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RE:  Ainsley Wallas
Gentlemen;
This law firm represents Lisa Wallas who is the custodial parent of Ainsley Wallas.

The mother of this child has had serious issues with controlling the child for some while,
The child ran away from home and on May 22, 2020, the mother/custodial parent reported the
child as a runaway.

Apparently, an Officer Signorino located the child on May 26, 2020. The Officer I am told
refused to return the child to the custodial parent and gave the mother two choices: 1. Foster care
or 2. Placement with a friend or relative.

After receiving the above two choices, the mother suggested the possibility of placing the
child with the father if the Sheriff’s Department would not bring the child home as provided in the
court order. The officer refused to return the child home and refused to allow the mother and the
father to speak. Following the conversation, the office advised she was placing the child with the
father.

My client was advised she would be “investigated” for approximately two months. To
date, no investigation has taken place.

My client has a full custody order. The father has only visitation rights. The child has
been removed from the mother’s custody without any form of court decree and without any
hearing,

The statutory authority is fairly clear when a child is moved from a custodial parent by the
authorities, the matter must be turned over the DSS and there must be an emergency hearing, None
of the procedural safeguards required by statute appear to have been met. Thus, it appears the
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June 11, 2020

Richland County Dept. of Social Services
RE: Ainsley Wallas

child has been removed in violation of due process. It also appears DSS was only notified when
the mother notified DSS of the removal, Based upon what we have learned from the authorities at
DSS, the Sheriff’s Department did not notify DSS so that the procedural hearings could take place.

DSS was advised of this situation June 3, 2020 by virtue of a telephone cali from the
-custodial parent.

In short, it appears this child has been removed from the home on nothing more than a
decision by a police officer. The removal has apparently has been placed without the consent of
the mother and with the mother having been giving choices which the officer did not have the
authority to make. Further, we believe the officer was required to contact DSS as required by
statute,

We would greatly appreciate your considering this matter as a formal claim against the
Sheriff’s Department and against DSS if in fact DSS was notified. We would appreciate your
placing the insurance carrier for the Department and DSS on notice and we would appreciate
someone contacting us.,

We also demand pursuant to the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act that all
documentation regarding this child or the incident in question be provided. Specifically, but
without limiting the generality of the foregoing, we hereby demand a copy of all incident reports;
written contracts; notifications; family plans; communications between the Sheriff's Department
and DSS; notifications to DSS; photographs; written statements; and any and all documents in the
possession of either DSS or Richland County Sheriff’s Department which would justify the
violation of the existing court order in this matter and the taking of this child in derogation of the
rights of the custodial parent,

My client has custody of this child. Without any authority at all and without any form of
hearing, the Sheriff's Department appears to have taken upon itself to deprive my client of
custodial rights in violation of a written court order. My client considers this to be a very serious
matter.

Please be advised that my client hereby further demands that the child be returned to her
custody pursuant to the court order. Ms. Wallas has a good relationship with her ex-husband and
does not want to be forced to bring him back into court for contempt for keeping the child in
violation of a lawfully executed court order. I can assure you this situation has placed a great strain
on the relationship between Lisa and her ex-husband.

I would greatly appreciate someone immediately contact me regarding this child so that we
can arrange for her prompt return and so that we can discuss the issue of damages resulting from
what appears to be a rather clear violation of the statutory law of South Carolina in regard to the
removal of children,



3|Page
June 11, 2020

Richland County Dept. of Social Services
RE: Ainsley Wallas

Thank you for your attention to this matter,

SIM/arj
cc: Lisa Wallas
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12/8/2021 CASE ELIZABETH SIGNORINO
Page 35 Page 7
1 EXHIBITS 1 Q. A series of questions to get background
Z 2 information. It's obvious you don't know what
3 No Exhibits were marked during this deposition. 3 a deposition Is.
4 4 A.  Okay.
5 5 Q. A deposition is an examination under oath
6 6 where my job is to ask you questions I choose
7 7 to ask you and your job is to simply answer
8 8 the questions that I ask you.
9 9 A. Okay.
10 10 Q. Do you now think you understand that?
1 11 A. Yes.
12 12 Q. You have a right to fully explain any answer
13 13 you give so long as the explanation is
14 14 responsive to my question, but I ask that you
15 15 obey the rules and not tell me about things I
16 16 don't ask you about, okay?
17 17 A. Okay.
18 18 Q. IfIdon't ask you about it, assume I don't
19 19 want to know it, okay?
20 20 A. Okay.
21 21 Q. I will try to ask you simple and direct
22 22 questions. If I do that, can you try to give
23 23 me simple and direct answers?
24 24 A. Yes.
25 25 Q. Now, we have been so bad to each other in
Page § Page B
1 STIPULATIONS 1 depositions over the years as lawyers, the
2 It is stipulated by and between counsel 2 Supreme Court has said we have rules and I've
3 for the respective parties that all objections 3 got to tell you what they are. I wouldn't do
4 are reserved until the time of trial, except as 4 this except for the fact that they tell me I
5 to the form of the questions. 5 have to, so here we go. If you have a
6 This deposition is being taken pursuant 6 question about a question, ask me and not your
7 to the South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure. 7 lawyer, do you understand?
8 ---- 8 A, Yes,
g The reading and signing of this 9 Q. You are under oath and this is testimony, it's
10 deposition is hereby not waived. 10 not just a discussion. You are not supposed
11 Whereupon, 11 to discuss your testimony with anybody but me
12 CASEY ELIZABETH SIGNORINO, being duly swornand |12 until the deposition is over, all right?
13 cautioned to speak the truth, the whole truth, 13 A, All right.
14 ' and nothing but the truth, testified as follows: 14 Q. If your lawyer makes an objection -- do you
15 EXAMINATION 15 have a lawyer here today?
16 BY MR. MOORE: 16 A. Yes.
17 Q. What Is your name? 17 Q. Who is your lawyer?
18 A. Casey Signorino. 18 MR. GARFIELD: I'm her lawyer.,
19 Q. And Ms. Signorino, my name Is Jake Moore and I 19 MR. MOORE: Please don't coach, I'm asking her.
20 am about to take your deposition, Do you know 20 A. Robert Garfield.
21 what a deposition is? 21 Q. And he is representing you, correct?
22 A. Yes, sir, 22 A. Correct,
23 Q. Whatis it? 23 Q. Now, if Mr. Garfield objects, ignore his
24 A. A series of questions to get some background 24 objection and answer anyway unless he tells
25 information on your case. 25 you not to answer. If he tells you not to
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12/8/2021 CASE ELIZABETH SIGNORINO
Page 9 Page 11

1 answer, don't answer, okay? 1 do you have the authority to place a child?

