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THE COURT: Solicitor, it's my understanding that we
have a matter that must be taken up with the Court with the
public defender's office that must be done outside of the
presence of the State and anyone else and so based upon that
I'm going to ask the Courtroom to be cleared other than the
public defender, the security, of course, and the defendant
at this time.

MR. SORENSON: Okay.

MR. LEIENDECKER: Ready, Your Honor, to bring the
defendant in.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. SORENSON: Your Honor, we've got Mr. Ward is kind of
going through the evidence sorting out what's going to get
marked and what's not so we're going to leave it all there.

THE COURT: That's fine. We shouldn't be very long.

MR. SORENSON: Okay.

(Courtroom cleared as requested by the Court.)

CLERK OF COURT: Please place your left-hand on the
Bible as best you can. Raise your right hand as best you
can.

JERRY MCKNIGHT,
being first duly sworn, was examined and testified in camera
as follows:

CLERK OF COURT: Can you please state your full name for

the record.
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JERRY MCKNIGHT - IN CAMERA EXAMINATION BY THE COURT 8

MR. JERRY MCKNIGHT: Jerry McKnight.

CLERK OF COURT: Thank you.

THE COURT: Mr. McKnight, I'm Judge Murphy. I'm
presiding over the trial of your case here this week, and I
understand that you have a question regarding having sent a
letter to the Supreme Court regarding your attorney, Mr.
Leiendecker; is that correct?

MR. JERRY MCKNIGHT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Can you tell me about that?

MR. JERRY MCKNIGHT: I feel like I'm not being
represented right by him and that I would like to have him
dismissed.

THE COURT: You want Mr. Leiendecker dismissed? Tell
me, when you say you feel like you're not being represented,
not being represented how?

MR. JERRY MCKNIGHT: He just got appointed to me on May
20th, and you know what I'm saying, due to lack of, you know
what I'm saying, communication and contact with him on what
time I've, you know what I'm saying, been locked up, I hardly
seen him like a few times and haven't, you know what I'm
saying, understand anything that's really going on with my
case for me to be prepared to go to trial.

THE COURT: Well, let me share this with you, Mr.
McKnight, I've known Mr. Leiendecker, gosh, I'm aging myself

here, probably for 20-something years and have seen him try
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JERRY MCKNIGHT - IN CAMERA EXAMINATION BY THE COURT 9

multiple cases. I've seen him prepare multiple cases. I've
seen him, being in the public defender's office for four
years, he does an excellent job, and I'm sure that, as an
officer of the Court, he would tell me if he was not ready to
try this case because, being appointed in May until now
certainly is more than sufficient enough time for him to be
properly prepared. I'm very confident of that. And I'm
certain that, despite him not being with you every day, I'm
certain that he would have made every attempt to meet with
you as much as he felt necessary to properly prepare this
case.

And, Mr. Leiendecker, have you met with your client
sufficiently, in your opinion, to properly prepare?

MR. LEIENDECKER: Your Honor, if it please the Court, I
understand where Jerry's coming from. I certainly understand
his nervousness concerning the severity of the case and what
we're doing. He and I have met. The appointment didn't come
until May, and Claudia and I have talked about that. There
was certainly a snafu during the transition time concerning
appointments, and we're still working to bridge -- to plug
that gap at the detention center. Some of our defendants in
Calhoun County are not getting assigned attorneys on a speedy
basis. But he's right, it wasn't until May. We didn't meet
until a while after that. We've probably met half a dozen

times at the most, but we -- at all times when we've met I've
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JERRY MCKNIGHT - IN CAMERA EXAMINATION BY THE COURT 10

gone through all of the evidence. I go, I sit down with
Jerry, I take a block of something I have a question about,
and he helps me with direction. I've tried to explain to him
that the bulk of my work isn't sitting with him in
preparation for the case. It's working with my investigator
who's been in the field. Mr. Harrell has been working for
us. It's reviewing witness statements. It's having the
investigator speak with those witnesses, which has happened.
It's looking at the physical evidence that's there and
analyzing that. It's now, most recently, he and I have been
working on phone records, including distillation of those
phone records that didn't even come to Mr. Banks or I until
last week and getting with him regarding that. Now, we've
met a lot more recently. We've met at least three times in
the last two weeks, and he met with my investigator as well
one time, and I was present for that. I understand where he
is. I understand his nervousness concerning this. The
reality of it is this is really Jerry's first trial. All the
other matters he's had have ultimately been resolved through
plea, and he filed this letter or sent this letter to the
Supreme Court asking them to have me relieved. The Clerk,
Mr. Shearhouse, sent me a copy of that as well as one back to
Jerry with check marked that this was a matter that needed to
be presented before the presiding judge, and that's why I let

the Court know about it and made you aware so that he could
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JERRY MCKNIGHT - IN CAMERA EXAMINATION BY THE COURT 11

have his opportunity to speak to you. He certainly has a
right to think that, you know, I haven't been there enough
for him, and he's -- and he's stressed about it.

THE COURT: Mr. McKnight, I can certainly understand
what a stressful position that you are in, considering the
circumstances, and you've listened to what Mr. Leiendecker
has stated. So obviously a lot of the preparation and the
trial work preparation happens outside of your presence; you
understand that?

MR. JERRY MCKNIGHT: I understand that, ma'am, but at
the same time, I feel like in this case it's a lot of stuff
that I don't understand in it, you know what I'm saying, I
feel like I'm going from beginning to end in this motion of
mine, to be fully prepared, to understand what is what for me
to be facing, you know, and at the same time I haven't went
up for a bond arrangement, just as well as, you know, what
else.

MR. LEIENDECKER: We have not filed any motion for
reconsideration of bond, you know.

MR. JERRY MCKNIGHT: The last time I was supposed to
have been up here for court and I had mentioned to him about
trying get me a bond, and he said, you know what I'm saying,
next time he was coming he was gonna try, but all my co --
just with the other witnesses had went up for bonds, and you

know what I'm saying, they got out on bond on the street and

11
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JERRY MCKNIGHT - IN CAMERA EXAMINATION BY THE COURT 12

all that, and I feel like that's not right.

THE COURT: Let me ask you this, Mr. McKnight, obviously
your case 1s being called to trial today. You have a trial
today. Trial's not going to be continued. Tell me, have you
had any legal training or do you know the rules of evidence
at all?

MR. JERRY MCKNIGHT: ©No, ma'am.

THE COURT: You haven't had any legal training; is that
correct?

MR. JERRY MCKNIGHT: No, ma'am, just what I hear from
guys that been through stuff like this from doing time on
drug charges up the road.

THE COURT: Sure, and understandably they may be
somewhat familiar with the system, but they didn't go to law
school. They didn't take the bar exam. They didn't have a
successful law practice and become the head public defender
like your attorney here has. Your attorney's very well
versed in the law and is extremely competent, and frankly
you're lucky that you got him to be appointed to your case
because he's an excellent trial attorney. I can tell you
that I don't see him telling the Court that he would be
prepared for trial if he wasn't. I think he certainly would
have your best interest at heart. I don't want you to go
forward with this trial here today without being represented.

You're telling me that you're not trained in the law. You
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JERRY MCKNIGHT - IN CAMERA EXAMINATION BY THE COURT 13

know, you haven't gone to law school and those types of
things, so you need somebody to stand in for you and
represent you and someone that's capable and well trained and
diligent in their efforts in doing that, and without an
attorney, I'm certain that it would not be a good thing for
you to proceed without an attorney. It's too late in the
game for me to change and ask another attorney to represent
you because your case is being called for trial today.
Having been appointed in May, that's nine months since his
appointment to your case; and, frankly, I think that's
sufficient time for him to have to be adequately prepared.
I'm certain that if he was not adequately prepared, he would
tell the Court and ask for a continuance, and that's
certainly not the case here, so I'm going to deny your
request to remove him from your case.

(Defendant and attorney confer.)

