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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Supreme Court

IN THE ORIGINAL JURISDICTION
OF THE SUPREME COURT

The Methodist Church of Simpsonville, Jackson Grove Methodist

Church, Calhoun Falls Methodist Church, Good Shepherd Methodist

Church, Trinity Methodist Church of Lancaster, Aldersgate

Methodist Church, Boiling Springs Methodist Church, Fort Lawn

Methodist Church, Panola Methodist Church, Dickson Methodist

Church, Heidi Meek Medlin, and Michael Smith .........ccccoooviiiiiiiieicec, Petitioners,
V.

The South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church,
Bishop Leonard E. Fairley, Rev. Cathy Mitchell, Rev. Fran Elrod,
Rev. Steve Brown, Rev. Terry Fleming, Rev. Telley Gadson, Rev.
Anthony Hodge, Rev. Chris Lollis, Rev. Ken Nelson, Rev. Steve
Patterson, Jr., and Rev. Jeffrey Salley .........ccccceiviiiiiiieicecc e Respondents.

COMPLAINT

Petitioners (collectively the “Local Churches”) bring this Complaint for declaratory relief
and allege as follows:
INTRODUCTION
1. Petitioners file this lawsuit in the South Carolina Supreme Court’s original
jurisdiction because it involves several important and novel issues of state and federal law that
are of great public interest and should be decided by this Court in the first instance.
2. This case involves a schism in the United Methodist Church (*UMC”) and

subsequent disputes between local congregations and the South Carolina Conference of the UMC



over both the process and legality of disaffiliation from the UMC and the subsequent ownership
of real estate deeded to the local congregations.

3. The UMC is a worldwide Christian denomination formed in 1968 by the union of
two churches, The Evangelical United Brethren Church and The Methodist Church.

4. While the UMC itself is not incorporated and does not have a central headquarters
or single executive leader, it acts through geographical subunits called conferences. The highest-
level conference, the General Conference, is a global assembly of the UMC that meets regularly
every four years. Additionally, there are 54 annual conferences in the United States that, as the
name suggests, meet annually.

5. Defendant The South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church (the
“South Carolina Conference”) is the annual conference of the UMC that represents UMC
churches in South Carolina. Plaintiff are local churches in South Carolina along with one of the
church’s pastor and the chair of its Church Council. These annual conferences are administrative
subdivisions of the UMC presided over by a bishop and cabinet who meet annually. Annual
conferences are themselves split into geographic districts, each with a district superintendent
who serves the local churches within that district and acts as the go-between for individual
churches and Defendant Conference.

6. The UMC also has a Judicial Council that serves as an internal, ecclesiastical
administrative court that issues rulings regarding conflicts arising within the UMC.

7. The UMC is governed by the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church

(the “Book of Discipline”),* which operates as the constitution and governing document of the

LUNITED METHODIST CHURCH, THE BOOK OF DISCIPLINE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2020/2024 (2024) A digital edition of the UMC Book of Discipline is available for free at



UMC. The Book of Discipline is the connectional agreement that sets forth the terms of the
shared community entered into by all individuals and entities associated with the UMC. It is
published and is generally revised and updated every four years by the General Conference of
the UMC. The current version of the Book of Discipline is the 2024/2020 edition.

8. The UMC, through its conferences, claims to be the beneficiary of a trust created
by the Book of Discipline and allegedly applicable to all the property of the UMC’s churches
nationwide. But the UMC is unincorporated and incapable of holding property; therefore, it does
not and cannot own any of Plaintiffs” property per the 2024/2020 Book of Discipline  2501.

9. The UMC and the South Carolina Conference also claim that if a congregation of
the UMC withdraws from the UMC, other than in limited circumstances not applicable here, the
congregation’s property is forfeited and becomes the property of the incorporated annual
conference or board of trustees of the geographical conference in which it is located. In this case,
this would be Defendant South Carolina Conference.

10.  Since the UMC’s formation in 1968, the denomination has lost nearly half its
members in the United States. Since June of 2023 alone, more than 7,000 congregations have
disaffiliated.

11.  Although there are still over 24,000 UMC congregations in the United States
owning real property valued at over $60 billion, members are fleeing the denomination in droves
and its local conferences can no longer financially support themselves.

12. In 2019, amid increasing strife between local churches and the UMC over issues

of sexuality, especially homosexuality and the ordination of homosexual clergy, the UMC

https://issuu.com/cokesbury/docs/the_book_of discipline_of the united_methodist_chu?fr=xK
AE9_zUINQ.



enacted { 2553 of the Book of Discipline, a special disaffiliation provision. Under that provision,
the UMC gave local churches a “limited right” to vote to disaffiliate from the UMC and retain
their property if they were disaffiliating “for reasons of conscience” related to “the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals.” Paragraph
2553 specified that its unique disaffiliation process would expire on December 31, 2023. It also
provided that each conference “may develop additional standard terms that are not inconsistent
with” the other provisions of the paragraph.

13. Paragraph 2553 provided an off ramp for approximately 7,000 Methodist
churches that disaffiliated from the UMC across the country.?

14. But the disaffiliation process did not go smoothly. Instead, it resulted in hundreds
of lawsuits being filed across the country involving claims of, among other things, breach of
contract, fraud, quiet title, and modification of trust. Disaffiliation litigation has unfolded in at
least 15 states, including: Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, California, Alabama, Florida,
Georgia, Illinois, Hawaii, Kentucky, Tennessee, Texas, New York, North Carolina, and South

Carolina. It has also made its way to appellate courts in at least eight states.’

2 See Why Have Thousands of United Methodist Churches in the US Quit the Denomination,
ASSOCIATED PRESS (Dec. 15, 2023, 8:02 AM), https://apnews.com/article/united-methodist-
congregations-leaving-lgbtg-bans-dbd315f329e4cfec4ba78916668ab50b.

3 See, e.g., Oklahoma Ann. Conf. of the United Methodist Church, Inc. v. Timmons, 538 P.3d 170
(Okla. 2023); Aldersgate United Methodist Church of Montgomery v. Alabama-W. Fla. Conf. of
United Methodist Church, Inc., -- S0.3d --, No. SC-2023-0830, 2024 WL 2790269, at *1 (Ala.
May 31, 2024); Fifth Ave. United Methodist Church of Wilmington v. N. Carolina Conf., Se.
Jurisdiction, of United Methodist Church, Inc., 911 S.E.2d 106 (N.C. Ct. App. 2024); S. Dist.
Union of United Methodist Church v. First United Methodist Church of Huntington Beach, No.
G062996, 2024 WL 4230555 (Cal. Ct. App. Sept. 18, 2024), rev. denied (Dec. 31, 2024); S.
Cent. Jurisdictional Conf. of United Methodist Church v. S. Methodist Univ., 674 S.W.3d 334,
348 (Tex. App. 2023), rev. granted (Oct. 18, 2024); New York Ann. Conf. of United Methodist
Church v. Bethel Bible Ministries, 226 A.D.3d 1127, 209 N.Y.S.3d 200 (NY 3d App. Div. 2024);
First United Methodist Church of Hobe Sound, Florida, Inc., et al. v. The Board of Trustees of
the Florida Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, Inc., et al, Case No. 1D23-1043



15. Plaintiff The Methodist Church of Simpsonville explored the disaffiliation
process under § 2553 but, like many other churches, did not undertake and complete the process
before it expired on December 31, 2023.

16.  Nonetheless, after disaffiliation under {2553 ended, the South Carolina
Conference approved a process designed to continue allowing local congregations to disaffiliate
under § 2549 of the Book of Discipline, typically reserved for closure of churches no longer
serving their original purpose.

17. Disaffiliation under { 2549 allowed a local congregation to retain its property in
exchange for making a supposedly “discounted” payment of a 10% tithe of the appraised value
of all church property and liquid assets to the UMC. The Conference and its representatives
made specific, individual representations to scores of Methodist churches in South Carolina
regarding the availability, timing, and terms of that process.

18.  Approximately 215 local South Carolina congregations disaffiliated from the
UMC under 1 2549 in 2023 through 2024.

19.  Other South Carolina congregations materially relied on those representations and
undertook extensive and costly efforts to comply with all procedural and financial obligations.
These actions were taken in good faith, based on the understanding that the churches would be
permitted to retain their property and continue ministry outside the denomination without
interference or reversal of the agreed-upon terms. As explained more fully below, however, the
Defendants reneged on their promises, and many churches (including the 40+ against whom the

Conference is now threatening litigation) were unable to disaffiliate through that process.

(Fla. 1st DCA 2024); The Methodist Church of Cape St. Claire, et al, v. The Baltimore
Washington Conference of the United Methodist Church, Inc., et al., Case Number 1812-2024
(Md. App. Ct. 2024).



20. At the quadrennial UMC General Conference in late April 2024, the UMC did not
renew the off-ramp process for departing congregations (which, as noted above, had expired on
December 31, 2023) and, instead, adopted several formal changes to the Book of Discipline that
formalized the denomination’s liberal theological shift. Several UMC state conferences
(including South Carolina) still maintained their own processes for disaffiliation, and many
Methodist churches in South Carolina continued in the promised process under § 2549.

21.  The UMC Judicial Counsel abruptly pulled the rug out from numerous
congregations who were in the process of disaffiliating in late October 2024 by declaring that
disaffiliation was no longer possible or permissible at all.

22, Following the 2024 UMC General Conference and its formal and final adoption
of theologically liberal positions, the Methodist Church of Simpsonville (then known as
Simpsonville United Methodist Church) concluded it had no choice but to disaffiliate from the
denomination in order to pursue its deeply held religious beliefs, which now fundamentally differ
from the UMC and the South Carolina Conference.

23. Instead of accepting that it was at a theological impasse with numerous
congregations and honoring its promise to permit these congregations to disaffiliate from the
UMC and retain their property, the South Carolina Conference turned to the courts and litigation.

24.  The South Carolina Conference sued the Methodist Church of Simpsonville on
November 5, 2024, in Greenville County, seeking a declaration, among other things, that the
church had not lawfully disaffiliated from the UMC, and the local congregation’s property
belonged to the UMC, not the local church as a South Carolina nonprofit corporation. See Case

No. 2024CP2306475.



25.  Then, on March 5, 2025, using the caption of the suit against The Methodist
Church of Simpsonville, the South Carolina Conference moved in this Court for assignment to a
single trial judge of approximately 40 actual or imminent cases against other local churches,

stating that “[i]n the very near future, it is likely that up to 42 individual lawsuits will be

pending around the state that all center on the key legal issues of church corporate identity and
ownership of the local church property.”

26.  The South Carolina Conference is now well on its way to making good on its
promise to file over 40 individual lawsuits against local Methodist congregations that have
disaffiliated from the UMC. It has filed lis pendens against most of them and has commenced
litigation against a subset of that group, including against the Petitioners named in this
Complaint.

27.  Although these lawsuits involve individual facts and circumstances, two general
issues dominate: (a) whether these local congregations properly and lawfully disaffiliated from
the UMC, and (b) whether the Book of Discipline’s Trust Clause applies to the disaffiliating
local churches’ property.

28.  The Local Churches bring this declaratory judgment action in this Court’s original
jurisdiction to affirm its right under the U.S. and South Carolina Constitutions to the free
exercise of religion and the freedom to associate with whom it pleases—and correspondingly, to
dissociate from whom it pleases. Further, the Local Churches seek to affirm and clarify their
interest in property parcels solely owned by the each local church, but which the South Carolina
Conference claims a right to pursuant to the trust provisions of the Book of Discipline.

29.  The public interest would be served by the exercise of this Court’s original

jurisdiction here. It is against the public interest to permit denominational leadership to promise a



way for local churches to disaffiliate from the UMC with their property intact, and then have the
rug pulled out from them and be hauled into court. This Court should correct the grave injustice
here by articulating the applicable law in a just, consistent, and speedy fashion, and then let
circuit court judges apply the relevant law to the unique facts of each case.

30.  The scope of the litigation—up to 42 individual lawsuits—and the importance of
the claims merits this Court’s exercise of its original jurisdiction.

PARTIES

31. Plaintiff the Methodist Church of Simpsonville, f/k/a Simpsonville United
Methodist Church is a local congregation, organized as a nonprofit corporation under South
Carolina law.

32. Plaintiff Michael Smith is the pastor of The Methodist Church of Simpsonville.

33. Plaintiff Heidi Meek Medlin is the Chair of the Church Council of The Methodist
Church of Simpsonville.

34. Plaintiff Jackson Grove Methodist Church is a local congregation, organized as a
nonprofit corporation under South Carolina law.

