


EXHIBIT 8

Affidavit of Attorney George E. Counts

Dec 11 2024



.ST?{IE OF SOUTI{ CAROLINA

COLII\ITY OF HORRY

DAMIEN o: JOHNSON,

Plairytffi

v"

MA.RGARETA. SHiFLET,

Defe,ndant;,

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
FIFTEEhITI{ JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

CaSE iVO: 2fi22-CP-2:6-07656'

AFFIDAVIT OF GEORGE COUNTS
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AFFIDAVIT OF GEORGE COUNTS

PERSONALLY APPEARED George E,,Counts, Witness in the above.styled action, who,

after'b:ein.g firstduly slflorllupo,n oath, .states the following is true and correct.tq the best of his

personal knowledge, in[onnation, and bciief;

1 " My name is George E. ;Counts" I arn ,over 1 8 'years of age, ,and I am competent to inake

this afiidavil

2. I am licensed to practice law in the State of.S:outh Carolina, and I hav.e been practicing

,for over thirt5r (30) years.

3. I am a parmer at the law finn of Counts & Huger, LLC in Charleston, South Carolina.

4, This. affidavit is given'ift connection with, and is,intended fo use as evidence il1, the

ao- ove- cap-tioned 1 awsuit,

5. Anthony-Johnspn (l'Mr. Johnson") was a former client ofmine.

6, In or around May of 2005, Mr Johnson:had a stroke. Following his strokg I was

pngaged hc preparq,,a.polsreii of attorney for lvft-. Johnson,

1
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7 " Mn .Johnson was still in the ltospital when I was asked to ptepare,a poweir of attorney

.IOr nlm-

As is mtrr custom, I spoke in detail with Mr. Johnson to gauge his mental capacity to

.ellsure he was com,petent to sign the power of attomey' to-rm.

i asked. Mr. Johnson about bis fainily, and his possessions. I aske<l Mr. Johnson if he

understood that a powo' of atto,rney pefinittcd the appointed agent to act on his behalf'

with qgppect to his financial affairs and property interest.s. i asked him, r,vho he desired

to appoint as his agent and why- Mr. Johnson,spoke with m-osoherently, and I felt very

com.fortable that he understood what he was asking me to do; that he was actin,g

voluntarily axd with a sound mind; and that he otherlvise had the capacity to execute a

power of attomey.form.

Mr Johnson expressly requested that his sister, Margaret Shiflet, be appointed as his

agent with ,general power of attonrey over Mr. Johnson's affairs.

Seeing that Mr Johnson was of, sound mind and understood lhe polver of attomey, I

witnessed his execrrtion of a general power of attonrey, giving Margaret Shiflet, Mr

Johnson's'sister, the authority,to, act on. Mr. Johnson's behaif.

Approxinrately six,(6) months later, on or about October 16,2006,I prepared' a quit

claim, deed, pursuard to whish Mr" Johnson conveyed.his interest iri t 53 4 H i ghway 905,

Conway, Hony County, South Carolina, to Margaret Shiflet, for her iifetime, and the

remaioder interest to Anthony" Johnson and all of his siblings. The deed was recorded

on Noverlber 3, 2006, in the Register of Deeds of Hory County in Book 3 184 Page

1165 (the "2006 Conveyance").
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FURI},IER, AF"FIANT SAYETTI NOT

fhis Lr day of MaY,2024.

Swom to and subscribed before tne,

this L . day of May,2024.
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BXTIIBIT 7

Power of Attorney dated N/Iay 17,2006



Eil A 5S3p66t+6
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

) GENERAL DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY
couNTY oF CHARLESTON )

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS that I, ANTHONY JOHNSON of
1534 Highway 905, Conway, South Carolina 29526 do hereby make, constitute and appoint
MARGARET ECHOLS SHIFLET of 1324 HolmanRoad, Oakland, Califomia 94610, as mytrue
and lawful Attomey-In-Fact for me and in my name, place and stead, and on my behalf, giving unto
the said MARGARET ECHOLS SHIFLET full power to do and perform all and every act that I
may legally do through an Attorney-In-Fact, including, but not limited to the following:

1. . To request, ask, demand, sue for, recover, collect, receive, .and hold and
possess all such sums of money, debts, dues, commercial paper, checks,
&'aft s, acccunts, deposits, legaci*s, hequests devise.s " notes, intexests,..slor:k
certificates, bonds, dividends, certificates of deposit, annuities, pension and
retirement benefits, insurance benefits and proceeds, any and all documents
of title, chooses in action, personal andreal properfy, intangibie andtangible
property and properfy rights, and demands whatsoever, liquidated or
unliquidated, as now are, or shall hereafter become, owned by, or due, owing,
payable, or belonging to me or in which I have or may hereafter acquire
interest; to have, use, and take all lawfirl and writs in my name for collection
and recovery thereof; and to adjust, sell, compromise, and agree fol the sarne,

and to make, execute and deliver for me, on my behalf, and in my name, all
endorsements, acquittance, releases, receipts, or other sufficient discharges
for the same;

To maintain, repair, improve, inanage, insure, rent,lease, sell, convey, subject
to liens, mortgages, and hypothecate, and in any way or marlner deal with all
or any part of any real or personal property whatsoever, tangible or intangible,
or any interest therein, that I now own or may hereafter acquire, for me, in my
behalf, and in my name and urider such terms and conditions, and under such
covenants, as said Attorneys-In..Fact shall deem proper;

3, To make, receive, sign, endorse, execute, acknowledge, deliver, and possess
such applications, conlracts, agreements, options, covenants, conveyances,
deeds, security agreements, leases, mortgages, assignrpents, insurance
policies, documents of title, bills, bonds, debentures, checks, drafts, bills of
exchange, notes, stock certificates,.proxies, receipts, withdrawal receipts and
deposit instruments relating to acoounts or deposits in, or certificates.of
deposit of, banks, savings and loan or other institutions debts and obligations
and such other instruments in writing or whatever kind of nature as may be' necessary or proper in the exercise of the rights and powers herein gfanted.
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1.

ffi H 5B3p86t+7

To request and review all medical records in the care of medical authorities and to

exercise her discretion in making medical decisions pertaining to my care with ful1 authority to reject

any procedure she deems not to be in my best interest.

I grant to said Attorney-In-Fact full power and authority to do, take and perform all

and every act and thing whatsoever requisite, proper, or necessary to be done, in the exercise of any

of the rights and powers herein granted, as fully to all intents and purposes as I might or could do if
personallypresent, with full power of substitution orrevocation, hereby ratiffing and confirming all

that said Attorney-In-Fact, or her substitute or substitutes, shall laufully do or cause to be done by

virtue of this Power of Attorney and the rights and powers herein granted.

This instrument is to be construed and interpreted as a General Durable power of

Attorney' The enumeration of specific items, rights, acts, or powers herein is not intended to, nor

does it, limit or restrict, and is not to be construed or interpreted as limiting or restricting, the general

powers herein granted to the said Attorney-In-Fact.

This Power of Attorney shall not be affected by the physical or mental incompetence

of the principal which renders the principal incapable of managing his own estate.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOX', I have hereunto set my Hand and Seal (or willingly

direct another 1o sign on my tiehalfi to'iiiis Cerrerai Durabte Fower,of Atfolltey; whivlluodsists of

three (3) pages, ttns / 7tlAav ot (*t ,2006. I ,L- *..
VL.. ,- '''
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01 : 0"r. : 59 Pb{, 4 Of 4 , XXEt'{pT / BALLEFY V.
DEEDS

SKTPPER/ HORRY COUNTY, SC RHGIS?XAR Or

sl?TE Or SOUTH CAROLINA )
couNTY*rBERKELEY ]

Date of Transi'er of Title
{ Closing Date

AFFIDAVIT
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PERSONALLY appetred before me lhe undersignrd, wha being duly srvorn. depo*es antl says:

1. I have read rhe inlontation on this t\ffiduvit and I understand such inlomtntion.

L 1'he properry is being tanslened BY ANTHONY JOHNSON r, N4argaret Ann Shiflet. With A Life Est$te. and

thq Remainderment 1p, my Remainine Sisters And BrqthErs. Jessie Mae Hatntlton" Connie RobErts,

Chesrer Johnsan. Jr.. Romrie,Leg Johr:spn. Sonli*-Fgleeig.F-gsqo*a/Ua $.p$ia FeleciLFosco tulth$v
Johnson 0N 0ctober-16,33t)$

3. The DEED is {cheek ore oFthe foll6wing}

{A} 
--- 

subject to rhe deed recording fic as a transfrr for ,;nnsidcration paid or to lte paid in money or money': rvodh.