THE COURT: Mr. McKnight, it's 11:30. The jury panel
doesn't come in until 1:00. You certainly are welcome to sit
with Mr. Leiendecker between now and then and talk to him and
ask him any questions that you have to further make yourself
feel comfortable that you understand the proceedings against
you and that you understand what's going on. I understand
your nervousness, considering the charge and what you're
looking at; but like I said, Mr. Leiendecker is an excellent

attorney, you're in good hands, and I'm going to deny your

13
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JERRY MCKNIGHT - IN CAMERA EXAMINATION BY THE COURT

request. But you do have some time between now and then to

14

talk to him, and during the trial if things come up where you

have a question and need to talk to him, just you all let me

know and I will grant you that request, okay?

MR. JERRY MCKNIGHT: All right.

THE COURT: All right. Thank you.

MR. LEIENDECKER: Thank you, Judge.

(The Court's Exhibit 1A marked for identification.)

(Recess held.)

(The following was held in open court.)

(State's Exhibits 1-10, 16-21, 30-32, premarked for
identification.)

(Jury panel duly qualified.)

THE COURT: Solicitor, you may call your case.

MR. PASCOE: May it please the Court, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. PASCOE: At this time, Your Honor, the State of
South Carolina calls the case of the State versus Bryant
McKnight for one count of murder, Indictment No.
2014-GS-09-0059; one count of kidnapping, 2014-GS-09-0060.
We also call the case of the State versus Jerry McKnight,
Your Honor, for one count of murder, 2014-GS-09-0057; one
count of kidnapping, 2014-GS-09-0054; and one count of
possession of a firearm by a person convicted of a violent

crime, 2014-GS-09-0056. Those are the charges, Your Honor.
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Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you, Solicitor. May I have the
indictments, please?

MR. PASCOE: Yes, ma'am (indicating).

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen of the jury panel, we
are about to begin the trial of the case against Bryant
McKnight and Jerry McKnight, Sr. Before we select the jury
I'm going to read the back of the indictments to you just so
that you have some basis of what the allegations in this case
are, as we will be asking you questions regarding your
potential -- if you have any knowledge regarding this
particular case. The indictment 2014-GS-09-0059 states that
in Calhoun County on or about February 13, 2014, with malice
aforethought the Defendant Bryant McKnight did kill one
Kymmara Randolph by means of shooting the victim. The victim
did die as a proximate result thereof. This offense being in
violation of the Common Law and Section 16-3-10 of the South
Carolina Code of Laws as amended.

The next indictment states that in Calhoun County, South
Carolina, on or about February 13, 2014, the Defendant Bryant
McKnight unlawfully did seize, confine, inveigle, decoy,
kidnap, abduct or carry away the victim, Kymmara Randolph,
without the authority of law. This offense also being in
violation of the South Carolina Code of Laws as amended.

The next indictment states that in Calhoun County, on or

15
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about February 13, 2014, with malice aforethought the
Defendant Jerry McKnight, Sr., did kill one Kymmara Randolph
by means of shooting the victim. The victim did die as a
proximate result thereof. This offense being in violation of
the Common Law and the Code of Laws of South Carolina as
amended.

The subsequent indictment states that in Calhoun County,
South Carolina, on or about February 13, 2014, the Defendant
Jerry McKnight, Sr., unlawfully did seize, confine, inveigle,
decoy, kidnap, abduct or carry away the victim, Kymmara
Randolph, without the authority of law. This offense also
being in violation of the laws of South Carolina.

And the final indictment states that in Calhoun County,
South Carolina, on or about February 13, 2014, the Defendant
Jerry McKnight, Sr., did have in his possession a firearm
described as a 22-caliber pistol after having been convicted
of a violent crime. This offense is also in violation of the
South Carolina Code of Laws as amended.

Ladies and gentlemen, before we begin the jury selection
on these cases, I will ask you certain questions. The first
question is is anyone related by blood or marriage or have a
close personal or social relationship with either Bryant
McKnight or with Mr. Jerry McKnight, Sr., if so please stand.

I find that there is no one standing.

Ladies and gentlemen, the following list is a list of
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potential witnesses in this case. I will ask you, after I
read the entire list, if anyone is related by blood or
marriage to or have any close personal or social relationship
with any of the following people, the list is as follows:
Captain Matthew Trentham, Lieutenant Stanley Graham, Captain
Pat Regalis, Investigator John Stokes, Investigator Evan
Carson, Henry Dukes, Sheriff Thomas Summers, Sergeant David
Martin, Deputy Larry Venicek, Deputy Patrick Mangum,
Investigator Kendra Williams, Officer Scott Werre, Captain
Bill Cartwright, Chief Michael Smalls, Sergeant T. Brown,
Agent Justin Whetstone, Agent Kendall Chavez, Deputy Desi
McQueen, Detective Lori Garrison, Captain Rhonda Bamberg,
Kimberly Livingston, Tameka Williams, Lacariah Parham, James
Keller, Jamaal Pearce, Stephon Green, Derrick Sumter,
Jonathan McKnight, Sandra Hughes, Mark Carson, Norris Shuler,
Talley Keller, Bob McFadden, Jessica Barnes, Agent James
Green, Agent Dan DeFreese, Agent Brianne Holmes, Agent
Michael Moskal, Agent Kukila Stanley Wallace, Agent Jennifer
Brown, Agent Brittany Burke, Captain Scott McDonald, Vernetha
Glenn, Andrea Paz Alltel, Joseph Sierra -- I'm sorry, the
previous one was somebody that worked for Alltel, the name is
actually Andrea Paz -- and the record custodian for Verizon,
which is George Floyd, Dr. Janice Ross, Chief Deputy Walter
Heckle, Bryant McKnight, Bridget McKnight, Teresa McKnight,

Johnnie Mae Matthews, Donald Sharperson, Officer Carson from

17
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Orangeburg County, Caroline McKnight, Jasmond Jones and
Melissa Robinson. Is anyone in the jury panel related by
blood or marriage or a friend or acquaintance of any of the
folks that I just listed, or do you have a close social or
personal relationship with any of the witnesses that have
been listed, if so please stand.

Yes, sir, please come forward.

MR. LEIENDECKER: Your Honor, could we do this from the
bench out loud?

THE COURT: If you all could come over here.

(The following was held out of the hearing of the jury
panel.)

THE COURT: Your number, sir?

JUROR NO. 142: 142, Dwayne Pauling.

THE COURT: Yes, sir, who do you know?

JUROR NO. 142: Derrick Sumter, that's my nephew.

THE COURT: And I'm not sure what Mr. Sumter involvement
was in this case.

JUROR NO. 142: I think he's a witness or something.

THE COURT: He's a potential witness.

JUROR NO. 142: Okay.

THE COURT: My question to you is, you said he's your
nephew.

JUROR NO. 142: Nephew, right.

THE COURT: Do you visit in each others' homes?
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JUROR NO. 142: Right, we do.

THE COURT: Have you talked about this case?

JUROR NO. 142: No.

THE COURT: Based upon the fact that he's your nephew,
can you set that aside and listen to the evidence that's
presented?

JUROR NO. 142: Yes.

THE COURT: Will you be fair and impartial both to the
State and to the Defense?

JUROR NO. 142: Yes, I can.

THE COURT: Will you apply the law as I give it to you?

JUROR NO. 142: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: You'll stay with us.

MR. LEIENDECKER: I don't know if it is appropriate,
he's not just a witness, he's a codefendant in the case, Mr.
Sumter is one of the charged codefendants in the case,
accessory after the fact to the murder.

THE COURT: We'll see if he's selected.

All right, sir, your number, please?

JUROR NO. b5: 5.

THE COURT: 5. All right, Mr. Allen. Come on up so the
court reporter can hear you.

JUROR NO. 5: I know Sheriff Thomas Summers, I know his
whole family, grew up in the same town, don't know if it

would make any difference or not.
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THE COURT: That's the thing about a small town,
everybody knows the sheriff, right, that's why he's the
sheriff.

JUROR NO. 5: But I know his family, so I just wanted to
make you all aware of that. It's not something that would
affect my judgment at all.

THE COURT: That's my next question for you, can you set
that aside and listen to the evidence as it comes from the
witness stand?

JUROR NO. 5: Yes.

THE COURT: Will you be fair and impartial both to the
State and to the Defense?

JUROR NO. 5: Yes.

THE COURT: Will you follow the instructions as given by
the Court?

JUROR NO. 5: Yes.

THE COURT: All right, sir, stay with us. Thank you.

Your number, please.

CLERK OF COURT: 40.