2 A. Okay. 2 A. Yes.

3 Q. Otherwise answer. If we take a break, and I 3 Q. Do --

4 don't anticipate this being very long, but if 4 A. I have the authority to place a child where I

5 we take a break, don't discuss your testimony 5 feel is best and safest for a child.

6 with Mr. Garfield or anyone else, okay? 6 Q. What do you understand gives you that

7 A, Okay. 7 authority?

8 Q. Now I've done my job doing I think what the 8 A. The law,

9 Supreme Court says I have to do. Let's talk 9 Q. What law?

10 about you. What is your educational 10 A. Emergency Protective Custody law.
1 background? 11 Q. Ma'am, as I understand it, and correct me if
12 A. I graduated high school early, I got an 12 I'm wrong, if you find a child in need of
13 associates degree In criminology, criminal 13 Emergency Protective Custody, your job is to
14 Justice at Midlands Tech. I went on to get my 14 basically contact the Department of Social
15 bachelors degree in criminology and criminal 15 Services and DSS is responsible for placing
16 justice at USC, Columbia. 16 the child from that point. That's correct,
17 Q. So you have a bachelors level degree in 17 isn't it?
18 criminology? 18 MR. GARFIELD: To the extent it's a question, I
19 A. In criminal justice. Yes, sir. 19 guess there was a question, object to the form
20 Q. What's the difference between criminology and |29 of it. You can answer,
21 criminal justice? 21 A. 50 not entirely. It's the job of the Richiand
22 A.  Criminal justice is studying the justice 22 County Sheriff's Department to report to DSS.
23 system and criminology is studying more of the 23 My job is a portion of the Richland County
24 science behind it. 24 Sheriff's Department's job. My job is to
25 Q. And you are a certified law enforcement 25 investigate, determine whether or not the

Page 10 Page 12

1 officer? 1 child is safe. If the child is not safe,

2 A. Correct, 2 remove the child and place her where I feel is

3 Q. And have you been through the educational 3 best fit for her.

4 facilities at the South Carolina Criminal 4 Q. Do you -- where did you get that

5 Justice Academy? 5 understanding?

6 A. Yes, 6 A. Through four-and-a-half years of law

7 Q. At the time you were involved in the situation 7 enforcement training.

8 with Ainsley Wallace, were you a certified law 8 Q. Training by whom?

9 enforcement officer? 9 A. Throughout my experience with both of my
10 A. Yes. 10 agencies I worked for. I was a state agent
11 Q. And you had been trained in such? 11 for three years as well.

12 A. Yes. 12 Q. Soif you decide that a child is not safe, you
13 Q. Inregard to your training, have you ever been 13 can basically put the child wherever you want
14 trained that you have the authority to remove 14 to that you think is safe?

15 children from the custody of their parents? 5 MR. GARFIELD: Object to the form.

16 A. Yes, 16 Q. Isthat correct?

17 Q. You do? 17 A. Not entirely, I can place with DSS.

18 A. In certain situations, yes. 18 Q. Right.

19 Q. Well, in what situations do you have the 19 A. Or I can discuss with the family any other

20 authority to remove a child from custody? 20 alternatives that is in full agreement in

21 A, EPC. 21 order to avoid foster care for the night.

22 Q. Whatis EPC? 22 Q. Well, wait a minute. For the night? I want
23 A. Emergency Protective Custody. 23 to make sure I understand. You say that one
24 Q. Well, when you make the decision to remove the |24 of your options if you find the child in need

