina Department of Corrections. The Defense then made a timely motion to

reconsider sentencing.

AT THE CALL of this case the State presented the factual background to this Court. The
Victim was not present, but the State requested the sentence remain the same on the Victim’s
behalf. The Defense requested that the Sentence be amended to a lower active sentence or
probation. During the Defense’s argument the Defendant’s Mother Spoke and requested the
same.

THIS COURT finds that the Defendant’s actions were severe enough to warrant the

original scntencing and will therefore deny the Defendants motion to reconsider sentencing.

7
St g™
Juﬁgfﬁfe Murphy
Presi Judge
i'hisé_aDay of | ,2015

St. George, SC

IT IS SO ORDERED!!
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
COUNTY OF Dorchester 0 -~
STATE INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2019-GS - 18 - -0375

VS.

Anthony Bernard Morris AW 2019A1021000069

AKA: Date of Offense: 1/22/2019
Race: BLACK Sex: _ M Age: 34 S.C. Code §: 16-8-320(B)
DOB: ss# M ) CDRCode# (256

Address:
City, State, Zip: Ry ; _0142

Ridgeville, SC 20472-9
oL N SO

*CDL Yes [J No [J CMV Yes [ No [ Hazmat Yes [ JNo []

SENTENCE SHEET

L W L . A LW R L WL L R W L L )

In disposition of the above indictment comes now the Defendant who was CONVICTED OF or {1 PLEADS

TO: Assaull, Beat, or Wound Police officer Serving Process or While Resisting Arrest

In violation of § 16-9-320(B) of the S.C. Code of Laws, bearing CDR Code # _ 0256

Z(l\’lON-VIOLENT O VIOLENT O serRiIQUS [0 MOSTSERIOUS  [] Mandatory GPS O §17-25-45

(CSC wiminor 15tor CSC w/minor 3)
- - Lesser Included Defendant Waives
The charge Is: B/ As indicted, [ Offense, g Presentment to Grand Jury. (def.’s initials)

The plea is: [J Without Negotiations or Recommendation, [] Negotiated Sentence, [J Recommendation by the Stale.

ATTEST:
7 4 %370
Glicitor = SCBar#  Defendant Atlorney for Defendant _ SCBar#

WHEREFORE, the Defendant is commitied to the E‘{ate Department of Correction [ ] County Detention Center,

for a determinate term of j days!munlhsf ears/Tine Served (] Youthful Offender Act not o excead years
andfor to pay afine of § : provided that upon the service of daysfmonths/years/Time Served and or payment
of ; plus costs and assessments as applicable®; the balance is suspended with probation for

months/years and subject to South Carolina Department of Prebhation, Parole and Pardon Services standard conditions of
probation, which are incorporated by reference.

The sentence shall run
[0 CONCURRENT or {] CONSECUTIVE to sentence on:

[] The Defendant is to be given credit for time served pursuani ta $.C. Code § 24-13-40 to be calculated and applied by SCDOC.,
daysimonths
To include time spent on monitored house arrest prior {o trial and sentencing.

[} The Defendant Shall be Released from County Detention Center

Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 922 and § 16-25-30 it is uniawful for a person convicted of a viclation of § 16-25-20 or § 16-25-65
{Domestic Violenca) to ship, transport, possess, or receive a firearm or ammunition.
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STATE VS. Anthony Bernard Marris INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2019 -GS - 18 - -0375

