From: cchase goodwynlaw.com

To: Court Of Appeals Filings

Cc: jgoodwyn goodwynlaw.com; Rhonda Patterson; Keesley, William P. Law Clerk (Samuel Kinard); Keesley, William
P.

Subject: The State v James R. Pratt - Appellate Case No.: 2025-000518

Date: Monday, March 24, 2025 5:10:05 PM

Attachments: doc10801820250324160114.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good afternoon —

Attached please find the proofs of service related to the notice of appeals filed March 14, 2025,
amended notice of appeal and proof of service for filing in connection with the above-referenced
matter.

Please file the originals and return a filed copy of same via email at your convenience.
Thank you.

Ms. Cesairé Nicole Chase, Legal Assistant
Goodwyn Law Firm, LLC

2309 Devine Street

Columbia, SC 29205

(803) 251-4517

(803) 251-4527 facsimile
cchase@goodwynlaw.com

CONFIDENTIAL & PRIVILEGED

Unless otherwise indicated or obvious from the nature of the following communication, the
information contained herein is attorney-client privileged and confidential information/work
product. The communication is intended for the use of the individual or entity named above.
If the reader of this transmission is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you
have received this communication in error or are not sure whether it is privileged, please
immediately notify us by return e-mail and destroy any copies, electronic, paper or otherwise,
which you may have of this communication.
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2309 Devine Street

. ) Columbia, South Carolina 29205
*Also Licensed in Georgia

Email:JGoodwyn@Goodwynlaw.com
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ounse

March 24, 2025

VIA E-FILING

The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings

Clerk of Court, South Carolina Court of Appeals
1220 Senate Street

Columbia, SC 29201

RE:  State of South Carolina v James Robert Pratt
C/A No.: 2020-GS-32-02711 and 2025-CP-32-00209
Appellate Case No.: 2025-000518
Our File No.: 6000-0056

Dear Ms. Kitchings:

Pursuant to correspondence dated March 19, 2024, enclosed for filing, please find the
original and one (1) copies of the Appellant’s Proof of Service regarding the Notice of Appeal
filed March 14, 2025, Amended Notice of Appeal and Proof of Service in connection to the above
referenced matter. Please file the original and return a filed copy via email.

As evidenced in the Proof of Service, I have previously served all interested parties, with
a copy of the Notice of Appeal.

Thank you for your attention to this matter and should you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,
P
TJG:cne

Enclosures

T. Jeff Goodwn,%/
cc: Rhonda W. Patterson, Esq.

Honorable William P. Keesley
(all via email)





IN THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the General Sessions

APPEAL FROM LEXINGTON COUNTY GENERAL SESSIONS

William P. Keesley, Presiding Judge

Case No. 2025-GS-32-00209
Appellate Case No.: 2025-000518

JAMES ROBERT PRATT ...c.oiviiiiiiiniiiee ettt te e e e en e Appellant,
V.
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ..., Respondent.
PROOF OF SERVICE

I certify that I have served the NOTICE OF APPEAL, on the following, VIA

EMALIL at the addresses listed below on this March 14, 2025.

Honorable William P. Keesley Rhonda W. Patterson, Deputy Solicitor
wkeeslevlc@sccourts.org 11th Judicial Circuit
wkeeslevj@sccourts.org 205 East Main Street, Suite 309

Lexington, SC. 29072
RPatterson@LexingtonCounty.SC.GOV

Respectfully Submitted,
GOODWYN LAW FIRM, LLC

/s/ T. JEFF GOODWYN, JR.
T. Jeff Goodwyn, Jr. (73789)
2309 Devine Street
Columbia, SC 29205
jgoodwyn@goodwynlaw.com






(803) 251-4517
(803) 251-4527 Facsimile
Attorney for Appellants

Columbia, South Carolina
March 24, 2025





cchase goodwynlaw.com

. -
From: cchase goodwynlaw.com
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 1:27 PM
To: Court Of Appeals Filings
Cc: Jjgoodwyn goodwynlaw.com; Rhonda Patterson; Keesley, William P. Law Clerk (Samuel
Kinard); Keesley, William P,
Subject: State of South Carolina v James Robert Pratt re NOTICE OF APPEAL - 2025GS3200209
Attachments: doc10760520250314122448.pdf
Tracking: Recipient Read
Court Of Appeals Filings
jgoodwyn goodwynlaw.com Read: 3/14/2025 1:35 PM

Rhonda Patterson
Keesley, William P. Law Clerk (Samuel Kinard)

Keesley, William P.

Good afternoon —

Attached please find a Notice of Appeal with regards to the above-referenced matter. A check in the amount of $250.00
has been placed in today’s mail.

Thank you.

Ms. Cesairé Nicole Chase, Legal Assistant
Goodwyn Law Firm, LLC

2309 Devine Street

Columbia, SC 29205

(803) 251-4517

(803) 251-4527 facsimile
cchase@goodwynlaw.com

CONFIDENTIAL & PRIVILEGED

Unless otherwise indicated or obvious from the nature of the following communication, the information
contained herein is attorney-client privileged and confidential information/work product. The communication is
intended for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this transmission is not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error or are not sure whether

it is privileged, please immediately notify us by return e-mail and destroy any copies, electronic, paper or
otherwise, which you may have of this communication.