{B} _ subjrct to the de*d rccording ibe as a tralslhr betrveen a corporation. a pannership. or other entit-v and a

stockholdsr, parlner, or orvner ofthe entity, or is a transfer to lr trust r:r a-s distribution lo a trusi beneficiary.
(C) x EXEMPT from 1l:e deed recurding feo becartss {H:iemption# .L..").

{Expla*ation r*quired) Hsirs l}rqpefi'

{lf exe,npl pletse skip items 4-6' and ga to itern ? ol'this atlidavit.)

4. Chsek cnri ol'the t'ollowing if either itenr 3{a) or itern 3(b) shove has been checked-

(A) --- ?he fee is compuifd an thc consid€riltion pajd or to be paid in money or money's wofih in the affiount ol

tB) **.- The fse is computed on the fair market valuc of the realty which is $ * ." '
tC) 'l'he fee is canrputed on the tr*ir mtrket vtlus of the realty as cstablished fbr property ta.t pqrFoses rvhich is

5. Check YES* ar NO* to the f*llowingl A lirn or r:ncumhrMce existed on lhe la$d, lenenlent" or rcalty bcl'crc the {ransflcr

andremainedonthe la*d,tcilsorent,orrealtyallcrthttransfer. If'Ylis.''theamountcftheourstandingbalanceul'
this lien or cncumbrance is $

6."Ihc DEED Recr:rding Fce is *omputed as f'ullorvsl

{A}- the amount listcd in ilgm 4 abovt:

{B}-theamountlistedinitent5aboye(ntlarnoutr1p[aceeercl)
tC)-Subtractl"im6(b}froml"inc6(a)lndplac*theresult'

T. As required by Codc Scction ' 12-24-70, I $tatc ihat I nm il responsible pcrson rvho r,va$ c0nnected r(ith the tfttnsactiotl ilsl

8. Check if Proporty other thon Real Prr:ptrly is heing trtns{'trrrr:d on this l)etd,
(r\) --- Mobilc [{(}m*

{}3} _-- Other

9. DEED OF DISIRIBUT'IOI'J - ATIORNIY'S At:tlDAVlT: Estatc ol

-d.,.u*dCA5ENUMBI]R-.Personal}yappcaru,ltrcforemethtulrrlrrsigrredtuomtywho,bcing duly swom, certi{ied *ar tf}tre is license<l to practice la*,in the State of South Cerolina: th&t ts)he ha*s prcpared the

Derd ofDistributiofl tbr the Per*onal Rep. ln the lisiatE uf

yrar. or both,

rjecerxed and thst the

grantee{s) therein are correct and coniinn lo rhc estate t"ile for lhe above nuned decetlent.

10. I undersrlnd thar a perscn rcquircd to furnish this altidavit who willfully furnishes a lalsc or liaudulent affidavit is guilty o{:
misdsmeanor and, ttpon conviciion, must be fined not more than one lhuusand dclllars etr imprixoned not mor$ thiin r:ne

lri,8

sworn rhis J{fF Day of &f.---'-_ Ssor

Notln Public for South Carolina

Signed

Prirrt or Type Nanre Here

lSEffi



SICMD, SEALED, PUBLISHED AND DECLARED by aNTHONY JOIINSON,

and for her Power-of-Attorney, in the prqsenae of us two, who, in his presence and in the

presence of each.other, at his request, have subscribed our ruunes as witnesses hereto.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
)

COIJ},ITY OF CI{ABJ,ESTON )

PROBATE
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PERSONALLY appeared before me the witness above-named and made oath

that he/she saw the within-named ANTHONY JOHNSON sign, seal and as his act and deed

deliver the within written Geneml Durable Power of Attomey, and that he/she with the other

above-named witness witnessed the execution thereof.
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EXHIBIT 9