JUROR NO. 40: There you go, 40.

THE COURT: Yes, Mr. Culclasure.

JUROR NO. 40: I know Officer Justin Whetstone. We used
to go to church together, and I go to church with his father,
and I think we are distantly related also by marriage.

THE COURT: Mr. Whetstone obviously was listed as a
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potential witness in this case. Has he talked to you about
the case?

JUROR NO. 40: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: Do you know anything about the case at all?

JUROR NO. 40: I think I read a little about it in the
paper when it happened.

THE COURT: Anything about that, can you set that aside
and listen to the evidence as it comes from the witness stand
and render a fair and impartial decision based on the
evidence that comes from the witness stand?

JUROR NO. 40: Sure.

THE COURT: Will you be fair and impartial to both the
State and to the Defense?

JUROR NO. 40: Yes.

THE COURT: Can you set your relationship aside with Mr.
Whetstone and the fact that you go to church with him and
listen to the evidence as it comes from the witness stand?

JUROR NO. 40: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Will you be fair and impartial to both the
State and to the Defense?

JUROR NO. 40: Yes.

THE COURT: And will you listen to the instructions of
the Court and follow the law?

JUROR NO. 40: Yes.

THE COURT: All right, sir, thank you.
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JUROR: Thank you.

CLERK OF COURT: 74.

JUROR NO. 74: No. 74.

THE COURT: Mr. Hair.

JUROR NO. 74: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Yes, sir, come on up so the court reporter
can hear what you're saying. Who do you know?

JUROR NO. 74: David Martin, Sergeant Martin, he's
married to my first cousin.

THE COURT: He's married to your first cousin?

JUROR NO. 74: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Okay. And having that relationship with
him, can you set that aside and listen to the evidence from
the witness stand?

JUROR NO. 74: I really don't deal with him a whole lot.
I just need to let you all know that he was married to her.

THE COURT: You don't visit in each others' home on a
regular basis and have dinner every Sunday.

JUROR NO. 74: No.

THE COURT: And you haven't discussed this case with
him?

JUROR NO. 74: ©No. First time I've heard of this one.

THE COURT: Based on that relationship, you can set that
information aside and be fair and impartial to both the State

and to the Defense?
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JUROR NO. 74: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: And follow the law as I give it to you?

JUROR NO. 74: Yes, ma'am.

CLERK OF COURT: 32 coming up.

JUROR NO. 32: Hi, I think I'm No. 32, Monty Cochran.
Mark Carson is my first cousin.

THE COURT: You're Ms. Cochran, right?

JUROR NO. 32: Mm-hmm, and all of the McKnights were
clients of mine at DSS.

THE COURT: So let's tackle one of those at a time.
Mark Carson was what?

JUROR NO. 32: He's my first cousin.

THE COURT: He's your first cousin, and he is a
potential witness in this case. Have you discussed this case
at all with him?

JUROR NO. 32: No.

THE COURT: So you don't know anything about the case?

JUROR NO. 32: No, other than what I've read in the
newspaper.

THE COURT: Whatever you read in the newspaper, can you
set that aside?

JUROR NO. 32: Sure.

THE COURT: And listen to the evidence from the witness
stand and render a fair and impartial verdict to both the

State and to the Defendants?
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JUROR NO. 32: Yes.

THE COURT: So the fact that you're related to Mr.
Carson, can you set that aside?

JUROR NO. 32: Sure.

THE COURT: And listen to the evidence and render a fair
and impartial verdict based solely on the evidence in the
courtroom and be fair and impartial to both the State and to
the Defense?

JUROR NO. 32: Yes.

THE COURT: And will you follow the law as I give it to
you?

JUROR NO. 32: Yes.

THE COURT: The issue with DSS, working with the
McKnights, what was the experience?

JUROR NO. 32: DSS caseworker.

THE COURT: Having had that past experience with the
family, can you set that aside and listen to the evidence as
it comes from the witness stand and be fair and impartial to
both the State and to the Defense?

JUROR NO. 32: Sure, the two I do not know them, I don't
remember them, but the mother I do remember but --

THE COURT: So you actually don't remember the two
defendants in this case?

JUROR NO. 32: No.

THE COURT: But the mother.
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JUROR NO. 32: Mm-hmm.

THE COURT: And I have no idea if the mother's
testifying or not, but even if you remember the mother, can
you set that aside?

JUROR NO. 32: Sure.

THE COURT: And listen to the evidence as it comes from
the witness stand?

JUROR NO. 32: Yes.

THE COURT: And be fair and impartial to both sides?

JUROR NO. 32: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Thank you, ma'am. Stay with us.

JUROR NO. 32: Thank you.

CLERK OF COURT: 173.

JUROR NO. 173: Renita Shuler. You mentioned Norris
Shuler.

MR. WARD: He's on our witness list.

JUROR NO. 173: We're not kin, but we are good friends,
and we go to the same place of worship, so I don't know if
that makes a difference.

THE COURT: You're not related but you worship at the
same church.

JUROR NO. 173: Right.

THE COURT: Can you set that relationship aside and
listen to the evidence as it comes from the witness stand and

render a fair and impartial verdict to both the State and to
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the Defense?

JUROR NO. 173: I guess I could, I just -- it's just
going to -- I personally don't want to be on a murder case,
you know, that's just my biggest thing.

THE COURT: Tell me your reason for that.

JUROR NO. 173: Consciously I wouldn't want to put
somebody, I mean, to the point where a person can be put to
death or for what they did or something like that, you know,
the death penalty or something like that, I just --

THE COURT: This isn't a death penalty case. The
defendants are charged with murder; however, it is not a
death penalty case. Also, it's not up to the jury to decide
the sentence; so basically the jury's job would be listen to
the evidence and decide the verdict based upon the evidence
presented and be fair and impartial to both sides, and that
would be your duties, to listen to both sides and render a
true and honest verdict.

JUROR NO. 173: Yes, okay.

THE COURT: Can you do that?

JUROR NO. 173: 1I'll do my best. I mean, you know, do I
want to do it, no, but you know --

THE COURT: Would you feel more comfortable serving on a
civil term?

JUROR NO. 173: I would rather that. I really don't

desire to do a criminal term.
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THE COURT: Okay. Why don't we transfer you then to a
civil term.

JUROR NO. 173: Okay. 1I'd rather that.

THE COURT: And your number again, I'm sorry.

JUROR NO. 173: 173.

THE COURT: Okay. Ms. Shuler, we'll transfer you to
another term of court.

JUROR NO. 173: Thank you.

JUROR NO. 4: Beaufort Addison. I don't know the
number.

THE COURT: We'll find you on here.

CLERK OF COURT: No. 4.

THE COURT: Mr. Addison.

JUROR NO. 4: I know Michael Smalls. He and I grew up
together.

MR. LEIENDECKER: I'm sorry, who was that?

THE COURT: Mr. Smalls.

Knowing Mr. Smalls, can you set that relationship that
you have with him aside and listen to the testimony as it
comes from the witness stand and the evidence that comes out
in this trial and render a fair and impartial verdict to both
the State and to the Defense?

JUROR NO. 4: I think so, yes.

THE COURT: Can you do that?

JUROR NO. 4: Yes.

27
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THE COURT: And will you follow the law as I give it to
you?

JUROR NO. 4: Yes.

THE COURT: All right, sir. Stay with us.

(The following was held in open court.)

THE COURT: Is any member of the jury panel related by
blood or marriage to or a friend or acquaintance or a member
of any local, state or federal law enforcement agency or has
been employed by a law enforcement agency, 1f so please
stand.

Yes, ma'am, would you like to come forward.

(The following was held out of the hearing of the Jjury
panel.)

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am, your name, please.

JUROR NO. 1: My name's Gloria Adams, Juror No. 1.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.

JUROR NO. 1: I took criminal justice as a major, most
of the state troopers, most of the county employees, I know
them. I stay in the public all day long, so I have access to
knowing just about all of them, when they're in and out.

THE COURT: So having taken those courses and knowing
the people involved in the criminal justice system, did you
know any of the actual witnesses that I listed?

JUROR NO. 1: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: $So you didn't know any of the witnesses.
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JUROR NO. 1: No.