SPECIAL CONDITIONS:
0 PTUP after months/years
And Other Terms Listed Below:
{1 Substance Abuse Counseling [J Completion of GED [J Random Drug/Alcoho! Testing
1 Auend Voc. Rehab. Or Job Corp [0 NoContactwith Victim [ Domestic Violence Intervention Program
3 Mental Health Counseling [ Mayserve WE
beginning:
[0 Sex Offender Regislry pursvantto S.C. Code § 23-3-430 - O Public Service Employment days/hours
O Central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant lo 8.C. Code § 17-25-135.
] other
[] RESTITUTION: [] Deferred [ ODef Waives Hearing [ ] Ordered
Tolal § plus 20% fee: g
Payment Terms: O Set by SCDPPPS
Recipient:
*Fine: $
Fine may be pd. in equal consecutive weekly/monthly pmts.cf Beginning
§14-1-206 (Assessments 107.5%) . 3 ]
§14-1-211 (A} 1}{Conv. Surcharge} $100 s 100
§14-1-211 (A)}2){DUI Surcharge) $8100 g M
§56-5-2995 (DUI Assessment) $12 g
§56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test) $25 g
§14-1-212 (Law Enforce. Funding) $25 s a8
§14-1-213 (Drug Court Surcharge) $150 $
§34-11-70(b)and(c). and 34-11-80{c)and(d} {Admin Fraud Check Court Cosls) $41 5
§50-21-114 (BUI Breath Test Fee) $50 3
§96-5-2942(J) (Vehicle Assessment) $40/ea §
3% ta County {if paid in instaliments) TBD ) ]3, ¥ ' 6
(J Appointed PD or appointed other counsel, Proviso requires $500 be paid to Clerk
during probalion and shall be coliected before any other fees 3500
O §17-3-30(B) Unpaid Application Fee to be paid lo the Public Defender Fund 8D

TOTAL

Presiding Judge.
Cierk of Courl/Depuly Clerk: Judge Code:
Court Reporter: Sentence Date

~
A B |

SCCA 217 (D7 20213

Page 20l 2
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WITNESSES

William J Hels

North Charieston Poltca Department
2019-002193

ARREST WARRANT NUMBER
2018A1021000069

Arrested: 172312019

ACTION OF GRAND JURY

TRUEBItE—

.F A

)
!
’

Foreperson of Grand Jury
Date: March 3, 2022

VERDICT

Aol

J

Ch@mﬂk@m&@

Foreperson of Putit Jury

A VN

DOCKET NO. 2018G818-0375
The State of South Carolina
County of DORCHESTER

COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
March 7, 2022 TERM

THE STATE
V8.

Anthony Bemard Morris

Indictment for
ASSAULT, BEAT, OR WOURND POLICE

OFFICER SERVING PROCESS OR
WHILE RESISTING ARREST

SC Code: 16-9-320(8)

: .
N L
- . = - ~

i A - 4
' 5 ' { i .

rights, | hereby waive presentment to the
Grand Jury.

Defendant

|
heraby appear in my own proper person
and plead guilty to the within indictment or
to

Defandant

Witness:

C.C.C. PLS. AND G.S.
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA) INDICTMENT
2019GS18-0375

)
COUNTY OF DORCHESTER )

Al a Court of General Sessions, convened on March 7, 2022 the Grand Jurors of
Dorchester County present upon their oath:

ASSAULT, BEAT, OR WOUND POLICE OFFICER SERVING PROCESS OR
WHILE RESISTING ARREST

That in Dorchester County, South Carolina, on or about January 22, 2019, the
Defendant, Anthony Bernard Morris, did knowingly and willfully assault, beat, or
wound Victoria Beaudoin, a law enforcement officer of this State, while resisting
the efforts of the officer to make a lawfu! arrest of the defendant, when the
defendant knew or reasonably should have known that the law enforcement
officer was a law enforcement officer of this state. This offense in violation of
Section 16-8-320(b) of the South Carolina Code of Laws, as amended.

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in

such case made and provided.

/Michae% Solicitor
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" ARnco 1 WARRANT

2019A1021000064

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA b lhebabs! | |

[]
ey
—

i ’\ . “r. ' . b L . —
* STATE OF SOUTH GAROLINA - ) Form Approved by

SC, ANty Genensl
) AFFIDAVIT Tl

SCCASIE

lly appeared before me the afant W Heis who

; o
D County, alfy of being duly sworn deposes and says that defendant Anthony Bemard Morris
North Charleston itk JAN 28 Py dz: \Sﬂ"n this county and state on 01/22/2019 viclale tha criminal laws of he
State of South Carolina (or ordinance of u County/ E{J Muricipakty of North Charleston )
2015002193 THE STATE r“ ' Ao I""i 'lhe following parficulars:
against Pt TSR . . . .
. e -1 " DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE:
Anthony Bernard Morris (e OF Cfs E Opposing or resisting faw enforcement officer/Assaulting Officer

