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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals SC Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM SUMTER COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas

R.Ferrell Cothran, Jr., Circuit Court Judge

Case No. 2024-CP-43-000366

Randal K Freeman, Appellant,

David Bryan Trapp, Respondent.

MOTION FOR EMERGENCY INJUNCTION AND RESTRAINING ORDER

COMES NOW, the Appellant, Randal K. Freeman, Pro Se, and respectfully moves this
Honorable Court pursuant to Rules 225 and 241 of the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules
(SCACR) for an Emergency Injunction and Restraining Order against David Bryan Trapp, his
agents, representatives, contractors, or any third parties acting on his behalf. This request is
based on continued harassment, violations of the Temporary Restraining Order (TRO),

unauthorized attempted entry, and unlawful efforts to conduct inspections and appraisals without

proper court approval.




1. JURISDICTION AND PROCEDURAL HISTORY

. The South Carolina Court of Appeals has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to Rule
225, SCACR, as this appeal is currently pending under Case No. 2024-000283.

. The South Carolina Court of Appeals has the authority to issue injunctive relief when
necessary to protect its jurisdiction and prevent irreparable harm, as established in Ex
parte Greenville County, 185 S.C. 77, 193 S.E. 840 (1937) (holding that an appellate
court may issue orders necessary to preserve the status quo pending an appeal).

. The South Carolina Court of Appeals issued a stay of eviction on August 29, 2024, while
this appeal is pending (See August 29 Order).

. On August 29, 2024, the Court of Appeals denied Appellant’s initial Motion for an
Injunction, directing that relief should first be sought in Summary Court.

. The Sumter County Summary Court issued a Temporary Restraining Order (TRO) on
September 4, 2024, which remains in effect and prohibits Respondent Trapp and his legal
counsel from engaging in any further acts of harassment or unauthorized entry.

. Despite the TRO, Respondent Trapp and his legal counsel, Mr. Benjamin Cahill, have
repeatedly violated its terms, necessitating immediate appellate intervention.

. Under Rule 241(a), SCACR, this Court retains the authority to issue interim relief to

prevent irreparable harm while the appeal is pending.




2. EMERGENCY NATURE OF REQUEST & HEALTH IMPACT ON APPELLANT

1.

Appellate courts have the authority to issue emergency relief when immediate
intervention is necessary to protect an ongoing appeal from extrajudicial interference.

In State v. McLeod, 303 S.C. 420, 401 S.E.2d 160 (1991), the South Carolina Supreme
Court confirmed that interlocutory relief is appropriate where an ongoing matter is at risk
of being undermined by unauthorized actions.

The actions of Respondent Trapp and his legal counsel, Mr. Cahill, directly interfere with
this appellate case, warranting emergency relief from the South Carolina Court of
Appeals rather than waiting for lower courts to enforce prior orders.

An emergency injunction is appropriate when irreparable harm is likely to occur without
immediate court intervention. Hilton v. Braunskill, 481 U.S. 770 (1987), holds that a stay
or injunction pending appeal is warranted when the movant demonstrates a likelihood of

irreparable harm.

4. Irreparable harm exists in this case due to:

o The repeated violations of the existing TRO, showing that prior orders have not
deterred the Respondent.

o The ongoing unauthorized attempts to enter the premises and conduct
inspections without court approval.

o The intimidation tactics used against Appellant and his family, creating a clear

and present danger to their safety and rights.



o Appellant has a history of stroke and is currently undergoing medical treatment.
The undue stress and repeated harassment by Mr. Trapp and Mr. Cahill are
exacerbating his medical condition, creating physical and mental health
complications that pose a direct threat to his well-being.

o Respondent and his counsel’s continued harassment are also intended to impede
and delay Appellant’s ability to submit his reply brief, in direct violation of Rule
211(b), SCACR, which ensures parties have a reasonable opportunity to file briefs

without interference.

3. REQUESTED RELIEF

WHEREFORE, the Appellant respectfully requests that this Honorable Court GRANT this

Emergency Motion for Injunction and Restraining Order, providing the following relief:

1. Prohibiting Respondent, his agents, or representatives from entering 8 Warren Ct. without
express approval from this Court.

