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& SCC ID SC Court of Appeals

SOUTH CAROQLINA COMMISSION ON INDIGENT DEFENSE
Division of Appellate Defense Robert M. Dudek, Chief Appellate Defender
1330 Lady Street, Suite 401 Wanda H. Carter, Deputy Chief Appellate Defender
Columbia, South Carolina 29201-3332

Post Office Box 11589

Columbia, South Carolina 29211-1589
Telephone: (803) 734-1330
Facsimile: (803) 734-1345

December 2, 2024

The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings
Clerk, South Carolina Court of Appeals
Post Office Box 11629

Columbia, SC 29211

Re: The State v. Amber Manning
Appellate Case No. 2023-001710

Dear Ms. Kitchings:

The above entitled case is ready for consideration before this Court. Ms. Manning has
decided to abandon her direct appeal, as evidenced by the enclosed affidavit. I have reviewed
with her the consequences of dropping the appeal. Because she has been informed of the
advantages and disadvantages of pursuing this appeal, [ believe she has made this decision
knowingly and voluntarily.

[ respectfully request that an order be issued dismissing her appeal. By copy of this
letter, I am informing Assistant Attorney General Brian H. Gibbs of my client's decision.

Sincerely,

SLé 5

Sarah E. Shipe
Appellate Defender

SES/kpw

cc: Brian H. Gibbs, Esquire



STATE OF SOUTH CARCLINA ) IN THE SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RICHLAND ) COURT OF APPEALS
; Appellate Case No. 2023-001710
AMBER MANNING, ;
Appellant, 3 AFFIDAVIT OF
) AMBER MANNING
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, g Dec02 2024
Respondent ) SC Court of Appeals

PERSONALLY, appeared before me, Amber Manning, who being duly sworn, deposes
and says:

1. I am the appellant in the above captioned case.

2. A Richland County grand jury indicted me on March 15, 2022, for the offense of
murder (2022-GS-40-02262) and possession of a weapon during the commission of a violent crime
(2022-GS-40-002261).

3. My case was called to trial October 23, 2023, before the Honorable Walton J. Mcleod,
IV and a jury.

4. On October 25, 2023, the jury found me not guilty of murder, not guilty of
manslaughter, and guilty of involuntary manslaughter. Judge McLeod sentenced me to a four-year
term of imprisonment.

5. On October 31, 2023, my public defender, Megan Eigenbrot, filed a Notice of Appeal
on my behalf,

6. Appellate Defender Sarah E. Shipe was assigned to represent me in my case.

7. Initial Briefing has been completed in my direct appeal; Ms. Shipe filed an Initial Brief
of Appellant with the Court of Appeals on my behalf on July 5, 2024, and assistant attorney general
Brian H. Gibbs filed the Initial Brief of Respondent on behalf of the state on September 18, 2024.

8. On September 26, 2024, [ contacted Ms. Shipe about the possibility of abandoning my
direct appeal. In a letter dated September 30, 2023, Ms. Shipe further counseled me on the

disadvantages of withdrawing my appeal. I continued written and telephone correspondence with
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Ms. Shipe regarding withdrawing my appeal throughout October of 2024.

9. Iunderstand that I am entitled to a direct appeal, and that, because I am indigent, I am
entitled to the assistance of an attorney from the South Carolina Division of Appellate Defense. I
have been informed that if I drop this appeal that I forever waive those issues that could be raised,
including in Federal Court.

10. Understanding the risks which have been explained to me, it is my desire that the
South Carolina Division of Appellate Defense withdraw the notice appeal formerly filed on my
behalf.

11. I have made this decision on my own, with a full understanding of all the possible
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Amber Manning

consequences of this action.

12. 1 do not wish to appeal.
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SWORN TO before me this 845 "
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Notary PuBlic for South Carolina
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From: Warren, Kaylynn

To: Brian Gibbs

Cc: Shipe, Sarah; Grace Sommer

Subject: 2023-001710 The State v. Amber Manning

Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 2:17:00 PM

Attachments: 2023-001710 The State v. Amber Manning Motion to Dismiss.pdf

Good Afternoon,

Attached for service in the above-referenced case is the Motion to Dismiss which will be filed today,
December 2, 2024, with the Court of Appeals via email filing.

Respectfully,

Kaylynn

Kaylynn Warren

Administrative Assistant

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

(803) 734-1330
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