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DECEMBER 14, 2022 1 

(WHEREUPON, the proceedings began at 11:15 a.m.) 2 

 THE COURT:  All right, sir.   3 

 MR. BARLOW:  Thank you, Your Honor.  May it please the 4 

Court.  Russ Barlow on behalf of the State of South Carolina.  5 

This is the post-conviction relief matter of Erick M. Willard 6 

versus the State, Case Number 2020-CP-33-248 out of Marion 7 

County.   8 

 Applicant was indicted at the July 2017 term of the 9 

Marion County Grand Jury for trafficking in cocaine, third 10 

offense; possession with intent to distribute cocaine base, 11 

third offense; possession with intent to distribute methadone, 12 

third offense; and possession with intent to distribute 13 

marijuana, second offense.  Indictment Number 2017-GS-33-14 

00322. 15 

 Applicant was represented by Assistant Public Defenders 16 

Vick Meetze and Franklin Chandler, and Assistant Solicitor 17 

Fitzlee H. McEachin prosecuted the case.  Applicant's case 18 

proceeded to a jury trial November 13th through the 15th, 19 

2017, before the Honorable William H. Seals, Jr.   20 

 The jury convicted applicant as indicted.  Judge Seals 21 

sentenced applicant to serve concurrent terms of 30 years for 22 

trafficking cocaine, 30 years for possession with intent to 23 

distribute cocaine, 20 years for possession with intent to 24 

distribute methadone, and 10 years for possession with intent 25 
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to distribute marijuana.  Additionally, Judge Seals ordered 1 

applicant to pay a fine of $50,000 for the trafficking in 2 

cocaine conviction.   3 

 Applicant appealed.  Appellate defender Kathrine H. 4 

Hudgins perfected applicant's appeal by filing an Anders brief 5 

to the Court of Appeals presenting a single issue, and the 6 

Court of Appeals dismissed the appeal in an unpublished 7 

decision, Willard v. State, 2020-UP-062, filed March 11th, 8 

2020.  The remittitur was returned to the Circuit Court on May 9 

5th, 2020.   10 

 Applicant timely filed this PCR action on May 6th, 2020, 11 

and applicant in his original application asserted multiple 12 

allegations of ineffective assistance of counsel.  Respondent 13 

filed its return on November 2nd, 2020, and on November -- 14 

excuse me -- November 28th, 2022, counsel for applicant 15 

amended the PCR application.   16 

 So at this time, Your Honor, we would just ask 17 

applicant's counsel to state for the record which allegations 18 

he anticipates moving forward with, and I have the packet for 19 

you, Your Honor.   20 

 THE COURT:  All right, sir.   21 

 MR. BARLOW:  I apologize for not handing that up earlier. 22 

 THE COURT:  That’s okay. 23 

 Mr. Bailey? 24 

 MR. BAILEY:  Thank you, Your Honor.  May it please the 25 
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Court. 1 

 Judge, as indicated in the amended application for post-2 

conviction relief, a copy of which I believe has just been 3 

handed up to you, the first allegation is that Mr. Willard 4 

alleges his constitutional rights were violated when his 5 

counsel failed to argue that his statement should be 6 

suppressed based upon an implied threat by law enforcement.   7 

 And number two, Your Honor, that his counsel failed to 8 

move to suppress any of the drugs located outside of the 9 

applicant's bedroom in the house where the incident took 10 

place.   11 

 THE COURT:  Okay.  All right.  I'm ready, sir.   12 

 MR. BAILEY:  Your Honor, at this time, our first witness 13 

will be Mr. Willard.   14 

 THE CLERK:  Mr. Willard, if you’ll put your left hand on 15 

the Bible.  Raise your right hand as much as you can.  Do you 16 

swear or affirm that the testimony you give will be the truth, 17 

the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 18 

 THE APPLICANT:  I do. 19 

 THE COURT:  Proceed, sir.   20 

 MR. BAILEY:  Thank you, Your Honor.  May it please the 21 

Court.  22 

      ERICK WILLARD, being first duly 23 

sworn, testified as follows: 24 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 25 
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BY MR. BAILEY: 1 