2. Barring any inspections, appraisals, or unauthorized photographs/video recordings.

3. Restraining Respondent from harassment, intimidation, or any direct or indirect
communication with Appellant.

4. Holding Respondent in contempt for violating prior restraining orders.




4. CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, Appellant respectfully requests that this Court GRANT this

Emergency Motion for Injunction and Restraining Order to prevent further harassment and

violations of court orders.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Randal K. Freeman

Randal K. Freeman, Pro Se

8 Warren Ct, Sumter, SC 29150
(224) 407-1660

randal.freeman88@gmail.com



RECEIV'EDT

Sep 04 2024
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE SUMMARY cookrGourt of Appeals
)
COUNTY OF SUMTER ) 20240R4310100110
) and
Randal K. Freeman, ) 2024CVv4310101594
Plaintiff, ) RECEIVED
) N
Vs. ) Order SUMMARY COURT
) 190 € CANAL ST,
David Bryan Trapp, ) SUMTER COUNTY
Defocidant. 1 SOUTH CAROLINA
ONTE 43
BY ORDER OF THE COURT UPON ITS OWN MOTION: L TME£421 0 0m |

This court consolidates the above-referenced cases into one order as the Restraining
Order sought by Plaintiff culminates as a direct extension of the Rule to Vacate filed by
Defendant which currently is before the South Carolina Court of Appeals (Case 2024-000283).

Plaintiff filed a Motion for Restraining Order with this court on August 19, 2024 which
was served on Defendant on August 22, 2024, Defendant’s counsel sought a continuance due to
a schedule conflict by letter dated August 26, which was opposed by Plaintiff via motion on
September 3. Defendant has filed a non-compulsory Answer and Counterclaim on this date
requesting this court to restrain Plaintiff from Defendant.

This court has concerns as to whether the matter can be heard by the Summary Court as
the allegations arise from a dispute over property rights retained by the Defendant while the
eviction is on appeal. However, for judicial expediency, this court issues this temporary order
restraining both parties from any contact with each other. Any violation of this temporary order
will be resolved through a Rule-to-Show-Cause hearing.

This order expires upon the ruling of the South Carolina Court of Appeals on the above-

referenced matter.

AND IT IS SO ORDERED: E
&D{: - L{J , 2024 W. Mattison Gamble/Chid{ Magistrate
Sumter, SC : Sumter County Sunfmary Co
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Randal k. Freem
Plaintify,

VN,

§ one ] j 1“'
INTHE MAGISTRATES COURT OF SUMTER COUN

an,

David Bryan Trapp.
Defendan.

Civil Case Number;

COMPLAINT AND MOTION FOR EMERGENCY TEMPORARY RESTRAINING

ORDER AND PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

(Harassment)

Plaintifs Allcgations:

1.

19

':”

Jurisdiction and Venue .
I. Randal K. Freeman. reside in Sumter C ounty. South Carolina. The Delendant. David
Bryan Trapp. resides at 208 Adams Ave. Sumter. SC 29150. which is also within Sumter
County.
Nature of Complaint
The Defendant’s conduct constitutes harassment as delined under South Carolina law.
specifically Harassment, First Degree. pursuant 10 §16-3-1700( A).
Specific Incidents of Harassment
The Defendant has engaged in a pattern of harassment against me and my family on the
following dates and times, supported by evidence including police reports. videos. and
photographs:
07/08/2024, 10:12 AM: Defendant drove by 8 Warren Cy. Sumter. SC 29130,
1aking pictures and harassing my children. This incident is documented by Sumter
Police Department report #SPD24004309. i
07/09/2024, 08:45 AM: Dcfendant repeated similar actions, {urther intimidatine
my family. This is also documented by Sumier Police Department reporn Ny
#SPD24004309.
07/10/2024, 10:48 AM: Continued harassment oceurred with the Defendan;
driving by and 1aking pictures. Supported by Sumter Police Department re n
#SPD24004309, po
07/11/2024, 2:46 PM: The harassment persisted with the Detendant a
by and 1aking pictures. This is [urther supported by Sumter Police
report #SPD24004309.
08/12/2024: The Defendant’s actions warranted a violation unde
1700(A) for First Degree Harassment. This incident is documeny