25 child based upon Emergency Protective Custody, 25 of protective custody --

MARY H. OCCHIPINTI, COURT REPORTER
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12/8/2021 CASE ELIZABETH SIGNORINO
Page 13 Page 15
1 A. Uh-huh. 1 A. [ don't know.
2 Q. --Is to place the child with the Department 2 Q. Who would know?
3 of Social Services, correct? 3 A, Idon't know.
4 A. Yes, sir. So-- 4 Q. Well, all right. Let's talk about this
5 Q. 1 mean, that's one of your options? 5 particular case. Before the evening in
6 A. That's one of the options, yes. 6 question, did you know Lisa Wallas?
7 Q. Al right. And the other option is to discuss 7 A. No,
8 with family members to place the child 8 Q. Did you know Ainsley?
9 overnight with somebody, correct? 9 A. No.
10 A. Yes. So there is an Emergency Protective -- 10 Q. Did you know anything about the family
11 there is a Probable Cause Hearing that follows 11 background or the family history?
12 up within 24 to 48 hours after I take custody 12 A. No.
13 of the child. So I can place that child 13 Q. Before the evening in question, before May 22,
14 either with DSS or in another home or with 14 2020, did the custodial parent call law
15 another person that is all in agreement all 15 enfarcement seeking help for a runaway child?
16 around to avoid the child going to foster 16 A. I'm sorry, can you repeat that?
17 care. 17 Q. Sure. Sometime on or after May 22, 2020, did
18 Q. And you say there is supposed to be a Probable |13 the custodial --
19 Cause Hearing within 24 hours, correct? 19 A. Can see that?
20 A.  Twenty-four to 48 hours. 20 Q. --parent --
21 Q. And-- 21 A. Isthat the report? I'm sorry, I'm just
22 A. I'm not a part of that, though, that's after 2 trying to look at my days here. Thank you.
23 me. 23 Go on.
24 Q. Well, who is a part of it? 24 Q. Thank you for allowing me to go on.
25 A. The Sheriff's Department follows up with that, 25 MR. GARFIELD: That's unnecessary Jake.
Page 14 Page 16
1 but my job at that peint is done. 1 MR. MOORE: I do not need instructions as to
2 Q. Well, this Probable Cause Hearing within 24 to 2 how to take a deposition. The lady is not in
3 48 hours, when was it done in this case? 3 control of the deposition, I am.
4 A, Idon't know. 4 MR. GARFIELD: I'm just asking you to be
5 Q. What's the purpose of the Probable Cause 5 respectful.
6 Hearing? 6 MR. MOORE: I am being respectful to this lady
7 A. To determine whether or not I had probable 7 and if I'm not, she can tell me. But she
8 cause to EPC the child. B needs to understand I am doing an examination
9 Q. And if it's determined that you don't, what 9 and what happens during this examination is up
10 happens? 10 to me. It's not up to her, it's not up to
11 A. The child gets placed back with the home, with 11 you, not up to anybody. If there's an
12 the original parent. 12 objection, make it, and we'll move forward.
13 Q. Well, ma'am, you then would have a role in the |13 MR. GARFIELD: Okay. I object to the snarky
14 Probable Cause Hearing which is required 14 editorial. Go back and you can ask her a
15 within 24 to 48 hours, correct? 15 question, your next question,
16 A. My incident report plays a role, I do not 16 MR. MOORE: Snarky, what do you mean by that?
17 physically play a role. 17 I want to know what you're accusing me of
18 Q. So you have never appeared at -- 18 Robby.
19 A, We-- 19 MR. GARFIELD: You were being snarky and I just
20 Q. Have you ever appeared at such a hearing? 20 object to it.
21 A. No, I have not. 21 MR. MOORE; Snarky?
22 Q. To your knowledge, was there ever such a 22 MR. GARFIELD: Yes, sir.
23 hearing? 23 MR. MOORE: What does the word snarky mean?
24 A. Inthis caseor ... 24 MR. GARFIELD: I don't have to answer your
25 Q. Inthis case? 25 questions,

MARY H. OCCHIPINTI, COURT REPORTER
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12/8/2021 CASE ELIZABETH SIGNORINO
Page 17 Page 19
1 MR. MOGRE: You just accused me of something on i A. That's correct.
2 the record and I want to know what It is. 2 Q. Do you know whether or not that is true?
3 MR. GARFIELD: You're being snarky. 3 A.  Whether or not Irmo is inside Richland County?
4 MR. MOORE: Now, please quit interrupting me 4 Q. I'msorry, that's a bad question. Do you know
5 and I will conduct this deposition as best I 5 that in fact the child had run away?
6 know how, 6 A. Yes, I do know that.
7 MR. GARFIELD: Okay, I'll count on that, Thank 7 Q. Do you now know it's true, before you got
8 you. 8 involved, the mother had called Irmo and
9 A. T'm sorry for interrupting you. I just needed 9 reported a runaway child?
10 a copy of the incident report to look at the 10 A, Yes.
11 dates. i1 Q. Have you ever seen the report that was made to
12 Q. T accept that and I appreciate that very much. 12 -
13 If you need something, if you need a piece of 13 A. No.
14 paper, if you need a note or anything, if 14 Q. --the Irmo Police?
15 you'll just tell me, I will try to accommedate 15 A. No.
16 you getting what you need, okay? 16 Q. Did you ever do anything to investigate with
17 A. Okay. 17 the Irmo Police what they knew about the
18 Q. This deposition is supposed to be an 18 situation?
19 examination between you and me, all right? 19 A. No.
20 A, Okay. 20 Q. Now, as I understand it, you at some point in
21 Q. And we've had problems with these over the 21 time talked to Mrs. Wallas, right?
22 years and I don't like them either. This man 22 A. Coarrect.
23 is a friend of mine, all right? We fuss at 23 Q. Did she tell you that she was the custodial
24 each other from time to time, but we get 24 parent?
25 along. Just if you need something, just let 25 A. Tdon'trecall. Maybe, I don't know.
‘ Page 1% Page 20
1 me know and not him, okay? 1 Q. Did you do any type of investigation to
2 A. Okay. 2 determine who had custody?
nd 3 A. Yes, Idiscussed with her where the child
3 Q. Now, do you know that on or about May 22 4 lived. I discussed with the child where she
4 the custodial parent called the Richland 5 lived and how the custody works. I discussed
5 County Sheriff's Department and reported that 6 with Ainsley in depth on -- I asked, I was
6 her daughter had run away? 7 trying to ask her what her custody
7 A ldonot know thati) nvolved 8 arrangements were. She didn't really
8 Q hDg l\)/ou knowllt?at cz;:ore YOtUdQOIt Invo Vte there | 4 understand completely how it worked. So it
9 ~ had been a call from the custodial paren 10 was unclear to me what the custody
10 reporting the child had run away? 1 arrangements were
1 A. Yes, . )
12 Q. How do you know that? i; Q. wzlrde y(/j?\tljotrlguél;rstand that Mr. and Mrs. Wallas
13 A. Because her mother told me. '
14 . Basically that would be Lisa Wallas? 14 A Yes. .
15 g Yes. Y 15 Q. Did you understand that Lisa Wallas had the
16 Q. Lisa told you that before you got involved she 16 primary day-to-day physical possession of the
17 had called the Sheriff's Department reporting 17 child?
18 the child had run away, correct? 18 A. No.
19 A. No, not correct, 19 Q. Did you -- you say yo;: understood they were
20 Q. What did she tell you? 20 divorced. Did you make any effort to
21 A. She told me that she called Irmo Police 21 determine what the custodial orders said?
22 Department. 22 A. Idiscussed it with Ainsley and then I
23 Q. And Irmo is a jurisdiction that has 23 discussed it between both of her parents on
24 Jurisdiction both in Richland County and in 24 the phone at the same time. And at that point
25 Lexington County, correct? 25 the custody arrangements weren't relevant to