THE COURT: Having had those courses, can you set that
experience aside and listen to the evidence as it comes from
the witness stand and apply the law as I give it to you and
be fair and impartial to both the State and to the Defense?

JUROR NO. 1: Yes, I can.

THE COURT: And will you follow the law as I give it to
you?

JUROR NO. 1: Yes.

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you, ma'am.

(The following was held in open court.)

THE COURT: Solicitor, at this time I'll allow you to
introduce yourself and the members of your office that will
help you prosecute this case if you'd introduce yourself
along with the members of your staff and your support staff.

MR. PASCOE: Thank you, Your Honor. Good afternoon,
ladies and gentlemen, my name's David Pascoe. I'm Solicitor
for Calhoun County. I'm going to be prosecuting this case
this week with my First Assistant Don Sorenson, Assistant
Solicitor Kyle Ward. My victim advocate is in the back of
the courtroom, Tammy Craven; my investigator's Greg
Whetstone, he's back here; and my Calhoun County prosecutor's
Ted Lupton. Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you, Solicitor.

Any member of the jury panel related by blood or
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marriage or close personal or social relationship with any of
the people that the Solicitor just listed or has anyone in
the past ever been represented by any of the attorneys in the
Solicitor's Office, i1if so please stand.

Yes, sir, would you like to come forward.

(The following was held at the bench out of the hearing
of the jury.)

CLERK OF COURT: 40.

THE COURT: I understand you know Mr. Whetstone; is that
correct?

JUROR NO. 40: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: So is your answer the same, can you set that
relationship aside?

JUROR NO. 40: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: And will you be fair and impartial to both
the State and the Defense?

JUROR NO. 40: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: And will you apply the law as I give it to

you?

JUROR NO. 40: Yes.

THE COURT: All right, sir, thank you.

CLERK OF COURT: 73.

JUROR NO. 73: 1I'm Greg's brother-in-law, Greg
Whetstone.

THE COURT: He's your brother-in-law?
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JUROR NO. 73: Mm-hmm.

THE COURT: Do you visit in each others' homes on a
frequent basis?

JUROR NO. 73: Yes, and he come in my shop a lot too.

THE COURT: Has he talked to you any about this case?

JUROR NO. 73: No, no.

THE COURT: You don't know anything about this case?

JUROR NO. 73: No.

THE COURT: Can you set your relationship aside and be
fair and impartial?

JUROR NO. 73: Oh, yes.

THE COURT: And listen to the evidence as it comes from
the witness stand and render a verdict based upon what you
hear in this courtroom only?

JUROR NO. 73: Oh, yes.

THE COURT: And be fair and impartial to both sides?

JUROR NO. 73: Oh, yes.

THE COURT: And apply the law as I give it to you?

JUROR NO. 73: Oh, yes.

THE COURT: All right, sir, thank you.

(Judge and attorneys confer.)

(The following was held in open court.)

THE COURT: Would Juror No. 167, Ms. Salisbury, please
come forward.

(The following was held out of the hearing of the jury
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panel.)
THE COURT: Ms. Salisbury, are you related to Ms.
Craven?
JUROR NO. 167: Yes. Yes, I am. We're cousins.
THE COURT: Is there a particular reason you didn't come

forward?

JUROR NO. 167: No, because I didn't even think with her
name -- with you calling out the name Craven.

THE COURT: You're not close --

JUROR NO. 167: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: -- although you're cousins?

JUROR NO. 167: We're not.

THE COURT: You don't visit in each others' homes?

JUROR NO. 167: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: And she hasn't talked to you about this
particular case?

JUROR NO. 167: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: Do you know anything about this case?

JUROR NO. 167: Just what I had read in the papers
whenever it was initially going on.

THE COURT: All right. And based on what you read in
the papers, can you set that aside and render a decision
based upon what you hear in this courtroom only?

JUROR NO. 167: I feel I can.

THE COURT: Will you be fair and impartial to both the
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State and to the Defense?

JUROR NO. 167: Yes.

THE COURT: Can you set your relationship with Ms.
Craven aside and render a decision based upon what you hear
in this courtroom only and be fair and impartial to both the
State and to the Defense?

JUROR NO. 167: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: And will you follow the law as I give it to

you?

JUROR NO. 167: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Thank you.

JUROR NO. 167: Thank you.

(The following was held in open court.)

THE COURT: As many of you know, the Solicitor's Office
is an elected position. 1I'll ask if there's any member of

the jury panel that has contributed financially to Solicitor
Pascoe's campaigns in the past, if so please stand.

I find that there is no one standing.

Mr. Leiendecker, now I'll allow you an opportunity to
introduce yourself and the members of your staff that will be
helping you in the presentation of your case.

MR. LEIENDECKER: Thank you, Your Honor, may it please
the Court. My name is Mark Leiendecker. I am the First
Circuit Public Defender, responsible for public defense

throughout the First Circuit. Mr. Martin Banks is also here
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with my office today, representing the other codefendant, Mr.
McKnight, in this case. Martin is actually the public
defender in charge of representing Calhoun County.

Throughout the course of the week we may or may not see other
members of my staff including Mr. Mark Wise, who works in my
Orangeburg office and/or Mr. Breen Stevens, who works in my
Orangeburg office, or Ms. Mary Lematty, who works in my
Dorchester office.

THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Leiendecker.

MR. BANKS: And may see a member of my staff here and
there, Barbara Heidler. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you, gentlemen.

Any member of the jury panel related by blood or
marriage or have a close personal or social relationship with
any of these attorneys or members of their staff or ever been
represented by any of these attorneys, if so please stand.

Yes, ma'am, would you come forward, please.

(The following was held out of the hearing of the jury
panel.)

THE COURT: Your Juror number, ma'am?

JUROR NO. 52: 52.

THE COURT: 52. Ms. Dykes, yes, ma'am, what's your
relationship?

JUROR NO. 52: Martin Banks was my attorney.

THE COURT: Okay. And how long ago was that?




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

35

JUROR NO. 52: '98, 2000.

THE COURT: So it's been a while.

JUROR NO. 52: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: And can you tell me what type of case it
was”?

JUROR NO. 52: Divorce.

THE COURT: So it had nothing to do with the criminal
system or anything.

JUROR NO. 52: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: The fact that he was your attorney back in
'98, can you set that relationship aside and will you listen
to the evidence as it comes from the witness stand and be
fair and impartial to both the State and to the Defense?

JUROR NO. 52: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: And will you follow the law as I give it to
you?

JUROR NO. 52: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: All right, thank you, ma'am.

(The following was held in open court.)

THE COURT: Have you or any member of your family or
close personal friend ever been the victim of a violent
crime, if so please stand.

Yes, sir, would you come forward, please.

(The following was held out of the hearing of the Jjury

panel.)
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THE COURT: Yes, sir, your number.

JUROR NO. 114: 114.

THE COURT: 114. Mr. Mack.

JUROR NO. 114: Yes, ma'am. My mother-in-law was shot
and killed in a home robbery about 12 years ago.

THE COURT: Your mother-in-law.

JUROR NO. 114: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: I'm sorry to hear that. Having had that
past experience in your family, obviously a very close
situation, do you think you can set that aside and listen to
the evidence as it comes from the witness stand?

JUROR NO. 114: No, ma'am, not because of the suspects
in the case I cannot.

THE COURT: Do you know the suspects?

JUROR NO. 114: No, but all three suspects were colored.

THE COURT: Mr. Mack, what I'm going to do is I'm going
to transfer you to a civil term of court.

JUROR NO. 114: Okay.

THE COURT: Have a good day.

JUROR NO. 114: Thank you.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am, your number, please.

JUROR NO. 51: 1I'm Karla Dyches.

THE COURT: Ms. Dyches.

JUROR NO. 51: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: All right. 51. Yes, ma'am.
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JUROR NO. 51: About 12 years ago, 15 years ago my
brother was shot about six times. He was a manager at
Winn-Dixie. But he lived, he survived so --

THE COURT: Having had that obviously very difficult
experience in your family, do you think you can set that
aside and listen to the evidence in this case as it comes
from the witness stand?

JUROR NO. 51: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: And will you be fair and impartial to both
the State and to the Defense?

JUROR NO. 51: Oh, yes.

