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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY
Court of General Sessions

Diane Schafer Goodstein, Circuit Court Judge

Case No.: 2015A1010201419; 2015A1010201420; 2018GS1004100

The State,
Respondent, _R E CE
. vy
Feg )
Jontez Myrelle Ward, SC C £2 b4 019
Appellant. oU/)‘ of Ap
Pea
)
NOTICE OF APPEAL

Jontez Myrelle Ward appeals the convictions and sentences in these cases. The sentences

were imposed by the Honorable Diane Schafer waruary 75 2019:
February 22, 2019 -
i

Aimee J. Zriroczek, Esq.

P.O. Box 11961

Columbia, South Carolina 29211
Telephone: 803-400-1918

Fax: 803-403-8005
ajzlawfirm@gmail.com
Attorney for Appellant

Other Counsel of Record:

Alexander Ziegler

Assistant Solicitor, Ninth Judicial District
101 Meeting Street

Charleston, SC 29401

Attorney for Respondent




THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY
Court of General Sessions

Diane Schafer Goodstein, Circuit Court Judge

Case No.: 2015A1010201419; 2015A1010201420; 2018GS1004100

State of South Carolina,

Respondent, _R EC,E

V. : I E
s FEB o, ; D

Jontez Myrelle Ward, C CO (/) 19

Appellant. U/?( of App

®als
PROOF OF SERVICE

I certify that I have served the Notice of Appeal on Alexander Ziegler by depositing a
copy of it in the United States Mail, postage prepaid, on February 22, 2019, addressed to his
office at:

101 Meeting Street
Charleston, SC 29401

February 22, 2019 (jy

Aimee J. Zmroczek, Esq.

P.O. Box 11961

Columbia, South Carolina 29211
Telephone: 803-400-1918

Fax: 803-403-8005
ajzlawfirm@gmail.com
Attorney for Appellant




The South Carolina Court of Appeals

JENNY ABBOTT KITCHINGS POST OFFICE BOX 11629
CLERK COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29211
‘ 1220 SENATE STREET
V. CLAIRE ALLEN COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29201
DEPUTY CLERK TELEPHONE: (803) 734-1890

FAX: (803)734-1839
www.sccourts.org

February 25, 2019

Ms. Aimee Jendrzejewski Zmroczek, Esquire
PO Box 11961
Columbia SC 29211

Re: The State v. Jontez M. Ward
Appellate Case No. 2019-000295

Dear Counsel:

This Court has received your notice of appeal, and the case has been assigned the
appellate case number that appears above. Please use this number on all future
correspondence relating to this matter.”

All parties to this matter are advised that all filings must comply with the
requirements of Rule 267 of the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules (SCACR).
The SCACR are available online at www.sccourts.org/courtreg. Additionally, any
filings submitted by counsel admitted in South Carolina must include counsel's bar
number.

The attention of the parties is directed to the order relating to the inclusion of
personal data identifiers and other sensitive information in documents filed with
the Supreme Court of South Carolina and the South Carolina Court of Appeals.
The order can be found at ' -
www.sccourts.org/courtOrders/displayOrder.cfm?orderNo=2014-04-15-02. Please
note that the responsibility for insuring that information is redacted or sealed as
required by this order rests with counsel and the parties. This office will not review
filings for redaction or to determine if materials should be sealed.




This is to advise that the title in the above matter has been changed to read as
follows:

The State, Respondent,
V.
Jontez Myrelle Ward, Appellant.

All future records in this matter should be changed to reflect this title. If you have
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact this office.

Very truly yours,

mwmm,%

- CLERK

cc:  Alan McCrory Wilson, Esquire
John Benjamin Aplin, Esquire
Alexander J. Ziegler, Esquire
Robert Michael Dudek, Esquire



EOUTH LAKOY.IN‘A CO\&\HSSIQ& Df\ I“D‘GE’*}T DEYE'“E'

Division of Appellate Defense. Robert . Dudék; Chief Appellate Deferidér
1330 Lady:Street, Suite 401 ) Wanda H. Cafter, Depiity Chief Appellate Defender.
-Columbia, South Carolina 29201:3332