Q: Mr. Willard, if I may, you're kind of soft spoken.   2 

A: Right.   3 

Q: And this is a big courtroom.  You've got the judge over 4 

here, and we've got the State over here.  If you'll just 5 

please keep your voice up so we can all hear you.  Okay?  6 

A: Okay.   7 

Q: For the record, sir, will you please state your South 8 

Carolina Department of Corrections identification number? 9 

A: Erick Willard, 265040.   10 

Q: And, Mr. Willard, you are currently in the Department of 11 

Corrections; correct?   12 

A: Correct.   13 

Q: And you heard the assistant attorney general place on the 14 

record the charges that you were convicted of and the 15 

sentences you received for those? 16 

A: Yes.   17 

Q: Are those accurate?   18 

A: Yes.   19 

Q: And you were sentenced as the result of a trial; correct? 20 

A: Correct.  21 

Q: Do you recall who represented you at trial, sir?   22 

A: Mr. Meetze and Mr. Chandler.   23 

Q: Okay.  And were those retained counsel or did you obtain 24 

their services through the Public Defender's Office? 25 
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A: The Public Defender.   1 

Q: And this was a drug search case at your -- at a 2 

residence; is that correct?   3 

A: Correct.   4 

Q: Can you tell the Court about this residence, how many 5 

bedrooms there were?  Who were the occupants?   6 

A: It was three bedrooms.  The occupants was Jonathan 7 

Reeves, Leroy Owens, and Jean Curtis McBride, and myself.   8 

Q: And the lease agreement or the rental agreement for this 9 

house, was it in your name?   10 

A: No.  No. 11 

Q: Were you just staying in a bedroom?  Did you have a -- is 12 

it a multi-story house?  Did you have a whole floor? 13 

A: No, I had a bedroom.  I was just -- just there. 14 

Q: Okay. 15 

A: Basically, just there.   16 

Q: Okay.  So you were just a tenant; is that correct?   17 

A: Yeah.   18 

Q: Were any of the -- the bills for the house -- were they 19 

in your name?   20 

A: No.  No, none of the bills. 21 

Q: Was there anything other than you staying in a bedroom 22 

that tied you to this residence? 23 

A: That's it.   24 

Q: And can you tell the Court briefly about how the search 25 
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came about, what happened during the search?   1 

A: I remember it was early in the morning.  I was in the bed 2 

asleep, and I hear, boom, boom, sheriff office.  They kicked 3 

in the door, threw a -- I think, I guess a flash grenade bomb 4 

or whatever, and -- and it went off, and the sheriffs came in 5 

my room and secured me or something, you know.   6 

Q: Okay.  And when they detained you, did they place you in 7 

handcuffs?   8 

A: At first, yeah, they did.   9 

Q: Okay.   10 

A: Yeah. 11 

Q: Where did they take you inside the residence? 12 

A: They took me to the living room.   13 

Q: Okay.  And were there any other occupants of the house in 14 

the living room?   15 

A: Yes.  Everybody that was in the house that night, that 16 

morning was in the living room.   17 

Q: Okay.  Were they also in handcuffs?   18 

A: Yes, sir.   19 

Q: Now, one of the issues that came up in your trial was a 20 

statement that you made?   21 

A: Right.   22 

Q: Do you recall what your statement was?   23 

A: Yeah, I do.   24 

Q: What was the statement that you made?   25 

237



ERICK WILLARD - DIRECT BY MR. BAILEY 

- 10 - 

 