—

Ridpevitle, SC 29472-

Phona: SSN:
Sex: M Race; _B Heightt _6_ 2 Weight 150
OLSwte: _SC D&

pooe ___ Agency ORI 8 {84

Proseculing Agency  North Charleston Police Department

Prosecuting Officer  Victoria Beaudoin # 4193-5524

Offense:  Opposing or resisting law enforcement officer/Ass.
Offense Code: 00256

CodefOrdinance Sec:  16-09-0320
This wartanl 1§ CERTIFIED FOR SERVICE in the
D County/ D Municipality of
. The accused
is to be amested and brought before me to be
deall with sctording to the law.
(LS.
Segnature of Judge
Date;
RETURN
A copy of this.amasl arrant was delivered (o
derencors . B0 Lvpu, . W
o [ Fo,
Mq& et O oes
RETURN WARRANT TO:

North Charleston Municipal Court
- 2500 City Hall Lane
North Charleston, SC 29406

LorokeSicR GO,

(L )

e,

'tiHfler state that there is probsble cause to believe that Ihe dofendant
the crime set forth and thal probable cause is based on the following facts:

OCA: 2019002193

namad above did commi|

DORCHESTER COUNTY

Please See Attached Affidavit
kxj

ORIGINAL
Signature of Affizni M\Q.Qw}\\d"fm_

Affiznl's Address ZM Hall Lane
Nerth Charleston, SC 29405-
Affiant's Tetephone  (843)554.5700

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
(] ceuny Municipakity of )

Noith Charleston

o

St

ARREST WARRANT

TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:

R appeaing from the above affidavit Ihat thers ere  reasonable grounds o balieve  (hat
on  01/22/2019 defendant  Anthony Bemard Morris
did violate the criminal laws of the Stale of South Carolina (or ordinance of
D County/ Municipality of North Charleston ) as set forth below:

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Opposing or resisting law enforcement officer/Assaulting Officer

Having found probable cause and the sbove affiant having swom before me, you are empowered and directed o arest the said defendsnl and bring him or
her before ma forthwith to ba deakt with according to 12w, A copy of this Amest Waren shall be dedivered to the dafendan ot the time of its execution, or as
500N {heteatter as is practicable

Swom to and subscribed befora me )
o %‘Cﬁﬁ— ] Jucgesadsess 2500 City Hall Lane
. s, North Charleston, SC 29415-
)

Signature of K3
Judge Code:

Judge
58

Judge's Telephone  (843)740-2601
Issuing Cowrt: || Magistrate

Municipal ”D Circuit

ORIGINAL



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF DORCHESTER ORI INAL AFFIDAVIT

CITY OF NORTH CHARLESTON
OCA# 2019002193

Personally sppeared before me, a magistrate of this County, one k.)\\ Y \.l i l"'&\ﬁ
who first being duly sworn, deposes and says that

ANTHONY BERNARD MORRIS

did within this County and State on the 22™ of Jannary, 2019, violate the crimina} laws of the
State of South Carolina in the following particulars:

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE
OPPOSING OR RESISTING OFFICER/ ASSAULTING OFFICER
VIOLATION OF SECTION
16-9-320

The affiant states there is probable cause to believe that the defendant named above did commit the
erime(s) set forth, end that such probable cause is based on the following facts:

That on January 22™, 2019, at approximately 10:45 PM while at 5300 Patron Place, located
in the City of North Charleston, County of Dorchester, State of South Carolina, the defendant,
Anthony Bernard Morris, did commit the offense of ASSAULT ON POLICE OFFICER in
violation of section 16-9-320 of the South Carolina Code of Laws of 1976, as amended, In that the
defendant did assault a police officer with his fist.

