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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 


____________________ 


APPEAL FROM JASPER COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 


 
Curtis Coltrane, Special Referee 


___________________ 


Case No. 2021-CP-27-00504 
Appellate Case No. 2024-002209 


__________________ 
 


 
Charles Woods,……………………………………………………………………….Respondent 
 
v. 
 
 
Valeria Woods Tuten, Kathy R. Thomas, Robert Thomas, Jr., Robert  
Thomas, III, Katelyn Thomas, Ellison Thomas, Bryant Thomas, Rebecca  
Babilon, Pam Woods, Wanda W. Smith, Wayne Smith, Kevin Smith, Trent  
Smith, Cynara Smith Love, Peggy Powers, Anna Cope, Adell Bishop Gray,  
Candelaria Rosalia Mayorga, William David Mixon, II, Charles Miller, Betty  
Miller Revocable  Trust, Marion Ralph Smith, Betty Smith, Paulino Juarez  
Hernandez, Felipa Flores Crus, Alma Gomez, Dionicio Gomez Flores,  
Eduardo Valencia Benitez, Saul Benitez Castaeda, Ramon Benitez Castaneda,  
John Doe and Mary Roe, ,………………………………………………………………Defendants  
 
of whom Kevin Smith, Trent Smith, Cynara Smith Love, Wayne Smith, and  
Valeria Woods Tuten are……………………………………………………………….Appellants 
 


            
 


NOTICE OF APPEARANCE  
           


 
  


 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Bess J. DuRant of the law firm of Sowell & DuRant, LLC, 


hereby appears as counsel in the above-referenced matter on behalf of the Respondent. Please 


direct all notice, pleadings, motions, correspondence or otherwise, given or required to be given 


in this case, to the undersigned as counsel for the Respondent. 
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SOWELL & DuRANT, LLC 
 
 
s/Bess J. DuRant 


Bess J. DuRant (SC Bar No. 77920)  
1325 Park Street, Suite 100 
Columbia, South Carolina 29201 
803-722-1100 
bdurant@sowelldurant.com 
 
Attorneys for Respondent Charles Woods 


Columbia, South Carolina 
February 13, 2025 
 
OTHER COUNSEL OF RECORD OR PRO SE PARTIES: 
 
Kevin Smith 
10590 Castlebar Glen Dr. 
Jacksonville, FL 32256 
Pro Se Appellant 
 
Trenton Smith 
2011 Firetower Rd.  
Pineland, SC 29934 
Pro Se Appellant 
 
Cynara Love 
211 Bulls End 
Ridgeland, SC 29934 
Pro Se Appellant 
 
Wayne Smith 
1591 Firetower Rd. 
Pineland, SC 29934 
Pro Se Appellant 
 
Valeria Tuten 
166 Elbo Rd 
Early Branch, SC 29916 
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Valeria Tuten 
166 Elbo Rd 
Varnville, SC 29916 
Pro Se Appellant 
 
Harold Fred Kuhn, Jr. 
Kuhn Law Firm, LLC 
PO Drawer 507 
Beaufort, SC 29901 
Attorney for Defendant Paulino Juarez Hernandez  
 
Pam Woods 
3321 Cannon Street 
Columbia, South Carolina 29205 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Peggy Powers 
5638 Highway 705 
West Liberty, Kentucky 41472 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Anna Cope 
5638 Highway 705 
West Liberty, Kentucky 41472 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Adell Bishop Gray 
3256 Heritage Road 
Varnville, South Carolina 29944 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Candelaria Mayorga 
Post Office Box 2354 
Bluffton, South Carolina 29910 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
William D. Mixon, II  
Post Office Box 933  
Darien, Georgia 31305 
Pro Se Defendant 
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Charles Miller 
887 May River Road 
Bluffton, South Carolina 29910 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Betty Miller Revocable Trust 
887 May River Road 
Bluffton, South Carolina 29910 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Marion Ralph Smith 
14183 Grays Highway 
Early Branch, South Carolina 29916 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Betty Smith 
14183 Grays Highway 
Early Branch, South Carolina 29916 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Paulina Juarez Hernandez   
18 Vanessa Lane 
Hilton Head, South Carolina 29926 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Cesar Hernandez 
18 Vanessa Lane 
Hilton Head, South Carolina 29926 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Felipa Crus 
91 William Hilton Parkway 
Hilton Head, South Carolina 29926 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Alma Gomez 
91 William Hilton Parkway 
Hilton Head, South Carolina 29926 
Pro Se Defendant 
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Dionico Gomez Flores 
91 William Hilton Parkway 
Hilton Head, South Carolina 29926 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Eduardo Benitez 
70 Baywood Drive 
Bluffton, South Carolina 29910 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Saul Benitez Castaneda 
6 Olive Shell Court 
Hilton Head, South Carolina 29926 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Ramon Benitez Castaneda 
6 Olive Shell Court 
Hilton Head, South Carolina 29926 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
 








 
 


THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 


____________________ 


APPEAL FROM JASPER COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 


 
Curtis Coltrane, Special Referee 


___________________ 


Case No. 2021-CP-27-00504 
Appellate Case No. 2024-002209 


__________________ 
 


 
Charles Woods,……………………………………………………………………….Respondent 
 
v. 
 