THE COURT: And will you follow the law as I give it to
you?

JUROR NO. 51: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: All right.

Yes, ma'am, your number again.

CLERK OF COURT: 167.

JUROR NO. 167: 1I'll remember now. My aunt was attacked
several years ago, about five years ago, six years ago now,
and they never caught the person that did it. That's my only
connection with a violent crime.

THE COURT: Having had that experience in your family,
can you set that aside and in this case listen to the
evidence as it comes from the witness stand?

JUROR NO. 167: Yes, ma'am.
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THE COURT: And will you follow the law as I give it to
you?

JUROR NO. 167: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Will you be fair and impartial to both the
State and to the Defense?

JUROR NO. 167: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Thank you.

(The following was held in open court.)

THE COURT: Has any member of the jury panel read or
heard anything about this case either today or before today,
if so please stand.

A JUROR: Does that include newspapers?

THE COURT: That includes the newspapers, any Media, any
type of information about this case, regardless of where it
came from, if you could come forward, please.

(The following was held out of the hearing of the jury
panel.)

CLERK OF COURT: 47 .

THE COURT: Ms. Droscha.

JUROR NO. 47: Mm-hmm.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.

JUROR NO. 47: 1I've read.

THE COURT: You've read the articles?

JUROR NO. 47: Yes, the whole week. I knew exactly what

this was.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

39

THE COURT: You understand though that although
newspaper articles may not have all the full information,
obviously they're not privy to the evidence.

JUROR NO. 47: I understand.

THE COURT: Can you set aside what you've read in the
newspaper, listen to the testimony and the evidence as it
comes from the witness stand and render a fair and impartial
verdict based on the evidence that you hear in the courtroom?

JUROR NO. 47: Well, okay, say that again.

THE COURT: Can you set aside what you've read and
listen to the evidence in this courtroom because you will be
called upon to make a decision, if you're selected, to render
a verdict based on the evidence that you hear in this
courtroom, not to be influenced by any outside sources.

JUROR NO. 47: Yes.

THE COURT: You can do that?

JUROR NO. 47: I can.

THE COURT: You can set it aside, and will you be fair
and impartial to both the State and to the Defense?

JUROR NO. 47: Yes.

THE COURT: And will you follow the law as I give it to
you?

JUROR NO. 47: Mm-hmm.

THE COURT: Okay.

CLERK OF COURT: 167.
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JUROR NO. 167: I think I told you earlier that I had

read in the newspapers.
THE COURT:

You did, and I'd asked you then if you could

set that aside and be fair and impartial.

JUROR NO. 167: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Is your answer still the same?
JUROR NO. 167: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: All right. Thank you.

Yes, ma'am, your number again.

JUROR NO. 71: ©No. 71, Henriette Haigler.
THE COURT: 71.

JUROR NO. 71: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: All right, Ms. Haigler.

JUROR NO. 71: I heard about the incident in the
newspaper.

THE COURT: In the newspaper, okay, and you understand
that sometimes the newspaper doesn't have all the
information. Would you be able to set what you've read aside
and render a decision based upon what's presented in the
courtroom and the evidence that you hear that is presented in
the courtroom?

JUROR NO. 71: That's only fair.
THE COURT: Can you set that aside and be fair and
impartial to both the State and to the Defense?

JUROR NO. 71: Yes.
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THE COURT: Because you'll be called upon to make a
decision, if you're selected, to render a verdict from the
evidence that you hear and not from the news or anything
else.

JUROR NO. 71: Okay.

THE COURT: And you can do that?

JUROR NO. 71: Yes.

THE COURT: And will you follow the law as I give it to
you?

JUROR NO. 71: Yes.

THE COURT: Thank you.

CLERK OF COURT: No. 5.

THE COURT: Mr. Allen.

JUROR NO. 5: Yes.

THE COURT: All right, sir, you've already told me that
you've heard about this in the newspaper, correct, you read
about it.

JUROR NO. 5: I read about it, yes, I hadn't mentioned

it.
THE COURT: You told me that you knew the sheriff.
JUROR NO. 5: Knew him and his family, but I did read
about it in the newspaper. I didn't really remember what it

was about but until you mentioned it I didn't really remember
what the article was about.

THE COURT: You understand that reading something in the
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paper, obviously they don't have all the information in the
news.

JUROR NO. 5: Right.

THE COURT: Can you set aside, what you read in the
paper, and listen to the evidence as it comes from the
witness stand and render a fair and impartial verdict for
both the State and the Defense?

JUROR NO. 5: Yes.

THE COURT: And will you follow the law as I give it to
you?

JUROR NO. 5: Yes.

THE COURT: All right, sir. Thank you.

Good afternoon, sir.

JUROR NO. 163: Good afternoon. George Rogers, 163.

THE COURT: Mr. Rogers, tell me, did you read about it
in the newspaper?

JUROR NO. 163: Read the article in the newspaper, and I
don't remember anything more than what you said up there.

THE COURT: Okay. Having read that article, can you set
that aside and listen to the evidence as it comes from the
witness stand and what you hear in the courtroom?

JUROR NO. 163: I don't remember what was in the
article. I just remember it was there. I read about it. I
remember nothing more than what you said.

THE COURT: Okay. So you'll be able to be fair and
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impartial?

JUROR NO. 163: Absolutely yes.

THE COURT: Both to the State and to the defense?

JUROR NO. 163: Yes.

THE COURT: And will you follow the law as I give it to
you?

JUROR NO. 163: Yes.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Good afternoon, sir.

JUROR NO. 13: How are you all doing?

THE COURT: Doing good.

JUROR NO. 13: I do remember reading about it in the
paper. It kind of came back to me, the names kind of came
back to me.

THE COURT: Sure. Tell me your name again, sir.

JUROR NO. 13: Donny Bell.

THE COURT: Mr. Bell. All right. You're Juror No. 13.

JUROR NO. 13: Right.

THE COURT: The fact that you read something in the
paper, can you set that aside and listen to the evidence as
is comes from the witness stand and render a fair and
impartial verdict to both the State and to the Defense based
upon what you hear in this courtroom, not influenced by what
you may have read?

JUROR NO. 13: Right, yes, I can do that.
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THE COURT: And will you follow the law as I give it to
you?

JUROR NO. 13: Yes.

THE COURT: All right, sir. Thank you.

(The following was held in open court.)

THE COURT: Is there any member of the jury panel who is
a member of or contributor to a group which has its primary
concern the promotion of law enforcement or victim's rights?
These groups would include but certainly are not limited to
MADD, SADD or Citizens Against Violent Crime. If so please
stand.

I find that there is no one standing.

Is any member of the jury panel aware of any bias or
prejudice towards either the State or the Defense in this
case, 1f so please stand.

I find that there is no one standing.

Has any member of the jury panel formed or expressed an
opinion about any issue or matter involved in this case, if
so please stand.

I find that there is no one standing.

Is there any member of the jury panel that was a member
of the grand jury which issued the indictment in this case,
if so please stand.

I find that there is no one standing.

Ladies and gentlemen, that concludes the list of
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questions that we have prior to your selection of this
particular jury. I know it's been a little while since you
had your last recess. We need just a few minutes for the
Clerk to pull up the names before we actually gets the names
from which you will be called upon, so I'm going to give you
a brief recess if you would please exit the courtroom for
about 10 or 15 minutes, and then we'll let you back in.

(Recess held.)

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen of the jury panel, we
are now going to begin the actual jury selection for this
trial. If your name is called, if you would please come
forward and turn around and face the back, that way the
attorneys will have the opportunity to either seat you on the
jury or excuse you from serving on this particular jury. If
your name is called, please also bring with you all of your
personal belongings because 1f you are selected to serve on
this jury, we'll go ahead and sit you here in the jury box so
that you know where to go and be seated in the morning.

Madam Clerk, are you ready to proceeds?

CLERK OF COURT: Yes, ma'am. Juror No. 52, Julie D.
Dykes.

(White female approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please excuse Ms. Dykes.

CLERK OF COURT: Juror No. 22, Sylvester Brown.
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(Black male approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please excuse Mr. Brown.

CLERK OF COURT: Juror No. 167, Elizabeth Salisbury.
(White female approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Ms. Salisbury.

