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ISSUE PRESENTED 

Was pretrial counsel ineffective by informing the Dorchester County Sheriffs Office where 

Petitioner buried the victim's body so MUSC could perform an autopsy, thereby effectively 

confessing for him with no realistic benefit because an autopsy would never show Petitioner 

killed Pegram on accident? 
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STATEMENT 

On May 8, 2015, Petitioner's counsel, Mark Leiendecker, told Captain Tony Phinney of 

the Dorchester County Sheriff's Office where his client buried the body of Ashley Pegram. App. 

18:25-19:18. 

After' a trial before Judge Doyet Early, III, in August 2016, a jury convicted Edward 

Bonilla of murder, and the trial court sentenced him to life in prison. App. 1, 719:1-2, 726:14-

16. He was represented at trial by appointed counsel Russell Hilton and Mandy Kimmons, while

Donald Sorenson and Ryan Templeton prosecuted the case. App. 1. During deliberations the 

jury requested to know the relative sizes of Petitioner and Pegram. App. 728:11-12, (court's ex. 

3). Robert Dudek represented him on appeal. App. 858. The court of appeals affirmed his 

convictions. State v. Bonilla, 429 S.C. 253, 286, 838 S.E.2d 1, 18 (Ct. App. 2019). Petitioner 

filed an application for post-conviction relief on July 6, 2021. App. 751. With Michael Lifsey 

as counsel, 'he amended his application twice and alleged pretrial and trial counsel were 

ineffective for several reasons. App. 783, 786. Judge Paul Burch held a hearing on his second 

amended application on February 5, 2024. App. 789. Bryan Hall represented the state. App. 

789. The PCR court denied his claims by order dated May 3, 2024. App. 857.

On appeal, Petitioner's important PCR claim is that pretrial counsel-Leiendecker-was

ineffective for "improperly disclosing the location of the victim's body without informed consent 

of [Petitioner]." App. 786. Pegram was killed after midnight early on April 4, 2015. On April 

15, 2015, Petitioner was arrested for obstruction of justice. App. 27:14-18, 62:13-20. The 

Sheriff's Office identified Pegram's blood in Petitioner's work van on April 29, 2015. App. 

489:7-15. Petitioner was charged with murder on May 5, 2015. App. 489:16-19. On May 8, 

2015, pretrial counsel arranged for the Sheriff's Office to transport Petitioner to the Sherriff's 
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