Post:Office Box 11589

Columbia,’ ‘South:Carolina 2921 1-1 589
“Telephona: (803) 734 1330

Facslmihg {803) 7344397

Mr. Jontez M. Ward, #320975 €8 o 5
Kirkland Correctional Institution SC CO 19
4344 Broad River Road | | urt of
Columbia, $C 29210 | . | "lqoea "

Re: Your Case
Dear Mr. Ward:

This office is in receipt of a-niotification frorn the: South Carglina Court of Appeals that

you havefiled a Ncmce of Intennon to Appeal If you are p0581bly wantmg thls ofﬁce to

the: enclosed Affidavit: of Indlgency, and have it notanzed and return it to me no Iater than
March 15 2019, or we'will be closing-our file. If'we.do not hear from'you by this time-we must.
assume that you have retained private counsel to perfect your-appeal.

Are you appealing from a trial conviction hearing or from a post-cenviction relief
hearing? '

In-what county was this hearing held?

Presiding Judge's riame;

List all hearing dates related to youricase:and the:purpose.of eachhearing (include the Judge’s
name if different from the Judge. listed above): :




Mr, Ward, #320975

February 27, 2019
Page Two

‘Were:you représented by a court-appointed attorney, public defender or retainied counsel?

Name of attorney/public.defender;

€C

If represented by retajned counsél, how much was pdid for his/her services and how much is still

owed this
attorney?

Afterreceipt of this information and the: Affidavit.of Indlgency itwill be presented to the
Chief Appellate Defender to see'if this office will be ableto offer its services toyou. If youdo

1ot hear fromi me, you will kinow that it was: approved for this office to. reptesent you on your:
‘appeal.

Also, if itis approved for this office to represent.you on-appeal, I'will request the

transcript from the court.reporter.. The court reporter has smy (60) days in. whlch to type the

transcript or request-an extension of time in which to do so. After this officé réceives the

transcript, [ will assign yourcase to an attorney, and that attorney 'will write'you a letter
informing you of your new.counsel of record on appeal.

Sincetely,
E=T el
Paula Murdoch

Administrative Coordinator

/mpin

ASenth Cemlfims Cong of Anpeally

Ms. Aimee J. Zmroczek, NEsqf.u

Enclosure



STATE OF SOUTH CARQLINA o
AFFIDAVIT OF INDIGENCY

Case Name:

Criminal Case No.

Current Address:.

Are youdncarcerated? Yes (If"Yes”)  Where?

What were you convicted of?

‘What-was your.sentence? _______

Are you appealing. from
__ iral, __ guiliyplea_ _dpost-convietion: relief hearing?

In what courity was.this 3t1*ial[heafiﬁg/gﬁilfy pléaheld?

Presiding Judge's name?’

Date of trial/guilty plea or post;conViéi-ion:he!aﬁng:

Were you represented by
__a court-appointed.attorney _____ public:defenderor . . retained: counsel?

Narmie of attorney/public. defender?.

If retained, how much did you pay for attorney fees? $

If you still owe money: to yourﬁat'f()_‘rhg){,fho,\'v_r'nui:'h?:'Sz g

1. Atre you presently employed? Yes ' No-_

a. If "yes," state the-amount.of your salary or wages per month, and give the name -

‘and-address of your-employer;

b. 1f "no,” state the name and -address of last employment, ‘date of termination of

employment, and amount of your:salary or wages pér month.

2. ‘List by name, age and- relationship to you, any-persons who ‘ate.dependent upon youfor

support. Indicate beside each how much you. contribute toward their support.




3. Have you received within'the past twelve months any money from any-of.the-Tollowing;

sources?

iR Business, profession or-form of self—emplc:yrnent‘7
Yes- No-

b.  Rentpayments; interest-or dividends?
Yes : No

c. Pensions, annuities or life insurance payments?
Yes _ No:

d. Gifts of inheritance? 7
Yes __ : No_. .

e Any.other sources?
Yes . L No.

If the answer to'any of the above'is "yes,"describe each:source-of money and state the
amount received from each. during:the past. twelve months.

4, Do you own cash;or do’youhave any money in a checking or savings-account?
Yes; No

If'the ans‘wer-is-""yes " state the total amount of the cash-owned. $

5. Do you own-any real estate, stocks, bonds, notes or other valuable:pr operty (excludmg
‘ordinary household furfiishing and clothing)? Yes_, i No__

If the answet is "yés," describe the property and state the appropriate value of the itéms
owned.
6. ‘What kind-of motor vehicle-do you own?