gain driving
Depanment

rSC Law §16-3-
ed by Sumter




Police Department report #SP1)24004982 and supported by video and
Photographic evidence.
(!81 181_2024: The Defendant entered the property
'_';‘ A sign. violating SC Residential Landlord and Tenant
3. Legal \.\.\()(c) and (d). This is documented by a police report.
- Authority )
© Section 27-40-530(c) of the South Carolina Residential Landlord and Tenant Act
prohibits a landlord from abusing the right of access or using it 10 harass the N
lenant. requiring at least twenty-four hours' notice of intent to enter and cntry only
at reasonable times.
o Section 27-40-530(d) limils a landlord's right of access except pursuant to o
3 order or as permitied by Sections 27-40-720 and 27-40-730.
3. Irreparable Harm
The Defendant's actions have caused and will continue to cause irreparable harm.
including emotional distress and a violation of our right to quiet enjoyment of the
propenty.
6. Balance of Equitics
The balance of equities favors the issuance of both a temporary resiraining order and a
preliminary injunction. The harm to me and my family from the Defendant’s continued
harassment outweighs any potential harm to the Defendant from the imposition of these
orders.
7. Public Interest
Granting these motions serves the public interest by enforcing the provisions of the South
Carolina Residential Landlord and Tenant Act and protecting tenants from harassment.

at 8 Warren Ct without notice 10
Act. Sections 27-40-

WHEREFORE. I. Randal K. Freeman. respectiully request that this Court:

1. Issue an Emergency Temporary Restraining Order and Preliminary
Injunction enjoining the Defendant, David Bryan Trapp, from:
o Entering or attempting to enter the PlaintifT’s residence at 8 Warren CL Sumier.
SC 29150. or the PlaintilT's or his family's places of employment and education.
including Sumter High School and Alice Drive Middle School.
Engaging in any further acts of harassment against me and my family. in violation
of Section 27-40-530(d) and related provisions. .
Communicating or altempling to communicate with me or my family in any
manner that would violate Article 17, Chapter 16 of the 1976 South Carolina
Code of l.aws, as amended.
2. That the attached police reports dated 07/11/2024, 08/12/2024, and 08/} 8/2024
along with the Facebook post, be admitted as supporting evidence for this .

motion.

8]

Respectfully submitted,

Randal K. Frecman
Plaintifl. Pro Se
8 Warren Ct
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Sumier, ¢ 29150
(224) 4074y 660

Date:

SWORN to and Subscribed before me
This __ day ol .20 .

Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission eXpires:

~ -

—
——

e

7 Signature of Plaintiff or Pcrson Filing on Behalf of Plaintiff
L—"7F

i PARTY IN THIS ACTION IS ASSESSED A FILING

THE NON-PREVAILING PARTY IN THIS ACTION IS ASSESSED A FILIN

NOTICE: THE NQRI::RJSIL}}.ARS (855.00). THE COURT MAY HOLD A PERSON IN
o ()‘l.\::frl(rl_'l'(‘()l-’R'l' FOR FAILURE TO PAY THIS FILING FEE. §16-03-170(D).
CONTE! Cou

'E THE RIGHT TO EMPLOY COUNSEL TO
‘OTICE TO DEFENDANT: YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO
NOTICE TO DEFENDA REPRESENT YOLU.
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Camemarmant 12 Besane £ I
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! VAEPROVED DRAFT
Status ;\élnvu e
:e_Nﬂ Type Pair!
rimary Officer Thomas Yeager
Investigator John Luaker
Records Technician
Reported Al 081224 1211
Ine!denlbale 0812241211 - 08/12/24 1211
lnctde_nt Code S§27 STALKING
Location 8 WARREN CT. SUMTER. SC 29150
Zone Ciy Reqion 01
Beal SPD 06
ICount None
Ereferral Counly None
Disposition Aclive
Disposition Date Time 081224 1227
Review for Gang Activity None
Status Indicator Admunistratrve
Filler
Status Change Date E 1224 -
Offender
TRAPP. DAVID BRYAN 16-3-1700(A) - 1ST DEGREE HARASSMENT
14zle DOB 121066
208 ADAMS AVE
SUMTER SC 29150
{803 464-3992
Suspect
TRAPP, DAVID BRYAN 16-3-1700(A) - 1ST DEGREE HARASSMENT
Male DOB 12/10'66
208 ADAMS AVE
SUMTER SC 29150
(803) 464-3992 '
Victim
FREEMAN, RANDAL KLINT 16-3-1700(A - 1S EN
Malc DOB 1122 88 { T DEGREE HARASSMENT
8 Warren Ct
Sumter. SC 24150
(224) 407-1660
Case SPD24004952 Page 10i 2