 
Valeria Woods Tuten, Kathy R. Thomas, Robert Thomas, Jr., Robert  
Thomas, III, Katelyn Thomas, Ellison Thomas, Bryant Thomas, Rebecca  
Babilon, Pam Woods, Wanda W. Smith, Wayne Smith, Kevin Smith, Trent  
Smith, Cynara Smith Love, Peggy Powers, Anna Cope, Adell Bishop Gray,  
Candelaria Rosalia Mayorga, William David Mixon, II, Charles Miller, Betty  
Miller Revocable  Trust, Marion Ralph Smith, Betty Smith, Paulino Juarez  
Hernandez, Felipa Flores Crus, Alma Gomez, Dionicio Gomez Flores,  
Eduardo Valencia Benitez, Saul Benitez Castaeda, Ramon Benitez Castaneda,  
John Doe and Mary Roe, ,………………………………………………………………Defendants  
 
of whom Kevin Smith, Trent Smith, Cynara Smith Love, Wayne Smith, and  
Valeria Woods Tuten are……………………………………………………………….Appellants 
 


            
 


PROOF OF SERVICE 
           


 
I certify that on February 13, 2025, I have caused the service of the Notice of Appearance   


on the Other Counsel of Record and Pro Se Parties by depositing a copy of the same in the United 


States Mail, postage prepaid, to the addresses listed below: 
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Kevin Smith 
10590 Castlebar Glen Dr. 
Jacksonville, FL 32256 
Pro Se Appellant 
 
Trenton Smith 
2011 Firetower Rd.  
Pineland, SC 29934 
Pro Se Appellant 
 
Cynara Love 
211 Bulls End 
Ridgeland, SC 29934 
Pro Se Appellant 
 
Wayne Smith 
1591 Firetower Rd. 
Pineland, SC 29934 
Pro Se Appellant 
 
Valeria Tuten 
166 Elbo Rd 
Early Branch, SC 29916 
 
Valeria Tuten 
166 Elbo Rd 
Varnville, SC 29916 
Pro Se Appellant 
 
Harold Fred Kuhn, Jr. 
Kuhn Law Firm, LLC 
PO Drawer 507 
Beaufort, SC 29901 
Attorney for Defendant Paulino Juarez Hernandez  
 
Pam Woods 
3321 Cannon Street 
Columbia, South Carolina 29205 
Pro Se Defendant 
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Peggy Powers 
5638 Highway 705 
West Liberty, Kentucky 41472 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Anna Cope 
5638 Highway 705 
West Liberty, Kentucky 41472 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Adell Bishop Gray 
3256 Heritage Road 
Varnville, South Carolina 29944 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Candelaria Mayorga 
Post Office Box 2354 
Bluffton, South Carolina 29910 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
William D. Mixon, II  
Post Office Box 933  
Darien, Georgia 31305 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Charles Miller 
887 May River Road 
Bluffton, South Carolina 29910 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Betty Miller Revocable Trust 
887 May River Road 
Bluffton, South Carolina 29910 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Marion Ralph Smith 
14183 Grays Highway 
Early Branch, South Carolina 29916 
Pro Se Defendant 
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Betty Smith 
14183 Grays Highway 
Early Branch, South Carolina 29916 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Paulina Juarez Hernandez   
18 Vanessa Lane 
Hilton Head, South Carolina 29926 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Cesar Hernandez 
18 Vanessa Lane 
Hilton Head, South Carolina 29926 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Felipa Crus 
91 William Hilton Parkway 
Hilton Head, South Carolina 29926 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Alma Gomez 
91 William Hilton Parkway 
Hilton Head, South Carolina 29926 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Dionico Gomez Flores 
91 William Hilton Parkway 
Hilton Head, South Carolina 29926 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Eduardo Benitez 
70 Baywood Drive 
Bluffton, South Carolina 29910 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
Saul Benitez Castaneda 
6 Olive Shell Court 
Hilton Head, South Carolina 29926 
Pro Se Defendant 
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Ramon Benitez Castaneda 
6 Olive Shell Court 
Hilton Head, South Carolina 29926 
Pro Se Defendant 
 
 


SOWELL & DuRANT, LLC 
 
 
s/Bess J. DuRant 


Bess J. DuRant (SC Bar No. 77920)  
1325 Park Street, Suite 100 
Columbia, South Carolina 29201 
803-722-1100 
bdurant@sowelldurant.com 
 
Attorneys for Respondent Charles Woods 


Columbia, South Carolina 
February 13, 2025 