A: I remember -- I think it was Agent Collins.  Yeah, Agent 1 

Collins.  He asked me about some drugs.  I said I ain't know 2 

nothing about no drugs in the house.  I know about everything 3 

that’s in my room.  Whatever was in my room was mine.  I don't 4 

know nothing about no other drugs.   5 

Q: When you were taken into the living room, were you under 6 

the impression that the other members of the household were 7 

being arrested?   8 

A: Yeah, because everybody was in handcuffs.  So yeah.   9 

Q: And your statement about taking ownership of the drugs in 10 

the house, why did you make that statement?   11 

A: Because I -- the stuff that was in my room, it wasn’t -- 12 

it was a small amount.  So that's why I took ownership.  So 13 

that's so. 14 

Q: Okay.  And did your attorneys file or move to suppress 15 

your statement?   16 

A: I don’t think so.   17 

Q: Did they ever make a motion to suppress your statement 18 

based upon -- 19 

A: Yes, they did. 20 

Q: -- an implied threat?   21 

A: They did.  They had a Jackson v. Denno hearing, I guess, 22 

outside of the -- the jury, and that -- right.   23 

Q: Do you recall if your attorneys argued that it should be 24 

suppressed based upon an implied threat by law enforcement? 25 
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A: No.   1 

 THE COURT:  So let me ask it.  Was there a Jackson v. 2 

Denno hearing? 3 

 MR. BAILEY:  There was, Your Honor.   4 

 THE COURT:  Okay.   5 

BY MR. BAILEY: 6 

Q: Did your attorneys make any types of motions to suppress 7 

the drugs that were found outside of your bedroom that you had 8 

claimed ownership of?   9 

A: No.   10 

Q: Would you have wanted your attorneys to make those 11 

motions on your behalf?   12 

A: Most definitely, yeah.   13 

Q: And did they have any discussions with you about making 14 

these motions on your behalf?   15 

A: No.   16 

Q: Is there anything else that you would like to tell Judge 17 

McFaddin about these allegations this morning, Mr. Willard?   18 

A: No.  I just wanted a fair trial, man.  That's all I 19 

wanted, and I didn't get it.   20 

Q: And you're asking the Court to vacate your conviction and 21 

award you a new trial; correct?   22 

A: Exactly.   23 

 MR. BAILEY:  Please answer any questions that the State 24 

has for you or that Judge McFaddin may have for you.  Okay? 25 
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 THE COURT:  Mr. Barlow?   1 

 MR. BARLOW:  Thank you, Your Honor.  May it please the 2 

Court.   3 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 4 

BY MR. BARLOW: 5 

Q: Good -- it’s still morning.  Good morning, Mr. Willard.  6 

How are you doing today?   7 

A: All right.   8 

Q: And you're here today alleging that your trial counsel 9 

was ineffective; correct?   10 

A: Correct.   11 

Q: And I just want to confirm for the record that you 12 

understand that the relief that this Court can grant you is a 13 

new trial.  You go back to day one, all indictments come back 14 

on, and you can be retried for everything that you were 15 

indicted on initially? 16 

A: Okay.   17 

Q: Okay.  What was the sentence that you received?   18 

A: 30 years concurrent.   19 

Q: Okay.  And so you were charged with trafficking cocaine, 20 

third offense.  Do you know what the -- what the maximum is 21 

for that?   22 

A: I think 25.   23 

Q: That's the minimum mandatory; right?  30 is the max.  How 24 

about possession with intent to distribute cocaine base, third 25 
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offense?   1 

A: 20, maybe.  No, 30.   2 

Q: It’s 30 years.   3 

A: Yeah.   4 

Q: Possession with intent to distribute methadone, third 5 

offense? 6 

A: 20?  10? 7 

Q: 20 years.   8 

A: Okay.   9 

Q: And possession with intent to distribute marijuana, 10 

second offense? 11 

A: 10 years.   12 

Q: Correct.  And if the solicitor chose though, you were 13 

exposing yourself to 90 years versus the 30 that you got at 14 

your first trial?   15 

A: Okay.   16 

Q: And you still wish to proceed with this? 17 

A: Yes. 18 

Q: Knowing that you're facing 90 -- a potential 90 years? 19 

A: Yes.   20 

Q: Okay.  Explain to me what you meant by a fair trial.  21 

What was unfair in your trial?   22 

A: I asked him to suppress those -- the drugs and the 23 

statement, and he didn’t.  I had witnesses that was coming to 24 

testify.   25 
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Q: Who?  Well, let me stop you right there.  Let's start 1 

