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(No exhibits.)  
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P R O C E E D I N G S

(Whereupon, the following proceedings commenced as follows:)

THE CLERK:  Sir, raise your right hand.  

CASEY FICKLING,

after having been duly sworn, was examined and testified 

to as follows: 

THE CLERK:  Please state your full name for the record.  

THE DEFENDANT:  Casey William Fickling.  

THE COURT:  You're Mr. Fickling?  

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT:  I have got several sentencing sheets in front 

of me on you, sir.  Let's go over each one of them.  One of 

them is domestic violence of a high and aggravated nature, 

which carries up to 20 years in the state penitentiary.  The 

next one is unlawful conduct towards a child, which carries up 

to ten years.  And, finally, we have resisting arrest with a 

deadly weapon, which carries a minimum of two, maximum of ten 

years.  You're facing a total of 40 years today as a result of 

the guilty plea.  Do you understand that?  

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT:  I also have in front of me what's been handed 

to me as a probation violation report.  Apparently, you were 

on probation from Judge Young, suspended YOA.  Is that 

correct?  

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, ma'am. 
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THE COURT:  Do you agree that, by being here today, you 

violated the terms of that probation?  Talk to your attorney 

for a minute.  

MS. LITTLEJOHN:  He hasn't been served with any 

sentencing -- 

THE COURT:  Okay.  

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  We can step this down. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  Thank you. 

(Pause in the proceedings until the case was recalled as 

follows:)  

THE COURT:  Casey Fickling, we're back.  

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT:  Defense ready to go forward at this point?  

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT:  No, no, I'm sorry.  Ms. Littlejohn, are you 

ready to go forward?  

MS. LITTLEJOHN:  Yes, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right, Mr. Fickling.  As you stated 

earlier, you're here on three charges:  Resisting arrest with 

a deadly weapon, which carries two to ten years; unlawful 

conduct towards a child, which carries up to ten years; and 

domestic violence of a high and aggravated nature, which 

carries up to 20 years.

Do you understand all the charges and the possible 

sentences that they carry?  

4
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THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: You're represented today by Ms. Littlejohn;

is that correct?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Have you had time to discuss this plea with

her?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Do you need any more time with her?

THE DEFENDANT: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: When you plead guilty, you give up several

rights; that includes the right to a jury trial, right to

confront the witnesses against you, and your right to remain

silent.  Do you wish to give up all those rights and plead

guilty today?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: How far did you go in school?

THE DEFENDANT:  Finished -- finished grade?  Probably 8th

grade.

THE COURT: Okay.

THE DEFENDANT:  8th grade, yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: All right.  Ms. Littlejohn, do you believe he

understands what he's doing?

MS. LITTLEJOHN:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Do you agree with his decision to plea?

MS. LITTLEJOHN:  I do, Your Honor.

5
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THE COURT:  Mr. Fickling, other than the negotiation, 

which is a cap of 15 years, has anyone promised you anything 

or threatened you in any way to get you to plead guilty today?  

THE DEFENDANT:  No, ma'am. 

THE COURT:  Do you -- well, do you understand, with a 

negotiated sentence, while this one does leave me some room, I 

can either accept it or reject it, but I can't change it past 

that cap of 15.  Do you understand that?  

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  All right.  I want you to listen 

carefully to the State.  But before we get to that, actually, 

now I have been handed this probation report, which is what 

stopped us earlier, indicating that, by virtue of you pleading 

guilty today, you're violating the terms of the previous 

probation that Judge Young had put you on.  Do you understand 

that?  

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT:  Do you agree that this is a willful violation 

of that probation?  

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT:  All right.  I do find a willful violation has 

occurred.

I'm happy to hear from Ms. Williams on the facts of the 

underlying charges here.  

MS. WILLIAMS:  And, Your Honor, just for clarification, 
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Ms. Littlejohn knows that, from the beginning, we are asking 

for 15 years.  We are asking for the maximum of 10 years each 

on the resisting arrest with a deadly weapon and the unlawful 

conduct towards a child, and 15 years on the domestic violence 

of a high and aggravated nature.  And, also, I don't think 

there's any objection to a permanent restraining order in this 

case against the victim of the domestic violence charge, which 

is .

Your Honor, these events occurred -- and also, Your 

Honor, at the appropriate time,  is here to 

address Your Honor on sentencing.  Also, Officer Edward 

Pumphrey or Deputy Edward Pumphrey, who was the victim of the 

resisting.  

THE COURT:  Okay.  