MARY H. OCCHIPINTI, COURT REPORTER
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12/8/2021 CASE ELIZABETH SIGNORINO
Page 21 Page 23
1 my investigation. 1 been trained and taught that the provisions of
2 Q. Well, in the discussion with Lisa, did she 2 the South Carolina Family Courts are
3 tell you that she had custody of the child? 3 irrelevant?
4 A. Idon'trecall. Imean,Idon'tknow for 4 A. Correct,
5 certain. I can't tell you verbatim what she 5 Q. They have nothing to do with what you do?
6 said. 6 MR. GARFIELD: Object to the form, you can
7 Q. Ididn't ask you verbatim. In the overail 7 answer it. . . N
8 communication with Lisa, did she communicate | 8  A. They have nothing to do with my decision.
9 to you that she was the custodial parent? 9 Q. Right. And it matters not what the courts
10 A. Idon't know. Off the top, I don't know. 10 have said, right? -
11 Q. In the discussion with the child's father, did i1 MR. GARFIELD: Same objection, you can answer.
12 the father discuss with you that Lisa was the 12 A Correct. , ,
. 13 Q. And since it doesn't matter, you don't even
13 custodial parent? . ;
. 14 check in to see what the courts have said
4 A. I dont rer‘nembgr. . 15 about it, correct?
ig Q W"éﬂ‘]’;’ t‘)’g‘]‘r:glgig'ﬂf g‘;errfe“;g the divorce order | MR. GARFIELD: Object to the form.
17 A. Correct. ' : 17 A. Correct: .IImean, if I don't pave to, I don't
18 Q. So what, the order, the standing orders from ig ;:'le\leeitti:gé::itl)tns. not necessary in my
19 the Family Court in regard to custody, to your |5, Q. Allright. Well, do you understand that this
20 investigation were irrelevant, right? 21 child ran away from home May 22, 20207
21 A. Correct. 22 A. Yes.
22 Q. Itdidn't matter to you who the court had 23 Q. Whenis it that you first got involved?
23 placed custody with? th
24 A. Correct. 24 A. May 26 of 2020.
25 Q. Now, in your training, have they told you that 75 Q. And how did you get involved?
Page 22 Page 24
1 you have the right to interfere with standing 1 A. Ireceived a call for, a call for service.
2 custody orders? 2 Q. Who did you receive a call from?
3 A. Yes. 3 A. I believe it was Ms. -- I believe Ms. Lanier
4 Q. Who from the Richland County Sheriff's 4 called 911,
5 Department has told you that you have the 5 Q. Ms. Lanier, what is her first name?
6 right to override standing custody orders? 6 A. Idon't know.
7 A. Idon't know of a specific person. 7 Q. Do you know where she lives?
8 Q. But that has been part of your training from 8 A, No.
9 the Sheriff's Department? 9 Q. Whois Ms, Lanier?
10 A, That's been part of any law enforcement 10 A. She is the -- she's a parent of a cheerleader
11 officer's training from the Criminal Justice 11 on the same squad as Ainsley.
12 Academy. 12 Q. What squad is that?
13 Q. Well, would it also be training from the 13 A. Dutch Fork Varsity Cheerleading.
14 Richland County Sheriff's Department? 14 Q. And Ms. Lanier called 911 which is an
15 A. Yeah. Yes. 15 emergency number, right?
16 Q. So you learned from the Sheriff's Department |16 A. Uh-huh,
17 and the Criminal Justice Academy that the 17 Q. Isthat yes?
18 family court orders regarding custody are 18 A. Yes, I'm sorry.
19 irrelevant in situations with runaways and the 19 Q. When you arrived, did you understand that
20 like? 20 Ainsley had been living in the Lanier
21 A. In situations with EPC. 21 household for approximately four days?
22 Q. EPC basically means Emergency Protective 22 A. Approximately, yes.
23 Custody, right? 23 Q. Did the mother, Lisa, know where the child
24 A. Correct. 24 was?
25 Q. So in situations dealing with EPC, you have 25 MR. GARFIELD: Object to the form. You can
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Page 25 Page 27
1 answer, it's just subjective, 1 Q. Did Lisa know the child was being brought
2 A. I den't know what the mother knew when I 2 there?
3 arrived on scene. , 3 MR. GARFIELD: Object to the form.
4 Q. Well, you talked to the mother at some point 4 A. No.
5 about the matter, correct? ;
' 5 Q. Well, why is that not true?
? g‘ i?;jrzca the mother say she had no idea the 6 A. Idid not have the child brought to Dutch Fork
8 ' child h;d been there? Y 7 High School. T was responding to a call for
9 A, Idon't--Idon't remember if she said she 8 service to meet them there. .
10 knew exactly where she was, I just know that 9 Q. Isee. Sothe momma said, we need a police
11 she said that she knew she was with a friend. 10 officer to meet us at Dutch Fork?
12 She was at a friend's house. 11 A. The mom being Ms. Wallas or being -
13 Q. Well, one thing that's for certain, on the 12 Q. TI'msorry. The lady who had the child said
nd 13 meet us there?
14 22 , the day she ran away, she had called the 14 A. I'massuming so. That was my 911 response.
15 Il?ﬂf;licg as}gII'IE?f- Eorgslp, l‘ighti';’ . 15 Q. And you drove to Dutch Fork High School and
16 . GAR : Object to the form. 16 ou found the child?
17 A. Idon't know, .I wasn't called on that day. 17 A yUh-huh.
18 They called a different deparirl?ent. 18 Q. Isthat Yes?
) 19 A. Yes, I'm sorry,
19 Q. ngh’g. Now, when you got there on the 26 , 20 Q. And who was the child with?
20 was Ainsley marked in any way? : .
21 A. Was she what? I'm sorry? 21 A. With Ms, Gehr and Ms. Lanier.
22 Q. Marked. Were there bruises or where she had 22 Q. And when you saw the child there, were there
23 been battered or anything of that nature? 23 any visible marks on the child, bruises, cuts,
24 A. No, not that I saw. 24 abrasions, co.ntu_smr)s, anythlng you saw that
25 Q. Did you see any visible evidence of abuse of 25 would be an indication of physical abuse?
Page 26 Page 28