Facts to establish the aforesaid are that Officer Beaudoin was dispatched to 5300 Patron
Place in reference to a disturbance call at apartment 1513. While on scene, a verbal argument
began between the Defendant and Cameron Abell the property’s courtesy officer. Officer
Beaudoin stepped between the two in order to separate them. At this point, the defendant became
very aggressive and struck Officer Beaudoin multiple times on the chin and neck area. Officer
Beaudoin and Cameron Abell are witnesses to prove the same. All against the form of the State
Statute and against the peace and dignity of the State of South Carolina.

Sworn to and Subscribed before me

this % day of [El

2019,
S;Fm?i/‘M. Coleman : Address: 2500 City Hall Lane
' N. Charleston, SC 29406

Sigimture of Judge Phone: (843) 554-5700

119



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF DORCHESTER

VICTORIA LANE BEAUDOIN,

Plaintiff,

V8.

ANTHONY BERNARD MORRIS,
CAMERON ABELL, RE CARROLL
MANAGEMENT COMPANY, KILNSEA
VILLAGE APARTMENTS, LLC,
WESTCOTT PROPERTY, LLC,
PROPERTY MARKETS GROUP, INC,,
WESCOTT PLANTATION, LLC,

AND DORCHESTER COUNTY

SHERIFF’S OFFICE,
Defendants.

R N " S g S N N S

R . e e

TO THE DEFENDANTS ABOVE NAMED:

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
FOR THE FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

CASE NO. 2021-CP-18-

SUMMONS
(Personal Injury)

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to answer the Complaint in this

action, a copy of which is herewith served upon you, and to serve a copy of your -

Answer upon the subscribers, at their offices at 124C South Goose Creek Blvd, P.O. Box

938, Goose Creek, South Carolina, 29445 within thirty (30) days after the service thereof,

exclusive of the day of such service; and if you fail to answer the Complaint within the

time aforesaid, judgment by default will be rendered against you for the relief

demanded in the Complaint.

Respectfully Submitted,
David P. Conway
BY: /s David P. Conway

Attorneys for Plaintiff
VICTORIA LANE BEAUDOIN
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At Goose Creek, South Carolina
This 20 day of January, 2021

MILLER |CONWAY

124C S. Goose Creek Blvd.

P.O Box 938

Goose Creek, SC 29445
843.764.3334 (p); 843.764.3335 (f)
dconway@millerconwaylaw.com
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF DORCHESTER CASE NO.: 2021-CP-18-

VICTORIA LANE BEAUDOIN,

COMPLAINT AND DEMAND
FOR JURY TRIAL

Plaintiff,
Vs.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
ANTHONY BERNARD MORRIS, )
CAMERON ABELL, )
RE CARROLL )
MANAGEMENT COMPANY, )
KILNSEA VILLAGE )
APARTMENTS, LLC, WESTCOTT)
PROPERTY, LLC, PROPERTY )
MARKETS GROUP, INC., )
WESCOTT PLANTATION, LLC, )
AND DORCHESTER )
COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE, )

)

)

)

Defendanis.

THE PLAINTIFF, complaining of the Defendants, would respectfully show unto this

Honorable Court as follows:

PARTIES AND JURISDICTION
1. The Plaintiff, Victoria Lane Beaudoin, is a citizen and resident of Dorchester County,
South Carolina.
2. Defendant Anthony Bemard Morris (“Morris™), upon information and belief, is a

citizen and resident of Dorchester County, South Carolina. At the time of the actions
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%

complained of herein, Morris was a resident of the Kilnsea Apartments in Summerville,
South Carolina.

3. Defendant, Cameron Abell (“Abell”), upon information and belief, is a citizen and
resident of Dorchester County, South Carolina. At all times relevant herein, Abell was
employed by Defendant Dorchester County Sheriff’s Office as a Police Officer. Abell was
also employed by Defendants Carroll Management Company, LLC, Kilnsea Village
Apartments, LLC, Wescott Property, LLC, Wescott Plantation, LLC and Property Markets
Group, Inc. as a courtesy officer at the Kilnsea Apartments in Summerville South Carolina.
4. Defendant RE Carroll Management Company, LLC (“Carroll Management™), is now
and was at all times pertinent to this action, a limited liability corporation organized and
existing under the laws of the state of North Carolina, doing business in Dorchester County,
South Carolina.