with the first item here, that you asked him to suppress the 2 

evidence.  What evidence was that again?   3 

A: The drugs.   4 

Q: Okay.  Which drugs?   5 

A: The drugs they found in the house.   6 

Q: Okay.  And do you recall that he did object and motioned 7 

the Court to suppress that evidence?  Do you recall having a 8 

Jackson v. Denno hearing?  How about that?   9 

A: I do.   10 

Q: Okay.  And do you recall that he objected in there to the 11 

-- 12 

A: The statement.   13 

Q: Yeah, your statement; right?  And then -- 14 

 MR. BARLOW:  I beg the Court’s indulgence.  Let me 15 

withdraw that question.   16 

BY MR. BARLOW: 17 

Q: How about this?  You wanted him to have the drugs 18 

suppressed; correct?   19 

A: Uh-huh. 20 

Q: Okay.  And the drugs that were found in the house or in 21 

your bedroom? 22 

A: In the house.   23 

Q: Okay.  So the house?  In the totality of the house; 24 

correct?   25 
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A: Right.   1 

Q: Okay.  And how would he have gone about doing that?  2 

A: Filed a motion, I guess.   3 

Q: Okay.  How about the drugs found inside your bedroom? 4 

A: I took ownership of that.   5 

Q: Okay.  So you wanted him to move to suppress only the 6 

drugs that were not found in your bedroom?   7 

A: Right, absolutely.  I took ownership of that.   8 

Q: Okay. 9 

A: I didn't know nothing about nothing else that was found 10 

around the house or whatever.   11 

Q: Okay.   12 

A: It was multiple people in there.   13 

Q: And what was your statement to police when you were in 14 

the living room?   15 

A: I think they was kind of asking me whose drugs is it.  I 16 

said I don't know nothing about no other drugs but what's in 17 

my room.   18 

Q: Okay.  And what did -- 19 

A: He was, like -- what did he say?  He said this is your 20 

residence and you guys have -- this is your residence and the 21 

drugs are yours, and he said if you don't take ownership, then 22 

everybody goes to jail and things like -- 23 

Q: Are you -- 24 

A: Huh?   25 
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Q: Are you familiar with the hand of one is the hand of all? 1 

A: No.   2 

Q: This was your third offense on multiple cases.  So you -- 3 

you've had previous law enforcement interact -- interactions; 4 

correct?   5 

A: Yeah.  It was years ago.   6 

Q: Okay.  Do you know what constructive is versus actual 7 

possession?   8 

A: I think constructive is I -- if I possessed a million of 9 

them, like residents or whatever, like an area, that's 10 

constructive.  It actually was. 11 

Q: My last question is the investigator in this, he -- or 12 

the officer, he -- he made a statement in your -- in the 13 

Jackson v. Denno hearing that you said that you would take all 14 

the drugs after he told you that -- that everyone was going to 15 

jail unless someone took ownership of those drugs, and you 16 

said that you would take ownership of all the drugs.  Did you 17 

say that?   18 

A: No.  I said I would take ownership of the drugs in my 19 

room.   20 

Q: Okay.  So the officer was incorrect? 21 

A: Yeah.   22 

Q: Okay.   23 

 MR. BARLOW:  No further questions, Your Honor.   24 

 THE COURT:  Mr. Bailey? 25 
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 MR. BAILEY:  I have no follow-up questions for Mr. 1 

Willard, Your Honor. 2 

 THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Willard, you may step down.  3 

Thank you.   4 

 Mr. Bailey, anything else?   5 

 MR. BAILEY:  Nothing on behalf of the applicant, Your 6 

Honor.   7 

 THE COURT:  All right, sir. 8 

 Mr. Barlow? 9 

 MR. BARLOW:  Yes, sir.  We’d call Vick Meetze, please.  10 

 THE CLERK:  Do you swear or affirm that the testimony you 11 

give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 12 

truth, so help you God?  13 

 THE WITNESS:  I do.   14 

 THE COURT:  Proceed, sir.   15 

 MR. BARLOW:  Thank you, sir.   16 

      W. VICKERY MEETZE, being first 17 

duly sworn, testified as follows: 18 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 19 

