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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM THE BEAUFORT COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas

Marvin H. Dukes, III, Circuit Court Judge

Appellate Case No. 2023-001519

James Reid and Sarania Reid, Respondents,

Carrie Gaston Henderson Appellant.

APPELLANT'S INITIAL BRIEF

TGO: THE HONORABLE JUDGES OF THE SCGUTH CAROLINA COURT OF APPEALS:
Carrie Gaston Henderson, appearing pro se, respectfully submits this brief appealing the

decision rendered by Judge Duke in the Court of Common Pleas, Beaufort County. This appeal

seeks to address and rectify several clear errors in the lower court’s rulings, which have caused

significant prejudice to Appellant’s rights.

STATEMENT OF THE ISSUES ON APPEAL

I. Whether the trial court erred in determining that Attorney Louis Dore merely acted as a
witness to the deed in question, contrary to documentary evidence demonstrating that he

prepared and signed the deed.



9128987800

The UPS Store 3913 11:05:15 01-27-2025

2. Whether the trial court’s delay in addressing Appellant’s motion for reconsideration
constituted a violation of procedural fairness and prejudiced Appellant's ability to seek
timely appellate review.

3. Whether the trial court erred in concluding that Appellant lacked title to the property
despite the submission of documentary evidence establishing ownership.

4. Whether the trial court erred in refusing to uphold the South Carolina Supreme Court’s

refusal to overrule the decision of the South Carolina Court of Appeals.

STATEMENT OF THE CASE

This case concerns a dispute over property ownership and the validity of a deed allegedly
prepared and signed by Attorney Louis Dore. In 2007, Judge Ellis Drew ordered Attorney Dore to
recuse himself due to a conflict of interest. Despite this, evidence was presented to demonstrate
that Attorney Dore prepared and signed the deed in question. The subject property was

subsequently sold to the Respondents in 2016 through Realtor, Cunningham Real Estate.

On July 26, 2023, Appellant appeared before Judge Duke to contest these matters. A ruling
was issued on July 29, 2023, but Appellant did not receive notice of this decision until September
15, 2023, following repeated inquiries to court personnel. This delay has further compounded the

prejudice against Appellant.

4723
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ARGUMENT

L. The Trial Court Erred in Ruling That Attorney Louis Dore Did Not Prepare or Sign the

Deed.

The trial court's conclusion that Attorney Louis Dore only acted as a witness to the deed is
unsupported by the evidence. Appellant submitted documentation explicitly showing that Attorney
Dore prepared and signed the deed prior to his recusal in 2007. See Appendix 1, Attachment
Statement, Appendix 2, Deed Prepare and Signed (2004), Appendix 3, Recusal of Attorney Dore
(2007). This evidence contradicts the court's finding and raises significant questions about the

validity of the Respondents’ title. See Kriti Ripley, 404 S.C. 379, 746 S.E.2d 432.

Il. The Trial Court's Delay in Addressing the Motion for Reconsideration Prejudiced

Appellant.

Appellant's motion for reconsideration, filed on July 26, 2023, was not resolved until July
29, 2023, yet no notice of the ruling was provided until nearly two months later. This delay is not
only procedurally improper but also deprived Appellant of the ability to seek timely relief. Rule

59. SCRCP, mandates prompt resolution of such motions to prevent undue prejudice.

HI. The Trial Court Erred in Concluding That Appellant Lacked Title to the Property.

The trial court's determination that Appellant did not hold title to the property is contrary
to the evidence presented. Appellant provided clear and admissible documentation establishing
ownership. See Appendix 4, Estate of Cecil Gaston (1949), and Appendix 3, Title of Real Estate

(1908). The court's disregard of this evidence constitutes reversible error. See Hartford Accident
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& Indem. Co., 201 8.C. 32, 41-42, 21 S.E.2d 209, 212 (1942); Mid-State Distribs., Inc. v. Century

Imps., Inc., 310 S.C. 330, 335, 426 S.E.2d 777, 780 (1993).

VL. The Trial Court Erred in Upholding the ruling of South Carolina Supreme Court.

The trial court committed reversible error by refusing to defer to and uphold the prior ruling
of the South Carolina Supreme Court, which directly conflicts with the procedural and substantive
rights of the appellant. Specifically, the trial court failed to independently evaluate the facts and
evidence presented in the case. The decision by the South Carolina Supreme Court, as outlined in
the correspondence from Svalina, Richardson, and Smith, dated October 18, 1994, demonstrates
critical oversights that warrant reconsideration. See Appendix 6, Svalina, Richardson, and Smith

(1994).

6/23
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CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, Appellant respectfully requests this Court to reverse the trial court's

rulings and remand the case for further proceedings consistent with the evidence and applicable

law.

Respectfully submitted,
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Carrie Gaston Henderson
316 East 35th St.
Savannah, GA 31401

(912) 200-1285
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EXCERPTS OF RELEVANT CASE LAW

A. Kriti Ripley, 404 8.C. 379, 746 S.E.2d 432

This case emphasized the fiduciary duties of attorneys and condemned conduct involving

misrepresentation or unethical practices in property transactions.