1 the child? 1 A. Her whole body was covered other than her face
2 A. ldidn't physically investigate her, that's 2 and I didn't investigate further. So no, I
3 DSS's job. 3 didn't see anything.
4 Q. Well my question is about what you saw. Did 4 Q. @didn't ask you what you didn't see, I asked
5 you see the child when you went over to this 5 you what you did see. Did you see anything on
6 lady's house where the child had apparently 6 the portions of her body that you could see,
7 been staying? 7 was there any investigation or was there any
8 g r:)% the child? 8 indication the child had been physically
9 - Did you ever see the child? 9 harmed?
10 A Isaw the child. - 10 MR, GARFIELD: Object to the form.
11 Q. When did you first see the child? 11 A. Idon't know how to answer that. She is
A O Mth % 12 telling me that she was abused. 1 did not
ig Q. V\?herzy did yé)u see her? 13 physically examine her entire body, so. From
’ . ’ 14 her face, her face is all that I saw and there
i: g gg?ﬁ;cgh?lcd}rﬁf:;gg‘rglfgﬁf ’rco Dutch Fork High Ig Q wSec;?’rr;(r)nn;?hr::cs - ou saw there was no evidence of
16 School and you met the child there? ) . b4 < '
17 physical abuse, correct?
7 A Comec. MR. GARFIELD: Same object
18 Q. Did you then call the mom and say, hey, the 18 - 5A » Same objection.
19 child is going to be at Dutch Fork High 19 A Correct. _ _
20 Schoal? 20 Q. Did anybody from the Richland County Sheriff's
21 A. No. 21 Department do any form or cause to be
22 Q. So you had the child brought to Dutch Fork 22 performed any type of physical examination to
Y123 High School without Lisa knowing the child was |23 determine if in fact the child had been harmed
24 being brought there? 24 physically in any way?
25 A. Not true, 25 A. Idon't know.
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Page 29 Page 31
1 Q. Did a dactor ever examine the child? 1 worse and worse. And there were times,
2 A. Idon't know, 2 muitiple times over the past year-and-a-half,
3 Q. Did a paramedic ever investigate or examine 3 where she had been physically assaulted that
4 the child? 4 she felt was farther than discipline.
5 A, Idon't know. 5 Q. Now the child is how old?
6 Q. Well, when you talked to the child, did she 6 A, At the time I thought she was 16.
7 tell you she had been physically abused? 7 Q. Have you ever known a 16-year-old child to
8 A. Yes, 8 argue with her mother?
9 Q. How? 9 A. Yeah, ves.
10 A. How was she physically abused? 10 Q. And did you ever in your entire investigation,
11 Q. Right. 11 did you ever find any form of medical
12 A. She gave me a rundown of her mother's anger 12 examination, medical evidence, photographs,
13 and previous times where she's been punched in |13 anything that would corroborate the fact that
14 the face and times where she's been slapped 14 this child had been physically disciplined
i5 around and ripped out of her friend's houses. 15 over what was reasonable?
16 And she had been receiving threatening text 16 A. No, because these were in the past. She
17 messages that made her believe that her mother |17 hadn't been physically abused in the past four
18 w\zs I?Oilqg t?] %o it again. 18 gaysg S0 therehwouldn'{t: Eave been any marks on
19 Q. ell, the child is a minor, correct? 19 er because she wasn't home.
20 A, Correct. 20 Q. How long had it been before she ran away that
21 Q. And the child would certainly have been 21 she was physically disciplined?
22 legitimately the subject of corporal 22 A, Tdon'trecall. Iknow itwas within the last
23 punishment as long as it was within reason. 23 six months but I don't recall a specific date
24 There would be nothing wrang with that, right? 24 that she told me.
25 MR. GARFIELD: Object to the form. 25 Q. So you talked to this lady who had had the
Page 30 Page 32
1 A. Tagree with that, yes. 1 child for four days or did you determine that
2 MS. GOODWYN: Object to the form. 2 the child, this lady who had had the child for
3 Q. Did you have any pictures, did you have 3 four days or did you determine that the child,
4 anything to verify that the child had ever 4 that this lady had had the child for four
5 been a victim of unreasonable corporal 5 days?
6 punishment? 6 A. Yes, I did.
7 A Herstatement. Ihad her statement and that 7 Q. And what's her name again?
8 was my evidence, § A Ms, Lanier, _ _
9 Q. Allright. Do you have that statement with ® Q. Didyou ever ask Ms. Lanier why it took four
10 you? 1? A d@:ss to call the authorities?
11 A. It's on my body cam. ' T
12 Q. What did she say? Sothereisa picture of 12 Q. What did she _say?
13 A. They were trying to figure out the best way to
i3 her statement, correct? bout this, if they needed to discuss it
14 A. No, no, no. Her verbal statement. I'm s0rTY, 14 g0 abou v ! ¥ heede ISCuss 1
15 I should have clarified that. 15 parent to parent or if they neec!eq to just
W b1 T . 16 bring Ainsley home. There were just many
16 Q. 1don't think I've ever been given a copy of 17 different -- there were different things that
17 that. So can you tell me please what did she 18 they were trying to discuss before they had to
18 say to you? . 19 involve the law, which is why it took ...
19 A. Ican't remember word for word, but in 20 Q. So it took four days to call the police about
20 summary, after her parents divorced, she 21 a runaway child?
21 didn't understand how her custody worked. She 22 A. No. They did not call -- from my
22 went back and forth from mom and dad's house, nd
23 I guess as she pleased. Eventually she and 23 understanding, the runaway call from May 22
24 her mother started arguing maybe three years 24 was an Irmo PD call.
25 prior to this incident and it had been getting 25 Q. Right.
