From: Rachel Peavy

To: Court Of Appeals Filings

Cc: mshisko@johnbwhitelaw.com; Griffin Lynch; John Simmons; Nicole Rice; Katie Gould Butler;
katondawson@parkerpoe.com; jimwerner@parkerpoe.com; Conte, Tracy L.

Subject: 2024-001546 - Blackwell et a. v. Mary Black et al.

Date: Friday, December 13, 2024 2:07:41 PM

Attachments: 12.13.24 Resp. to Mot. to Hold Appeal in Abeyvance.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Re: Appellate Case No. 2024-001546
Dear Sir/Madame:

Attached for filing please find Respondents’ Response to Appellants’ Motion to Hold
Appeal in Abeyance, along with a Proof of Service regarding same.

Thank you.

Rachel G. Peavy
Counsel for Respondents
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM SPARTANBURG COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas
J. Mark Hayes, II, Circuit Court Judge

C.A. No. 2017-CP-42-00219

Appellate Case No. 2024-001546

Jo Ann Blackwell, Michelene Brooks, and Samuel H. Owens, Jr., individually and on behalf of all
others similarly SItUALEd, .......cccereeruerririiieci e Respondents,

Mary Black Health System, LLC, d/b/a Mary Black Memorial Hospital; CHSPSC, LLC; and
Professional Account Services, INC.,......ccuvvrviererriinieiriniiecereeeeere e Appellants.

RESPONSE TO APPELLANTS’ MOTION TO HOLD APPEAL IN ABEYANCE

John S. Simmons (S.C. Bar No. 10260)
Rachel G. Peavy (S.C. Bar No. 69397)
Simmons Law Firm, LLC

1711 Pickens Street

Columbia, SC 29201

Tel: (803) 779-4600

John B. White, Jr. (S.C. Bar No. 5996)
Marghretta H. Shisko (S.C. Bar No. 100106)
Griffin L. Lynch (S.C. Bar No. 72518)

P.O. Box 2465 (29304)

291 S. Pine St.

Spartanburg, SC 29302

Tel: (864) 594-5988

Attorneys for Respondents





Respondents respectfully submit this Response to Appellants’ Motion to Hold Appeal in
Abeyance.

As an initial matter, Respondents defer to the Court’s discretion and take no position as to
whether abeyance of this appeal is appropriate or necessary. However, Respondents specifically
object to, and disagree with, Appellants’ arguments and characterization of the record and posture
of the case below, including their argument concerning the trial court’s retention of jurisdiction
over matters not affected by their prior appeal.! In addition, Respondents note their objection to
Appellants’ characterization of the Court’s decision in the prior appeal, Blackwell v. Mary Black
Health Sys., LLC, Op. No. 6088 (S.C. Ct. App. filed Sept. 18, 2024), and any purported conflict
with any other decision of this Court, such opinion being the subject of Appellants’ pending
Petition for Rehearing and Suggestion for Rehearing en banc.?

Respectfully submitted,

John S. Simmons (S.C. Q@No 10260)
Rachel G. Peavy (S.C. Bar No. 69397)
Simmons Law Firm, LLC

1711 Pickens Street

Columbia, SC 29201

Tel: (803) 779-4600

! Appellate Case No. 2020-001613.

2 The Court has directed Respondents to file a Return to the Petition for Rehearing, with such
deadline for the filing of the Return extended to December 16, 2024.





Dated: December 13, 2024

John B. White, Jr. (S.C. Bar No. 5996)
Marghretta H. Shisko (S.C. Bar No. 100106)
Griffin L. Lynch (S.C. Bar No. 72518)

P.O. Box 2465

291 S. Pine St.

Spartanburg SC 2930

Tel: (864) 594-5988

Attorneys for Respondents
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PROOF OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that on December 13, 2024, Respondents’ Response to
Appellants’ Motion to Hold Appeal in Abeyance was served on all counsel of record via email as

follows:

James Lynn Werner (SC Bar No. 6029)
Katon E. Dawson, Jr. (SC Bar No. 101167)
Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein LLP

1221 Main Street, Suite 1100

Columbia, SC 29201

Ph: 803-255-8000
jimwerner@parkerpoe.com
katondawson@parkerpoe.com

Attorneys for Appellants

[Signature Page to Follow]
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