Is it paid for? Yes __. No

If not, what are the monthly payments‘? $

7. How much do you owe (on lieps; mortgages, other encumbrances-or.debts)? _.

i




I do solemnly swear that the account by me.delivered into this Court does confain atrue
and:full account-of all my, real and :personal éstate, debts, credits. and-effects whatsoever without
exception,. which T orany person in trust-for'me; ‘have orat-the time of my-possession‘had; or
am, Or was, in respect, entitled to, in'possession,: femaindef of reversion and that Ihave: notiat.
any time since charges were made against me or ‘before, directly ortime since charges were:
made against. e or: before, dlrectlv orindirectly sold, leased, assigned or otherwise disposed: of
Of made aver, in trust for myselfior otherwise, other than is mentioned herein.

I tinderstand that the State shall file a:¢laim against:me in an amount equal 1o the:cost for
_ representaﬁon Jbut'that such.claim $hall not constitute a lien: agamst my property. unless the
¢laitn isxeduced to: Judoment ‘by the Order of the Court-after. gwmg me:at least thirty days
ndtice. ‘
|

Under penalty of perjury;. Lcertify-that the:information given by me:oi’ “this-affid
true.and correct, and Tunderstand that [ will be! subject to civil and/or criminal penalties-if 1
knowingly furnish false-information. '

I am financially-unable to. employ-counsel.

This__ . __dayof___ . s

Defendant

1 understand thatl.am entitled 1o at '1'_eaSt thirty dai_ys‘ fiotice beforé a claim.against:me may
be reduced tojudgment; and T do hereby waive the right to:such notice.

This day of _

‘PDefendant |

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me:this
dayof . )

Notary ':Publi_c}»fr South Carolina ' ‘
‘My-Corunission Expires: ____




The South Carolina Court of Appeals

The State, Respondent,
V.
Jontez Myrelle Ward, Appellant.
Appellate Case No. 2019-000295
The Honorable Diane Schafer Goodstein
Charleston County

Trial Court Case No. 2018GS1004100, 2016GS1000904,
2016GS1000903

‘ORDER

Appellant has failed to timely serve the notice of appeal as required by

Rule 203(b)(2) of the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules. Accordingly, this
matter is dismissed. The remittitur will be sent as provided by Rule 221(b),
SCACR.

FOR THE COURT
BY _ WV (e,
CLERK

Columbia, South Carolina

cc:

Alan McCrory Wilson, Esquire

John Benjamin Aplin, Esquire
Alexander J. Ziegler, Esquire

Aimee Jendrzejewski Zmroczek, Esquire
Robert Michael Dudek, Esquire

FILED




THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY
Court of General Sessions

Diane Schafer Goodstein, Circuit Court Judge

Case No.: 2015A1010201419; 2015A1010201420; 2018GS1004100
Appellate Case No.: 2019-000295

The State, RE@E D
Respondent, ' MAR 08 2019
v SC Court of Appeais

Jontez Myrelle Ward
Appellant.

MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION

The Appellant, by and though the undersigned counsel, moves pursuant to Rule 59(e) - -

SCRCP for an order altering or amending the court’s prior order filed on February 27, 2019,

dismissing Appellant’s appeal. | ‘
Appellant submits this motion to ensure that he has “enable[d] the lower court to rule

properly after it has considered all relevant facts, law, and arguments.” Staubes v. City of Folly

Beach, 339 S.C. 406, 412, 529 S.E.2d 546, 546 (2000). Specifically, Appellant would state:

1. Appellant proceeded pro se at the trial of this matter.
2. Appellant received a guilty verdict.
3. Appellant intended to appeal the guilty verdict however he was not allowed

access to the law library at the South Carolina Department of Corrections and therefore did not
have the knowledge of the requirement of serving the Notice of Appeal on the solicitor and the

clerk of court for the county in which the trial took place.

11
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4.

March 7, 2019

If this appeal is dismissed, Appellzﬁ?ﬁwrights will have been violated.

Aimee J. Zr}@czek, Esq.