5. Defendant Kilnsea Village Apartments, LLC (“Kilnsea™), is now and was at all times
pertinent to this action, a limited liability corporation organized and existing under the laws
of the state of North Carolina, doing business in Dorchester County, South Carolina.

6.  Defendant Wescott Property, LLC (“Wescott Property”), is now and was at all times
pertinent to this action, a limited liability corporation organized and existing under the laws
of the state of South Carolina, doing business in Dorchester County, South Carolina.

7. Defendant Wescott Plantation, LLC (“Wescott Plantation™), is now and was at all
times pertinent to this action, a limited liability corporation organized and existing under the

laws of the state of South Carolina, doing business in Dorchester County.
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8. Defendant Property Markets Group, Inc. (“Property Markets™), is now and was at all
times pertinent to this action, a limited liability corporation organized and existing under the
laws of the state of Florida, doing business in Dorchester County.
9. Defendant Dorchester County Sheriff’s Office (“Dorchester Sheriff™) is an agency
within the meaning of the South Carolina Tort Claims Act, and at all times relevant hereto
possessed the responsibility for the control, supervision, operation, and training of
Dorchester County police officers.
9. Defendants Carroll Management, Kilnsea, Wescott Plantation, Wescott Property and
Property Markets, upon information and belief, at all times relevant to the causes of action
state herein, were the owners, improvers, managers and maintainers of a certain piece of real
property and the improvements thereon known as the Kilnsea Village Apartments, located at
5300 Patron Place in Summerville, Dorchester County, South Carolina, and at all relevant
times herein owned, improved, and maintained apartment buildings on the property as rental
property for residential use.

FACTS
10.  OnJanuary 22, 2019, and continuing to this day, Plaintiff was employed as a police
officer with the North Charleston Police Department.
11. At approximately 10:00 P.M. on January 22, 2019, Plaintiff was summoned to the
Kilnsea Apartments located at 5300 Patron Place, Summerville, South Carolina.
12.  Plaintiff was called to the Kilnsea Apartments due to reports of a domestic

disturbance involving Defendant Morris in his apartment unit 1513.
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13.  Plaintiff investigated and found Defendant Morris to be relatively calm inside of his
apartment in the Kilnsea Apartments, Unit 1513.

14.  While Morris was inside of his apartment unit, Defendant Abell began to shout out to
Defendant Morris, goading him to leave his apartment while Plaintiff repeatedly directed
Abell to stand down and let Morris be in his apartment.

15.  While disregarding Plaintiff, Defendant Abell continued to shout to Defendant Morris
inside his apartment unit, antagonizing him. After several minutes of Defendant Abell
goading Defendant Morris, over Plaintiff’s objections, Defendant Morris did finally emerge
from his apartment based on Defendant Abell’s insistence.

16.  Defendant Morris then approached Defendant Abell and began arguing further. Then,
Morris struck Defendant Abell, and Defendant Abell and Defendant Morris began to fight
with each other.

17.  Plaintiff, acting in her official duty as a City of North Charleston police officer,
attempted to break up the fight between Defendant Abell and Defendant Morris and subdue
Defendant Morris for his arrest.

18.  Defendant Morris then struck Plaintiff several times in the head while she attempted
to separate Defendants Abell and Morris, causing Plaintiff significant and permanent injuries.
19.  Asadirect and proximate result of the foregoing conduct of Defendant Morris and
Defendant Abell, and all of the other Defendants’ failures to properly supervise, control and

train Defendant Abell, and protect Plaintiff from Defendant Morris, Plaintiff suffered
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permanent bodily injury, pain and suffering, mental anguish, embarrassment, humiliation and
anxiety.

FOR A FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
(Negligence as to all Defendants)

20.  Plaintiff hereby incorporates and realleges each and every allegation of this
Complaint as if stated herein verbatim.

21.  Defendant Morris at all times relevant hereto was a tenant of Defendant Kinslea
Apartments when he struck Plaintiff.