Excerpt: “Attorneys owe a duty of honesty, integrity, and fairness to the courts, their clients, and
the legal profession as a whole. Where an attorney engages in fraudulent conduct,
misrepresentation, or collusion, they violate their ethical obligations and the trust placed in them

by their clients and the public.”

B. Hartford Accident & Indem. Co., 201 S.C. 32, 21 S.E.24d 444

This case established the importance of clear, unambiguous documentation in

establishing legal rights, which is relevant in determining the rightful ownership of property,

such as land titles.

Excerpt: “In matters of legal entitlement, particularly when there is a dispute over the ownership

of property. the burden of proving such entitlement rests with the party asserting ownership. The

party must present clear and convineing evidence to substantiate the claim of ownership.™

I5
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C. Mid-State Distribs., Inc. v. Century Imps., Inc., 310 8.C. 330, 426 S.E.2d 777

This case involves issues surrounding the evidentiary weight of documents and the
recognition of legal rights in court. In particular, the case discusses how the presentation of
evidence (such as contracts or deeds) is integral to the court’s decision-making process, and the

party presenting the evidence must be allowed to have it properly considered.

Excerpt: “Where a party presents valid and relevant evidence in support of their claim, including
legal documents such as deeds or contracts, the court has a duty to give appropriate consideration
to that evidence. A failure to do so, particularly when such evidence establishes a legal right,

undermines the integrity of the proceedings and the rights of the party presenting the evidence.”

16
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AN A

ATTACHMENT

ALL that certain piece, parcel or lot of fand situate, lying and being in Beaufort County, State of
SmeuaﬁumdisﬂmmmddeﬁMmﬂwmnmeeét‘wDorismdAm
Green by Gasque and Associates, Inc., duted February 9, 1995, and revised on May 9, 2000 and
December 17, 2004, and is shown on said plat as being the property of “Harold Green™,
contsining 72 acres. Fwamwmpmwammdssmpﬁmasmthnnmhm,
courses and distances reference may behad o said p hick is recoeded in the office of the
RMC for Beaufort County st Plat Book , Page .

This Is the zame parcel of land which was the subject of an Order signed by Thomes Kemmerlis,
i1, as Master In Equity for Besufort County, dated Februsry 20, 1998, at Judgmont Roll 89191,
and was conveyed 1o the Grantors herein by Corrective Limited Warranty Decds of Thomas
Kemmeshin, Jr., Master In Bquity on May 9, 2002. Said dued is recorded in the office of the
RMC for Beaufort County at Dead Book 1579, Page 1037.

Reference: District 600, Map 10, Parcel 11s.

This Deed prepared by Louis O. Dote of Dore Law Firm, P.A., 133 Sea island Purkway, Lady's
Istand, SC 29507

Grsutees' wailing addresa: 4201 Sandy Lake Drive
Lithenia, GA 30038

e e <o e T
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STATE OF SOUTH CARGLINA 3

) TITLE TO REAL ESTATE
COUNTYG?BEAU?QRTw )
ENOW ALL MEN BY THRSH PRESENTS THA CAROLYN TRIMBLEE
ONY KEITH MURRELL GREEN
e S

n the State aforesaid for and in considération of the
sum of TWG HUNDRED TWENTY THOUSAND AND NOVI00 {3220,000 00) DOLLARS, 14

MANAGEMENT, INC. AND LEON GOODRUM Ag TENANTS IN COMMON in the State

afotesaid, for which the reccipt wherenf s herehy ecknowledged, have granied, bargained, go}d
and releaged

and by these presents do grap, bargain, solf ang release unto the gaig
CUNNINGHAM REAL ESTATE + INC.

"SEE ATTACHMENT"
TOGETHER with gl &nd singular,

the Rights, Membery, Heteditaments ang
Appurtenances to the pajd Premiges belonging or in anywise incident or Eppertaining,

the said CUNNINGHAM REAL BSTATE MANAGEMENT, INC. AND LEON GOODRUM
AS TENANTS I COMMON | their Suecessors and assigng forever,

AND we do hereby bingd ourselves end aur heirs,

EXeCllons, suecessory 5nd assigns, 1o
warrant and forever defend, aff and singular, the sajd premizes unto

the sai CUNNINGHAM
REAL ESTATE MANAGEME;‘NT. INC AND LEON GODDRUM

AS TENANTS IV
SR BB W e
L T .
REOE 516 566 115630686
e N
Book2079/Page466
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PROOF OF SERVICE OF A NOTICE OF APPEAL :
SC Court of Appeals
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals
fIn The Supreme Court]

APPEAL FROM GREENVILLE COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas

Honorable Marvin Dukes III, Circuit Court Judge

Case No. 2023-001519

James Reid, Respondent,
V.
Carrie G. Henderson, Appellant.
PROOF OF SERVICE

I certify that I have served the Notice of Appeal on Attorney Cherese Chisolm Handy,
Attorney Thurmond Kirchner & Timbes P.A., James & Sarania Reid by depositing a copy of it
in the United States Mail, postage prepaid, on Januvary 25Mdressed to the Appeals Court

1220 Senate St, Columbia, SC 29201. jz;;;’v

January 25, 2024 _ s/ Carrie G.
¢ ' Henderson

Ly m;i/wf 4/ Vi /c e Carrie G.

/ Henderson, Pro
Se
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