35. Plaintiff Calhoun Falls Methodist Church is a local congregation, organized as a
nonprofit corporation under South Carolina law.

36. Plaintiff Good Shepherd Methodist Church is a local congregation, organized as a
nonprofit corporation under South Carolina law.

37. Plaintiff Trinity Methodist Church of Lancaster is a local congregation, organized
as a nonprofit corporation under South Carolina law.

38. Plaintiff Aldersgate Methodist Church is a local congregation, organized as a

nonprofit corporation under South Carolina law.



39. Plaintiff Boiling Springs Methodist Church is a local congregation, organized as a
nonprofit corporation under South Carolina law.

40. Plaintiff Fort Lawn Methodist Church is a local congregation, organized as a
nonprofit corporation under South Carolina law.

41. Plaintiff Panola Methodist Church is a local congregation, organized as a
nonprofit corporation under South Carolina law.

42. Plaintiff Dickson Methodist Church is a local congregation, organized as a
nonprofit corporation under South Carolina law.

43. Non-Party The United Methodist Church is a worldwide Christian denomination
organized by conferences. The UMC is not named as a defendant herein because it is not a legal
entity that can sue or be sued per the 2016 Book of Discipline { 2501.

44,  Defendant The South Carolina Conference is the annual conference of the UMC
that represents UMC churches in South Carolina.

45, Defendant Leonard E. Fairley is, on information and belief, a resident of South
Carolina and an official of the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church.

46. Defendant Cathy Mitchell is, on information and belief, a resident of South
Carolina and an official of the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church.

47.  Defendant Fran Elrod is, on information and belief, a resident of South Carolina
and an official of the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church.

48.  Defendant Steve Brown is, on information and belief, a resident of South Carolina
and an official of the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church.

49, Defendant Terry Fleming is, on information and belief, a resident of South

Carolina and an official of the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church.



50. Defendant Telley Gadson is, on information and belief, a resident of South
Carolina and an official of the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church.

51. Defendant Anthony Hodge is, on information and belief, a resident of South
Carolina and an official of the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church.

52.  Defendant Chris Lollis is, on information and belief, a resident of South Carolina
and an official of the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church.

53.  Defendant Ken Nelson is, on information and belief, a resident of South Carolina
and an official of the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church.

54.  Defendant Steve Patterson, Jr. is, on information and belief, a resident of South
Carolina and an official of the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church.

55. Defendant Rev. Jeffrey Salley is, on information and belief, a resident of South
Carolina and an official of the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church.

JURISDICTION

56.  The Local Churches brings this action pursuant to Article V, Section 5 of the
South Carolina Constitution, Section 14-3-310 of the South Carolina Code, the South Carolina
Uniform Declaratory Judgment Act, S.C. Code Ann. § 15-31-10 et seq., and Rule 245 of the
South Carolina Appellate Court Rules.

57. The South Carolina Supreme Court has original jurisdiction because “the public
interest is involved” and “special grounds of emergency or other good reasons exist.” Rule 245,

SCACR.
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FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

58. Petitioner The Methodist Church of Simpsonville, f/k/a Simpsonville United
Methodist Church, is a local congregation organized as a nonprofit corporation under South
Carolina law. Michael Smith is its pastor. Heidi Meek Medlin is the Chair of its Church Council.

59.  The Methodist Church of Simpsonville was founded in 1916. Originally known as
the Simpsonville Methodist Episcopal Church, the church was (and still is) located on Southeast
Main Street in Simpsonville, South Carolina. For more than a century, the local church’s
members have gathered, worshiped, and served there.

60. For more than a century, their sacrificial giving—and theirs alone—has funded
the work and ministry of the local church. And for more than a century, they alone have bought,
paid for, owned, improved, and maintained their gathering place.

61. Most of the property owned by the Local Church is contiguous and, together, it
forms the main church campus on Southeast Main Street. Another parcel is a parsonage located a
few miles away. Some of the parcels do not have (and have never had) a trust clause in the deed.
One of them—a 1954 deed for the parcel on which most of the sanctuary sits—has trust language
that refers only to The Methodist Church: a denomination that has been defunct for the past 58
years.

62.  The UMC was formed in April 1968, 52 years after the Local Church came into
existence.

63. It is true that when the Local Church joined the UMC, the Book of Discipline
contained the Trust Clause, { 2501, providing that property held by a local church affiliated with

the UMC should be held in trust for the denomination. But that’s only part of the story.
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64. The Book of Discipline also provided—and still provides—that for local
congregations that predated the UMC (such as the Methodist Church of Simpsonville), their
ownership of their real property was not altered by the creation of the UMC, its Book of
Discipline, or the local church’s absorption into the new denomination:

Section IX. Protection of Rights of Congregations

f 261. Nothing in the Plan and Basis of Union at any time after the
union is to be construed so as to require any local church of . . . the former
The Methodist Church to alienate or in any way to change the title to
property contained in its deed or deeds at the time of union; and lapse of
time or usage shall not affect said title or control.

UMC Book of Discipline, 1 261 (2024/2020).

65. The deeds to other real property owned by the Methodist Church of Simpsonville
never had any reversionary interest or purported trust language until 2016, when such language
was surreptitiously inserted without the knowledge or authorization of the church’s Church
Council or Members.

66. In 2024, after several years of growing frustration with changes in theological
positions and doctrinal interpretations by the UMC, especially regarding sexual morality, the
Local Church determined it had no choice but to disaffiliate from the UMC.

67. Pastor Mike Smith submitted his resignation to the denomination in early June
2024. Thereafter, the Local Church’s unanimous church council undertook a series of actions
and resolutions taken in compliance with South Carolina law to disaffiliate from the UMC
denomination, amend the church’s Articles of Incorporation, change the church’s registered
name, change its registered agent, adopt and file Restated Articles of Incorporation, adopt

Bylaws, adopt a resolution revoking the alleged (but unauthorized) trust clauses in the 2016
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quitclaim deeds, and informed the Greenville County Register of Deeds of the name change and
revocations.

68.  After these actions were taken, counsel for the Local Church informed the South
Carolina Conference that the church had discontinued its affiliation with the UMC.

69.  Five months later, on November 5, 2024, the South Carolina Conference filed a
complaint for declaratory and injunctive relief in South Carolina state court, Greenville County,
alleging that the Local Church’s purported disaffiliation from the UMC violated the Book of
Discipline and failed to comply with the separation procedures adopted by the South Carolina
Conference and were therefore not authorized and void. See South Carolina Conference of The
United Methodist Church v. Simpsonville United Methodist Church, et. al, Case No.
2024CP2306475.

70.  The other Petitioner Local Churches named as Petitioners in this Complaint
likewise predate the formation of the UMC and likewise own real estate and other property.

71.  These churches relied on representations made by the Defendants regarding the
promised ability to disaffiliate under | 2549 of the Book of Discipline.

72.  After the Defendants reneged on that process, the Local Churches took action to
change their names, alter their Articles and/or Bylaws, and disaffiliate from the UMC.

73.  The Conference subsequently filed lis pendens against the Local Churches’ real
properties and sued or threatened to sue them.

74.  These complaints alleged that the Trust Clause in the Book of Discipline applies
to all property of UMC local churches—including the Local Churches’ properties and sought
injunctions forcing clergy to vacate parsonages, cease communication with congregants, and

requiring property to be transferred to the Conference.
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75.  The South Carolina Conference also sought a declarations from the lower courts
that the denominational trust clause in the Book of Discipline is valid, and enforceable, that the
Local Churches’ separations were ineffective and they may not separate or disaffiliate, that the
corporate filings undertaken by the Local churches were null and void and must be withdrawn,
and that the ownership of all property and assets, tangible and intangible, of Simpsonville United
Methodist Church remains with that corporate entity.

76.  On March 5, 2025, the South Carolina Conference filed a Motion with this Court
seeking the Assignment of a Single Trial Judge for these cases.

77, In support of its motion, the South Carolina Conference declared that, in addition
to the Methodist Church of Simpsonville, it had received Notices of Separation from 40 local
UMC churches located throughout South Carolina and seeking to separate from the South
Carolina Conference and the UMC. In anticipation of bringing 41 additional lawsuits against
these local congregations, the South Carolina Conference filed lis pendens in the relevant county
for the properties owned by the relevant 41 other local churches.

78. In support of its motion for assignment to a single trial judge of all of the 42
pending or anticipated cases against local churches, the South Carolina Conference argued that
“[i]n the very near future, it is likely that up to 42 individual lawsuits will be pending around the
state that all center on the key legal issues of church corporate identity and ownership of the local
church property at issue.” (Motion for Assignment to a Single Trial Judge, at 5) (emphasis
added).

79.  The South Carolina Conference believes that the “legal issues are likely to be
identical or substantially similar across all actions.” (Motion for Assignment to a Single Trial

Judge, at 5) (emphasis added).
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80. It further argues that assignment to a single judge “would conserve and streamline
the resources of the parties and counsel,” and promote uniformity in adjudication. (Motion for
Assignment to a Single Trial Judge, at 5.)

81.  The Local Church filed its Return to Motion for Assignment to a Single Judge on
April 14, 2025.

82.  The South Carolina Conference’s motion for assignment to a single judge is
pending.

83.  The Local Church’s motion to dismiss has been continued pending this Court’s
decision on the motion to assign a single trial judge.

84.  The South Carolina Conference has filed nine other lawsuits against local South
Carolina Methodist congregations.

85. Upon information and belief, the South Carolina Conference plans to file
approximately 30 additional lawsuits against local congregations within the next 30 days.

FOR A FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
(Declaratory Judgment)

86. Petitioners repeat and re-allege the allegations of the preceding paragraphs above
herein, verbatim.
87. Petitioners respectfully ask that this Court declare:
a. The South Carolina Conference lacks standing to enforce the Trust Clause in the
Book of Discipline, given that, on its face, the Trust Clause inures to the benefit
of the entire UMC denomination, not an individual state conference.
b. Under the business judgment rule, the South Carolina Conference lacks standing
to challenge the actions of local congregations acting lawfully and within their

discretion as nonprofits duly incorporated under South Carolina law.

c. The South Carolina Conference’s lawsuits against local congregations are barred
by the ecclesiastical abstention doctrine.
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The South Carolina Conference’s lawsuits against local congregations are barred
by the doctrine of judicial estoppel.

The South Carolina Conference’s lawsuits are barred by the First Amendment to
the US Constitution and Article | § 2 of the South Carolina Constitution.

The Church Council of a local Methodist church—regardless of whether the
congregation is formally incorporated as a South Carolina nonprofit
corporation—constitutes the church’s Board of Directors for purposes of
corporate governance and the South Carolina Nonprofit Corporation Act.

The congregants of a Methodist church whose names appear on the church’s
membership rolls and who are in good standing and who historically have had the
right to vote in the selection or approval of Church Council members, church
Trustees, clergy, or budgetary or financial matters constitute the nonprofit
corporation’s Members as that term is used in the South Carolina Nonprofit
Corporation Act.

. When a Methodist church that predates the formation of the UMC owns real
property, and the deed for that property does not contain any reversionary interest
or purported trust language, and when that local church has taken no affirmative
corporate action expressly to incorporate or affirm the UMC’s Book of Discipline
and its purported property trust clause in the local church’s Articles of
Incorporation or Bylaws, then the local church owns the real property outright,
and no reversionary interest or purported trust language will be imposed on it
merely because of the church’s current or former affiliation with the UMC whose
Book of Discipline purports to impose such an interest on property owned by
affiliated local churches.

When a Methodist church that predates the formation of the UMC owns real
property, and the deed for that property contains a reversionary interest or
purported trust language referring to another Methodist denomination (even if no
longer an active denomination), and the local church has taken no affirmative
corporate action expressly to incorporate or affirm the UMC’s Book of Discipline
and its purported property trust clause in the church’s Articles of Incorporation or
Bylaws, the local church owns the real property outright, and no reversionary
interest or purported trust language will be imposed on it merely because of the
congregation’s current or former affiliation with a state or national denomination
whose Book of Discipline purports to impose such an interest on property owned
by affiliated local churches.