22. Defendant Abell did not act with malicious intent to harm Plaintiff; however,
Defendant Abell did in fact proximately cause harm to Plaintiff by disregarding her orders as
the on-duty police officer at the scene demanding him to stand down, provoking Defendant
Morris.

23. The injuries and damages complained of herein were directly and proximately caused
by the following acts of negligence, all in viclation of the statutes and common laws of the
State of South Carolina:

a. Defendants Dorchester Sheriff, Defendants Carroll Management, Kilnsea,
Wescott Plantation, Wescott Property and Property Markets exercised their
duty to supervise, control, train and monitor Defendant Abell as both officer
and courtesy officer, respectively, in a negligent manner;

b. Defendants Dorchester Sheriff, Defendants Carroll Management, Kilnsea,
Wescott Plantation, Wescott Property and Property Markets exercised their

duty to protect Plaintiff from Abell and Morris in a negligent manner;
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C. Defendants Dorchester Sheriff, Defendants Carroll Management, Kilnsea,
Wescott Plantation, Wescott Property and Property Markets failed to take
steps and/or implement processes and procedures which would have enabled
them to prevent, discover and/or stop Defendant’s Abell’s conduct;

d. All Defendants negligently failed to exercise the degree of care owed to

Plaintiff; existing them and there under the circumstances as required; and

€. Defendants failed to act in a careful and prudent manner as any reasonable

person would have acted in the same or similar circurpstances.
23.  That as a direct and proximate result of said Defendants’ negligence,
Plaintiff is informed and believes that she is entitled to an award of past, present and
future actual damages sufﬁ(;ient to properly compensate her for the pain and suffering, the
mental anguish, the loss of enjoyment of life, the alteration of her lifestyle, and her past and
future medical bills, in an amount to be determined by the trier of fact.

FOR A SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION
(Battery, as to Defendant Morris)

24.  Plaintiff hereby incorporates and re-alleges.all allegations contained in the preceding

paragraphs that are not inconsistent with the allegations in this cause of action.

25.  Defendant Morris acted with actual malice and intent to harm Plaintiff.

26.  Defendant Morris intentionally and recklessly inflicted forcible contact on the
Plaintiff’s person.

27. Defendant Morris did not have Plaintiff’s consent to strike PlaintifT.
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-~ 28. Defendant Morris’s actions were intentional, wanton, willful, recklessly committed,
= and recklessly disregarded Plaintiff’s rights.
29. Defendant Morris’s actions entitle Plaintiff to recover from Defendant Morris actual

and punitive damages.

: FOR A THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION
1 (Assault, as to Defendant Morris)

30.  Plaintiff hereby incorporates and re-alleges all allegations contained in the preceding

) ) paragraphs that are not inconsistent with the allegations in this cause of action.

31.  Defendant Morris acted with actual malice and intent to harm Plaintiff.

32. Defendant Morris’s conduct was that of a nature, and made under circumstances, that

affected the mind of Plaintiff, who was one of ordinary reason and firmness, and influenced

her conduct by placing her in reasonable fear of imminent bodily harm.

33.  Defendant Morris’s conduct in forcibly touching the Plaintiff was intentional,

wanton, recklessly-committed, and recklessly disregarded Plaintiff’s rights.

34.  Defendant Morris’s actions entitle Plaintiff to recover from Deferidant Morris actual
and punitive damages.

J PRAYER FOR RELIEF

-‘ ) WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff respectfully prays for judgment against the Defendants,

jointly and severally, for actual damages, punitive damages, special damages and consequential

damages in an amount to be determined by the jury at the trial of this action, fees, the costs and

disbursements of this action, and for such other and further relief as this Court deems just and proper.
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At Goose Creek, South Carolina
January 20, 2021

10

Respectfully Submitted,
MILLER|CONWAY ATTORNEYS
David P. Conway, Esquire

Post Office Box 938 (29445)

124 S. Goose Creek Blvd, Suite 160
Goose Creek, SC 29445
T*843.764.3334

F* 843.764.3335

BY: /s David P. Conway

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF
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