L_________——~_—



Primary Narrative By Thomas Yeager

in relerence loacwvil

Law enlo )
w rcement responded lo 8 Warren C. localed i the jurisdiction of {he Cily of Sumié i)

disturbance Upon arrival, oflicers activaled their BWC and made conlacl with Randal Freeman (
his children Freeman

nd recording him and 24004309
case number )
day since (reference S ives a while 2020 Jeep

ised that Trap
S eunly camera loolage of the incidenls

Freeman advised David Trapp (Suspect) keeps dnving by the house a
advised Trapp slarted to drive by his house on 78 2024 and has every
Trapp drove by Freeman's house two dillerent imes since (lien. Freema
qudlalor (SC tag ¢416KQ. which s regsstered lo Trapp). Freeman provided sec
which show him dnving byon8624 at1310 hes and 812724 al 11 13 hs.

Case SPD24004982
Page 2 of 2

~ e a———— _




o
Cety of Surmter Pt (—Crr)rl!r""’
Pl ‘WY 490 ) 7T ',::—;;{,
101 ek od s s
L Pnnted an Aungot! é
Status - - -
Approved
::;PON TVP? Patrol
Primary Officer Thomas Yeager
Investigator None -
Records Technician
'REPOI‘M Al 0818 24 14 38
ncident Date 0818 24 14 38 - 08/18/24 14:38
Incident Code S27 STALKING
Location 8 WARREN CT. SUMTER. SC 29150
|Zone City Region 01
'Beat SPD 06
Court None
Erefeqral County None
'Disposilion Aclive
Disposition Date/Time 0818724 14 54
Review for Gang Activity None
Status Indicator Adrnunistrative
Filler
Status Change Date 818724 -
Olfender
TRAPP, DAVID BRYAN o Cn A cnpen e
Mate DOB 12:10 66 16-3-1700(A) - 1ST DEGREE HARASSMENT
208 ADAIS AVE
SUMTER. SC 29150
1803} 464-3992
Victim
FREEMAN, RANDAL KLINT 5 _
Male. DOB 11/22 88 16:3-1700(A, - 1ST DEGREE HARASSMENT
8 Warten Ct

Sumter, SC 29150
i224) 407-1660 '

Primary Narrative By Thomas Yeager
8 Warren Ct

Law enforcement responded to 8 Warren Ct. localed in the junsdiction of the City of Sumter, SC 1n relerence o a civil
distutbance Upon arnval, officers activated thew BWC and made contact with Randal Fraeman (V.cum 2ncete aciv

Freeman advised Dawid Trapp (Suspecl) keeps dnving by the house and recording him and nig children, Freeman

acvised Trapp staned (o dive by his house on 7/8'2024 and has everyday since (reterence casa numper bl

Case SPD24005118 ——

.
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Casel _Z‘!0,0 b/.”L
Assigned to ,_ﬁtd‘i.fL;ﬁkU' .

N Lafayette Drive
A copy of yout Incldent report will be provide ta you frec of charge and I avallable at the Sumtes Polics pepartment, 335 N Lalay
Sumter, SC 29150 during normal business hours.

As a crime victim /witness you have the right lor

Br Urcated with [aimcess. respect. and dignlty, and 1o be free from intimidation, harassment. of abuse throughout the criminal and juvenilc
justice process, and informed of the constitutional rights provided by statute.

»  Bereasonably informed when the accused or convicied person Is amrested, released from custody, or has escaped _
Be informed of and present at any cminal proceedings which are dispositive of the charges where the defendant has the right to be present.
Be reasonably Informed of and be allowed to submit either a written or oral statement at all hearlngs affecting bond or Jail;

+  Beheard at any procecding Involving a post-amest declslon, a plea or sentencing:

Bc reasonably protected from the accused or persons acting on his behalf throughout the criminal justice process

«  Havercasonable access after the conclusion of the criminal lnvestigation to all documents refating to the crime before trial.