MS. WILLIAMS:  Your Honor, these events occurred November 

1st, 2017.  Officers responded to  in 

Summerville, South Carolina, in reference to an assault.  They 

made contact with Victim No. 1, who was , in the 

front yard.  She had visible injuries.  Cuts, bruises.  She 

had blood all over her face.  She had red marks all over her 

throat that looked like she had been strangled.  She was 

holding Victim No. 2, who was a six-month-old daughter of her 

and the defendant.  She detailed repeatedly being punched in 

the face by the defendant while she held the baby.  He became 

angry with her while she was holding the baby.  He then 

Victim - S.B.

Victim - S.B.

Victim - S.B.
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grabbed the baby, put the baby on the floor, and proceeded to 

choke , restricting her airway to where she passed 

out.

 began to scream for her mother, who was in 

the next room, but was unable at first to get her attention.  

The baby began to cry, so the defendant grabbed the baby, 

covered her mouth with his hand to silence her.  The baby just 

became more hysterical.

's mother --  mother finally came 

out of the room and saw her daughter hysterical and covered in 

blood.  He also assaulted her, but she didn't want to go 

forward with charges.  When I say "her," I mean 's 

mother.

The defendant again began to pick up the child and try to 

silence her but eventually gave the child back.  Once he gave 

the child back, he pushed  into the wall while she 

was holding the baby.

The defendant next went to his grandfather's house at 

, where law enforcement encountered her -- 

encountered him.  He was told repeatedly to take his hands out 

of his pockets.  He refused.  He was tazed several times, with 

no effect.  He assaulted two officers, and toward the end of 

that altercation, he had both hands on Officer Pumphrey's 

weapon, had control of his service weapon, and it wasn't until 

another officer had his gun to the defendant's head that he 

Victim - S.B.

Victim - S.B.

Victim - S.B.Victim - S.B.

Victim - S.B.

Victim - S.B.

8



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

9

finally dropped the weapon.  It came very close to him being 

shot and to one of the officers possibly being shot.

The defendant was, obviously, eventually apprehended.

He has two counts of financial transaction card fraud on 

his record and use of a vehicle without permission, a petite 

larceny, which is the subject of the YOA, an assault and 

battery third.  We show a conviction for burglary on his 

record, burglary second, but he disputes that.  I don't know 

if that's a conviction.  I know that probation doesn't show it 

either, so we give him the benefit of the doubt that he wasn't 

convicted of that charge.

I am told that he wasn't telling probation regularly 

about different address changes.  He had one dirty drug test 

back in 2016.  We would, again, ask, based on the fact that 

these are the most dangerous cases for officers to respond to, 

that this case was exactly why these are the most dangerous 

cases, and that this came so close to an officer losing his 

life that the Court consider that and give him the maximum.

He is already reaping a benefit from his plea.  We are 

dismissing an assault and battery of a high and aggravated 

nature.  We are dismissing another charge of assault on an 

officer while resisting arrest.  And given the facts of this 

case and the fact that he was already on YOA probation, we 

would ask the Court to impose a 15-year sentence, 15 years on 

the domestic violence of a high and aggravated nature and 10 

9
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each on the other two charges.

And as I said, Your Honor, at the appropriate time, the 

victims would like to address Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  I'm happy to hear from them at this time. 

MS. WILLIAMS:  Would you like them to stand?  

THE COURT:  Whatever they're most comfortable is fine. 

MS. WILLIAMS:  The first is .  

.  

  Okay.  My name is .  

B .  So the physical and mental abuse I sustained 

from Mr. Fickling over the two years we were together still 

haunts me to this day.  I have constant nightmares of the 

things he has done to me and nightmares of him in my house, 

coming to hurt me again.  I have hearing loss in my right ear 

from him constantly hitting me in my head.  I have been 

mentally, physically, and sexually abused by Mr. Fickling more 

times than I can count, but I still remember every single 

fight, every sleepless night and bruise, and that's something 

I'll always remember.

I couldn't tell anyone because of the fear I had and 

still have of him until my daughter was hurt by him.  Our 

daughter we have in common was only six months old when he 

choked her, leaving a bruise on her neck and collarbone and 

placing his entire hand over her face, trying to suffocate 

her.

Victim - S.B.
Victim - S.B.

Victim - S.B.
Victim - S.B.
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That night, I felt like I failed as a mother, not being 

able to protect her.  My daughter is 15 months old and she 

still has nightmares of that night where she wakes up 

screaming, crying, and throwing her hands around because of 

what he did to her.

To this day, she still cries and screams when she hears 

loud noises, and she's never been like that until this 

happened.  I hope and pray he gets 15 years for what he has 

done to not only me and my daughter but what he has put both 

of our families through.  I would greatly appreciate a lot of 

time order of protection for my and me daughter to help keep 

us safe.  Thank you for your time.  