When a Methodist church owns real property, and the deed for that property
contains a reversionary interest or purported trust language referring to the UMC,
but that reversionary or trust language was added to the deed without the
knowledge and authorization of the Church Council, and the local church has
taken no subsequent affirmative corporate action expressly to incorporate or

16



88.

affirm the UMC’s Book of Discipline and its purported trust clause in the
church’s Articles of Incorporation or Bylaws, the purported reversionary interest
or trust language is revocable under South Carolina law and it can be revoked by
majority vote of the local church’s Church Council or Members.

k. When a Methodist church owns real property, and that property is the subject of a
conveyance—including a quitclaim deed that effectively conveys the property
from the church (or its Trustees) to the church (or its Trustees) or otherwise
effectively leaves practical possession of the property unchanged—and the
conveyance inserts language into the deed purporting to impose a reversionary
interest or trust language, and when that conveyance or the insertion of such
language was not authorized by the Church Council or the church’s Members, the
conveyance is deemed voidable under South Carolina law and can be declared
void and can be undone by a majority vote of the local church’s Church Council
or Members.

I. If a Methodist church owns personal property or cash or other liquid assets, and if
the UMC or its state-level affiliate is not expressly listed as a co-owner of the
personal property or account or has not exercised direct, active, daily access to,
control over, or possessory interest in that property or funds, then the ownership
of the property or funds rests solely with the local congregation, and no
possessory interest will be inferred or imposed by virtue of the state or national
denomination’s Book of Discipline or other purported ecclesiastical authority.

Petitioners respectfully request that this Court grant such further relief as it deems

just and proper.

WHEREFORE Petitioners pray this Court accept this Complaint in its original

jurisdiction and:

A.

Issue a declaratory judgment articulating the applicable law governing the South
Carolina UMC disaffiliation litigation, consistent with the law as articulated in { 87,
supra.

Enjoin Defendant from violating the law governing the UMC disaffiliation litigation
as articulated by this Court.

For such other relief as this Court deems just.
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April 14, 2025
Greenville, South Carolina

By:

NELSON MULLINS RILEY & SCARBOROUGH LLP

/s/Miles Coleman

Miles E. Coleman (SC Bar No. 78264)
2 West Washington Street / Suite 400
Post Office Box 10084 (29603-0084)
Greenville, SC 29601
miles.coleman@nelsonmullins.com
(864) 373-2300

Attorney for Petitioners The Methodist Church of
Simpsonville, Heidi Meek Medlin, and Michael Smith

/s/ James Bannister

James Bannister (SC Bar No. 8895)
BANNISTER, WYATT & STALVEY LLC
24 Cleveland St/ Suite 100
Greenville, SC 29601
jbannister@bannisterwyatt.com
(864) 298-0084

David C. Gibbs, I1I*

NATIONAL CENTER FOR LIFE & LIBERTY
13790 Roosevelt Blvd., Ste. A
Clearwater, Florida 33762
dgibbs@gibbsfirm.com

*application for admission pro hac vice forthcoming

Attorneys for Jackson Grove Methodist Church, Calhoun
Falls Methodist Church, Good Shepherd Methodist Church,
Trinity Methodist Church of Lancaster, Aldersgate Methodist
Church, Boiling Springs Methodist Church, Fort Lawn
Methodist Church, Panola Methodist Church, Dickson
Methodist Church
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EXHIBIT B



THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE SUPREME COURT
The South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church............ Plaintiff/Movant,
V.

Simpsonville United Methodist Church, The Methodist Church of Simpsonville, and Michael
Smith................. Defendants/Respondents.

Greenville County
2024-CP-23-06475

MOTION FOR ASSIGNMENT TO A SINGLE TRIAL JUDGE

Pursuant to Rule 240, SCACR and Article V, § 4 of the South Carolina Constitution,
Plaintiff/Movant The South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church (the
“Conference”) herein moves to assign the above-referenced matter, pending in the Circuit Court
for Greenville County, South Carolina, and at least 40 additional matters involving the Conference
regarding similarly-situated United Methodist churches around the state of South Carolina, to a
single trial court judge.! The background and grounds for this motion are as follows:

Background

In the above-captioned matter and in all similar matters, the Conference asserts or will
assert that in the United States, The United Methodist Church is organized into regionally-based
“annual conferences.” The Conference is one such annual conference and serves as The United
Methodist Church denominational connection point for all local United Methodist churches
geographically located in South Carolina. The United Methodist Church is a hierarchical church

governed by The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (*Discipline”). The

' As detailed below, as of the date of this Motion, the Conference anticipates approximately 40
additional, similar actions for which /is pendens have already been filed.
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Discipline was originally published in 1784 and constitutes the law and doctrine of The United
Methodist Church, which all local United Methodist churches, clergy, and lay members agree to
follow. Since the denomination’s founding, the Discipline has required all local churches to hold
their property in trust for the use and benefit of the mission and ministry of The United Methodist
Church (the “Trust Clause™). The Trust Clause applies to all real and personal property owned or
controlled by a local United Methodist church, including the church buildings and fixtures,
parsonages, endowments, and funds so that the same can benefit future United Methodists.

On November 5, 2024, the Conferénce commenced the above-captioned action against
Simpsonville United Methodist Church (“Simpsonville UMC”), the Methodist Church of
Simpsonville (“MCS”), and Michael Smith (the church’s pastor) arising from MCS’s purported
disaffiliation from the Conference and The United Methodist Church. The Conference sought
declaratory and injunctive relief in its original Complaint and has filed a Motion to Amend the
Summons and Complaint and For Joinder and Realignment of Parties to add additional
information, causes of action, and plaintiffs and defendants as well as realign Simpsonville UMC
from a defendant to a plaintiff. MCS and Smith have filed a Motion to Dismiss the original
Complaint, which is currently scheduled for a hearing in Greenville County on March 25, 2025,
along with the Conference’s Motion to Amend the Summons and Complaint and For Joinder and
Realignment of Parties.

From late November 2024 until the date of this Motion, the Conference has received
Notices of Separation from 40 local United Methodist churches located in many parts of the state

purporting to separate from the Conference and The United Methodist Church.> A compilation of

2 Most of these churches (39 of 40) are represented by the same counsel: James W. Bannister,
Esq. along with attorneys from the Florida-based National Center for Life and Liberty.
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these Notices of Separation is attached hereto as Exhibit A. A group of individuals purporting to

act on behalf of an additional United Methodist church has taken steps consistent with attempted

separation by filing with the South Carolina Secretary of State Nonprofit Corporation Articles of

Amendment and Changes of Registered Agents. In addition to Simpsonville UMC in Greenville

County,? the other purportedly separating churches and locations are as follows:

(M
)
3)
“)
)
(6)
(7
(®)
)
(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)
(14)
(15)
(16)

Aldersgate United Methodist Church of Greenwood (Greenwood County)
Andrews Chapel United Methodist Church (Clarendon County)
Bellinger Chapel United Methodist Church (Allendale County)

Bethel United Methodist Church of Bethune (Kershaw County)
Beulah United Methodist Church (Calhoun County)

Bogansville United Methodist Church (Union County)

Boiling Springs United Methodist Church (Lexington County)
Brunson United Methodist Church (Hampton County)

Calhoun Falls United Methodist Church (Abbeville County)

Camp Swamp United Methodist Church (Horry County)

Canaan United Methodist Church (Cherokee County)

Ebenezer United Methodist Church (Abbeville County)

Emma Gray Memorial United Methodist Church (Spartanburg County)
Eutawville United Methodist Church (Orangeburg County)

Folly Beach United Methodist Church (Charleston County)

Fort Lawn United Methodist Church (Chester County)

3 As shown by the record in this matter, Simpsonville United Methodist Church is represented by
Miles Coleman, Esq. of Nelson Mullins.
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(17)  Good Shepherd United Methodist Church — Lancaster (Lancaster County)
(18)  Gordon Memorial United Methodist Church (Fairfield County)

(19)  Grace United Methodist Church of Pickens (Pickens County)

(20)  Hardeeville United Methodist Church (Jasper County)

(21)  Jackson Grove United Methodist Church (Greenville County)

(22)  Jefferson United Methodist Church (Chesterfield County)

(23)  Livingston United Methodist Church (Orangeburg County)

(24)  Lupo Memorial United Methodist Church (Greenwood County)

(25)  Montgomery Memorial United Methodist Church (Spartanburg County)
(26)  Monticello United Methodist Church (Fairfield County)

(27)  Panola United Methodist Church (Greenwood County)

(28)  Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church (Bamberg County)

(29)  Providence United Methodist Church of Holly Hill (Orangeburg County)
(30)  Rehoboth United Methodist Church of Greenwood (Greenwood County)
(31)  Republican United Methodist Church of McCormick (McCormick County)
(32)  St. James United Methodist Church of Laurens (Laurens County)

(33)  St. Paul United Methodist Church of Florence (Florence County)

(34)  Swallow Savannah United Methodist Church (Allendale County)

(35)  Trinity United Methodist Church of Bamberg (Bamberg County)

(36)  Trinity United Methodist Church of Lancaster (Lancaster County)

(37)  Trinity United Methodist Church of Laurens (Laurens County)

(38)  Union United Methodist Church of Cope (Orangeburg County)

(39)  Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church (Charleston County)
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(40)  Zion United Methodist Church of Dorchester (Dorchester County)

(41)  Zion United Methodist Church of Lancaster (Lancaster County)

As shown by the above list, these churches span the state. A map showing the various counties
involved is attached as Exhibit B.

The text of the Notices of Separation (see Exhibit A), which is essentially identical except
for the name of the local church with regard to the 38 churches represented by the same counsel,
is unequivocal and leaves the Conference no choice but to proceed to litigation. The Conference
has filed /is pendens in the relevant county for the properties owned by the relevant 41 local
churches (except for Simpsonville UMC, which is already in litigation) such that litigation is
imminent. A compilation of the filed /is pendens is attached as Exhibit C.*

Argument

In the very near future, it is likely that up to 42 individual lawsuits will be pending around
the state that all center on the key legal issues of church corporate identity and ownership of the
local church property at issue. That number, of course, could increase if more United Methodist
churches serve Notices of Separation on the Conference or otherwise purport to take corporate
action to separate. The legal issues are likely to be identical or substantially similar across all
actions. Due to the volume of actions and the almost statewide reach of the churches and property
at issue, there is a heightened risk that trial court rulings may not be uniform. In addition, assigning
these matters to one trial court judge for adjudication would conserve and streamline the resources
of the parties and counsel, particularly as the Conference would be represented by the same counsel

throughout, and the vast majority of the 42 churches (38) are represented by the same counsel.

* As of the filing of this Motion, most of the filed /is pendens have been accepted, with two still in
process with the respective clerks of court. Non-file stamped version of those /is pendens are
included in the compilation.
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This Court has appointed a single trial judge to high volume church property litigation
across multiple counties and judicial circuits in the state in the past. See, e.g., The Protestant
Episcopal Church in the Diocese of S.C. v. The Episcopal Church, 439 S.C. 284, 887 S.E.2d 508
(2022); The Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of S.C. v. The Episcopal Church, 421
S.C. 211, 806 S.E.2d 82 (2017). The Court has also appointed a single trial judge to cases across
the state that have identical or similar legal issues to promote efficiency and party resources as
well as reduce the risk of inconsistent rulings. See, e.g., S.C. Supreme Court Order of May 17,
2023, in In re. Act No. 236 Litigation, Thompson v. Killian et al.; S.C. Supreme Court Order of
October 31, 2017, in In re: V.C. Summer Nuclear Project. In order to promote the effective and
expeditious disposition of these matters by uniform rulings and to conserve judicial and party
resources, the Conference respectfully requests and moves that the Court appoint a single trial
judge to adjudicate all cases regarding the Conference and the purportedly separating churches.

Pursuant to Rule 11, SCRCP, the undersigned counsel certifies that her firm has attempted

consultation with opposing counsel prior to filing this motion.

[Signature block on following page. ]
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March 5, 2025
Columbia, South Carolina

Respectfully submitted,

HAYNSWORTH SINKLER BOYD, P.A.

James Y. Becker (SC Bar No. 64991)
Costa M. Pleicones (SC Bar No. 4479)
Elizabeth H. Black (SC Bar No. 76067)
Ronald T. Scott (SC Bar No. 103751)
Sarah J. Reisinger (SC Bar No. 107007)
1201 Main Street, 22nd Floor

Post Office Box 11889 (29211-1889)
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

(803) 779.3080 - telephone

(803) 765.1243 - fax
jbecker@hsblawfirm.com
cpleicones(@hsblawfirm.com
eblack@hsblawfirm.com
rscott@hsblawfirm.com
sreisinger(@hsblawfirm.com

Kathleen C. McKinney (SC Bar No. 3860)
1 North Main Street, 2nd Floor
Greenville, SC 29601-2772

P.O. Box 2048(29602-2048)

(864) 240-3200
kmckinney(@hsblawfirm.com

CASSIDY COATES PRICE, P.A.