MR. BANKS: Please excuse Ms. Salisbury.

CLERK OF COURT: Juror No. 199, William Wolfe.
(White male approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Mr. Wolfe.

CLERK OF COURT: What says the Defense?

MR. BANKS: Please excuse the juror.

CLERK OF COURT: Juror No. 128, Denora Milhouse.
(Black female approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Ms. Milhouse.
CLERK OF COURT: What says the Defense?

MR. BANKS: Please swear Ms. Milhouse.

CLERK OF COURT: Take a seat in the jury box.
Juror No. 25, Stephney Buckman.

(Black male approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please excuse Mr. Buckman.
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CLERK OF COURT: You're excused.

Juror No. 142, Dwayne Pauling.

(Black male approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Mr. Pauling.
MR. BANKS: Please excuse Mr. Pauling.
CLERK OF COURT: You're excused.

Juror No. 40, Thomas Culclasure.

(White male approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Mr. Culclasure.
CLERK OF COURT: What says the Defense?

MR. BANKS: Please excuse Mr. Culclasure.
CLERK OF COURT: Juror No. 79, Kerry Heath.
(White male approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Mr. Heath.
CLERK OF COURT: What says the Defense?

MR. BANKS: Please seat Mr. Heath.

CLERK OF COURT: Have a seat in the jury box, please.
Juror No. 178, Richard Smith.

(White male approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Mr. Smith.

CLERK OF COURT: What says the Defense?
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MR. BANKS: Please seat this juror.

CLERK OF COURT: Okay. Juror No. 5, Harry Allen.
(White male approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Mr. Allen.

MR. BANKS: Please excuse Mr. Allen.

CLERK OF COURT: Juror No. 66, Tiffany Goodwin.
(Black female approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Ms. Goodwin.

MR. BANKS: Please seat Ms. Goodwin.

CLERK OF COURT: Go to the jury box.

Juror No. 38, Jake Cowan.

(White male approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Mr. Cowan.

MR. BANKS: Please swear Mr. Cowan.

CLERK OF COURT: Go to the jury box.

Juror No. 13, Donnie Bell.

(White male approaches the podium.)

THE COURT: Madam clerk, did you say 13 or 147
CLERK OF COURT: 13.

THE COURT: 13, okay.

MR. PASCOE: Please present Mr. Bell.

CLERK OF COURT: What says the Defense?
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MR. BANKS: Please excuse this juror.
CLERK OF COURT: Have a seat.

Juror No. 32, Monty Delane Cochran.
(White female approaches the podium.)
CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Ms. Cochran.
MR. BANKS: Please excuse this juror.
CLERK OF COURT: Okay. You're excused.
Juror No. 4, Beaufort Addison.

(Black male approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Mr. Addison.
CLERK OF COURT: What says the Defense?
MR. BANKS: Please excuse this juror.
CLERK OF COURT: You're excused.

Juror No. 164, Douglas Rosinski.

(White male approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Mr. Rosinski.
MR. BANKS: Please excuse this juror.
CLERK OF COURT: Juror No. 140, Forrest Palmieri.
(White female approaches the podium.)
CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Ms. Palmieri.

CLERK OF COURT: What says the Defense?
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MR. BANKS: Please seat this juror.

CLERK OF COURT: Juror 74, William Hair.
(White male approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please excuse Mr. Hair.

CLERK OF COURT: Juror No. 47, Julie Droscha.
(White female approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Ms. Droscha.
CLERK OF COURT: What says the Defense?

MR. BANKS: Please excuse this juror.

CLERK OF COURT: Juror No. 132, Eddie Mills.
(Black male approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Mr. Mills.

CLERK OF COURT: What says the Defense?

MR. BANKS: Please swear the juror.

CLERK OF COURT: Juror No. 163, George Rogers.
(White male approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Mr. Rogers.

CLERK OF COURT: What says the Defense?

MR. BANKS: Please excuse this juror.

CLERK OF COURT: Juror No. 50, Caroline Dunning.

(Black female approaches the podium.)
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CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Ms. Dunning.

CLERK OF COURT: What says the Defense?

MR. BANKS: Please swear the juror.

CLERK OF COURT: Juror No. 76, Rowland Harley.
(Black male approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Mr. Harley.

CLERK OF COURT: What says the Defense?

MR. BANKS: Please excuse this juror.

CLERK OF COURT: Juror No. 116, Roberta Mack.
(Black female approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Ms. Mack.

CLERK OF COURT: What says the Defense?

MR. BANKS: Please swear Ms. Mack.

CLERK OF COURT: Juror No. 186, Cassandra Sturkie.
(White female approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Ms. Sturkie.

CLERK OF COURT: What says the Defense?

MR. BANKS: Please swear the juror.

CLERK OF COURT: Juror No. 100, Cynthia Keller.
(Black female approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

51



52

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MR. PASCOE: Please excuse Ms. Keller.

CLERK OF COURT: Juror No. 90, Melanie Inman.
(White female approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Ms. Inman.

MR. BANKS: Please excuse Ms. Inman.

CLERK OF COURT: Juror No. 59, Clifton Foster.
(White male approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Mr. Foster.

CLERK OF COURT: What says the Defense?

MR. BANKS: Please swear Mr. Foster.

52

CLERK OF COURT: Juror No. 185, Christopher Stoudemire.

(White male approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Mr. Stoudemire.

CLERK OF COURT: What says the Defense?

MR. BANKS: Please swear the juror.

CLERK OF COURT: Juror No. 188, Jenny Troutman.
MR. LEIENDECKER: Your Honor, is that 127

CLERK OF COURT: Yes, that's 12. This is for the

alternate.

MR. LEIENDECKER: How many alternates do we intend to

select?

THE COURT: We'll select two.
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CLERK OF COURT: 188.

(White female approaches the podium.)

MR. PASCOE: Please present Ms. Troutman.

MR. BANKS: Please swear the juror.

CLERK OF COURT: Juror No. 119, Melinda McCloskey.

(White female approaches the podium.)

CLERK OF COURT: What says the State?

MR. PASCOE: Please present Ms. McCloskey.

CLERK OF COURT: What says the Defense?

MR. BANKS: Please swear the juror.

THE COURT: Any exceptions or objections from the
selection of the jury from either the State or the Defense?

MR. PASCOE: None from the State, Your Honor.

MR. BANKS: ©None from the defense, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen of the jury panel that
was not selected in the trial of this particular case, you
have now fulfilled your jury service for this week, so it's
your lucky day, so I'm going to excuse the members of the
jury panel that were not selected. You may leave the
courtroom. The other members in the courtroom that are here
for the trial, whether you're witnesses or family members or
whatnot, if you would please remain in the courtroom at this
time, otherwise the jurors are excused.

(Jury panel exits the courtroom.)

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen of the jury that was
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seated in this case, I'm going to excuse you for the day; but
before you leave I'm going to ask you that you go with our
bailiff here so that he will show you where you are to report
in the morning, that way you'll know where your jury room is.
I'm going to ask you to please report to your jury room
somewhere around 9:15, we'll start the trial promptly at
9:30, so that way we can make sure we have everyone present.
Before you go please remember that you are not allowed to
talk to anyone about this case. You're not allowed to read
any newspaper accounts, television accounts, do any
independent research about this case, and that would include
anything on Facebook or blogs or Twitter or anything of that
nature because when you are called upon to render a verdict
at the end of this case, you must do so without being
influenced by anything outside of this courtroom. So if you
see any of the parties involved in this case, any of the
witnesses, any of the attorneys, anyone whatsoever and they
don't speak to you, that's because they're following the
Court's orders. They're not allowed to speak to you. So
please don't think that they're being rude. They're just
following the Court's instructions. So I hope you each have
a good night, and we will see you in the morning.

(The jury retires to the jury room at 4:17 p.m.)

THE COURT: For the remaining parties in the courtroom

as well as the members of the gallery that are present in the
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courtroom, I understand that this is a very sensitive issue
for all involved, if you're family members or either the
defendants' or the victim's family, and it can be sensitive
and traumatic and very difficult to deal with. I understand
that. However, this Court will not tolerate any conduct
which seems to be either intimidating or any contact between
the parties that is improper, so there's not to be any
contact or any miscommunication between the parties so that
all parties feel comfortable. You're welcome to be in the
courtroom. This is an open courtroom, and certainly we'd
welcome you here, but you can't have any bad interactions
between the parties. Is that understood by everybody?