THE COURT:  Thank you.

Yes, sir.  Tell me your name.  

DEP. PUMPHREY:  Edward Pumphrey, deputy with the Berkley 

County Sheriff's Office.  I was one of four deputies that 

responded to arrest Mr. Fickling at that address.  Upon 

immediately confronting the subject, he became aggressive 

towards us and defiant.  Within seconds, we began fighting 

with him.

During the fight, we ended up falling through a door 

jamb, where we became wedged.  While on the ground, the 

subject continued to fight.  It was a brawl, if you will.  

During the brawl, he ended up with both of his hands on my 

service weapon, and he compromised the first level of safety 

11
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on my holster.  And only by chance did he not compromise the 

second level and was able to draw my firearm.

It's only a luck of the draw that my family or the family 

of the three other deputies that were there with me are not 

here instead of me being here by myself.  The threat that he 

caused that day was very real, both to himself, coming 

millimeters away from ending his own life or ending one of 

ours.  Thank you.  

THE COURT:  Well said.  Thank you for being here.

Anybody else wish to speak on behalf of the State?  

MS. WILLIAMS:  Nothing further, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  We'll switch it over to 

Ms. lejohn.  Well, I mean, talk to your client first.

Mr. Fickling, you heard the facts about the arrest on 

these charges.  Are they accurate?  

(The defendant confers with counsel.)  

THE COURT:  Are the facts substantially true that you 

heard from the State regarding the -- what led up to your 

arrest on these charges?  

(The defendant confers with counsel.)  

THE DEFENDANT:  I disagree with the sexual assault and 

(inaudible).  And for the fire weapon, for the police 

officer -- 

MS. LITTLEJOHN:  We did that.  

THE DEFENDANT:  Okay.  Okay.  No, ma'am, I disagree.  I 

12
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disagree with all the State's (inaudible).

(The defendant confers with counsel.)  

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, ma'am, I agree with the State's 

facts for the charges that I have against me.  

THE COURT:  Ms. Littlejohn, does he understand what he's 

agreeing to?  

MS. LITTLEJOHN:  Yes, Your Honor.  He was referencing 

what  was saying that was not specific to what the 

charges were.  

THE COURT:  I understand.  I'm just talking about what 

Ms. Williams said, what the Solicitor said.  Mr. Fickling, do 

you agree with what she said with respect to the facts that 

gave rise to your arrest?  

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  All right.  I find that -- 

THE DEFENDANT:  I do -- 

THE COURT:  Go ahead. 

THE DEFENDANT:  I'm sorry.  I won't... 

(The defendant confers with counsel.)  

THE DEFENDANT:  Okay.  Yes, ma'am.  

THE COURT:  Are we ready to proceed?  

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, ma'am.  I apologize. 

THE COURT:  That's all right.  This is a big day for you.  

This is an important day.  I want to make sure you understand 

what's going on.  If you need time to talk to your attorney, 

Victim - S.B.
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I'm going to give you that opportunity.  Okay?  

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT:  Once again, Ms. Littlejohn, is he aware of 

what's happening today, and do you believe -- do you agree 

with his decision to plead guilty?  

MS. LITTLEJOHN:  I do, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Do you believe he understands what's going 

on?  

MS. LITTLEJOHN:  I do, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Fickling, I'll accept your 

plea.  I find you're entering into it voluntarily and with the 

benefit of counsel with whom you have indicated and you have 

had time to discuss this with, and I have even given you 

several opportunities during this plea to further discuss this 

to make sure you do understand what's going on.

Ms. Littlejohn, I'm happy to hear from you at this time. 

MS. LITTLEJOHN:  Your Honor, Casey is 22 years of age, 

and Your Honor, you have had some interactions with him here.  

He almost has that innocence about him, which you take that 

and you compare it to what you hear, and the two don't mesh.  

And what I see and hear, I have never seen from him.  And I 

have come -- because he's been incarcerated for so long -- 282 

days -- he and I have gotten to know each other better than 

most, and I was talking with him about, you know, what led up 

to so much of this.  And he started using meth seven years ago 

14
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at age 16.  He said he didn't like his mother's rules so he 

left home and he went to Winwood subdivision, and apparently, 

there is heavy use of drugs there, from what I have been told 

from other people as well.

And as it goes, most people -- a friend, who is really 

not a friend, and he says that since he's been incarcerated 

during this time, he and his mother have started making amends 

on things.

He also has a history for suicidal depression and 

bipolar.  Well, after a while, we started talking some more, 

and I finally got him to come to me about what the depression 

was about.  And it's about how he's burned so many bridges 

with what he's done, and he doesn't want to be the person that 

he's been, but he is the person that he's been but he wants to 

overcome that.