Conveyance Deed dated October 16, 2006 and
Recorded November 3, 2006



01 :01-:59 Plul, 1 OE'
DEEp$ Ytvls t{umber con*i

1t400$5$53

4, EXE}4P?, BALT,ERY V- SI(IFPER, HORRY COUNTY, SC REGTSTHAR OT

lr

: ti",I3
ii(]rii Y Cr;JHIY' S'C' ,

STATE OF SOUTH CAROI,INA ) - ^ -^ /v'*\vr''Ii"' 
2$16 Htlv -3 Pl't 31E+LE Nor E*AIIINED

coLrNrY oF H,RRY 
**,tttl,*'o?'#tffi" 

ro REAL ESTATE

KNOW ALL MIN MY THfiSH PRSSENTS T}TAT

I, ANTI{ONY JOHN$OIIiI

in the State aforesaid for and i:r consideration af the sum of'Ten Dollars (S10.00) Love and

Affectisn for my $ister, MARGARET ANN SHIFLIT, with a Life [st*te, rnd the

rsmainderment tu my remaining $isters *nd Brothtru,;IESSIf, MAE HAMII,TON,
coI{NIE ROSERTS, CHESTER JOHNST}N, JR., ROIVNIE LE& JOHN$ON, SO}IYA
trULUCIA B{ISCS a/kla SONJA FETECIA BCISCO and ANTHONY JOHNSON to me

i* hand paid at and before the sealirtg of these present* by MA*^GARU.T ANN SHItrLB?,
xith a Life flstate, and thr remninderment t* my r*mnining Sisters nnd Erothers,

JTSSIT MAS ITAMILT$N, COFINIE RSBERTS, CIIESTER JOI{N$ON' JR,,
RONNIS LEE JOHNSON, $SNYA FELtrCIA BOSCO alk/a $ONJA FELECIA
BO$CO, and ANTHONY JOHNSON in the State albresaid the County of llorry, the

receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, lmve granted, bargained, ssld and released, ard by

these Prespnts do grant, bargain, sell and r*iease unto tht said hIARGARIT ANN
SHI$'{"fiT, rvith s Life Estnte, anrl the rem*indrrmsu* to my rem*ining $ist*rs xnd

Brothersn JIS$IK MAH HAMILTON, CONNIT ROBtrRTS' CI{HSTER JOI{NSON'
JR., RONNIH LEE JOHN$ON, SONYA s'fiLACIA $O$CO */k/a $ONJA FELHCIA
BOSCO ANTHONY JOI{NSCIN and their heirs and assigns forever:

ALL MY RTGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST IN AND TO:

/ ALL that singular al} that ce$ai* piece, parcel ov lot of [and, situate, lying and being in

Canway Township, Horry County, South Car*lin*. containing thirty-eight hundredths {*"38)
of an acre. as shorvn upon s plat prepared by S.D. Cox Surveyors, Inc., dated July 16, I97S.

A copy of said map is recorded in Deed Baok 620 at Page 324, Offrce of the RMC for Horry
County anci is by reterence inccrparated herein as lbraring a pan of this descriptiun.

BOUNDED now or fonnerly as follows: On the north by S"C. Highuray NCI. 9S5; tln the

E*st by Tossie Johnson; on the S*uth by Oeorg* Johnson, Jr., and on the West by Sammy

Jahnson and .Iames Johnson.

- BtrING the sar*e premises conveyed to Anthony J*hnssn by deed of Margie W. J*hnson

*llCalr{argi* Johnson,Idargaret Ann $hiflet, Jessie Mae Hamilton. Connie Rtrberts, Chestcr

Jchnson, Jr., Jererniah Johnson, #k/a Jenniah Johnson, Romi* Lee .Ichnson and Scnya

Feiecia Bosco a/k/a $onja Felecia Bosco by deed dated May ?7, ?000; recorded May 3i,

i"!b.i:.r:i
3Iii/i i I{r1,
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01:0r:59 PFI, 2 OF 4/ EXEMPT, BALTERY V. SKf$FER, HORRY COUNTY, SC REGISTRAR Of
DEESS

,A

?000 in Deed Book ??66 at Page 018? in the RMC Offiee for fi*rry County.