P.O. Box 11961

Columbia, South Carolina 29211
Telephone: 803-400-1918

Fax: 803-403-8005
ajzlawfirm@gmail.com
Attorney for Appellant
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l THE STATE OF 5
SOUTH CAROLINA RBCEEVED

In The Court of Appeals
MAR 08 2019
APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY
Court of General Sessions SC COUH Of Appeals

Diane Schafer Goodstein, Circuit Court Judge

Case No.: 2015A1010201419; 2015A1010201420; 2018GS1004100
Appellate Case No.: 2019-000295

The State,

Respondent,

Jontez Myrelle Ward
Appellant.

PROOF OF SERVICE

I certify that I have served the Motion for Reconsideration on Alexander Ziegler by
depositing a copy of it in the United States Mail, postage prepaid, on March 7, 2019, addressed
to his office at:

101 Meeting Street
Charleston, SC 29401

March 7, 2019

Aimee J. Z'rﬁ@zek, Esq.

P.O. Box 11961

Columbia, South Carolina 29211
Telephone: 803-400-1918

Fax: 803-403-8005
ajzlawfirm@gmail.com
Attorney for Appellant
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ALAN WILSON
ATTORNEY GENERAL
RECBIVED
} March 20, 2019 - - MAR 920 2019
The Honorable Jenny A. Kitchings ' - ‘ o
Clerk, South Carolina Court of Appeals , SC CQUft Of Ap_pea's

Post Office Box 11629

~ Columbia, South Carolina 29211

RE: State v. Jontez Myrelle Ward
- Appellate Case No: 2019-000295

Dear Ms. Kitchings:

Please accept this letter on behalf of the State in lieu of a formal return to Appellant’s Motion for
Reconsideration in the above appeal. In an order filed February 27, 2019, this Court dismissed
the appeal because Appellant had failed to timely serve his pro.se notice of appeal as required by
Rule 203(b)(2) of the Appellate Court Rules. Aimee J. Zmroczek, Esquire, who now appears to
have been retained to represent Appellant in this matter, has now submltted the instant Motion for .

~ Reconsideration on Appellant’s behalf explammg

Appellant proceeded pro se at the trial of this matter. Appellant received a guilty
verdict. Appellant intended to appeal the guilty verdict however he was not
-allowed access to the law library at the South Carolina Department of Corrections
and therefore did not have the knowledge of the requirement of serving the Notice
~of Appeal on the solicitor and the clerk of court for the county in which the trial
took place.

“Appellant has asked this Court to reinstate his appeal, arguing a failure to do so will violate his due

process rights. Unfortunately, this Court has no jurisdiction over Appellant’s case and therefore
has no authority ‘to reinstate his appeal. See Hill v. South Carolina Dept. of Health and

Environmental Control, 389 S.C. 1, 21, 698 S.E.2d 612, 623 (2010) (“The service of a notice of

appeal is a jurisdictional requirement, and the time for service may not be extended by this
Court.”); see also Henning v. Kaye, 307 S.C. 436, 437, 415 S.E.2d 794, 794 (1992) (“[T]he South
Carolina Appellate Court Rules are not mere techmcahtles but provide the parties and this Court
with an orderly mechanism through which to guide appeals in this State.”).

REMBERTC. DENNIS BUILDING o POST OFFICE BOX 11549 » COLUMBIA, SC29211-1549 o TELEPHONE 803-734-3970 o FACSIMILE §03-253-6283



For these reasons, the State objects to the motion for reconsideration and respectfully requests that
the request to reinstate his appeal be denied.

Sincerely,

JEZ

enjamin Aplin
Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General
S.C. Bar No: 8729

cc: Alexander J. Ziegler, Esquire

‘ Amie J. Zmroczek, Esquire
Robert M. Dudek, Esquire
Victim Advocacy Division

15
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The South Carolina Court of Appeals

The State, Respondent,
V.
Jontez Myrelle Ward, Appellant.

Appellate Case No. 2019-000295

ORDER

After careful consideration of the petition for rehearing, the Court is unable to

discover that any material fact or principle of law has been either overlooked or

disregarded, and hence, there is no basis for granting a rehearing. Accordingly, the

petition for rehearing is denied. /
277 /j Z.——) ClI

Columbia, South Carolina

FILED

Alan McCrory Wilson, Esquire o
John Benjamin Aplin, Esquire _ ﬂ V\QH A A0\G

Alexander J. Ziegler, Esquire

-Aimee Jendrzejewski Zmroczek, Esquife

Robert Michael Dudek, Esquire
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