BY MR. BARLOW: 20 

Q: Good morning, Mr. Meetze.  How are you?   21 

A: I'm well, thank you. 22 

Q: So how long have you been practicing law?   23 

A: 23 years.   24 

Q: And how much of that has been criminal law?   25 
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A: 20 years.  Oh.  Excuse me.  I'm sorry.  All 23 is 1 

criminal law, 20 as a criminal defense lawyer.   2 

Q: And were you appointed or retained to represent applicant 3 

in this case?   4 

A: Appointed. 5 

Q: Okay.  And roughly how long before his trial were you 6 

appointed?   7 

A: Well, our office was appointed I would imagine from the 8 

start.  I didn’t really get involved in it until probably the 9 

week before the trial.   10 

Q: Okay.  Well, during the time that you represented him, 11 

did you review discovery?   12 

A: Yes.  We went over discovery.  And Franklin Chandler, 13 

who's our full-time attorney in the Marion office, of course, 14 

had spoken with him prior to that, but --  15 

Q: But you did review discovery with him? 16 

A: Correct. 17 

Q: Okay.  And can you give us a brief overview -- overview 18 

of your understanding of the State's evidence in this case? 19 

A: The Marion County Combined Drug Unit had a search warrant 20 

issued for that address based on controlled purchases of drugs 21 

from that residence over the recent past or, you know, a 22 

little before the -- the search warrant was served.  I think 23 

they had a number of drug buys that they’d listed in their 24 

affidavit that where Mr. Willard was the individual on video 25 

246



W. VICKERY MEETZE - DIRECT BY MR. BARLOW 

- 19 - 

 

that had sold drugs to confidential informants.  They got a 1 

search warrant based on that.   2 

 They issued the search warrant early in the morning on a 3 

particular morning.  There were a number of folks in the 4 

residence, Mr. Willard included.  I want to say, like, five or 5 

so folks were there.  Law enforcement indicated that they 6 

gathered everyone up into one room in the house.  I think they 7 

indicated that they explained the search warrant to Mr. -- 8 

when I say they, I mean Agent Mark Collins explained the 9 

search warrant to Mr. Willard and conducted a search of the 10 

house.   11 

 A lot of the search was focused on -- well, they searched 12 

the whole house, but they found a number of different things 13 

in what was purported to be Mr. Willard’s bedroom.  They found 14 

cell phones, a tablet.  They found some drugs in a jacket in a 15 

closet.  Agent Collins found some crack cocaine that appeared 16 

to have been tried to be shoved down a bathroom sink, I 17 

believe.   18 

 When Mr. Collins was searching maybe the bathroom, he 19 

heard one of the agents that was outside the house indicate 20 

that they had located substances outside of the house.  Agent 21 

Collins noticed at that time that the bathroom that he was in 22 

the window was open.  He went out there and could see.  And 23 

then he went outside the house himself and collected that 24 

evidence as well.  I think that was the cocaine -- not 25 
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cocaine, but I think that was the powder cocaine that was 1 