HSRY $oultw ffis;- 46r&',
T\4S{: ! 24:!lqJ5=n(1 -+-+t& BII( Hccl

rGrantee's Address: I534 Hr*y' 9{)5 Canway, SC ?95?6

TOGSTHER, with all and singular" Rights, Members, Hereditcrnent, and

Appurtenances to the said Premises belonging, or in anywise incident or appertaining.

TO HAYE AND TO HOLD, all and singular, the said premises before mentioned

unto the said MARGARET ANN SHLFLBT, with x Life Est*te, *rrl the rsmaindsrmert tc my

remtiniug Sisters and Br*thers, JESSIE MAE HAMILTON, CONNII ROBERTS,
CHESTER JOHNSON, JR., RONNIE LEE JOHNSON, SSI{YA rELECIA BOSCO afida

SONJA FELECIA BOSCO ANTIIONY JOIINSOI{ their heirs and assigns forever,

AND I do hereby bind nryself and my i{eirs and Exeeutors and Administrators, to

ra,arrailt and farever defend, all and singui*r, the said Premises uato the said

and their heirs a*d Assigns, against me anci my Heirs, and all other perscns lat*:lly claiming cr to

clairn the saffie or an pert thereol

wITNEss my Hand snd Seai. rhis /L dav or &#dr* . k the ye*r af uur

Lord Two Thousand Six and the Two Hundred and Thirtieth year of the Sovereignty and

Independence of the United States of Anrerica.

SIGNEI}, SEALED AN} DELIVERE,D
IN THE PRESENCE OT
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03":0i :59
DEEDg

PM, 3 Or 4, EXEMPT, BATJLEBY V. SKIPPER, HCIRRY COUNTY, SC REGISTRAR

STATE OT' SOUTH CAROLINA

COLTNTY OF HORRY
PIt,OSATI

PERSONALLY appeared before me the uadersigned witness and made an oath that

(s)he saw the wirhin name ANTHOI{Y JOHNSON sign, seal, *nd as her act and deed, deliver the

foregoing Deed and that (sihe with the other witness narned *bcve *'itncssed the exectttion tirereof.

ic for
N{y C-ommission Expires: J* f)-,}.frt
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EXHIBIT 10

Mortgage Payoff Letter



&&
H gEE

#wmqeraw
Mafrleae&B
ffiaar$q

trayns* 
orl6inetly 60,octo {

.v

.January 22, ZO24

Customer: Anthony.trohnsnn

Loan: 3405L77

Property: 1534 HWy 905, Conway SC 29526

Pleage tsccept thls letter as a confirnration pi paycfffer the above customer per your request, This loan
was paid to a $0,00 balance on tO/12/2AO6

Fayoff $CI.00 Fer Diern $0.00

lf you should need any further infornration, ptease feel free to contact me uia ernail or phone^

Loan Aclministrat[on Clerk

Direct: 843-49&-9202

Fax: 843-381-0152

Ema iI ; ha n n a h, mo rga n @ conr,rlayn a tic na f ba n k. com
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Sincerely.

Hannah Morgan

tr-B- Box 3*8 " Grnway, 5c cgssg " {843} zqg-srzr * trhfernber Fggs



EXHIBIT 11

Affidavit of Margaret Shiflet



STATE OF SOITTH CAROLINA

COUI\T:TY QF HORRY

DAMIEN O. JOHNSON,

Plaintiff,

V.

MARGARET A, SHIFI,ET,

Defendant,

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
FIF'TEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

CASENO: zoz2CPz6oZ6S6

AFFIDAVIT OF MARGARET
SIIIFLET IN SUPPORT OF
DEFENDANT'S MOTIQN FOR
SUMMARYJUDGMENT
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PERSONALLY APPEARED befure me, the undersigned, Margaret A. Shiflet, who,

having been duly sworn, upon oath states the following is true and corect to the best of her

p er s onal knowledge, i_nformation and beli e t':

1. My narne is Margaret A. Shiflet and I am an adult citizen and resident of Pooler, Chatharr

Counly, Georgia. I have personal knowLedge of the recitals and statements set forth herein

ard know them to be true.

2. I arn one of eight children born to the late Chester and Margie Johnson. My siblings

include:

Jeremiah Jotrnson. (deceased, 2 004)

Connie D. Robers (deceased)

Anthony Johnson (deceased Augusr 3l, Z0ZI)

Chester Johnson, Jr.