William A. Coates (SC Bar No. 1289)
Vincent Clark Price (SC Bar No. 4567)
P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

(864) 349-2600
wac(@cassidycoates.com
cprice@cassidycoates.com

Attorneys for Plaintiff The South Carolina
Conference of The United Methodist
Church
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE SUPREME COURT
The South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church............ Plaintiff/Movant,
V.

Simpsonville United Methodist Church, The Methodist Church of Simpsonville, and Michael
Smith................. Defendants/Respondents.

Greenville County
2024-CP-23-06475

PROOF OF SERVICE
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miles.coleman@nelsonmullins.com

James Bannister

Bannister, Wyatt & Stalvey, LLC
P.O. Box 10007

24 Cleveland Street, Suite100
Greenville, SC 29603

(864) 298-0084
jbannister@bannisterwyatt.com

Beth Valdes, Paralegal
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The South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church v. Simpsonville United
Methodist Church, The Methodist Church of Simpsonville, and Michael Smith
In The Supreme Court
Greenville County Case No.: 2024-CP-23-06475

Exhibit A to Motion for
Assignment to a Single Trial
Judge

Notices of Separation



ﬁ PO Box 5076 888.233.NCLL (6255)

- Largo, Florida inffo@NCLL.org
L 'S 33779 www.NCLL.org
NATIONAL CENTER FOR LIFE AND LIBERTY December 13, 2024
Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Aldersgate United Methodist Church of Greenwood - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of
the United Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Aldersgate United Methodist Church of Greenwood
("Church") in its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United
Methodist denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South
Carolina Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South
Carolina Annual Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to
pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Aldersgate
United Methodist Church of Greenwood has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina
Conference of the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with
our client; all future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by
phone at (727) 362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

.t

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia

ATTORNEYS AT LAaw




ﬁ PO Box 5076 888.233.NCLL (6255)

- Largo, Florida inffo@NCLL.org
L 'S 33779 www.NCLL.org
NATIONAL CENTER FOR LIFE AND LIBERTY February 3, 2025
Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Andrews Chapel United Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Andrews Chapel United Methodist Church ("Church")
in its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Andrews Chapel
United Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference of
the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client; all
future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727)
362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
-/

C
James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT Law

o0 Hanst

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia




ﬁ PO Box 5076 888.233.NCLL (6255)

- - Largo, Florida inffo@NCLL.org
L 'S 33779 www.NCLL.org
NATIONAL CENTER FOR LIFE AND LIBERTY January 17, 2025
Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Bellingers Chapel Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Bellingers Chapel Methodist Church ("Church") in its
separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Bellingers
Chapel Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference of
the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client; all
future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727)
362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
-/

C
James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT Law

o0 Hanst

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia




ﬁ PO Box 5076 888.233.NCLL (6255)
inffo@NCLL.org

Largo, Florida
ok drw * 33779 www.NCLL.org

NCLL

NATIONAL CENTER FOR LIFE AND LIBERTY January 27.2025
2

Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Bethel United Methodist Church of Bethune - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the
United Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Bethel United Methodist Church of Bethune ("Church")
in its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Bethel United
Methodist Church of Bethune has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference
of the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client;
all future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727)
362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,

or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
-/

C
James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT Law

o0 Hanst

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia




ﬁ PO Box 5076 888.233.NCLL (6255)

- Largo, Florida inffo@NCLL.org
L 'S 33779 www.NCLL.org
NATIONAL CENTER FOR LIFE AND LIBERTY January 17, 2025
Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Beulah United Methodist Church, Inc. - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Beulah United Methodist Church, Inc. ("Church") in
its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Beulah United
Methodist Church, Inc. has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference of the
United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client; all
future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727)
362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
-/

C
James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT Law

o0 Hanst

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia




ﬁ PO Box 5076 888.233.NCLL (6255)

- - Largo, Florida inffo@NCLL.org
L 'S 33779 www.NCLL.org
NATIONAL CENTER FOR LIFE AND LIBERTY December 16, 2024
Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Bogansville United Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Bogansville United Methodist Church ("Church") in its
separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Bogansville
United Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference of
the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client; all
future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727)
362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAaw

.t

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia




ﬁ PO Box 5076 888.233.NCLL (6255)

- Largo, Florida inffo@NCLL.org
L 'S 33779 www.NCLL.org
NATIONAL CENTER FOR LIFE AND LIBERTY December 23, 2024
Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Boiling Springs United Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Boiling Springs United Methodist Church ("Church")
in its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Boiling Springs
United Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference of
the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client; all
future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727)
362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAaw

.t

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia




ﬁ PO Box 5076 888.233.NCLL (6255)

- - Largo, Florida inffo@NCLL.org
L 'S 33779 www.NCLL.org
NATIONAL CENTER FOR LIFE AND LIBERTY January 7, 2025
Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Brunson United Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Brunson United Methodist Church ("Church") in its
separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Brunson United
Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client; all future
correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727) 362-
3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAaw

Hhpl Hasz

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia




ﬁ PO Box 5076 888.233.NCLL (6255)
Largo, Florida inffo@NCLL.org

R 'S AN 33779 www.NCLL.org

NCLL

NATIONAL CENTER FOR LIFE AND LIBERTY January 28.2025
2

Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Calhoun Falls United Methodist Church, Inc. - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the
United Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Calhoun Falls United Methodist Church, Inc. ("Church")
in its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Calhoun Falls
United Methodist Church, Inc. has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference
of the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client;
all future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727)
362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
-/

C
James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT Law

o0 Hanst

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Camp Swamp United Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Camp Swamp United Methodist Church ("Church") in
its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Camp Swamp
United Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference of
the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client; all
future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727)
362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
-/

C
James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT Law

o0 Hanst

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Canaan United Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Canaan United Methodist Church ("Church") in its
separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Canaan United
Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client; all future
correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727) 362-
3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAaw

.t

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Ebenezer United Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Ebenezer United Methodist Church ("Church") in its
separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Ebenezer United
Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client; all future
correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727) 362-
3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAaw

.t

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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Via Email and USPS:

Bishop Leonard Fairley, bishop@umecsc.org
4908 Colonial Drive, Suite 121
Columbia, SC 29203

Cathy Mitchell, spdist@umcsc.org
Spartanburg District Superintendent
364 South Pine Street, #B120
Spartanburg, SC 29302

Kay G. Crowe, kay@basjlaw.com
Conference Chancellor

1613 Main Street

Columbia, SC 29201

RE: Emma Gray Memorial United Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the
United Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Emma Gray Memorial United Methodist Church
("Church") in its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United
Methodist denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South
Carolina Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South
Carolina Annual Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to
pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Emma Gray
Memorial United Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina
Conference of the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with
our client; all future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by
phone at (727) 362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

;L@M/K S 7

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia




Attn: Ken Nelson
David Fields

December 28, 2024

RE: DISAFFILIATATION

Our understanding of what the United Methodist Church Council is saying, that if we pay monies to
United Methodist Church and the SC Conference to help pay for the pending Law Suits levied against the
United Methodist Church, and if we do not agree with what they are now preaching, they will allow us
to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church and the SC Conference.

In our option, this sounds like extortion, which Webster defines as “the act or practice of extorting
especially money or other property”, which is illegal in United States of America.

If John & Charles Wesley and George Whitefield were alive today, the United Methodist Church leaders
would be preaching and obeying GOD’s word and the law suits would never happen.

We hired the United Methodist Church Council to send our Church a preacher who would teach us the
Word of GOD, to help save our souls and to use our tithes and offerings to help spread the Word of GOD
to other persons to help save their souls, not to support, based on GOD’s WORD, THE BIBLE what he
hates. (GOD loves the sinner but hates the sin).

You have fail to do what we hired UNITED METHODIST CHURCH to do. You no longer preach from GOD’s
Word, for his word is genuinely clear on homosexuality/LGBTQ (Leviticus 18:22 says: “Do not lie with a
man as one lies with a woman; it is an abomination” and Leviticus 20:13 states: “If a man lies with a man
as one lies with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable. They must be put to death; their
blood will be on their own heads.)

A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. God does not permit a woman to teach or to
assume authority over a man, she must be quiet in worship.

GOD made our gender male and female while we were still in our Mother’s womb. GOD’s word is very
clear on marriage being between man and woman and abortion. GOD GIVES LIFE and GOD TAKES LIFE.
Read the WORD of GOD, the BIBLE.

The United Methodist Church has given no funds to support our church.
The land was donated to us to build our Church with our funds.

We paved the parking lot with our funds.

We put in the stained glass windows in our Church with our funds.

We built the Parsonage home with our funds.

We built the addition onto our Church with our funds.

We paid for a new elevator with our funds.



We paid for a new heat & air unit with our funds
Our church now needs a new our roof, which we will pay for with our funds.
The United Methodist Church Is not mentioned in our deed, or our insurance policy.

We will not pay any monies to disaffiliate from the UNITED METHODIST CHURCH who do not follow and
teach/preach from GOD”s Word, THE BIBLE. With God’s help, we will continue to work to regain God’s
will for our church and reach out to the lost and unchurched.

Therefore, as of January 1, 2025, we are disaffiliating our Church from the United Methodist Church.
We will ask David Fields to turn over his keys as of December 29', 2024.

We pray that you will allow GOD back into your hearts and repent, as you know or should know, when
our heart stops beating for the last time and we meet GOD it will too late to repent.

GOD bless you all and may God have mercy on your souls.

Buck Travis
Chairman of the Trustees for Eutawville Methodist Church

Cc: Ken Nelson
David Fields
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Via Email and USPS:

Bishop Leonard Fairley, bishop@umecsc.org
4908 Colonial Drive

Columbia, SC 29203

Jeffrey Salley, chdist@umcsc.org
Charleston District Superintendent
1125 East Montague Avenue
North Charleston, SC 29405

Kay G. Crowe, kay@basjlaw.com
Conference Chancellor

1613 Main Street

Columbia, SC 29201

RE: Folly Beach United Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Folly Beach United Methodist Church ("Church") in
its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). Our client was initially restricted by Bishop Holston from pursuing disaffiliation.
Subsequently, they were offered an option to 'separate,’ which they undertook in good faith. However, this option was later
denied following a decision by the Judicial Council. Our client had made clear its doctrinal and theological concerns when
requesting separation last year, which the Conference declined. Since then, the General Conference amended the Book of
Discipline, changing its views on marriage and gender that have been held by the denomination for over two centuries and by
the Church for millennia. These changes are in direct conflict with our client's sincerely held religious beliefs, necessitating
their immediate separation from the denomination.