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Page 33 Page 35
1 A. Right. So that has nothing to do with my 1 child had issues with exaggeration and telling
2 investigation at ali. 2 the truth?
3 Q. T understand, but the child ran away on the 3 A. Thadafull -- I had a very long conversation
nd th 4 with her to try to determine all of those, and
4 22' and they called you on the 2§ . You're 5 from my investigation, I did not think she was
5 Eellmg me it Eook fo‘;-lr days for this lady to 6 exaggerating. I did not think she had a drug
6 etermine what to do? 7 abuse or behavioral issues.
7 MR. GARFIELD: Object to the form, 8  Q  Of course that wasn't my question. My
8 A Idon'tknow. Itold you that they were 9 question was did you do anything to determine
g trying to determine other ways to go about 10 whether or not the child was somebody who was
10 this without getting the law involved. 11 worthy of befief?
11 Q. Well, when you got up there that day and you
LT ) . 12 A. Okay, yes.
12 talked to this child, what did you do? Did 13 Q. What did you do?
13 you call the parents? ’ o e e iat
14 A. Ttalked to her in depth about the situation.
14 A. Yes. SoIactually spent about an hour-and-a- . :
. ) . 15 Q. Cther than talking to the child --
15 half on the call. T investigated it very e A Oh I'm sor
16 thoroughly. I spent more time on this call o é q dry. . tigation to determi
17 than I typically would have because I knew it 17 Q h tlh you otatl;]y mr‘ﬁds '9a 'Onb.o € ertr)mlne
18 was so0 sensitive and there were so many 18 whe er?or not the child was subject to being
19 different options that could go really wrong 19 believed? - _
20 or could go really right and I wanted to make 20 A. T spoke with the other women on scene who said
21 sure I explored all of those. 2; t'r‘lat Ms. WatILas hafbb?_e” th;eat;glng to press
22 Q. Did the mother come up there? 2 cnarges on them, I believe, for kidnapping.
23 A.  No, she did not. That was not an option. 23 They were under the impression that she was
24 Q. So it was not an option for the mother to come |24 intimidating. They knew -- Ms. Lanier, I
25 and get the child? 25 believe, told me that Ainsley had been staying
Page 34 Page 36
1 A. Correct, 1 with her at some -- or no, I'm sorry. That's
2 Q. Who made the decision that it was not an 2 incorrect. Ainsley said that she was staying
3 option for the -- 3 with another friend for two months prior to
4 A. Idid. I'm sorry. 4 that, so.
5 Q. --for the mother to come up there? 5 Q. Okay. Goahead. Well, what gave -- according
6 A, Idid. 6 to this lady who said that Ms. Wallas had been
7 Q. Who made the decision that it was not an 7 threatening kidnapping charges, do you know of
8 option for the mother to get the return of the 8 anything that gave this woman the right to
9 child? 9 keep this child over the objection of a
10 A, Idid. 10 custodial parent?
11 Q. And you made that decision squarely upon what 11 A. The child's safety, yes.
12 the child told you? 12 Q. Well, the lady though is not a iaw enforcement
13 A. Yes, 13 officer and is not DSS, she is a private
14 Q. Did you know anything about the child? 14 citizen.
i5 A.  What do you mean? 15 A. I can't answer that.
16 Q. Did you know that the child had emotional 16 Q. T want to know what you can answer. Do you
17 issues? 17 know of anything that would have given the
18 A. No. Imean.. 18 woman the right to hold the child for two days
19 Q. Did you investigate to see if the child had 19 or four days over the objection of the
20 behavioral issues? 20 custodial parent?
21 A, No. 21 A. Other than determining the best outcome for
iz QdWWmefymeMWmmMMd 2 hmwh&lemWWWwdmwmg
3 rug or alcohol issues? 23 else,
24 A. No. 24 Q. Well, it's not her job to determine the best
25 Q. Did you investigate to see whether or not the 25 outcome for the safety of the child, that's
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Page 37 Page 39
1 what law enforcement and DSS do, correct? 1 Q. Now, like you say, when you make that
2 MR. GARFIELD: Qbject to the form. 2 decision, that's basically removing the child
3 A. Correct. 3 from the parent, right?
4 Q. Allright. Now, I understand that you made 4 A. Correct.
5 the decision and you said it was not an option 5 Q. And there is supposed to be a Probable Cause
6 to return the chiid to the mother, correct? 6 Hearing within 48 hours of your removal,
7 A. Yes, sir, 7 correct?
B Q. Did you talk to the father? 8 A. Correct.
9 A. Yes, sir, 9 Q. And did you tell the mother what her options
10 Q. Was it an option to return the child to the 10 were?
11 father? 11 A, Idid.
12 A. Yes, sir. 12 Q. And you told her one, the child could go to
13 Q. Did you return the child to the father? 13 foster care or two, you could go live with
14 A. Yes, sir. 14 some parent or relatives?
15 Q. Now, did you know that returning the child to |15 A. Not entirely, partially yes.
16 the father was contrary to the court order? 16 Q. What did you tell the mother her options were?
17 A. Court order, you mean the custody? 17 A. Her options were to go to foster care, go stay
18 Q. The custody order, yes. 18 with a family relative that she approves of or
19 MR. GARFIELD: Object to the form. 19 a friend of someone that everybody is in
20 A. No, I did not know that. 20 agreement. Ms. Wallas is in agreement and the
21 Q. Did the father tell you he didn't have 21 other parent that would be watching over her
22 custody? 22 is in agreement and Ainsley as well.
23 A. Tdon't recall. 23 Q. Soin effect you were telling mom that you
24 Q. Did the child tell you the -- did anybody tell 24 were removing the child?