located in bags outside of the residence. 2 

 And after all of the substances that they ended up 3 

finding and marking as evidence and putting in the appropriate 4 

evidence bags was found, Agent Collins indicated that he 5 

addressed all of the occupants of the house, went over all of 6 

their Miranda rights with them, asked them if they understood 7 

those rights, and asked them if they wished to -- they all 8 

indicated that they did understand their rights.  He asked 9 

them if anybody wished to speak, and that Mr. Willard said he 10 

did wish to speak and that Mr. Willard's statement -- 11 

according to law enforcement, nothing was recorded through 12 

audio or video recording.  It was recorded in an incident 13 

report, but nothing that we could see or hear.   14 

 That his statement was that he was claiming all of the 15 

drugs, both inside and outside of the residence, and that he 16 

did not want anyone else to go to jail.  And that was the -- 17 

primarily the -- the evidence in the case.   18 

Q: Okay.  Thank you.  And based on that evidence, were you 19 

able to craft a defense strategy?   20 

A: Well, I mean, it was a reasonable doubt strategy.  I 21 

mean, I don't -- I don't think Mr. Willard testified.  So Mr. 22 

Willard never indicated to me -- I didn't see any sort of 23 

coercion.  I didn't see any kind of intimidation or anything 24 

like that based on the testimony that was presented.   25 
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Q: So in your -- in your opinion as an attorney, a criminal 1 

-- or an attorney for as long as you've been, that an officer 2 

informing someone in a house that they are going to arrest 3 

everyone if -- if someone doesn't take ownership of these 4 

drugs, that was not -- that was not an implied threat in your 5 

opinion?   6 

A: I don't think so.  I think that's pretty normal.  And 7 

that's -- that's something that does happen quite often.  We 8 

get cases all the time where a group of folks that were in one 9 

vehicle where drugs were found in there and all of them were 10 

arrested.  So -- 11 

Q: And -- and that kind of falls under the hand of one is 12 

the hand of all law? 13 

A: It -- it can.  I mean, you know, there's -- there's a lot 14 

to that law other than just those words. 15 

Q: Right. 16 

A: But it can.   17 

Q: Right. 18 

A: It can be applied.  It can be an accomplice liability 19 

situation.  But I didn't -- I didn't see any -- in my mind any 20 

viable suppression motion to get the drugs suppressed.  I 21 

thought the search warrant was valid.  I didn't see anything 22 

out of the ordinary or out of -- or unusual about the way he 23 

questioned the occupants of the house and obtained the 24 

statement.  The -- the drugs that were found were found in 25 
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places that would have been reasonable to search.   1 

 I didn't see a basis for suppressing that evidence.  We 2 

did try to suppress Mr. Willard's statement, but that was 3 

obviously not successful.   4 

Q: And you -- and so you did that at the Jackson v. Denno 5 

hearing? 6 

 MR. BARLOW:  And that would be -- Your Honor, that's page 7 

42, lines 7 through 14.   8 

BY MR. BARLOW: 9 

Q: And you also -- do you recall you renewed that objection 10 

at page 98, Your Honor [sic]?   11 

A: Yes.   12 

Q: Do you recall doing that?   13 

A: Yes, sir.   14 

Q: Okay.  Let me ask you, do you believe that you would have 15 

been successful if you had moved to suppress the drugs found 16 

outside of petitioner's bedroom?   17 

A: I do not.   18 

Q: Okay.  And was that your strategic reason for not 19 

objecting or -- 20 

A: I mean, I -- 21 

Q: -- moving to suppress those?   22 

A: I didn't necessarily -- it wasn’t necessarily strategy.  23 

I didn't see a basis for it, outside of frivolity, and I just 24 

-- and I didn't -- I didn't make a motion to suppress the 25 
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evidence based on not feeling like there was a basis for 1 

making that motion.   2 

Q: Do you stand by your representation of Mr. Willard?   3 

A: I do. 4 

 MR. BARLOW:  Thank you.  Nothing further, Your Honor.  5 

 THE COURT:  Mr. Bailey? 6 

 MR. BAILEY:  Thank you, Your Honor.  May it please the 7 

Court.   8 

 THE COURT:  Yes, sir.   9 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 10 

BY MR. BAILEY: 11 

Q: Good morning, Mr. Meetze.   12 

A: Good morning, sir.   13 

Q: The State just asked you about the Jackson v. Denno 14 

hearing?   15 

A: Yes.   16 

Q: It is true that you did not move to exclude his statement 17 

or suppress his statement on the ground of an implied threat; 18 

is that correct?   19 

A: That is correct.   20 

Q: And so that issue was not preserved for appeal? 21 

A: It was not.  It wasn't raised nor preserved.   22 

Q: The drug issue.  I understand you did not file a motion 23 

to suppress the drugs outside of Mr. Willard's bedroom or that 24 

were found outside of the house; correct?   25 
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A: Correct.   1 