I get it.  It's kind of like having a bad habit.  You 

don't want to have it anymore.

Your Honor, I understand the State's asking for 15, and 

Casey understands that.  He knows he's facing a lot of time 

with it regardless because he knows it's also a strike, and we 

have talked about that.  But what I want to do is ask the 

Court to fashion something where, when he walks out, it's not 

a matter of, well, he's just out and who knows where he is.  

I'm asking the Court to give him eight years suspended on the 

service of six -- now, remember, he's going to have serious 

15
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charges and a strike in here -- followed by two to three years 

of probation.  And in that probation, I want substance abuse 

counseling.  Oh, and ATU while he's in there, but, you know, 

who knows how that goes.  Substance abuse counseling on the 

outside and anger management on the outside.  To my knowledge, 

they don't have that class on the inside.

And whether that anger management goes with mental health 

or not, I'd like a referral to mental health.  I don't think 

the answer for Casey is to open the doors in Columbia and 

there he goes, with no supervision whatsoever.

I think it helps him, and by helping him and being 

monitored, it helps the victim to know that he's being 

monitored.  Otherwise, we're just opening the door to let him 

out, and the victim doesn't know where he is.  Nobody has a 

clue then.

I would just like to have that supervision -- I like 

these split sentences.  I like that supervision on them 

afterwards.  And I'm not asking the Court to do something like 

three years.  I told him that's not going to happen.  What he 

did just doesn't cut that kind of muster.  

THE COURT:  Mr. Fickling, now is the time.  Do you 

understand this is a -- this domestic violence of high and 

aggravated nature is a violent and serious offense?  Your 

attorney touched on the fact that it's a strike but it's also 

a violent offense, which is going to affect the percentage of 

16
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time you spend incarcerated.  Do you understand that?  

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  What would you like to tell me at this 

time?  Now is the time.  Tell me what you want to tell me.  

THE DEFENDANT:  I'd like to apologize to the State and 

the victims about charges I committed.  I know that -- that 

I'll probably go to prison next week.  I probably have a big 

idea in my head.  I don't -- I don't want to go to prison and 

come out something worse than I am now.  I have sat in jail 

for about nine months.  I'm -- I'm either -- I don't want to 

say I'm scared, but I'm scared to go up there.  I have never 

been to a Level 3, which I know I'll go to.  And things that 

you'd be seeing on the news, I have -- I have regretted what I 

have done, and I know that I have done wrong, and I know that 

I do drugs and I have used drugs, and I want to get some help.  

I said even if I come home from prison, that I -- I want to 

get some help, that I want to be watched.  I want to be on 

probation, that I don't want to just come out of prison and 

just free roam.  I do want to have some probation, to have 

some watch and some scare -- something beating me in my life 

so I can put on a better path in my life so I can be -- change 

my life for the better and for my daughter, for my parents and 

everybody I have disappointed.  

THE COURT:  All right.  

THE DEFENDANT:  That's about it, Your Honor.  Thank you 
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for letting me speak. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  Anything else from you, 

Ms. Littlejohn?  

MS. LITTLEJOHN:  Nothing, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Anything else from the State?  

MS. WILLIAMS:  No. 

THE COURT:  All right.  We have this probation matter to 

attend to, Mr. Fickling.  Do you understand this probation 

violation may trigger a sentence separate and apart from this 

negotiated sentence on these three charges?  Do you understand 

that?  

MS. LITTLEJOHN:  Your Honor, I'll just ask that probation 

be terminated.  

THE COURT:  Okay.  What would you like to tell me about 

the violation report?  

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Your Honor, I think you heard most 

of the details of now what's in the violation report.  This 

matter has been taken to an administrative hearing and 

probable cause for violation was found.  The hearing officer 

is in a position that he needs to be revoked.

As for what that ramification looks like, I'd just ask 

for the ramification of his suspended sentence and the 

opportunity to (indiscernible) for his supervision and I'd ask 

for a separate judgment for what the Court finds 

(indiscernible). 
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THE COURT:  We can convert those to a civil judgment.  

I'm going to terminate that probation.

All right.  The sentence of the Court on Indictment 

28-GS-08-00685, he should be committed to the State Department 

of Corrections for a term of 15 years.  That will run 

concurrent with the other two charges that carry less time.  

They carry ten years on the 2018-GS-08-00678, unlawful conduct 

on a child.  Sentence you to ten years concurrent.  And on the 

resisting arrest with a deadly weapon, another ten years, 

concurrent.

Thank you very much.  Thank you for the victims for 

appearing today as well.  Good luck. 

(The above hearing concluded.)
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