(A1l indicate in the affirmative.)

THE COURT: All right. Thank you. You all have a good
evening.

MR. PASCOE: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: We'll be in recess until 9:30.

(The Court's Exhibit 1 marked for identification.)

(Trial of the case adjourned on 3/2/2015 at 4:20 p.m.)

(Trial of the case resumed on 3/3/2015 at 9:45 a.m.)

THE COURT: Before we bring our jury out, Mr. Banks, I
understand that your client wishes to address the Court.

MR. BANKS: Yes, Your Honor, I believe he has some form

of a motion.
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THE COURT: All right, Mr. McKnight.

MR. BRYANT MCKNIGHT: Your Honor, I would like to know
about the indictment, like, it was only true billed on
January the 5th, 2015. I just want to know, why do I got to
receive the indictment yesterday, when I just picked for
the -- for the grand jury -- I mean for the grand jury and
why not I didn't receive my indictment for the charge, like,
earlier when they had been filed.

THE COURT: You're saying you didn't receive a copy of
your indictment; is that what you're trying to tell the
Court?

MR. BRYANT MCKNIGHT: Yes, I didn't know I was indicted
until yesterday when I picked for the grand jury. I did ask
my attorney about it. He said -- I guess he was telling me,
no, that I wasn't indicted at the time, so I guess I didn't
know that it wasn't indicted until he had given it to me
yesterday when we had picked our grand Jjury.

THE COURT: Yes, sir. Well, you understand that the
actual true bill of the indictment is a procedural matter
when it goes to the grand jury. What your attorney does
prior to that in prepping for trial is separate and apart
from that. You were told what your charges were at your
initial bond hearing when the magistrate -- when you had your
initial bond setting.

And before those indictments were prepared by the
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solicitor, you were charged at that point with what your
charges that you are facing, so you had plenty of notice of
what you were charged with and the potential consequences of
those charges.

MR. BRYANT MCKNIGHT: I would like to ask, when you fill
out -- like, I had filled out my preliminary hearing, like,
the third or fourth day, but I didn't got no notice back or
nothing off that. What that supposed to mean?

THE COURT: Well, Mr. McKnight, unfortunately the Court
cannot give you legal advice. If you have a motion before
the Court, I can hear it; however, you're represented by
counsel, Mr. Banks, and he can certainly explain the
procedural aspects of the whole case and how it proceeds and
whatnot. So I can't give you legal advice.

I can hear motions and rule on those motions. However,
if you have questions regarding procedures, you need to talk
to your attorney about that. Do you need a second to talk to
your attorney?

MR. BRYANT MCKNIGHT: Yes.

THE COURT: All right, sir.

(Defendant and attorney confer.)

MR. BANKS: Your Honor.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. BANKS: I think he's crystallized in his mind what

he'd 1like to ask you.
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THE COURT: All right, Mr. McKnight.

MR. BRYANT MCKNIGHT: I would like to ask for a
continuance.

THE COURT: And based on what grounds, Mr. McKnight?

MR. BRYANT MCKNIGHT: Being that I didn't, like, went
over about discussing with my attorney about prepare for this
trial or whatnot, so I really, like --

THE COURT: You're requesting for this matter to be
continued; is that what you're saying-?

Mr. Banks, when were you appointed to represent
Mr. McKnight?

MR. BANKS: I've been appointed for --

CLERK OF COURT: April.

MR. BANKS: Probably over nine months.

CLERK OF COURT: April of 2014.

THE COURT: So almost not quite a year, but --

MR. BANKS: Yes, getting toward a year.

THE COURT: -- pushing a year.

And, Mr. Banks, have you had an opportunity to
adequately prepare for trial?

MR. BANKS: Yes, I have, Your Honor.

THE COURT: And have you met with your client
sufficiently and gone over the evidence with him?

MR. BANKS: Yes, I have, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right, sir.
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Mr. McKnight, let me share this with you: I've known

Mr. Banks for years and years. I've watched him try multiple
cases. I've seen him prepare his cases. I've tried cases

against him when I was in private practice, and I know that
he is an excellent attorney.

And as an officer of the court, when he tells me that
he's ready to go, that he's reviewed the evidence, that he's
had sufficient time to talk to you and he's prepared to go to
trial, he's ready to go to trial. So your motion is
respectfully denied. You may have a seat.

All right. Anything further before we bring our jury
out?

MR. PASCOE: No, Your Honor, nothing from the State.

THE COURT: Let's have our jury, please.

(The jury enters the courtroom at 9:57 a.m.)

THE COURT: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen of the
jury. Welcome back.

Mr. Hasty, 1if you'd please swear in our jury.

(Jury duly sworn.)

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, thank you
for accepting the important responsibility of jury service
and for your contribution today to our justice system. What
I will now say to you is intended to serve as an introduction
to the trial of the case.

I will instruct you on the law applicable to the case
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and at the end of the trial before you retire to consider
your verdict. It is merely an explanation of the procedure
that we will follow in the trial of this case so that you may
better understand what is happening.

You may not take notes during this trial. The
defendants are charged by several indictments, which the
Court read to you during jury selection. There is an
indictment of possession of a firearm by a person convicted
of a violent crime, an indictment for kidnapping, an
indictment for murder, another indictment for kidnapping and
a subsequent indictment for murder.

You have two defendants. Each of these indictments, the
elements of which will be explained to you later when I
charge you on the law, the indictments are simply the charge
by which the case is brought into court, and it is not in any
sense evidence of the allegations that they contain.

The defendants have pled not guilty to these indictments
and the State therefore has the burden of proving each of the
elements of the indictments beyond a reasonable doubt. And
it will be your duty, ladies and gentlemen, to decide whether
or not the State has met that burden.

Your purpose as jurors is to find and determine the
facts. You are the sole judges of the facts. And if at any
time I make any comment regarding the facts, you must

disregard it. You are to determine the facts from the
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testimony you hear and from other evidence that is introduced
in court.

It is up to you to determine the inferences which you
feel are properly drawn from the evidence. It is especially
important that you perform your duty of determining the facts
diligently and conscientiously, because normally there's no
way to correct an erroneous determination of the facts by a
jury.

On the other hand and with equal emphasis, the same law
that makes you the judges of the facts makes me the judge of
the law. The law as given by the Court is the only law that
you may consider. You must accept it and follow it even
though you may disagree with it.

I cannot tell you what the facts are and you cannot
disagree with me about what the law is or what it should be.
Your job is to take the law as I give it to you and apply it
to the facts as you find them from the testimony of the
witnesses and any other evidence that is introduced.

After doing that, you will render your verdict, a true
and just verdict under the solemn oath that you just took as
jurors.

Until I advise you to begin your deliberations, you must
not discuss this case with anyone, including your fellow
jurors, friends, family members and anyone involved in this

case. This includes discussions, face to face and those by
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telephone, email, text, blogs or any other method of
communication.

You may not use a computer, cell phone or other
electronic device with communication capabilities at any time
while in the courtroom or during your deliberations. During
your breaks or meals or overnight, if necessary, you may use
these devices; however, you may not at any time use these
devices to get or send information about the case.

This includes information about a party, a witness, an
attorney, a court officer, any news accounts about the case,
research on any topics that are raised, any topics you may
think would be helpful in deciding the case or any testimony
that is presented by a witness.

During the trial do not listen to, read or watch any
news reports about the case. This includes anything that may
be in the newspapers, on the Internet, radio or television.
You must not consider anything that you may have read or
heard about the case outside of this courtroom, whether
before or during the trial.

After the case is submitted to you, you must discuss it
only in the jury room with your fellow jurors. The attorneys
and the parties in this case have been advised that they are
not to talk to you at all, so if you do see them out during
lunch breaks or overnight or whatever in the community, if

they do not speak to you, they're merely following the
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Court's instructions.

It is important that you keep an open mind and not
decide any issue in the case until all of the evidence has
been presented, the parties have made their closing arguments
and I have instructed you on the law in this case.