«  Receive prompt and full restitution from the person or persons convicted of the criminal conduct that caused the loss or Injury including bath
adults and juveniie offenders;

Be Informed of any proceeding when any post-conviction action Is being considered, and be present at any post-conviction hearing invohing a
post-conviction release decislon:

A reasonable disposition and prompt and final conclusion of the case.
Your responsibilities as a crime victim/witness

«  Provide your legal name. current malling address and telephone numbers and provide the Sumter Police Department with any changes.
« For restitution consideration, you must provide full detalls of the financlal Impact of the crime agalnst you in a timely mannar

o 1fyonwantto be present for any plea, trial or sentencing, you must notify the prosecuting agency or summary court.

o If you wish to make an oral orwritten statement, you must notify the solicitor’s office or the Court in a timely manner.

The process of prosecution by the State: v, <cvan.com search; Survival Guide

VICTIM/ WITNESSES WHO FEEL THEY ARE BEING THREATENED, HARASSED, OR INTIMIDATED SHOULD NOTIFY THE SUMTER POLICE DEPARTMENT
IMMEDIATELY

Victim Assistance Services: ‘Assistance with criminal Justice needs such as filing reports; *obtalning warrants and

applying for orders of protoction, eic.; *Transportation to court proceedings when needed; "Assistance in obtaining help
from other community resourcos; *Crisis intervention “Reforrals to ling; *Crodit

Intervention

Emergency 911 24 hr. Non-emergency 436-2700 Sumter Police Dept. Victim Advocates..

CommiUny BERORE oo & i) 4362191 f‘:"\:':tmeyj—— iiii;i?
L],:‘,:n T;:;:,;::mv‘(s : m:;an Serdces)—-—803-771-7273 :\"F‘:dn;:llh?su:\iiulence Holline 24hrs — —775-2733
Dept. of Mental HBalth ———— —-—=——=-———=—715-9364 i “"’6’ e -775-0157
Dept. of Soclal Sences ———— ==~~~ -~————713-5631 g h;"";’ tention Center— —__ 4352340
Governor's OHlce: Crime Victim's Ombudsman -———888-238-0697 aglstrate/ Summary Count - -436-2260
State OMice of Victim Assistance 803-734-1900 or 1-800-220-5370 Sum]m e 7782368
$C Victim Assistance Network — 803-750-1200 o1 1-888-TLC-1900 FamlyCouRl— 0o oo 4352365
Tte Depaniment of Cnme Vi Compensation helps cnme victms with medical bi'ls, tuneral ead2 ses, counsel 1g ang work cse .+ 2ae
compentanion lur propeity 1055 © pamn and suflenng Contact the Sumtes Police Department Vichim Assistance Offize tor 3 ) .‘.; ) -
assislance funds Ths information is an overaiew of your nghts and responsibiliies 35 2 COMe victm/witness U
formatan you may Contact the Sumtel pohice Departinent Viclim Assstance Program Office

tanbe e hod through the Sumier police Department nAN-@METgENcy number B03-435 2
4 ) aLhel FOUEN The 2

« T
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ity of Sumter Palice D'Ph::m'
A,"::::: :':-.';M 'M
5 n,;:;:‘:';?’ ATADE ALY AT
AT SOD A P4 LA EICUDT TALE
> LI , August 28. 2024
Case SPD240051 a8 Priniod o8 =2
= ]
| Status Approved
; ::pon Type Palrol
| Primary Officer Russell Pentz
Investigator John Litaker
Records Technician
reponedm At 08/21/24 14:16 l
ln:i d nt gate 08/21/24 13:32 - 08/21/24 13:32
l:\ e.nl ode 1078 . NEED ASSISTANCE |
lZOCﬂIOl\ 8 WARREN CT. SUMTER, SC 29150 )
one City Region 01
| Beat SPD 06
; Court None !
Ereferral County  None !
Disposition Administrative Closure
Disposition Date/Time 08/27/24 09:46

| Review for Gang Activity None |

I Status Indicator Administrative
Filler
lialus Change Date 8:21/24

Complainant

FREE"M*“D" ol "Bu,'z‘;:au s SPD-LT-001 - LT Report - All Others

8 Warren Ct
Sumter, SC 29150
(224) 407-1660 Cell

Primary Narrative By Russell Pentz

On 08/21/2024, Freeman came to the Sumter PD to file an incident repont. Freeman stated that on
08/21/2024, Trapp drove by 8 Warren Ct., located in the City of Sumter, SC. and placed a for sale sign
in the yard. ‘ ,

