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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good Afternoon,

Attached please find the State’s motion for a second extension of time within which to serve
and file the Initial Brief of Respondent and Designation of Matter in the State v. Richard
Alexander Murdaugh (2023-000392) appeal. By copy of this email, | am serving counsel
for Appellant. As reflected in the messages below, the State through Don Zelenka reached
out to opposing counsel yesterday to find out their position on the State’s motion. Please
be advised that opposing counsel responded to us via email this afternoon and has advised
they do not consent to the State’s motion.

If you will, please confirm receipt.

Thank you,

CAROLINE COLLINS, Administrative Support Manager
South Carolina Attorney General’s Office

Criminal Appeals | Office 803-734-3723 | ccollins@scag.gov
P.O. Box 11549 | Columbia, SC 29211

scag.gov

This email, together with any attachments, may be legally privileged. If you have received it in error, please notify
the sender immediately, and then delete it from your system. This email and any replies to this email may be
subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act.

From: Dick Harpootlian <rah@harpootlianlaw.com>

Sent: Thursday, April 3, 2025 2:21 PM

To: Don Zelenka <DZelenka@scag.gov>; Phillip Barber <pdb@harpootlianlaw.com>

Cc: Holli Miller <holli@harpootlianlaw.com>; Melody Brown <MBrown@scag.gov>; Creighton
Waters <CWaters@scag.gov>; Jim Griffin <jgriffin@griffinhumphries.com>; Angela Brown
<abennett@scag.gov>; Margaret Fox <mfox@jimgriffinlaw.com>; Mark Farthing

<mfarthing@scag.gov>




Subject: RE: State v. Richard Alexander Murdaugh; Appellate Case No. 2023-000392 - Position on
Extension for Respondent

Don
We will not consent.
Dick

From: Don Zelenka <DZelenka@scag.gov

Sent: Wednesday, April 02, 2025 6:51 PM

To: Phillip Barber <pdb@harpootlianlaw.com>

Cc: Holli Miller <holli@harpootlianlaw.com>; Dick Harpootlian <rah@harpootlianlaw.com>; Melody
Brown <MBrown@scag.gov>; Creighton Waters <CWaters@scag.gov>; Jim Griffin
<jgriffin@griffinhumphries.com>; Angela Brown <abennett@scag.gov>; Margaret Fox
<mfox@jimgriffinlaw.com>; Mark Farthing <mfarthing@scag.gov

Subject: RE: State v. Richard Alexander Murdaugh; Appellate Case No. 2023-000392 - Position on
Extension for Respondent

Dick, Jim, Phil, et al —

We are going to request a 120 day extension to complete the Respondent’s brief in this matter.
I have restructured the appellate team due to impact the executions have had on our staff time
and have included Mark Farthing on the team going forward in light of Melody Brown’s
pending death penalty litigation priorities in the coming months. I hope that this addition will
allow the completion of the brief within the requested time period. The brief is currently due
April 10, 2025 so the request would have it due August 8, 2025.

Please advise us of your position in this matter so we can inform the Court. We plan to file the
motion tomorrow, April 3, 2025.

DON ZELENKA

Deputy Attorney General

Office of the South Carolina Attorney General

Criminal Division Chief | Office 803-734-3601 | Dzelenka@scag.gov
P.O. Box 11549 | Columbia, SC 29211

SCag.gov




