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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF KERSHAW FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
)
Christine Jernigan and Justin Jernigan, ) NO.2022-CP-__ -
)
Plaintiffs, )
V. ) SUMMONS
) (Non-Jury)
Kershaw County Sheriff’s Olffice, )
)
Defendant. )
)

TO: THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to answer the Complaint in this action,
a copy of which is herewith served upon you, and to serve a copy of your Answer to this
Complaint on Plaintiffs Christine Jernigan and Justin Jernigan, via attorney Justin A. Jernigan, at
7148 Stirrup Ct., Weddington, NC 28104, within thirty (30) days from the date of such service,
and if you fail to answer the Complaint within this time period, Plaintiffs will apply to the Court

for judgment by default for the relief requested.

Date: September 12, 2022 Respectfully submitted,

By: /s/Justin A. Jernigan

Justin A. Jernigan (S.C. Bar No. 74954)
Email: justin.a.jernigan@gmail.com
7148 Stirrup Ct.

Weddington, NC 28104

Ph: 864-710-5029

PRO SE AND ATTORNEY FOR MRS. JERNIGAN
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF KERSHAW FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
)
Christine Jernigan and Justin Jernigan, ) NO.2022-CP-__ -
)
Plaintiffs, )
V. ) COMPLAINT
) Freedom of Information Act
Kershaw County Sheriff’s Office, ) Disclosure of BWC Data
) (Non-Jury)
Defendant. )
)

Plaintiffs respectfully submit this Complaint alleging, based on personal knowledge as to

their own actions and based on information and belief as to all other matters, as follows:

PARTIES
1. Plaintiff Christine Jernigan (“Mrs. Jernigan”) is a citizen and resident of Seneca,
South Carolina, Oconee County.
2. Plaintiff Justin Jernigan (“Mr. Jernigan”) is a citizen residing in Weddington,

North Carolina, Union County. Mr. Jernigan is a patent attorney and is licensed in the states of
North and South Carolina.

3. Defendant Kershaw County Sheriff’s Office maintains its principal office at 821
Ridgeway Road, Lugoff, South Carolina, 29078, and may be served with process through its
chief officer, Sheriff Lee Boan.

4. At all times relevant to the facts discussed herein, Defendant Kershaw County
Sheriff’s Office acted by and through its chief officer, secondary officers, communications
operators, employees, agents, authorized representatives, and/or attorneys (collectively,

“KCS0”).
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE

5. This is an action pursuant to the Court’s authority under S.C. Code §§ 15-3-310,
et seq., 15-53-10, et seq., 30-4-10, et seq. (“FIOA”), and 23-1-240(g)(5).

6. This Court has personal jurisdiction over KCSO, and venue is proper under S.C.
Code 8§ 15-7-10, et seq., because KCSO’s principal office is in Kershaw County and the matters
complained of herein occurred in Kershaw County.

FACTS

7. KCSO meets the definition of a public body under FOIA, S.C. Code § 30-4-20(a).

8. FOIA protects the public from secret government activity by KCSO by providing
for the disclosure of public records and information.

9. The provisions of FIOA must be construed to make it possible for Plaintiffs, and
other citizens or their representatives, to learn and report on the investigative and enforcement
activities of KCSO at a minimum cost or delay.

10. FOIA creates an affirmative duty on KCSO to disclose records and other public
information.

11.  Public records subject to disclosure by KCSO include all types of records and
data, including digital or electronic data, prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or retained
by KCSO.

12. KCSO may, but is not required to, exempt certain limited public data from
disclosure under FOIA.

13.  Any FOIA exemptions claimed by KCSO must be narrowly interpreted and

applied.
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14. KCSO bears the burden of proof with respect to any claimed FOIA exemptions
and must point specifically to the language of a statute or other provision rather than making
general or blanket exemption claims.

15. KCSO cannot lawfully withhold any non-exempt public information or data.

16.  OnJuly 22, 2022, Mr. Jernigan, individually and on behalf his mother Mrs.
Jernigan, properly submitted a FOIA request to KCSO (the “7.22.22 Request”). Ex. A.

17. The 7.22.22 Request seeks, inter alia, all records concerning KCSQO’s interactions
with Plaintiffs and third parties that accused Plaintiffs of alleged improper, unlawful, or criminal
conduct during June 2022 to present.

18. Mr. Jernigan initially requested and attempted to obtain certain of these public
records during visits to KCSO’s principal office, and phone calls with KCSO, during the
afternoon and evening of June 29, 2022.

19.  Mr. Jernigan first arrived at KCSO’s principal office at approximately 12:00pm
on June 29, 2022 to intervene in KCSO’s pursuit and stop of Mrs. Jernigan’s vehicle, and
subsequent seizure and detention of Mrs. Jernigan and her mother Mrs. Martin, a vulnerable
adult, in the vehicle for approximately 45 minutes.

20.  Upon Mr. Jernigan’s arrival at KCSO’s principal office on June 29, 2022,
KCSO’s seizure and detention had been ongoing for approximately 20 minutes.

21. KCSO denied Mr. Jernigan’s numerous requests on June 29, 2022, to release his
mother, Mrs. Jernigan, and grandmother, Mrs. Martin.

22. KCSO denied Mr. Jernigan’s numerous requests on June 29, 2022, to document
its actions in writing and the alleged reasons or justifications for its investigative and

enforcement actions.
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