It is your solemn responsibility to determine the guilt
or innocence of the defendant -- the defendants, and your
verdict must be based solely on the evidence that is
presented to you in this trial and on the law as I instruct
it at the close of the trial.

In just a moment the solicitor will make what is called
an opening statement in which the solicitor will explain to
you what the issues in the case are or at least what he
thinks the issues in the case are. The attorney for the
defendants may also make an opening statement, but they are
not required to do so.

What the attorneys tell you during their opening
statements is not evidence in the case; it is only their
contention as to what the issues are. The evidence in this
case will be presented to you by the testimony of the sworn
witnesses from the witness stand and/or by any exhibits that
may be introduced into evidence.

From time to time during the trial, you may hear one of
the lawyers say something like, "Your Honor, I have a

question of law or a matter of law to discuss with you," or
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"May we approach the bench," or sometimes I myself may find
it necessary to excuse you from the courtroom for a short
while so the attorneys and I can discuss a matter of law.

The reason for this is because you are the judges of the
facts in this case, and sometimes when I am discussing
matters of law with the attorneys, it may be necessary for me
to make some comment as to the facts in connection with
ruling as to whether or not a particular law applies.

I'm not supposed to tell you what I think the facts are,
so I will excuse you from the courtroom while these
discussions take place so that you in no way will be
influenced by anything that I might say or do in connection
with the facts.

In determining what the true facts are in this case, you
must decide whether or not the testimony of the witness is
believable. It is my responsibility to rule as a matter of
law as to whether certain testimony is admissible or not, but
once the testimony is admitted, whether or not you believe it
is solely for you to determine.

In deciding whether to believe a witness, you have the
right to consider the interest of any witness, the bias of
any witness, the prejudice of any witness, the opportunity
for the witness to have seen the matters and the things about
which the witness may testify and the way the witness acts on

the witness stand.
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You have a right to consider anything that is in the
record that will help you evaluate the testimony of the
witnesses. That means it is your duty to pay close attention

to these witnesses, to observe the witnesses, to listen to
the witnesses and to pay close attention to the attorneys and
to the Court.

Don't let your thoughts wander, but give strict
attention to the testimony in this case so that at the end of
all the testimony, after the arguments of counsel and the
charge on the law by the Court, you will then be in a
position to determine what the true facts are and to apply
the facts to the law and render a true and justice verdict.

It will be the added duty of the foreperson, which I
will appoint at a later time, to preside over the jury room.
That does not mean that this foreperson has any greater
authority or weight to their vote. The foreperson is merely
the liaison to the Court to let us know if you need anything.

Any objections to the opening charge from either the
State or from the defense?

MR. PASCOE: No, Your Honor.

MR. BANKS: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Solicitor, you may proceed.

MR. PASCOE: Thank you, Your Honor. May it please the
Court.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.
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MR. PASCOE: On February the 13th of last year,

Kim Livingston received a phone call she hoped she was going
to get for several months. Her 17-year-old daughter,
Kymmara, wanted to come back home.

Kymmara had some issues. She had some poor judgment,
like a lot of 17-year-olds, including, unfortunately, some of
the people she hung out with.

But Kymmara had at least two things going for her.
First, she had a mother who cared for her, wanted what was
best for her. And second, she was only 17 years old. She
had her entire life ahead of her. A bright young girl with
her entire life ahead of her until it was taken away by those
two men right there, Jerry and Bryant McKnight.

It was taken away from her when they took her down a
road not far from here in St. Matthews, right down Highway 6,
and they executed her. They executed her out of malice.

They executed her because they didn't think anybody cared
about Kymmara. They executed her because they thought they
could get away with it.

And what we're asking of you this week, ladies and
gentlemen, is that you prove them wrong. You let them know
that they're not going to get away with this brutal, wviolent
and cowardly act in Calhoun County.

Ladies and gentlemen, good morning. As you know, my

name's David Pascoe, and I'm your solicitor, and I'm going to
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be prosecuting the case on behalf of the State of South
Carolina. Also prosecuting this case with me are the two
prosecutors I assigned to this case: My first assistant,
Don Sorenson, and assistant solicitor, Kyle Ward.

And sitting with us this week is going to be one of the
lead investigators in this case, Stanley Graham from the
Calhoun County Sheriff's Department. And seated behind the
State's table on the first row are Ms. Kim Livingston and
some of the family members and friends of Kymmara Randolph.

And on behalf of both the State of South Carolina and
Kymmara's family, I want to thank each and every one of you
for your service. It's often said that jury duty is the most
important duty you can perform for your country, and I
certainly concur with that.

And as I go forward, let me ask you to do one thing,
which is please forgive me for this allergy I've been
fighting for the past week and a half and bear with me. But
the other thing I'm going to do is I'm going to very briefly
go over the law with you with regards to these charges
against the defendants.

I promise to be brief because you're going to have a
number of opportunities to hear about the law. The most
important time's going to come when Judge Murphy charges you
on the law before you're asked to render your verdicts, so

I'll be very brief.
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The first charge that we're talking about is the charge
of murder. And while murder's the most heinous crime a
person can commit, it has probably the shortest and simplest
definition of any crime in our books. Murder is defined as
the unlawful killing of another with malice aforethought,
either express or implied. That's it. The unlawful killing
of another with malice aforethought.

Premeditation. Even though I submit we will prove we
have it in this case, premeditation is not an element of
murder. All you have to have is malice aforethought.

And malice has a number of definitions. 1It's a person
devoid of social responsibility. It's an intentional act of
violence. Simply put, if you put 12 bullets in a human
being, six in the head, six in the body and they die, that's
murder.

Next the defendants are charged with kidnapping.
Kidnapping is nothing more than the unlawful seizure of a
person. It's the unlawful carrying away of a person. If you
trick a person into getting in a car with you to go for a
ride only to end up killing them, that's kidnapping. If you
physically grab a person out of the back seat of a car and
drag them to the back of the car, that's a kidnapping.

Now, with regards to both the murder and the kidnapping
indictments in this case, with those charges, in South

Carolina, the hand of one is the hand of all, meaning if two
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or more people set out to commit a crime together, each is
guilty of that crime no matter what roles they play. That's
why two people, 20 people, can be guilty of murder even
though only one person pulls the trigger and only one bullet
kills the wvictim.

Now, the last charge in this case, it just applies to
Jerry McKnight, is possession of a firearm by a person
convicted of a violent crime. We're going to prove that back
in February of 2014, the defendant was not even allowed to
possess a firearm, Jerry McKnight, because he has a violent
crime conviction for trafficking crack cocaine.

Now, the standard of proof which the State must prove
the defendants guilt, as you all know, is proof beyond a
reasonable doubt. And this phrase means exactly as it
sounds. It's not proof beyond any doubt. It's not proof
beyond any possible doubt. 1It's proof beyond a reasonable
doubt.

The simple fact of the matter is we have doubts about
everything in this world. Some may doubt whether the earth
revolves around the sun, but you have to ask yourself, is it
reasonable.

And in essence, what proof beyond a reasonable doubt
means is after you've looked at all the evidence, not just a
piece of the evidence, one part, but after you'wve looked at

all of the evidence, if you're firmly convinced, just firmly
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convinced of the defendants' guilt, you must find them
guilty. And I submit the evidence will leave you much, much
more than firmly convinced.

You're going to hear that Kymmara Randolph was 17 years
old. She already had her GED and was already enrolled at
OC Tech. Sometime around Thanksgiving of 2013, she decided
she wanted to move out of the house. She moved in with a
friend not far from here in Orangeburg County.

Ms. Livingston's going to tell you she stayed in
constant contact with her daughter. Loved her, still was
trying to look out for her, hoping she would come back home.
Unfortunately, one of the people that Kymmara hung out with
back in January/February of 2014 was Bryant McKnight.

You're going to hear that these two defendants are
brothers, and that back on February the 2nd of 2014, there
was a burglary at their family home, a suspicious burglary.
I submit suspicious because you're going to hear there was
very little help with law enforcement to try to solve the
burglary. There was very little cooperation in who committed
it or who was involved or what items were taken.

But one thing that did come out of this was that Bryant
McKnight and Jerry McKnight were looking for whoever they
thought might be involved in that home invasion, that
burglary. And for