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 COMES NOW Danny Singleton, Probate Judge of Oconee County, Respondent in the 

above-entitled action, who hereby respectfully shows this Honorable Court the following: 

ARGUMENT 

Appellant seeks to have counsel for Respondent "disqualif[ied]" from representing his 

client, "to clarify that the State of South Carolina is the proper [R]espondent in these 

proceedings, and to impose sanctions" upon counsel for Respondent "for engaging in improper 

conduct."1 (App.'s Mot. at 2)  

As an initial matter, Respondent acknowledges this action involves the appeal of a 

criminal contempt conviction within the Probate Court of Oconee County.  (See App.'s Mot. at 2) 

Thus, "the State is the adverse party and, therefore, is the respondent, because criminal contempt 

is an offense against the State."  In re Martel, 444 S.C. 517, 520, 909 S.E.2d 402, 403 (2024).  

Accordingly, to the extent Appellant's Motion does not embrace such a request, Respondent is of 

the view this Honorable Court should substitute the State of South Carolina as the respondent in 

this action in place of Respondent.  Cf. id.  

As to Appellant's remaining contentions, these are entirely without merit.  It is notable 

Appellant initiated his appeal to the Court of Common Pleas as an action with Respondent as the 

opposing party, (see Ex. A at 1), pursued said appeal in the same posture, (see generally Ex. B at 

1), and continued his view of Respondent as the opposing party in both his Notice of Appeal and 

Amended Notice of Appeal before this Honorable Court.  Thus, it is perfectly natural 

Respondent would have counsel in this action.   

 
1 While Appellant failed to paginate his Motion, Respondent's citations refer to what would be 

the proper form. 
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Further, it is clear counsel for Respondent owes Appellant no duty to advise Appellant 

regarding any of his flawed or mistaken views of the law, whether substantively or procedurally.  

Accordingly, there is no rational basis by which counsel for Respondent may be "disqualif[ied]" 

from representing Respondent, whether as a party to this action or otherwise, nor is there any 

evidence counsel for Respondent has "engage[d] in improper conduct by representing" 

Respondent.  (Cf. App.'s Mot. at ¶¶ 10-11)  

Moreover, Appellant contends counsel for Respondent "has been put on notice for 

engaging in the same conduct" in, as cited by Appellant, Nathan Chambers v. State of South 

Carolina, App. Case No. 2025-000276.  (App.'s Mot. at ¶ 8) Counsel for Respondent is 

compelled to alert this Honorable Court he had no substantive involvement whatsoever in 

conjunction with the case referenced by Appellant.  (Cf. id.) Additionally, while Appellant 

asserts this Honorable Court issued an Order on February 25, 2025, pertaining to Chambers, (see 

id.), despite diligent attempts to do so using Westlaw and reviewing the relevant Advance 

Sheets,  counsel has been unable to locate any such Order by this Honorable Court.2   

Therefore, in light of Appellant's Motion, Respondent respectfully contends 1) the State 

of South Carolina should be substituted in place of Respondent in this action; and 2) Appellant's 

Motion should be denied to the extent he seeks disqualification of and the imposition of 

sanctions against counsel for Respondent.  Respondent expresses no opinion as to the remaining 

relief sought by Appellant.  (See App.'s Mot. at 4) 

 

 

        

 
2 Appellant specifically asserts: "In that case, the South Carolina Court of Appeals issued an 

[O]rder dated February 25, 2025. . . ."  (App.'s Mot. at ¶ 8)  
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

       s/James W. Logan, Jr.    

       _____________________________ 

       James W. Logan, Jr. (SC Bar. #3385) 

       Post Office Box 259 

       Anderson, SC 29622 

       864-226-1910 

       864-226-1931 (fax) 

       logan@loganandjolly.com 

       Attorney for Respondent 

 

 

 

This 16th  day of April, 2025. 
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