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On November 26, 2024, the Appellants filed a one-half page motion requesting an
expedited hearing/oral argument in this case. In their motion, Appellants did not reassert any
arguments already covered in their briefs to this Court.

In Respondent’s Return to Appellant’s Motion, Respondent 1) agreed to expedite the case,
2) proposed waiving oral argument, and 3) reasserted arguments from his brief to this Court.

Appellants file this reply solely to assert that they do not consent to waiving oral argument.

This attorney has been lead counsel in some 30-35 appeals to this Court, the South Carolina
Supreme Court, and/or the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals. Counsel believes that oral argument
serves several useful purposes.

1) Oral argument provides counsel with a chance to engage directly with the Court,
allowing counsel to clarify any points left unresolved in the briefs.

2) Oral argument allows counsel to make sure the Court understands the key issues in
the case by giving counsel the opportunity to highlight what counsel thinks is most important in
the appeal.

3) Oral argument provides counsel the opportunity to sum up what they wrote in their
briefs and present their case in a persuasive manner.

4) Perhaps most important of all, oral argument provides the Court the opportunity to
ask pointed and potentially decisive questions.

The only reason to forbear oral argument taking thirty minutes of this Court’s time is the
expense to the parties of preparing for the argument and appearing before this Court.

Given the expense to both Appellants and Respondent incurred since Respondent first filed
suit on January 26, 2012, Appellants submit the additional expense of oral argument is too

insignificant to consider.
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