25 you that the child had been living with the 25 A. I was.
Page 38 Page 40
1 mother? 1 Q. When you removed the child, what did you do in
2 A, Yes. She told me that she lived with her mom 2 order to place the child?
3 and that she went and stayed with her dad 3 A. Itransported her from Dutch Fork High School
4 whenever she wanted. She was unsure on the 4 to Region Four Headquarters where I met her
5 Custody agreement. o 5 dad and I released custody to the father.
6 Q. And I guess you had a phone call with Lisa on 6 Q. When you told Lisa that you were making a
th . 7 decision to remove the child from her care and
; A t'ée 26ct' right? 8 custody and not return the runaway child, did
' Qrrecr, : 1 : 1
- e 9 Lisa say, oh, I'm happy with that, that's
) Q. And '3 ﬁhat pI_‘}gne call, g'_? Lisa tell you she 10 great? Did she consent to that?
1(1) A \ng;te er child returned: 11 A. She did consent,
’ ; . . 12 Q. Allright. But like you say, since this was
?
g 2 ﬁgdnﬁuhﬁld’ Of course we will, correct? 13 an emergency removal, there should have been a
14 Q. You told her that wasn't an option? 14 48-hour hearing in order to determine probable
' : 1 ' d placement, right?
15 A. Yes, sir. That's correct. 15 cause and p 1
16 Q. Why wasn't it an option to give the child back 16 A. Correct. )
17 to the mother? 17 Q. Did you get DSS involved? o
18 A Because the mother was being accused of child |18 A. Isentmy incident report to - I submitted it
19 abuse. 19 to the Sheriff's Department, the incident
20 Q. By who? 20 report database. From that point it goes to
21 A. The child. 21 DSS, so I do not physically send it to DSS,
22 Q. Allright. And who made the decision that to 22 Q. WEell, one thing is for certain, from that
23 return the child to the mother, where the 23 point it is supposed to go to DSS, right?
24 child had been living, was not an option? 24 A, Correct.
25 A, Tdid. 25 Q. And once it goes to DSS, who at the Sheriff's
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Page 41 Page a
1 DmmMmHﬂmmmMeMemmmﬂm i A. h%mMOmmHmmmDMmmmwm
2 report goes to the Department of Sacial 2 approximately a week afterwards just to see
3 Services? ' 3 how the hearing went because I was expecting a
4 A. Elizabeth Dickman. 4 48-hour hearing after. And she advised me
5 Q. And Elizabeth Dickman, what is her title? 5 that she never got paperwork and somehow it
6 A.  Emergency Protective Custody Coordinator. 6 got sent somewhere else. And from that point
7 Q. Did you ever discuss the case with Elizabeth 7 I don't know what happened to it and I don't
8 Dickman? 8 know where the case went.
9 A. Idid. 9 Q. Well, why were you expecting the 48-hour
10 Q. And do you know that there wasn't a 48-hour 10 hearing?
11 hearing? 11 A. Because that's standard for EPC.
12 A. No, I did not know that. 12 Q. It's actually required for EPC, isn't it?
13 Q. But there should have been a 48-hour hearing? |13 A. I'msorry, wrong wording. Yes.
14 A.  Typically, yes. 14 Q. Standard and required are the same thing.
15 Q. Well, that's by stature and procedure, 15 You're not - I don't want to pick words with
16 correct? 16 you, you're fine, So you expected that the
17 A.  Uh-huh. 17 48-hour hearing had taken place and you wanted
18 MR. GARFIELD: Is that yes? i8 to know what happened?
19 MR. MOORE: Is that yes? 19 A. Exactly. Yes, sir.
20 A, Yes. 20 Q. And she said to you something about the
21 Q. If there wasn't the 48-hour hearing, do you 21 paperwork got lost?
22 know why? 22 A. No, it wasn't the paperwork. I don't know
23 A. No, I do not. 23 what happened. She -- I don't recali exactly
24 Q. Do you have any idea how long it was before 24 what it was and I think she was unsure as
25 there was any type of involvement with the 25 well. So I don't know where the case went. ]
Page 42 Page 44
1 Family Court? 1 don't know why it didn't go to court. She
2 g Ldon't. I do not krglovsliz. Protect 2 dlidn't knowhwhy it didn't go to c0L||1rt and then
3 - because once you do Emergency Protective 3 there is nothing said to me after t at,
4 Custody, it goes to DSS and at that point in 4 Q. Well, yes, ma'am, but one of the things that
5 time decisions are no longer yours. Those 5 you are is a certified law enforcement
6 decisions are the decisions of the Family 6 officer, correct?
7 Court, correct? 7 A. Yes, sir.
8 MR. GARFIELD: Object to the form. 8 Q. And you were the investigating officer in the
9 A.  I'm unsure of the legal process. I'm unsure 9 - case, right?
10 of whose decision it is after that. 10 A, Yes: s
11 Q. It's certainly not yours, correct? 11 Q. Itwould have been your responsibility to
12 A, Correct. 12 ensure that the case was handled properly,
13 Q. So after 48 hours, your placement should be 13 Haht?
14 over, correct? gnt: .
15 A Cor;'e ct. Itis, yes 14 A. Not right, not correct.
16 Q. Do you have any idea how long it took for Lisa 15 Q. . Well, you would have had to put the paperwork
; 16 into the system to ensure that there was the
i7 to get the child back? ) - )
18 A. No, I do not 17 legally required 48-hour hearing, right?
. , . . - e
19 Q. Did you do any further investigation after 18 A. My paperwork, everything with my job is it's
20 that? 19 stopp_ed when my incident report gets
21 A Ididnot, 20 submitted, ,
22 Q. Did anybody from the Richland County Sheriffs |21 Q. Well, yes, ma am. So what you basically
23 Department do any further investigation 22 submit is something called an incident report?
24 regarding this child's care or placement after 23 g LIJh';th- ,
th 24 . Isthat a yes?
tzs the 26 day of May, 20207 25 A, Yes, I'm sorry.
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Page 45 Page 47