Q: You could have argued that it was constructive possession 2 

at a minimum for Mr. Willard since he claims ownership of the 3 

drugs in his bedroom? 4 

A: Well, the evidence at trial was that he claims evidence 5 

of all of the drugs inside of the house and outside of the 6 

house. 7 

Q: Did you and Mr. Chandler explain to him actual and 8 

constructive possession of the drugs?   9 

A: I can't remember whether we specifically did or not.  We 10 

probably did.  I mean, this was clearly a constructive 11 

possession case.  So --   12 

Q: Did you research any case law to support the position 13 

about drugs being found in common areas where there are 14 

multiple tenants of a residence?   15 

A: I don't recall.  No, I don't think we researched any case 16 

law in regards to that.   17 

Q: Okay.  And if you wanted to file the motion to suppress 18 

the drugs outside of Mr. Willard's bedroom, you would have 19 

informed him that he would have had to have testified to 20 

support that; correct?   21 

A: Yeah.  I mean, had we done -- filed such a motion, then  22 

-- and if at any time it would have been necessary for him to 23 

testify, we would have informed him of that.   24 

Q: And did you all discuss with him his ability or his right 25 
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to testify?   1 

A: Yes.   2 

Q: Even in a suppression hearing?   3 

A: I don't know.  We didn't have a suppression hearing.  So 4 

I'm sure we didn't talk to him about the right to testify at a 5 

suppression hearing because we never filed a motion for a 6 

suppression hearing.   7 

Q: All right.   8 

 MR. BAILEY:  Thank you, Mr. Meetze.  I don't have any 9 

further questions.   10 

 MR. BARLOW:  Very briefly, Your Honor.   11 

 THE COURT:  Yes, sir.   12 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 13 

BY MR. BARLOW: 14 

Q: Mr. Meetze? 15 

A: Yes, sir.   16 

Q: Did Mr. Willard ever admit to the drugs being his?   17 

A: Not to me, not that I can recall.   18 

Q: Okay.   19 

A: Now, there was evidence presented at trial that he 20 

admitted to them being his, but I wasn't in that room at that 21 

address on that evening.  But he never admitted to me that the 22 

drugs were his.   23 

 MR. BARLOW:  Thank you.  Nothing further. 24 

 THE COURT:  Mr. Bailey? 25 
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 MR. BAILEY:  Nothing further, Your Honor. 1 

 THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you, sir.  Thank you.   2 

 MR. BARLOW:  Your Honor, I beg the Court’s indulgence. 3 

 THE COURT:  Yes, sir.   4 

 MR. BARLOW:  Your Honor? 5 

 THE COURT:  Yes, sir. 6 

 MR. BARLOW:  No further witnesses.   7 

 THE COURT:  Okay.  All right.   8 

 Mr. Willard, I'm hearing a lot of these cases this week.  9 

It's going to be a few days before I issue a ruling.  I just 10 

want you to know that I'm not going to do it right now.  All 11 

right? 12 

 THE APPLICANT:  Thank you, sir.   13 

 THE COURT:  Thank y’all. 14 

 (WHEREUPON, the proceedings ended at 11:44 a.m.) 15 

 16 

 --- END REQUESTED TRANSCRIPT --- 17 
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State of South Carolina  )   

      )   Certificate 

County of Florence   ) 

 

I, the undersigned, Krystal J. Smith, Notary Public and 

Official Court Reporter III for the Twelfth Judicial Circuit 

of the State of South Carolina, do hereby certify that the 

foregoing pages, numbered 1 through 26, constitute a true, 

accurate, and complete Transcript of Record of all the 

proceedings had and evidence introduced in the hearing of the 

above captioned case, relative to appeal, in the Court of 

Common Pleas for Marion County, South Carolina, held in 

Florence County on the 14th day of December, 2022. 
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