As unanimously voted by the Church leadership and affirmed by all trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Folly Beach
United Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference of
the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client; all
future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727)
362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings, or clergy
appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate departure,
followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

o006 Haso

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Fort Lawn United Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Fort Lawn United Methodist Church ("Church") in its
separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Fort Lawn
United Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference of
the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client; all
future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727)
362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAaw

Hhpl Hasz

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: The Church of the Good Shepherd, Lancaster, SC, United Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South
Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents The Church of the Good Shepherd, Lancaster, SC,
United Methodist Church ("Church") in its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church
("Conference") and the United Methodist denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation
process provided by the South Carolina Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual
Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate,
the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that The Church of
the Good Shepherd, Lancaster, SC, United Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of
the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct
communications with our client; all future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly
at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727) 362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT Law

o0t HaszE

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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Via Email and USPS:

Bishop Leonard Fairley, bishop@umecsc.org
4908 Colonial Drive, Suite 121

Columbia, SC 29203

Rev. Fran Elrod, codist@umcsc.org
Colombia District Superintendent
4908 Colonial Drive

Columbia, SC 29203

William A. Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Gordon Memorial United Methodist Church, Inc. - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the
United Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Gordon Memorial United Methodist Church, Inc.
("Church") in its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United
Methodist denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South
Carolina Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South
Carolina Annual Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to
pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Gordon
Memorial United Methodist Church, Inc. has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina
Conference of the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with
our client; all future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by
phone at (727) 362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

;L@M/K fn T

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Hardeeville United Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Hardeeville United Methodist Church ("Church") in its
separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Hardeeville
United Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference of
the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client; all
future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727)
362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAaw

.t

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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Via Email and USPS:

Bishop Leonard Fairley, bishop@umecsc.org
4908 Colonial Drive, Suite 121
Columbia, SC 29203

Rev. Jim Dennis, gvdist@umcsc.org
Greenville District Superintendent
213 College Street

Greenville, SC 29601

Kay G. Crowe, kay@basjlaw.com
Conference Chancellor

1613 Main Street

Columbia, SC 29201

RE: Jackson Grove United Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Jackson Grove United Methodist Church ("Church") in
its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Jackson Grove
United Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference of
the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client; all
future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727)
362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

oot Hisz

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia

ATTORNEYS AT LAw
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Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Jefferson United Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Jefferson United Methodist Church ("Church") in its
separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Jefferson United
Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client; all future
correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727) 362-
3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
-/

C
James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT Law

o0 Hanst

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Livingston United Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Livingston United Methodist Church ("Church") in its
separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Livingston
United Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference of
the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client; all
future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727)
362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
-/

C
James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT Law

o0 Hanst

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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Via Email and USPS:

Bishop Leonard Fairley, bishop@umecsc.org
4908 Colonial Drive, Suite 121

Columbia, SC 29203

Chris Lollis, gwdist@umcsc.org
Greenwood District Superintendent
P.O. Box 49968

Greenwood, SC 29649

Kay G. Crowe, kay@basjlaw.com
Conference Chancellor

1613 Main Street

Columbia, SC 29201

RE: Lupo Memorial United Methodist Church, Inc. - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the
United Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Lupo Memorial United Methodist Church, Inc.
("Church") in its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United
Methodist denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South
Carolina Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South
Carolina Annual Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to
pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Lupo Memorial
United Methodist Church, Inc. has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference
of the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client;
all future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727)
362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

;L@M/K fn T

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Montgomery Memorial United Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the
United Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Montgomery Memorial United Methodist Church
("Church") in its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United
Methodist denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South
Carolina Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South
Carolina Annual Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to
pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Montgomery
Memorial United Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina
Conference of the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with
our client; all future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by
phone at (727) 362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAaw

Lot HaszE

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Monticello United Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Monticello United Methodist Church ("Church") in its
separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Monticello
United Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference of
the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client; all
future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727)
362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
-/

C
James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT Law

o0 Hanst

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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NATIONAL CENTER FOR LIFE AND LIBERTY February 5, 2025
Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Panola United Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist
Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Panola United Methodist Church ("Church") in its
separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Panola United
Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client; all future
correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727) 362-
3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
-/

C
James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT Law

o0 Hanst

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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NATIONAL CENTER FOR LIFE AND LIBERTY December 16, 2024
Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church ("Church") in
its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Pleasant Hill
United Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference of
the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client; all
future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727)
362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAaw

.t

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Providence United Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United
Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Providence United Methodist Church (""Church") in its
separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Providence
United Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference of
the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client; all
future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727)
362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
-/

C
James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT Law

o0 Hanst

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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NATIONAL CENTER FOR LIFE AND LIBERTY January 9, 2025
Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Rehoboth United Methodist Church of Greenwood, SC - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference
of the United Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Rehoboth United Methodist Church of Greenwood, SC
("Church") in its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United
Methodist denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South
Carolina Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South
Carolina Annual Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to
pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Rehoboth
United Methodist Church of Greenwood, SC has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina
Conference of the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with
our client; all future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by
phone at (727) 362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAaw

Lot HaszE

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Republican United Methodist Church of McCormick, Inc. - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina
Conference of the United Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Republican United Methodist Church of McCormick,
Inc. ("Church") in its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the
United Methodist denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the
South Carolina Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South
Carolina Annual Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to
pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Republican
United Methodist Church of McCormick, Inc. has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South
Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct
communications with our client; all future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly
at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727) 362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

e

-
James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAw

o0t Hasz

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: St. James United Methodist Church of Laurens - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the
United Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents St. James United Methodist Church of Laurens
("Church") in its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United
Methodist denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South
Carolina Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South
Carolina Annual Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to
pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that St. James United
Methodist Church of Laurens has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference
of the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client;
all future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727)
362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAaw

o0t HaszE

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: St. Paul United Methodist Church of Florence - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the
United Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents St. Paul United Methodist Church of Florence
("Church") in its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United
Methodist denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South
Carolina Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South
Carolina Annual Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to
pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that St. Paul United
Methodist Church of Florence has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference
of the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client;
all future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727)
362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

o mzren &
%

(/
James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAw

oot HiiaE

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Swallow Savannah United Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the
United Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Swallow Savannah United Methodist Church
("Church") in its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United
Methodist denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South
Carolina Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South
Carolina Annual Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to
pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Swallow
Savannah United Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina
Conference of the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with
our client; all future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by
phone at (727) 362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAaw

o0t HaszE

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Trinity United Methodist Church of Lancaster, Inc. - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the
United Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Trinity United Methodist Church of Lancaster, Inc.
("Church") in its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United
Methodist denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South
Carolina Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South
Carolina Annual Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to
pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Trinity United
Methodist Church of Lancaster, Inc. has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina
Conference of the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with
our client; all future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by
phone at (727) 362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAaw

o0t HaszE

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Trinity United Methodist Church of Laurens, Inc. - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the
United Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Trinity United Methodist Church of Laurens, Inc.
("Church") in its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United
Methodist denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South
Carolina Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South
Carolina Annual Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to
pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Trinity United
Methodist Church of Laurens, Inc. has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina
Conference of the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with
our client; all future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by
phone at (727) 362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAaw

o0t HaszE

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Trinity United Methodist Church of Bamberg, Inc. - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the
United Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Trinity United Methodist Church of Bamberg, Inc.
("Church") in its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United
Methodist denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South
Carolina Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South
Carolina Annual Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to
pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Trinity United
Methodist Church of Bamberg, Inc. has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina
Conference of the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with
our client; all future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by
phone at (727) 362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAaw

o0t HaszE

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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NATIONAL CENTER FOR LIFE AND LIBERTY January 16, 2025
Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Union United Methodist Church of Cope, S.C. - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the
United Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Union United Methodist Church of Cope, S.C.
("Church") in its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United
Methodist denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South
Carolina Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South
Carolina Annual Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to
pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Union United
Methodist Church of Cope, S.C. has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference
of the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client;
all future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727)
362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

o mzren &
%

(/
James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAw

oot HiiaE

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia




ﬂ PO Box 5076 888.233.NCLL (6255)

- Largo, Florida inffo@NCLL.org
L 'S 33779 www.NCLL.org
NATIONAL CENTER FOR LIFE AND LIBERTY December 6, 2024
Via Email and USPS:

Bishop Leonard Fairley, bishop@umecsc.org
4908 Colonial Drive, Suite 121
Columbia, SC 29203

Jeffrey Salley, chdist@umcsc.org
Charleston District Superintendent
1125 East Montague Avenue
North Charleston, SC 29405

Kay G. Crowe, kay@basjlaw.com
Conference Chancellor

1613 Main Street

Columbia, SC 29201

RE: Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the
United Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church ("Church")
in its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Wesley
Memorial United Methodist Church has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina
Conference of the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with
our client; all future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by
phone at (727) 362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

oot Hisz

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia

ATTORNEYS AT LAw
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Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Zion United Methodist Church of Dorchester - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the
United Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Zion United Methodist Church of Dorchester ("Church")
in its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Zion United
Methodist Church of Dorchester has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference
of the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client;
all future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727)
362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,

or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT Law

o0 Hanst

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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Via Email and USPS:

William Coates, wac@cassidycoates.com
Clark Price, cprice@cassidycoates.com
Cassidy Coates Price

P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

RE: Zion United Methodist Church of Lancaster - Notice of Separation from the South Carolina Conference of the
United Methodist Church

To Whom It May Concern:

Our firm, The National Center for Life and Liberty, represents Zion United Methodist Church of Lancaster ("Church")
in its separation from the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church ("Conference") and the United Methodist
denomination (“denomination”). As you are aware, our client was in the separation process provided by the South Carolina
Annual Conference to leave the Conference as promised during the 2024 Annual Conference. Due to the South Carolina Annual
Conference’s breach of their promise and refusal to allow the Church to separate, the Church was forced to pursue other options.

As voted by the Church and affirmed by its council and trustees, this letter serves as formal notice that Zion United
Methodist Church of Lancaster has separated from the Conference and is no longer a member of the South Carolina Conference
of the United Methodist Church and the denomination. Please refrain from any further direct communications with our client;
all future correspondence should be directed to our office. You may contact me directly at david@ncll.org or by phone at (727)
362-3700.

Furthermore, the Church unequivocally rejects any further actions by the Conference related to its beliefs, teachings,
or clergy appointments. Any attempt by the Conference to access Church property will result in a request for immediate
departure, followed by removal by law enforcement for trespassing if necessary. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/James Bannister

James W. Bannister

BANNISTER, WYATT STALVEY, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAaw

.t

David C. Gibbs III

Admitted in Florida, North Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbia
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF GREENWOOD Case No. 2025-
South Carolina Conference of The United
Mecthodist Church,
NOTICE OF LIS PENDENS
(Non-Jury)
Plaintiff,
VSs.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church of
Greenwood and Aldersgate Methodist Church
of Greenwood,

Defendants.

Notice is hereby given that an action has been or within twenty (20) days will be
commenced by Plaintiff the South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church, and
others, against the Defendants Aldersgate United Methodist Church and Aldersgate Methodist
Church of Greenwood, and others, to, among other potential causes of action, quiet title to any and
all real property owned by these Defendants, including but not limited to, the following described
real property:

All that lot or parcel of land situate a short distance outside the City of Greenwood,
in Greenwood County, South Carolina, known and designated as Lot No. Seventy-
one (71) of Pine Grove Hills Subdivision (Addition to Abners Acres) as more fully
and accurately shown by plat of said subdivision made by E.S. Ethridge, C.E., dated
September 6, 1954, as revised by J. Hearst Coleman Co., Engineers, on October 14,
1954, to show various utility easements, which plat is recorded in the Office of the
Clerk of Court for Greenwood County in Plat Book 7, at Pages 52 and 53, and by
reference is made part hereof. Said Lot No. 71 has a frontage of ninety-two and six
tenths (92.6) feet along the Western side of Lanham Street, and extends back
thereform in a Westerly direction for a distance of one hundred seventy and six-
tenths (170.6) feet on the Northern side, and one hundred forty-seven and two-
tenths (147.2) feet, on the Southern side, and is one hundred twenty (120) feet wide
along the rear or Western side, and is bounded on the North by that portion of Lot
No. 72 of Pine Grove Hills Subdivision hereinbelow described; on the East by
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Lanham Street, on the South by public street; and on the West by other property of
Farm Equipment, Inc.

ALSO: All that lot or parcel of land situate a short distance outside the City of
Greenwood, in Greenwood County, South Carolina, consisting of a portion of Lot
No. Seventy-two (72) of Pinc Grove Hills Subdivision (Addition to Abecners
Acres), which lot is designated as Parcel “B” on plat made by J. Hearst Coleman
Co., Engrs., dated September 1, 1959, dividing said Lot No. 72 into Parcels “A”
and “B”, which plat is recorded in Plat Book 10, at Page 150. The said Parcel “B”
hereby conveyed has a frontage of eighty-four and three-tenths (84.3) feet on
Lanham Street, and extends back therefrom in a Westerly direction for a distance
of one hundred eighty-three and three-tenths (183.3) feet on the Northern side, and
for a distance of one hundred seventy and 60/100ths (170.6) feet on the Southern
side, and has a width of thirty (30) feet along the rear or Western side, and is
bounded on the North by Parcel “A” of said plat, being the remainder of Lot No.
72 of Pine Grove Hills Subdivision (Addition to Abner Acres), which has been
conveyed to Shirley Brumfield, on the East by Lanham Street; on the South by Lot
No. 71 of said Pine Grove Hills Subdivision above described; and on the West by
other property of Farm Equipment, Inc.

DERIVATION: This is the identical property conveyed to the Board of Trustees
of Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church herein by Deed of Abner P.
Stockman, dated September 16, 1959 and recorded September 28, 1959 in Deed
Book 142, at Page 122 in the office of the Clerk of Court for Greenwood County.
Aldersgate United Methodist Church of Greenwood was chartered and
incorporated on June 22, 1995 as recorded in the Office of the Secretary of State of
South Carolina. In the Conference Resolution of May 30, 1993, it was provided
that the name of Galloway United Methodist Church be changed to Aldersgate
United Methodist Church of Greenwood to be [sic] become effective upon the
occupany of the new facilities. The new facilitics have been occupied and this Deed
is made pursuant to the aforesaid Resolution for the purpose of confirming title in
Aldersgate United Methodist Church of Greenwood.