Freeman has made numerous reports (stalking) of Trapp driving by 8 Warren Ct. but has failed to
mention to law enforcement that Trapp owns the property and is in the process of selling the house.
According to the Sumter County Register of Deeds, 8 Warren Ct is owned by Trapp.

Supplemental Narrative By Mary Ann House
ADDTL 1014

On 8/21/2024 at approximately 2019 hrs, Ld Cpl House made conlact with Fr
Trapp (suspect) on the property at 8 Warren Court in the Junisdiction of the Cj
advised Trapp was served a nolice of a resiraining order hearing today, Fre

eeman (complainant) via telephone about
ty of Sumter around 1755 hrs. Freeman
eman advised Trapp is coming and moving
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the sign 10 the | d
o cach ina, TP Freeman adviscd he spoke o the magitrale cours 21

! Trapp on ] ed video footage. BW
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Irative By John Litaker

. fthe
sign in front o
On Wednesday Augusi 21, 202, the placed aTor s37 BB as e
residence al 8 Warren Goun o mg,:f:‘;?” 'd"'l ’;‘:3:: ffg'wlitu N e provided a pmm:;";,‘,’,'mat appears 10
Do ciy oo il Was placed in ront o he hause boweon the sidewalk and the S o boan moved.
omaPP Said that when he checked back later I the aflernoon, the sign ich largely obstrucis the

mm““w"' 10 & position behind the maikbox post, which is a square w"m:inwgh incidents that Freeman
iy b This report is one of numerous reports made by Freeman fépo mmons for ihe

ed wilh 8 sumr
hearing. This complaint ig ann has appfied for a restraining order, and Trapp has been sefV | substantiated. Photos

Case SPD24005198 Page 20! 2




The South Carolina Court of Appeals

Randal K. Freeman, Appellant,
\A
David Bryan Trapp, Respondent.

Appellate Case No. 2024-000283

ORDER

After careful consideration and review of the undertaking and appeal bond issued
by the circuit court on August 29, 2024, we grant Appellant's motion for a stay of
the eviction while this appeal is pending. Appellant must comply with the terms of
the bond, namely the payment of $1600 in rent to the Sumter County Summary
Court, on the 10™ of each month, beginning September 10, 2024. Failure to
comply with the terms of the bond will result in the lifting of the stay.

We deny Appellant's motion for "injunction and restraining order" and "claim for
damages" because Appellant must first seek such relief in the circuit court or
magistrate's court. We deny Appellant's request for a further extension to serve
and file his initial brief, Appellant's brief shall be served and filed within thirty

days or this appeal will be &SMW W
7 FOR THE COURT

Columbia, South Carolina FILED

Aug 29 202
—

cc:
Randal K. Freeman
Christopher Ryan Jay, Esquire



James Benjamin Cahill, Esquire
B. Keith Griffin, Esquire

The Honorable Kristi F. Curtis
The Honorable Bryan K. Griffin
The Honorable James C. Campbell




THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM SUMTER COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas

R.Ferrell Cothran, Jr., Circuit Court Judge

Case No. 2024-CP-43-000366

Randal K Freeman, Appellant,

V.
David Bryan Trapp, Respondent.
PROOF OF SERVICE

-

Feb 182025
SC Court of Appeals

I certify that I have served the a copy of the MOTION FOR EMERGENCY

February 18%, 2025 /s/Randal K Freeman

Randal K Freeman
8 Warren Ct
Sumter SC 29150
(224) 407-1660

INJUNCTION AND RESTRAINING ORDER on David Bryan Trapp by depositing a copy of
it in the United States Mail, postage prepaid, on February 18", 2025, addressed to his attorney
of record, J.Benjamin Cahill, Curtis & Croft, LLC 325 West Calhoun Street, Sumter SC 29150.
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