IN THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the General Sessions

APPEAL FROM LEXINGTON COUNTY GENERAL SESSIONS

William P. Keesley, Presiding Judge

Case No. 2020-GS-32-02711
Appellate Case No.: 2025-000518

JAMES ROBERT PRATT.....oovvovvvvverrececeee e eve e eee e eseseseenene oo Appellant,
V.
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA .....veteeeie e, Respondent.
PROOF OF SERVICE

I certify that I have served the NOTICE OF APPEAL, on the following, VIA

EMAIL at the addresses listed below on this March 14, 2025.

Honorable William P. Keesley Rhonda W. Patterson, Deputy Solicitor
wkeeslevlc@sccourts.org 11th Judicial Circuit
wkeesleyj@sccourts.org 205 East Main Street, Suite 309

Lexington, SC. 29072
RPatterson@LexingtonCounty.SC.GOV

Respectfully Submitted,
GOODWYN LAW FIRM, LLC

/s/ T. JEFF GOODWYN, JR.
T. Jeff Goodwyn, Jr. (73789)
2309 Devine Street
Columbia, SC 29205
jgoodwyn@goodwynlaw.com






(803) 251-4517
(803) 251-4527 Facsimile
Attorney for Appellants

Columbia, South Carolina
March 24, 2025





cchase goodwynlaw.com
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From: cchase goodwynlaw.com
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 1:29 PM
To: Court Of Appeals Filings
Cc: Jjgoodwyn goodwynlaw.com; Rhonda Patterson; Keesley, William P. Law Clerk (Samuel
Kinard); Keesley, William P,
Subject: State of South Carolina v James Robert Pratt re NOTICE OF APPEAL - 2020GS302711
Attachments: doc10760720250314122603.pdf
Tracking: Recipient Read
Court Of Appeals Filings
jgoodwyn goodwynlaw.com Read: 3/14/2025 1:35 PM

Rhonda Patterson
Keesley, William P. Law Clerk (Samuel Kinard)
Keesley, William P.

Good afternoon —

Attached please find a Notice of Appeal with regards to the above-referenced matter. A check in the amount of $250.00
has been placed in today’s mail.

Thank you.

Ms. Cesairé Nicole Chase, Legal Assistant
Goodwyn Law Firm, LLC

2309 Devine Street

Columbia, SC 29205

(803) 251-4517

(803) 251-4527 facsimile
cchase@goodwynlaw.com

CONFIDENTIAL & PRIVILEGED

Unless otherwise indicated or obvious from the nature of the following communication, the information
contained herein is attorney-client privileged and confidential information/work product. The communication is
intended for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this transmission is not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error or are not sure whether

it is privileged, please immediately notify us by return e-mail and destroy any copies, electronic, paper or
otherwise, which you may have of this communication.





IN THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the General Sessions

APPEAL FROM LEXINGTON COUNTY GENERAL SESSIONS

William P. Keesley, Presiding Judge

Case No. 2025-GS-32-00209
Appellate Case No.: 2025-000518

JAMES ROBERT PRATT ....covmiriiiiice e e Appellant,
v.
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ...ttt e, Respondent.

AMENDED NOTICE OF FILING NOTICE OF APPEAL

COMES NOW the Defendant, James Robert Pratt, by and through his undersigned counsel,
hereby files his amended notice of appeal with the South Carolina Court of Appeals with regards to
the guilty plea entered on March 5, 2025. The basis for this plea is that Defendant lacked the
requisite capacity to enter into the plea. The court had concerns about Defendant’s capacity and
ordered him to have two separate evaluations as to whether he had the requisite capacity to enter into
the plea. There is a legitimate question as to whether Defendant was competent to enter into this
plea.

In addition, Defendant did not fully understand the possible sentences possibilities he faced
at the time of the plea. He was set to plead guilty to a charge of criminal sexual conduct, 31 degree

and an incest charge. The incest charge was brought within two weeks of the plea date. Defendant





did not understand that the incest charge carried the possible sentence that it did. Defendant received
the maximum sentence for the incest charge. There is a legitimate question as to whether Defendant

knowingly pled to charges, he understood the possible sentence for.
Respectfully submitted,

GOODWYN LAW FIRM, LLC

/s/ T. JEFF GOODWYN, JR.
T. Jeff Goodwyn, Jr., (73789)
2309 Devine Street
Columbia, SC 29205

(803) 251-4517

(803) 251-4527 Facsimile
jgoodwyn@goodwynlaw.com
Attorney for Defendant

Columbia, South Carolina
March 24, 2025





IN THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the General Sessions

APPEAL FROM LEXINGTON COUNTY GENERAL SESSIONS

William P. Keesley, Presiding Judge

Case No. 2025-GS-32-00209
Appellate Case No.: 2025-000518

JAMES ROBERT PRATT ..ottt et e e e e o Appellant,
V.
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ...ttt Respondent.
PROOF OF SERVICE

I certify that I have served the AMENDED NOTICE OF APPEAL, on the

following, VIA EMAIL at the addresses listed below on this March 24, 2025.

Honorable William P. Keesley Rhonda W. Patterson, Deputy Solicitor
wkeeslevlc@sccourts.org 11th Judicial Circuit
wkeesleyij@sccourts.org 205 East Main Street, Suite 309

Lexington, SC. 29072
RPatterson@lexingtonCounty.SC.GOV

Respectfully Submitted,
GOODWYN LAW FIRM, LLC

/s/ T. JEFF GOODWYN, JR.
T. Jeff Goodwyn, Jr. (73789)
2309 Devine Street
Columbia, SC 29205
igoodwyn@goodwynlaw.com






(803) 251-4517
(803) 251-4527 Facsimile
Attorney for Appellants

Columbia, South Carolina
March 24, 2025