TMS# 6856-245-947
Property Address: 401 Lanham Street, Greenwood County, South Carolina 29649

AND

All that certain piece, parcel or lot of land lying, situate and being the County of
Greenwood, State of South Carolina, being shown as the casternmost tract of 5.55
acres on a plat entitled “Property of Joe E. Adams, Jr.” prepared by Heaner
Engineering Company dated June 18, 1971, and recorded in the office of the Clerk
of Court for Greenwood County in Plat Book 19 at page 186. The said lot fronts
for a distance of 348.33 feet on Northside Drive and for an additional distance of
79.45 feet along the highway right of way between Northside Drive and South
Carolina Highway No. 254 and extends back therefrom for an eastern boundary for
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a distance of 479.92 feet and for a western boundary for a distance of 502.76 feet
and 1s 564.09 feet wide in the rear and bounded as follows: On the north by
Northside Drive; on the west by the remaining lot of 5.55 acres as shown on the
aforesaid plat; on the south by other property now or formerly of Christine B.
Adams; and on the west by South Carolina Highway No. 254.

DERIVATION: This is the identical property conveyed to the Board of Trustees
of Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church by deed of Joseph E. Adams, Jr.
recorded February 1, 1993 in Deed Book 378, at Page 143. Aldersgate United
Methodist Church was chartered and incorporated on June 22, 1995 as recorded in
the Office of the Secretary of State of South Caorlina. In the Conference Resolution
of May 30, 1993, it was provided that the name of Galloway Memorial United
Methodist Church be changed to Aldersgate United Methodist Chruch of
Greenwood to become effective upon the occupany of the new facilities erected
thereon. The new facilities have been occupied and this Deed is made pursuant to
the aforesaid Resolution for the purpose of confirming title in Aldersgate United
Methodist Church of Greenwood.

TMS# 6847-375-451
Property Address: 103 Northside Drive, West, Greenwood, South Carolina 29649.

[Signature on Next Page]
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March 3, 2025

Respectfully submitted,

HAYNSWORTH SINKLER BOYD, P.A.

s/James Y. Becker

James Y. Becker (SC Bar No. 64991)
Costa Pleicones (SC Bar No. 4479)
Elizabeth H. Black (SC Bar No. 76067)
Ronald T. Scott (SC Bar No. 103751)
Sarah J. Reisinger (SC Bar No. 107007)
1201 Main Street, 22nd Floor

Post Office Box 11889 (29211-1889)
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

(803) 779.3080 - telephone

(803) 765.1243 - fax
ibecker(@hsblawf{irm.com
cpleicones@hsblaw{irm.com
eblack@hsblawfirm.com
rscott@hsblaw(irni.com
sreisinger@hsblawfirm.com

Kathleen C. McKinney (SC Bar No. 3860)
1 North Main Street, 2nd Floor
Greenville, SC 29601-2772

P.O. Box 2048(29602-2048)

(864) 240-3200

kmckinnev@hsblawfirm.com

CASSIDY COATES PRICE, P.A.

William A. Coates (SC Bar No. 1289)
Vincent Clark Price (SC Bar No. 4567)
P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

(864) 349-2600
wac(@cassidycoates.com
epricefcassidycoates.com

Attorneys for the South Carolina
Conference of The United Methodist
Church
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF CLARENDON
South Carolina Conference of The United Case No. 2025-
Mcthodist Church,
Plaintiff,
VS, NOTICE OF LIS PENDENS
(Non-Jury)

Andrews Chapel United Methodist Church and
Andrews Chapel Church,

Defendants.

Notice is hereby given that an action has been or within twenty (20) days will be
commenced by Plaintiff the South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church, and
others, against the Defendants Andrews Chapel United Methodist Church and Andrews Chapel
Church, and others, to, among other potential causes of action, quiet title to any and all real

property owned by the Defendants.

[Signature on Next Page]
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March 4, 2025

Respectfully submitted,

HAYNSWORTH SINKLER BOYD, P.A.

s/James Y. Becker

James Y. Becker (SC Bar No. 64991)
Costa Pleicones (SC Bar No. 4479)
Elizabeth H. Black (SC Bar No. 76067)
Ronald T. Scott (SC Bar No. 103751)
Sarah J. Reisinger (SC Bar No. 107007)
1201 Main Street, 22nd Floor

Post Office Box 11889 (29211-1889)
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

(803) 779.3080 - telephone

(803) 765.1243 - fax
ibecker@hsblaw{irm.com
cpleicones(@hsblaw{irm.com
cblack@hsblaw{irm.com
rscott@hsblawfirm.com
sreisinger@hsblawfirm.com

Kathleen C. McKinney (SC Bar No. 3860)
1 North Main Street, 2nd Floor
Greenville, SC 29601-2772

P.O. Box 2048(29602-2048)

(864) 240-3200
kmclkinney@hsblawfirm.com

CASSIDY COATES PRICE, P.A.

William A. Coates (SC Bar No. 1289)
Vincent Clark Price (SC Bar No. 4567)
P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

(864) 349-2600
wac(@cassidycoates.com
cprice(@cassidycoates.com

Attorneys for the South Carolina
Conference of The United Methodist
Church
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF ALLENDALE
South Carolina Conference of The United Case No. 2025-
Methodist Church,
Plaintiff,
VS. NOTICE OF LIS PENDENS
(Non-Jury)

Bellingers Chapel United Methodist Church,
Bellingers Chapel Methodist Church, and
Bellinger Chapel Church,

Defendants.

Notice is hereby given that an action has been or within twenty (20) days will be
commenced by Plaintiff the South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church, and
others, against the Defendants Bellingers Chapel United Methodist Church, Bellingers Chapel
Methodist Church, and Bellinger Chapel Church, and others, to, among other potential causes of

action, quiet title to any and all real property owned by the Defendants.

[Signature on Next Page]
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March 4, 2025

Respectfully submitted,

HAYNSWORTH SINKLER BOYD, P.A.

s/James Y. Becker

James Y. Becker (SC Bar No. 64991)
Costa Pleicones (SC Bar No. 4479)
Elizabeth H. Black (SC Bar No. 76067)
Ronald T. Scott (SC Bar No. 103751)
Sarah J. Reisinger (SC Bar No. 107007)
1201 Main Street, 22nd Floor

Post Office Box 11889 (29211-1889)
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

(803) 779.3080 - telephone

(803) 765.1243 - fax
ibecker(@hsblawf{irm.com
cpleicones@hsblawfirm.com
eblack@hsblawfirm.com
rscott@hsblawfirm.com
sreisinger@hsblawfirm.com

Kathleen C. McKinney (SC Bar No. 3860)
1 North Main Street, 2nd Floor
Greenville, SC 29601-2772

P.O. Box 2048(29602-2048)

(864) 240-3200
kmckinnev@hsblawfirm.com

CASSIDY COATES PRICE, P.A.

William A. Coates (SC Bar No. 1289)
Vincent Clark Price (SC Bar No. 4567)
P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

(864) 349-2600
wac(wceassidycoates.com
cprice(@cassidycoates.com

Attorneys for the South Carolina
Conference of The United Methodist
Church
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF KERSHAW
South Carolina Conference of The United Case No. 2025~
Mecthodist Church,
Plaintiff,
VS. NOTICE OF LIS PENDENS
(Non-Jury)

Bethel United Methodist Church of Bethune
and Bethel Methodist Church of Bethune,

Defendants.

Notice is hereby given that an action has been or within twenty (20) days will be
commenced by Plaintiff the South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church, and
others, against the Defendants Bethel United Methodist Church of Bethune and Bethel Methodist
Church of Bethune, and others, to, among other potential causes of action, quiet title to any and all

real property owned by the Defendants.

[Signature on Next Page]
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March 4, 2025

Respectfully submitted,

HAYNSWORTH SINKLER BOYD, P.A.

s/James Y. Becker

James Y. Becker (SC Bar No. 64991)
Costa Pleicones (SC Bar No. 4479)
Elizabeth H. Black (SC Bar No. 76067)
Ronald T. Scott (SC Bar No. 103751)
Sarah J. Reisinger (SC Bar No. 107007)
1201 Main Street, 22nd Floor

Post Office Box 11889 (29211-1889)
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

(803) 779.3080 - telephone

(803) 765.1243 - fax
ibecker@hsblawfirm.com
cpleicones(@hsblawfirm.com
cblack@hsblawfirm.com
rscott(chsblawfirm.com
sreisinger@hsblawirm.com

Kathleen C. McKinney (SC Bar No. 3860)
1 North Main Street, 2nd Floor
Greenville, SC 29601-2772

P.O. Box 2048(29602-2048)

(864) 240-3200

kmckinney@hsblawfirm.com

CASSIDY COATES PRICE, P.A.

William A. Coates (SC Bar No. 1289)
Vincent Clark Price (SC Bar No. 4567)
P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

(864) 349-2600
wac(@cassidycoates.com
cprice(@cassidycoates.com

Attorneys for the South Carolina
Conference of The United Methodist
Church
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF CALHOUN
South Carolina Conference of The United Case No. 2025-
Mecthodist Church,
Plaintiff,
VS. NOTICE OF LIS PENDENS
(Non-Jury)

Beulah United Methodist Church, Inc. and
Beulah Methodist Church, Inc.,

Defendants.

Notice is hereby given that an action has been or within twenty (20) days will be
commenced by Plaintiff the South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church, and
others, against the Defendants Beulah United Methodist Church, Inc. and Beulah Methodist
Church, Inc., and others, to, among other potential causes of action, quiet title to any and all real

property owned by the Defendants.

[Signature on Next Page]
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March 4, 2025

Respectfully submitted,
HAYNSWORTH SINKLER BOYD, P.A.

s/James Y. Becker

James Y. Becker (SC Bar No. 64991)
Costa Pleicones (SC Bar No. 4479)
Elizabeth H. Black (SC Bar No. 76067)
Ronald T. Scott (SC Bar No. 103751)
Sarah J. Reisinger (SC Bar No. 107007)
1201 Main Street, 22nd Floor

Post Office Box 11889 (29211-1889)
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

(803) 779.3080 - telephone

(803) 765.1243 - fax
ibecker@hsblaw{irm.com
¢plercones(@hsblawfirm.com
chlack@hsblawfirm.com
rscott@@hsblawfirm.com
sreisinger@hsblawfirm.com

Kathleen C. McKinney (SC Bar No. 3860)
1 North Main Street, 2nd Floor
Greenville, SC 29601-2772

P.O. Box 2048(29602-2048)

(864) 240-3200

kmckinneyv@hsblaw{irm.com

CASSIDY COATES PRICE, P.A.

William A. Coates (SC Bar No. 1289)
Vincent Clark Price (SC Bar No. 4567)
P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

(864) 349-2600
wac(@cassidycoates.com
eprice(wcassidycoates.com

Attorneys for the South Carolina
Conference of The United Methodist
Church
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF UNION
South Carolina Conference of The United Case No. 2025-
Methodist Church,
Plaintiff,
VS. NOTICE OF LIS PENDENS
(Non-Jury)

Bogansville United Methodist Church and
Bogansville Methodist Church,

Defendants.

Notice is hereby given that an action has been or within twenty (20) days will be
commenced by Plaintiff the South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church, and
others, against the Defendants Bogansville United Methodist Church and Bogansville Methodist
Church, and others, to, among other potential causes of action, quiet title to any and all real

property owned by the Defendants, including, but not limited to, the following described real

property:

All that certain strip of land, situate, lying and being in Bogansville Township,
Union County, South Carolina, consisting of .49 acres, more or less, fronting on
S.C. Hwy. 215, being bounded on the south by lands of Fannie Mae Calicutt, on
the east by lands of Bogan, on the north by lands belonging to Bogansville
Methodist Church and on the west by the aforesaid state highway The property
hereby conveyed is more particularly shown on that certain plat made by Thomas
D. Sherbert, Jr., RLS, dated January 2, 1993 and recorded in the Office of the Clerk
of Court for Union County in Plat Book 28, Page 43. This is a portion of that same
identical tract of land conveyed to Paul Calicutt by deed from Ella J. Smith dated
July 15, 1950 and recorded in the Office of the Clerk of Court for Union County in
Deed Book 97, Page 303. Paul Calicutt died testate on October 3, 1980, lcaving as
his sole heir Fannie Mae Callicutt as reflected in Probate Package 2743 in the Office
of the Probate Judge for Union County, South Carolina.

