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MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF DEADLINE TO FILE REPLY TO RESPONDENT'S 

RETURN TO APPELLANT'S MOTION TO STRIKE RESPONDENT'S INITIAL BRIEF 

AND DESIGNATION OF MATTER 

COMES NOW, the Appellant Dorothy Pierce, pro se, and respectfully moves this Honorable 

Court for an extension of time to file Appellant’s Reply to Respondent's Return to Appellant’s 

Motion to Strike Respondent's Initial Brief and Designation of Matter. In support of this motion, 

Appellant states as follows: 

BACKGROUND 

1. On March 19 2025, Respondent notified Appellant that they had filed a Return to 

Appellant’s Motion to Strike Respondent's Initial Brief and Designation of Matter. 

2. Despite this notification, Appellant has not yet received a copy of the filing. The only 

material provided by Respondent was an image of an envelope, allegedly containing the 

Return. 

3. As of the date of this filing, Appellant has still not been served with a complete and 

official copy of the Respondent’s Return. 

GROUNDS FOR EXTENSION 

4. On March 15, 2025, Appellant traveled to Africa to respond to an urgent family 

emergency involving the kidnapping of Appellant’s children’s caretaker. 
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5. Appellant will return to the United States on April 2, 2025. 

6. Since arriving in Africa, Appellant has faced severe challenges accessing the South 

Carolina Court’s online portal (SCCOURTS.ORG), which appears to restrict access from 

certain regions, including Africa. 

7. Without access to the online portal and without having received a copy of the 

Respondent’s Return, Appellant is unable to prepare a meaningful and proper reply. 

8. These circumstances are beyond Appellant’s control and warrant a reasonable extension 

of time. 

REQUEST FOR RELIEF 

9. Appellant respectfully requests an extension of 21 days from the date Appellant receives 

a complete copy of Respondent’s Return to file the Reply. 

10. Alternatively, set a new deadline of April 15 2025 to allow Appellant adequate time to 

review Respondent’s filing and prepare the Reply. 

11. If the Court cannot grant an extension, Appellant respectfully requests that the Court 

furnish Appellant with a copy of the Response in PDF format so that Appellant can 

prepare a reply. Due to technical difficulties accessing SCCOURTS.org, Appellant has 

been unable to download any filed documents. 

Respectfully submitted, March 23, 2025 
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____________________________________________________________________________ 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I, Dorothy Pierce, hereby certify that on this 23rd day of March 2025, I served the Motion for 

Extension in the above-captioned appeal upon opposing counsel by U.S. Mail, with proper 

postage affixed, addressed to the counsel's last known mailing addresses as follows: 

 

Charles A. Kinney 

Kenan G. Loomis (Pro Hac Vice) 

COZEN O’CONNOR 

301 S. College Street Suite 2100, Charlotte, NC 28202 

(704) 348-3471 

cakinney@cozen.com/ kloomis@cozen.com 

 

W. Shawn Bingham 

FREEMAN MATHIS & GARY 

100 Galleria Parkway, Suite 1600 

Atlanta, GA 30339 

sbingham@fmglaw.com 

Mar 24 2025



 

Chad R. Bowman 

Maxwell S. Mishkin 

BALLARD SPAHR LLP 

1909 K. Street NW, 12th Floor 

Washington, DC 20006 

(202) 661-2200 

bowmanchad@ballardspahr.com 

mishkinm@ballardspahr.com 
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