Ronnie Lee Johnson (deceased, 2OZZ)

Jessie M. Hamilton

Sonja Bosco

a.

b.

o.

d.

f.
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4.

5.

6.

On August 14,1978, my mother and father purchased the property that is the subject of

tlris litigation, which is located at 1534 FIwy 905, Conway, Hony County, South Carolina'

Both of my parerrts resided at this property until their deaths. My father passed away on

June 7, 1996 and nxy mQther passed away on April 25, 2009.

Shortly after my father passed away, title to the Property passed to my mofier and to ne

and my siblings by intestate successi,on.

Approximately three years later, on May 27,zOOO,my siblings an<i my mother agleed to

d.eed the Farnily Home to my brother, Anthony Johnson ("Anthony"). Despite Anthony

being the reeord property orvrrer of the Family Flome, my mother continued to reside at the

property with two of my siblings, .lessie I{amilton and Chester Johnson, Jr. until my

mother's death in 2009.

Darnien, the oldest of my brother Anthony's five children, has a long history of criminal

activity dating back to at least 1996, which involve various drug related offenses, among

others, that ultimately resulted in incarceration to which my brother was aware.

7. On or around February 21,2006, at the age of 45, my brother Anfiony suflier:ed a stroke

and was taken to Medical University in Charleston, Soufi Carolina lbr treatment.

8. Since 1979, I had been residing in California with my two children, but frequently came

back to South Caroiina to visit my farnily.

9. Upon being notified of Anthony's hospitalization, I immediately traveled to Charleston,

South Caro.lina from California and stayeci in a hotel lbr approximateiy six months to assist

with Anthony's care and recovery.

2



10. After Anthony's stroke, Anthony asked if I would assist hirn on his behalf with his affaits.

I agreed and attorney George Counts of Counts & Huger in Charleston, Sou.th Carolina was

hired, to prepare apower of attomey for Anthony, which appointed me to act on his behalf.

11. Attomey Counts met with my brother, and satisfied with my brother's competency, on May

17,2006,witr:essed the execution of the general.power of atlomey to allow me to take care

of Anthony's affairs.

12. While stili in the hospital, and even after his discharge, Anthony became increasingly

concerned about his son Damien's nefarious activities, and in particular, his hostility he

was exhibiting towards our siblings, and to our mother, who were a[ residing in the Family

Home.

13. After hearing about Damien's continued behavior and threats towards our famiiy, my

brother instructed me 1o convey his interest in the Family Home to myself and our siblings

so that Damien could not sciuander the properfy away due his dnrg activities.

i4. As instructed by Anthony, I contacted Attomey Counts and he prepared the transfer deed

to the Farnily Home conveying all of Anthony's interest to myself ald our sibiings. I then

satisfied the mortgage on the property and continued to pay the annual property taxes and

the utilities at the Family Home while my mother and siblings were still residing there.

15' When Anthony was discharged in August 20A6, he was releasecl into my care and we

subsequently both moved in with our sister Sonja and her husband, who resided in Pooler,

Chatham County, Georgia.

16. While the stroke left Anthony physically irnpaired, he was mentally unatTected. He harl a

sharp rnemory and went on to live another Jifteen (15) years until he passed away on August

31,20?7, at the age of 61.
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17. Sometime in 2007, Damien was sentenced tbr various drug related ofte-nses and was

inoarcerated in South Carolina until his release in approximately 2016.

18. Prior to Damien's incarceration, he made several comments to me through social media

and to my face that I hacl in effect stolen his father's properly fi,orn hin:. He further

continued to make cornmelrts directed to me while he was incarceratedthat he would oome

for his father's properf,y wiren he got out of prison.

19. At my brother's funerai, Darnien refused to even speak to me.

20, Darnien was well aware of the October 16,2;006 Conveyance of the Family Home and the

power of attomey executed by Anthony prior to his incarceration in 2007, but he waited to

file this action untii over a year after his father's death.

FURTHER AT'FIANT SAYETH NAUGH'I"
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Sworn to and subscribed before me
onthis -Wuy of May,2024.

4

\rO14;i
d t.- '4