Together with all and singular the rights, members, hereditaments and
appurtenances to said premises belonging or in any wise incident or appertaining;
to have to hold all the singular the premises before mentioned unto the grantee(s),
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and the grantee’s(s’) heirs or successor and assigns, forever. And the grantor(s)
do(es) hereby bind the grantor(s) and the grantor’s(s’) heirs or successors, executors
and administrators to warrant and forever defend all singular said premises unto the
grantee(s) and the grantee’s(s’) heirs or successors and against every person
whomsoever lawfully claiming or to claim the same or any part thereof.

TMS# 052-00-00-012
Property Address: 4052 Buffalo West Springs Hwy., Union, SC

DERIVATION: This being the same property conveyed to Bogan Methodist
Church by Fannie Mae Calicutt by Deed dated January 21, 1993 and recorded
January 26, 1993 in the Office of the Clerk of Court for Union County in Deed
Book 208 at Page 877.

[Signature on Next Page]
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March 3, 2025

Respectfully submitted,
HAYNSWORTH SINKLER BOYD, P.A.

s/ James Y. Becker

James Y. Becker (SC Bar No. 64991)
Costa Pleicones (SC Bar No. 4479)
Elizabeth H. Black (SC Bar No. 76067)
Ronald T. Scott (SC Bar No. 103751)
Sarah J. Reisinger (SC Bar No. 107007)
1201 Main Street, 22nd Floor

Post Office Box 11889 (29211-1889)
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

(803) 779.3080 - telephone

(803) 765.1243 - fax
ibecker@hsblawfirm.com
cpleicones(@hsblawfirm.com
eblack@hsblaw{irm.com
rscotti@whsblawfirm.com
sreisinger@hsblawfirm.com

Kathleen C. McKinney (SC Bar No. 3860)
1 North Main Street, 2nd Floor
Greenville, SC 29601-2772

P.O. Box 2048(29602-2048)

(864) 240-3200
kmckinnevhsblawf{irm.com

CASSIDY COATES PRICE, P.A.

William A. Coates (SC Bar No. 1289)
Vincent Clark Price (SC Bar No. 4567)
P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

(864) 349-2600
wac(@cassidycoales.com
cprice(geassidycoates.com

Attorneys for the South Carolina
Conference of The United Methodist
Church
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF LEXINGTON
South Carolina Conference of The United Case No. 2025-
Mcethodist Church,
Plaintiff,
V. NOTICE OF LIS PENDENS
(Non-Jury)

Boiling Springs United Methodist Church and
Boiling Springs Methodist Church,

Defendants.

Notice is hereby given that an action has been or within twenty (20) days will be
commenced by Plaintiff the South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church, and
others, against the Defendants Boiling Springs United Mcthodist Church and Boiling Springs
Methodist Church, and others, to, among other potential causes of action, quiet title to any and all

real property owned by the Defendants, including, but not limited to, the following described real

property:

All that certain piece, parcel, tract or lot of land, with improvements thercon,
situate, lying and being in the County of Lexington, State of South Carolina,
fronting on Calks Ferry Road, containing 8.82 acres, more or less, as more fully
shown and delineated on that plat prepared for Boiling Springs Methodist Church,
by Arthur J. Weed, Reg. Land Surveyor, dated July 19, 1990, and recorded in the
Office of the Register of Deeds for Lexington County, SC in Plat Book 240, at Page
74; said parcel having such boundaries and measurements as shown on said plat.

TMS# 8500-01-006
Property Address: 2372 Calks Ferry Road, Lexington, SC 29073

DERIVATION: This being the same property conveyed to Boiling Springs United
Methodist Church, a South Carolina nonprofit religious corporation by Boiling
Springs United Methodist Church, an unincorporated association by Deed dated
November 4, 2007 and recorded November 9, 2007 in the Office of the R.O.D. for
Lexington County in Deed Book 12471 at Page 57.

[Signature on Next Page]
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March 3, 2025

Respectfully submitted,

HAYNSWORTH SINKLER BOYD, P.A.

s/ James Y. Becker

James Y. Becker (SC Bar No. 64991)
Costa Pleicones (SC Bar No. 4479)
Elizabeth H. Black (SC Bar No. 76067)
Ronald T. Scott (SC Bar No. 103751)
Sarah J. Reisinger (SC Bar No. 107007)
1201 Main Street, 22nd Floor

Post Office Box 11889 (29211-1889)
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

(803) 779.3080 - telephone

(803) 765.1243 - fax
ibecker@hsblaw{irm.com
cpleicones@hsblawfirm.com
cblack@hsblawfirm.com
rscott@hsblawfirm.com
sreisinger@hsblawfirm.com

Kathleen C. McKinney (SC Bar No. 3860)
1 North Main Street, 2nd Floor
Greenville, SC 29601-2772

P.O. Box 2048(29602-2048)

(864) 240-3200
kmckinnev(@hsblawtirn.com

CASSIDY COATES PRICE, P.A.

William A. Coates (SC Bar No. 1289)
Vincent Clark Price (SC Bar No. 4567)
P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

(864) 349-2600
wac(cassidycoales.com
cprice(@cassidycoates.com

Attorneys for the South Carolina
Conference of The United Methodist
Church
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF HAMPTON
South Carolina Conference of The United Case No. 2025-
Mecthodist Church,
Plaintiff,
VS. NOTICE OF LIS PENDENS
(Non-Jury)

Brunson Methodist Church and Brunson
Church,

Defendants.

Notice is hereby given that an action has been or within twenty (20) days will be
commenced by Plaintiff the South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church, and
others, against the Defendants Brunson Methodist Church and Brunson Church, and others, to,
among other potential causes of action, quiet title to any and all real property owned by the
Defendants, including, but not limited to, the following described real property:

All that certain piece, parcel, or tract of land, together with all improvements
thereon, situate, lying and being in the Southern Section of Brunson, County of
Hampton, State of South Carolina, containing 0.034 acre, more or less, as shown
on a plat prepared for Brunson Methodist Church by C. Lawton Maner, RLS #8370
dated April 11, 2013 and recorded in the office of the Clerk of Court for Hampton
County, South Carolina in Plat Book 24 at page 204. This plat is incorporated and
made a part of this description by reference. For further description as to courses,
distances, metes and bounds, reference is made to the plat.

TMS#: 079-02-14-004
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 82 South Broad Street, Brunson, SC 29911

DERIVATION: This being the same property conveyed to Trustees of the Brunson
United Methodist Church by Bobby G. Sullivan, Sr. by Deed dated May 8, 2013
and recorded May 8, 2013 in the Office of the Clerk of Court for Hampton County
in Deed Book 395 at Page 251.

[Signature on Next Page]

S000052d15202#3SVO - SYI1d NOWWNOD - NOLdWVH - Nd £§°€ €0 18N G202 - 3114 ATTVOINOYLO3 T3



March 3, 2025

Respectfully submitted,

HAYNSWORTH SINKLER BOYD, P.A.

s/ James Y. Becker

James Y. Becker (SC Bar No. 64991)
Costa Pleicones (SC Bar No. 4479)
Elizabeth H. Black (SC Bar No. 76067)
Ronald T. Scott (SC Bar No. 103751)
Sarah J. Reisinger (SC Bar No. 107007)
1201 Main Street, 22nd Floor

Post Office Box 11889 (29211-1889)
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

(803) 779.3080 - telephone

(803) 765.1243 - fax
ibecker@hsblaw{irm.com
cpleicones@@hsblawfirn.com
cblack@hsblawirm.com
rscott(@hsblawfirm.com
sreisinger@hsblawfirm.com

Kathleen C. McKinney (SC Bar No. 3860)
1 North Main Street, 2nd Floor
Greenville, SC 29601-2772

P.O. Box 2048(29602-2048)

(864) 240-3200
kmckinnev@hsblawfirm.com

CASSIDY COATES PRICE, P.A.

William A. Coates (SC Bar No. 1289)
Vincent Clark Price (SC Bar No. 4567)
P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

(864) 349-2600
wac(@cassidycoales.com
cprice(ccassidycoates.com

Attorneys for the South Carolina
Conference of The United Methodist
Church
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF ABBEVILLE
South Carolina Conference of The United Case No. 2025-
Methodist Church,
Plaintiff,
VS. NOTICE OF LIS PENDENS
(Non-Jury)

Calhoun Falls United Methodist Church, Inc.
and Calhoun Falls Methodist Church, Inc.,

Defendants.

Notice is hereby given that an action has been or within twenty (20) days will be
commenced by Plaintiff the South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church, and
others, against the Defendants Calhoun Falls United Methodist Church, Inc. and Calhoun Falls
Methodist Church, Inc., and others, to, among other potential causes of action, quiet title to any

and all real property owned by the Defendants.

[Signature on Next Page]
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March 4, 2025

Respectfully submitted,

HAYNSWORTH SINKLER BOYD, P.A.

s/James Y. Becker

James Y. Becker (SC Bar No. 64991)
Costa Pleicones (SC Bar No. 4479)
Elizabeth H. Black (SC Bar No. 76067)
Ronald T. Scott (SC Bar No. 103751)
Sarah J. Reisinger (SC Bar No. 107007)
1201 Main Street, 22nd Floor

Post Office Box 11889 (29211-1889)
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

(803) 779.3080 - telephone

(803) 765.1243 - fax
ibecker@hsblaw(irm.com
cpleicones@hsblaw{irm.com
cblack(@hsblawfirm.com
rscott@hsblawfirm.com
sreisinger@hsblawfirm.com

Kathleen C. McKinney (SC Bar No. 3860)
1 North Main Street, 2nd Floor
Greenville, SC 29601-2772

P.O. Box 2048(29602-2048)

(864) 240-3200
kmckinney@hsblawfirm.com

CASSIDY COATES PRICE, P.A.

William A. Coates (SC Bar No. 1289)
Vincent Clark Price (SC Bar No. 4567)
P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

(864) 349-2600
wac(@cassidycoates.com
cprice(@cassidycoates.com

Attorneys for the South Carolina
Conference of The United Methodist
Church
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF ABBEVILLE
South Carolina Conference of The United Case No. 2025-
Mcthodist Church,
Plaintiff,
VS. NOTICE OF LIS PENDENS
(Non-Jury)

Calhoun Falls United Methodist Church, Inc.
and Calhoun Falls Methodist Church, Inc.,

Defendants.

Notice is hereby given that an action has been or within twenty (20) days will be
commenced by Plaintiff the South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church, and
othcrs, against the Dcfendants Calhoun Falls United Methodist Church, Inc. and Calhoun Falls
Methodist Church, Inc., and others, to, among other potential causes of action, quiet title to any

and all real property owned by the Defendants.

[Signature on Next Page]
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March 4, 2025

Respectfully submitted,

HAYNSWORTH SINKLER BOYD, P.A.

s/James Y. Becker

James Y. Becker (SC Bar No. 64991)
Costa Pleicones (SC Bar No. 4479)
Elizabeth H. Black (SC Bar No. 76067)
Ronald T. Scott (SC Bar No. 103751)
Sarah J. Reisinger (SC Bar No. 107007)
1201 Main Street, 22nd Floor

Post Office Box 11889 (29211-1889)
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

(803) 779.3080 - telephone

(803) 765.1243 - fax
ibecker@hsblawfirm.com
cpleicones(@hsblawfirm.com
cblack@hsblawf{irm.com
rscottcwhsblawfirm.com
sreisinger@hsblawlirm.com

Kathleen C. McKinney (SC Bar No. 3860)
1 North Main Street, 2nd Floor
Greenville, SC 29601-2772

P.O. Box 2048(29602-2048)

(864) 240-3200
kmckinnev@hsblawfirm.com

CASSIDY COATES PRICE, P.A.

William A. Coates (SC Bar No. 1289)
Vincent Clark Price (SC Bar No. 4567)
P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

(864) 349-2600
wac(@cassidycoates.com
cprice(@cassidycoates.com

Attorneys for the South Carolina
Conference of The United Methodist
Church
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF HORRY
South Carolina Conference of The United Case No. 2025~
Methodist Church,
Plaintiff,
VS. NOTICE OF LIS PENDENS
(Non-Jury)

Camp Swamp United Methodist Church,
Camp Swamp Methodist Church, and Camp
Swamp Church,

Defendants.