1 Q. How do you submit the incident report? 1 your incident report what you were supposed

2 A. Ienter it into our reporting system and 2 to?

3 submit it. 3 A. That honestly might be a question for one of

4 Q. You enter it into a computer, is that correct? 4 the Richland County attorneys,

5 A. Correct. 5 Q. That's fine. That's good, the answer is you

6 Q. And you hit a button that submits it to 6 don't know and that's ockay. Now, her name is

7 somebody who is responsible for taking it over 7 Elizabeth Dickman?

8 from there, right? 8 A. Correct,

9 A. Correct. 9 Q. When you asked her, what happened at the 48-
10 Q. Did you properly enter your incident report 10 hour hearing, did she say what 48-hour hearing
11 into the computer? 11 or was she familiar with the case and said she
12 A. Yes, sir. Correct. 12 just didn't know?

13 Q. And you sent it to who? 13 A. She was familiar with the case, and to be
14 A. I--soit's not so much that you send it to 14 honest with you, I don't remember -- I don't
15 someone, it's almost like a tag. Isend it to 15 remember what, if she didn't know ahout the --
16 I believe -- T don't recall which unit I sent 16 or, I'm sorry, I don't remember if the 48-hour
17 it to. 17 hearing got cancelled or if it got somehow
18 Q. Well, ma'am, there are certain -- 18 just not processed through the Court. I don't
19 A. Sometimes you don't assign it to a specific 19 know, I have no idea what happened and I
20 unit, so you just have to upload it into the 20 don‘t remember what she said happened. She
21 system. And then instead of sending it to 21 did know about the case because I called her
22 someone, I just tag Elizabeth Dickman's name, |22 to follow up on it and that's typicaily how
23 that way she gets a copy of the report. 23 Dickman and I operated together.
24 @. Ma'am, what is -- 24 Q. Isthat the last thing you did on the file was
25 A. And she handles it from there, 25 to call her and follow up on it?

Page 46 Page 48

1 Q. -- what is the protocot in regard to the steps 1 A. Yes.

2 you are supposed to go through in order to 2 Q. Now, who at the Department of Social Services

3 send the incident report to Elizabeth Dickman 3 was alerted about the case?

4 so that the 48-hour hearing takes place? 4 A. Idon't know.

5 A. My job is to enter the incident report in a 5 Q. Did you, as the investigating officer, ever

6 timely manner, which I did, and submit it as - 6 call anybody at the Department of Social

7 - just as it says. So I submit it sometimes 7 Services and report the fact that you had done

8 to a unit. I don't remember in this case if I 8 an emergency removal of this child?

9 submitted it to a specific unit or not. And 9 A. No, sir.

10 then if someone -- if there is a specific 10 Q. Did anybody from the Richland County Sheriff's
1 investigator that needs to be sent a copy of 11 Department, to your knowledge, ever call the

12 it directly to their email, then I tag her 12 Department of Social Services and report that
13 name in there as well. So her name gets 13 you had effected a removal of a child from the
14 attached to the report and then she gets a 14 custody of her mother?

15 copy of it in her email. 15 A. To my knowledge I don't know if that call was
16 Q. Ma'am, there is a computer trail in the 16 made.

17 possession of the Sheriff's Department which 17 Q. You didn't do it though?

18 will show us exactly who, if anyone, you sent 18 A. Correct.

19 the incident report to, correct? 19 Q. Who at the Department, who at the Richland
20 A. Tbelieve. I'm unsure of that honestly. 20 County Sheriff's Department would have had the
21 Q. There should be, shouldn't there? 21 responsibility to notify DSS of a potential

22 MR. GARFIELD: Object to the form. 22 child abuse case?

23 A. I'munsure. 23 A. To my knowledge, depending on certain

24 Q. Well, how can I verify? What could I look at 24 circumstances, is usually Elizabeth Dickman or
25 to make sure that you had actually did with 25 whoever the EPC coordinator is at the time.
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Page 49 Page 51
1 Q. And s it the responsibility of the Sheriff's 1 Department of Soclal Services ever contact you
2 Department in cases of Emergency Protective 2 and say, what happened?
3 Custody, the Sheriff's Department is obligated 3 A. No, sir.
4 to make a report to DSS, correct? 4 Q. To your knowledge, did the Department of
5 A. I'msorry. Our incident report gets sent to 5 Social Services ever do anything?
6 DSS, so that is the -- we don't make a 6 A. Tdon'tknow. Yeah, no. To my knowledge, I
7 separate report with DSS, if that's what 7 don't know if they did anything.
8 you're asking. 8 Q. Do you know if the Department of Social
9 Q. Your incident report is supposed to go to the 9 Services ever assigned a case worker?
10 Depariment? 10 A. Idon't know.
11 A, Yes, 11 Q. Did you ever see a letter from me that was
12 Q. And at that point in time, what is the 12 sent in June of 2022 to the Richland County
13 Department of Sacial Services supposed to do, 13 Sheriff's Department?
14 if you know? 14 MR. GARFIELD: Object to the form.
15 MS. GOODWYN: Object to the form. You can 15 A. No, I did not see that.
16 answer it. 16 Q. Do you know how the child ultimately got back
17 MR. MOORE: You can answer. 17 to her mother?
18 A. Sorry, when the