
From: Dorothy Pierce
To: Court Of Appeals Filings; Rick McDuff; McIntosh, Lawton Secretary (Tammy Jennings); McIntosh, Lawton Law

Clerk (Kjursten Collier); Amanda Watkins
Subject: MOTION FOR STAY- Case No. 2024-001641
Date: Friday, January 3, 2025 8:13:37 PM
Attachments: MOTION FOR STAY- Case No. 2024-001641.pdf

2024CP3700460 Notice of Appeal- Circuit court copy.pdf
Email from Circuit court Clerk- Case 00460.pdf
Motion Roster december 13.pdf
Email seeking Clarification- Judge McIntosh.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Dear Clerk,

Please find attached the Motion for Stay for filing. Respondents have been copied on this
email as a courtesy.

A filing fee of $50 will be mailed to the court shortly, and a hard copy of the motion is being
served upon the Respondents.

Thank you for your assistance.

Best regards,

-- 
DOROTHY PIERCE, Appellant.
Justice is not a Privilege but a Fundamental Human Right.
"TRUTH is TREASON in an EMPIRE of LIES"

750 Mourning Dove Lane, Seneca, SC.29678
Tel: 864-324-3247

mailto:dorothypierce84@gmail.com
mailto:ctappfilings@sccourts.org
mailto:rick@mjmlawsc.com
mailto:lmcintoshsc@sccourts.org
mailto:lmcintoshlc@sccourts.org
mailto:lmcintoshlc@sccourts.org
mailto:awatkins@oconeesc.com
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


IN THE COURT OF APPEALS 


APPEAL FROM OCONEE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 


Order of Honorable Judge R. Lawton McIntosh 


 


Appellate Case No. 2024-001641 


Dorothy Pierce-------------------------------------------------------Appellant, 


v. 


Samantha Leigh a/k/a Pierce, and Cody Hiott---------------Respondents. 


 


 


MOTION FOR STAY 


 


 


COMES NOW, the Appellant, Dorothy Pierce, and respectfully moves this Honorable Court to 


issue an order staying any further proceedings in the Circuit Court, including the hearing 


scheduled for January 30, 2025, on Respondents’ Motion for Sanctions, pursuant to South 


Carolina Appellate Rule 241. Under Rule 241, the filing of a notice of appeal automatically stays 


matters decided in the order under appeal, divesting the Circuit Court of jurisdiction to proceed 


on related issues while the appeal is pending. 


 


GROUNDS FOR THE MOTION 


1. Following the dismissal of Appellant’s lawsuit by the Circuit Court on September 23, 2024, 


due to an alleged lack of standing, Respondents filed a Motion for Sanctions against 


Appellant. 


2. On October 25, 2024, the South Carolina Court of Appeals unequivocally ruled in case 2024-


000455 that Appellant has standing to act as the Personal Representative (PR) of the estate of 


Doyle Elton Pierce. This ruling directly resolves the issue of standing that formed the basis of 


the Circuit Court’s dismissal and Respondents’ Motion for Sanctions. 


3. This matter remains pending on appeal, and the issue of standing is central to the appeal. The 


Circuit Court does not retain jurisdiction to adjudicate Respondents’ Motion for Sanctions, 
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particularly when the sanctions motion is based on an issue—Appellant’s standing—that has 


already been resolved by the Court of Appeals. 


4. The Circuit Court clerk was notified that this matter is currently on appeal, and a copy of the 


Notice of Appeal was delivered to the clerk's office. Despite this, the case has been scheduled 


for a hearing. [See the attached Circuit Court stamped copy of Notice of Appeal] 


5. On September 26, 2024, the Circuit Court clerk removed the motion for sanctions from the 


docket, which had previously been scheduled for a hearing on November 14, 2024, following 


the filing of the Notice of Appeal in case 2024CP3700460. In a written correspondence, the 


clerk explicitly stated that the motion would be removed pending the resolution of the appeal. 


[See the attached email] 


6. However, on December 13, 2024, the same clerk reinstated the motion on the docket, despite 


the fact that the appeal remains unresolved. This reinstatement occurred after jurisdiction 


over the matter had shifted to the appellate court due to the pending appeal. Such actions 


directly conflict with South Carolina’s appellate procedure and disregard the authority vested 


in the appellate court once a notice of appeal is filed. [See the attached Email] 


7. On December 30, 2024, Appellant submitted a written request to the Circuit Court judge, 


seeking clarification on the court's jurisdiction and requesting that the case be removed from 


the docket due to the lack of jurisdiction. However, the Circuit Court did not respond to the 


request or take any action to remove the case from the docket. [See the attached Email] 


8. Proceeding with the motion for sanctions in the Circuit Court would not only violate 


established appellate jurisdiction but would also create unnecessary confusion and additional 


appeals. This would result in wasted judicial resources and cause significant prejudice to 


Appellant, as the appellate court has already ruled in her favor on the standing issue. 


 


RELIEF REQUESTED 


For the reasons set forth above, Appellant respectfully requests that this Honorable Court: 


1. Issue an order staying the Circuit Court’s proceedings, including the hearing on 


Respondents’ Motion for Sanctions scheduled for January 30, 2025, until a remittitur is 


issued by the Court of Appeals returning jurisdiction to the Circuit Court; 
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2. Issue a directive cautioning the Circuit Court against scheduling or hearing matters that 


fall within the exclusive jurisdiction of the appellate court during the pendency of this 


appeal; and 


3. Grant such other and further relief as this Court deems just and proper. 


      Respectfully submitted this January 3, 2025 


 


s/Dorothy Pierce  


DOROTHY PIERCE 


750 Mourning Dove Lane, Seneca, South Carolina 29678 


(864) 324-3247 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


 


IN THE COURT OF APPEALS 


 


APPEAL FROM OCONEE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 


 


Order of Honorable Judge R. Lawton McIntosh 


Appellate Case No. 2024-001641 


Dorothy Pierce----------------------------------------------------Appellant, 


v. 


Samantha Leigh a/k/a Pierce, and Cody Hiott---------------Respondents. 


 


CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 


I hereby certify that on January 3, 2025, a true and correct copy of the foregoing Motion for Stay 


was served upon Respondents’ Counsel of Record.  


Richard Hunt McDuff, Esq. 


Merrell & McDuff (MJM Law, LLC) 


119B Professional Park Drive 


Seneca, South Carolina 29678 


rick@mjmlawsc.com 


 


 


s/Dorothy Pierce  


DOROTHY PIERCE 


750 Mourning Dove Ln. Seneca, South Carolina 29678 


(864) 324-3247 


dorothypierce84@gmail.com 
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mailto:dorothypierce84@gmail.com
















