Notice is hereby given that an action has been or within twenty (20) days will be
commenced by Plaintiff the South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church, and
others, against the Defendants Camp Swamp United Methodist Church, Camp Swamp Methodist
Church, and Camp Swamp Church, and others, to, among other potential causes of action, quiet

title to any and all real property owned by the Defendants.

[Signature on Next Page]
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March 4, 2025

Respectfully submitted,

HAYNSWORTH SINKLER BOYD, P.A.

s/James Y. Becker

James Y. Becker (SC Bar No. 64991)
Costa Pleicones (SC Bar No. 4479)
Elizabeth H. Black (SC Bar No. 76067)
Ronald T. Scott (SC Bar No. 103751)
Sarah J. Reisinger (SC Bar No. 107007)
1201 Main Street, 22nd Floor

Post Office Box 11889 (29211-1889)
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

(803) 779.3080 - telephone

(803) 765.1243 - fax
ibecker(@hsblawfirm.com
cpleicones@hsblawfirm.com
eblack@hsblawfirm.com
rscott@hsblaw{irm.com
sreisinger(whsblawfirm.com

Kathleen C. McKinney (SC Bar No. 3860)
1 North Main Street, 2nd Floor
Greenville, SC 29601-2772

P.O. Box 2048(29602-2048)

(864) 240-3200
kmckinney(@hsblawfirm.com

CASSIDY COATES PRICE, P.A.

William A. Coates (SC Bar No. 1289)
Vincent Clark Price (SC Bar No. 4567)
P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

(864) 349-2600
wac(acassidycoates.com
cprice(@cassidycoates.com

Attorneys for the South Carolina
Conference of The United Methodist
Church
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF CHEROKEE
South Carolina Conference of The United Case No. 2025-
Mcthodist Church,
Plaintiff,
VS. NOTICE OF LIS PENDENS
(Non-Jury)
Canaan United Methodist Church and Canaan
Methodist Church,
Defendants.

Notice is hereby given that an action has been or within twenty (20) days will be
commenced by Plaintiff the South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church, and
others, against the Defendants Canaan United Mcthodist Church and Canaan Methodist Church,
and others, to, among other potential causes of action, quiet title to any and all real property owned

by the Defendants.

[Signature on Next Page]
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March 4, 2025

Respectfully submitted,

HAYNSWORTH SINKLER BOYD, P.A.

s/James Y. Becker

James Y. Becker (SC Bar No. 64991)
Costa Pleicones (SC Bar No. 4479)
Elizabeth H. Black (SC Bar No. 76067)
Ronald T. Scott (SC Bar No. 103751)
Sarah J. Reisinger (SC Bar No. 107007)
1201 Main Street, 22nd Floor

Post Office Box 11889 (29211-1889)
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

(803) 779.3080 - telephone

(803) 765.1243 - fax
ibecker@hsblaw{irm.com
cpleicones(@hsblawfinm.com
chlack@hsblawf{irm.com
rscott@hsblawfirm.com
sreisinger(@hsblawfirm.com

Kathleen C. McKinney (SC Bar No. 3860)
1 North Main Street, 2nd Floor
Greenville, SC 29601-2772

P.O. Box 2048(29602-2048)

(864) 240-3200
kmckinney(@hsblawfirm.com

CASSIDY COATES PRICE, P.A.

William A. Coates (SC Bar No. 1289)
Vincent Clark Price (SC Bar No. 4567)
P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

(864) 349-2600
wac(@cassidycoatcs.com
cprice@cassidycoates.com

Attorneys for the South Carolina
Conference of The United Methodist
Church
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF ABBEVILLE
South Carolina Conference of The United Case No. 2025-
Methodist Church,
Plaintiff,
Vs. NOTICE OF LIS PENDENS
(Non-Jury)

Ebenezer Greenwood United Methodist
Church, Ebenezer Methodist Church of
Abbeville, and Ebenezer Church of Abbeville,

Defendants.

Notice is hereby given that an action has been or within twenty (20) days will be
commenced by Plaintiff the South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church, and
others, against the Defendants Ebenezer Greenwood United Methodist Church, Ebenezer
Methodist Church of Abbeville, and Ebenezer Church of Abbeville, and others, to, among other

potential causes of action, quiet title to any and all real property owned by the Defendants.

[Signature on Next Page]
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March 4, 2025

Respectfully submitted,

HAYNSWORTH SINKLER BOYD, P.A.

s/James Y. Becker

James Y. Becker (SC Bar No. 64991)
Costa Pleicones (SC Bar No. 4479)
Elizabeth H. Black (SC Bar No. 76067)
Ronald T. Scott (SC Bar No. 103751)
Sarah J. Reisinger (SC Bar No. 107007)
1201 Main Street, 22nd Floor

Post Office Box 11889 (29211-1889)
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

(803) 779.3080 - telephone

(803) 765.1243 - fax
ibecker(@hsblawfirm.com
epleicones@hsblawirm.com
eblack@hsblawfirm.com
rscolt@hsblawfirm.com
sreisinger(hsblawf{irm.com

Kathleen C. McKinney (SC Bar No. 3860)
1 North Main Street, 2nd Floor
Greenville, SC 29601-2772

P.O. Box 2048(29602-2048)

(864) 240-3200
kmckinney@ehsblaw(irm.com

CASSIDY COATES PRICE, P.A.

William A. Coates (SC Bar No. 1289)
Vincent Clark Price (SC Bar No. 4567)
P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

(864) 349-2600
wac(@cassidycoates.com
cprice@eassidycoates.com

Attorneys for the South Carolina
Conference of The United Methodist
Church
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF SPARTANBURG
South Carolina Conference of The United Case No. 2025-
Methodist Church,
Plaintiff,
VS. NOTICE OF LIS PENDENS
(Non-Jury)

Emma Gray Memorial United Methodist
Church and Emma Gray Memorial Methodist
Church,

Defendants.

Notice is hereby given that an action has been or within twenty (20) days will be
commenced by Plaintiff the South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church, and
others, against the Defendants Emma Gray Memorial United Methodist Church and Emma Gray
Memorial Methodist Church, and others, to, among other potential causes of action, quiet title to
any and all real property owned by the Defendants, including but not limited to the following
described real property:

All that lot, parcel or tract of land, situate, lying and being in the Town of Woodruff,
County and State aforesaid, BEGINNING: at the rear corner of Lots #9 and #10
and running thence S 72 % W 240 feet to the rear comer of Lots # 7 and #6 and
running thence S 17 % W 100 feet to corner; thence S 72 % W 80 feet to corner;
thence S 17 4 E 100 feet to corner of Lots #6 and #5; thence S 72 % W 240 feet to
corner of Lots #3 and #2; thence N 17 % W 350 feet to the northern boundary of
Lot #13; thence N 72 % E 560 feet to corner on northern boundary of Lot #13;
thence S 17 % E 350 feet to rear corner of Lots #9 and #10, the beginning corner
and being that portion of Lot #13 that lies immediately adjacent to and to the rear
of Lots #3, #4, #5, #7, #8 and #9 and that portion of Lot #13 which lies adjacent to
and to the rear of Lot #6 and a portion of Lot #13, which now measures 80 feet by
350 feet; all of which will more fully appear by reference to plat of property by
John T. Floyd and Harry B. Kilgore by Curtis S. Anderson, Surveyor, February 11,
1926.
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DERIVATION: This being the same property conveyed to Emma Gray Memorial
United Methodist Church by and through its Trustees by Warranty Deed of Patsy
H. Calhoun and Peggy H. Hughes dated April 25, 2007 and recorded April 26, 2007
in Deed Book 88 at Page 651 in the Office of the Register of Deeds for Spartanburg
County.

TMS# 4-32-04-019.00
Property Address: Wedgewood Drive, Woodruff, South Carolina

ALSO:

All those pieces, parcels or lots of land lying, being and situate at the city limits of
the Town of Woodruff, in County and State aforesaid, and being known and
designated as Lots No. Eighteen (18) and Ninteen (19) of Edgewood Heights
Subdivision as shown on plat prepared by Lewis C. Godsey, Reg. Surveyor, dated
May 10, 1955 and which plat has been recorded in the R.M. C. Office for siad
County in Plat Book 32, pages 604 and 605, and having the following courses and
distances, to-wit: Beginning at an Iron Pin on the South side of Edgewood Circle
at the corner of lots nos. 18 and 25 as shown on said plat, and running thence with
the South and West sides of Edgewood Circle S.53-25 E.65 feet, S.34-02 E.65 feet,
S.28-06 E.70 feet, S.12-23 E.50 feet, S.4-09 W.60 feet, S.18-09 W.160 feet to an
Iron Pin located at the joint from corner of lots nos. 19 and 20 as shown on said
plat, thence with the joint property line of said last two mentioned lots N.65-03
W.261.2 feet o an Iron Pin on the Easternly property line of lot no. 23 as shown on
said plat, thence N.21-21 E.142 feet to an Iron Pin located at the joint rear corner
of lots nos. 18 and 19, thence N.21-21 E.65 feet to an Iron Pin located at the joint
rear corner of lots nos. 24 and 25 as shown on said plat, thence N.36-35 E.140 feet
to the beginning point.

DERIVATION: This being the same property which was conveyed to H.A. Hall,
W.J. Theo and J. Harold Holmes, as Trustees of Emma Gray Memorial United
Methodist Church by Dced of Jack Davis Sexton, Sr. dated June 11, 1973 and
recorded June 15, 1973 in the R.M.C. Office for Spartanburg County in Deed Book
40-Z at Page 606.

TMS# 4-33-01-032.00
Property Address: 345 Edgewood Circle, Woodruff, South Carolina 29388.

ALSO:
All that certain parcel of land containing 0.410 acres of land, more or less, and a
1,807 square feet one-story single family residence and all improvements thereon,

if any.

DERIVATION:  This being the same property which was conveyed to
Remaindermen to Emma Gray Methodist Church and Remaindermen to
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Orangeburg Methodist Home by Deed of Delree Bissonnette a/k/a E. Delree
Alkema, Life Estate, dated March 21, 2003 and recorded August 16, 2004 in the
Office of the Register of Deeds for Spartanburg County in Deed Book 80-Z at Page
156.

TMS# 4-32-03-037.00
Property Address: 321 E. Georgia Sreet, Woodruff, South Carolina 29388.

[Signature on Next Page]
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March 3, 2025

Respectfully submitted,
HAYNSWORTH SINKLER BOYD, P.A.

s/ James Y. Becker

James Y. Becker (SC Bar No. 64991)
Costa Pleicones (SC Bar No. 4479)
Elizabeth H. Black (SC Bar No. 76067)
Ronald T. Scott (SC Bar No. 103751)
Sarah J. Reisinger (SC Bar No. 107007)
1201 Main Street, 22nd Floor

Post Office Box 11889 (29211-1889)
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

(803) 779.3080 - telephone

(803) 765.1243 - fax
ibecker@hsblawfirm.com
¢pleicones(@hsblawfirm.com
eblack(@hsblawlirm.com
rscott@hsblawfirm.com
sreisinger@hsblaw({irm.com

Kathleen C. McKinney (SC Bar No. 3860)
1 North Main Street, 2nd Floor
Greenville, SC 29601-2772

P.O. Box 2048(29602-2048)

(864) 240-3200
kmckinnev@hsblawfirm.com

CASSIDY COATES PRICE, P.A.

William A. Coates (SC Bar No. 1289)
Vincent Clark Price (SC Bar No. 4567)
P.O. Box 10529

Greenville, SC 29603

(864) 349-2600
wac(acassidycoates.com
cprice(@cassidycoates.com

Attorneys for the South Carolina
Conference of The United Methodist
Church
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF ORANGEBURG
South Carolina Conference of The United Case No. 2025-
Methodist Church,
Plaintiff,
vS. NOTICE OF LIS PENDENS
(Non-Jury)
Eutawville United Methodist Church,
Defendant.

Notice is hereby given that an action has been or within twenty (20) days will be
commenced by Plaintiff the South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church, and
others, against the Defendant Eutawville United Methodist Church, and others, to, among other
potential causes of action, quiet title to any and all real property owned by the Defendants,
including, but not limited to, the following described real property:

All our right titled and interest in and to: all that certain piece, parcel, or lot of land,
situate, lying and being in the Town of Eutawville, County and State aforesaid,
beginning at a point on Porcher Ave., separating the parsonage property from
property now or formerly owned by the Smith Estate and running along said line,
South 35 degrees 15 min. East for a distance of one hundred and twenty-nine (129)
feet to a point; thence along lines separating the church property and the parsonage
property from the property of Martin, So