From: Johannah Cousins

To: Court Of Appeals Filings

Cc: White, Della; Jason King; Sara Bozarth
Subject: State v. Javon Murray - Appeal Papers
Date: Monday, April 28, 2025 10:22:59 AM
Attachments: Javon Murray - Appeal Papers.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good morning,

Please file the attached appeal in State v. Javon Murray. Please let me know if additional
information is needed.

Thank you,

Johannah Cousins
Paralegal
Charleston County Public Defender’s Office

101 Meeting Street, 51" Floor

Charleston, SC 29401
843-958-1859


mailto:JCousins@charlestoncounty.org
mailto:ctappfilings@sccourts.org
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=usera9c6462e
mailto:JKing@charlestoncounty.org
mailto:BozarthS@SCSolicitor9.org

Charleston County

101 Meeting Street, 5th Floor
Charleston, SC 29401

{843) 958-1850

Berkeley County

219 N. Hwy 52, Suvite B
Moncks Corner, SC 29461
(843) 899-2777

Keshia V. White

Berkeley County Public Defender
Cameron Jane Blazer

Circuit Public Defender

Megan 3. Ehrlich
Charleston County Public Defender

publicdefender@charlestoncounty.org

April 25, 2025

South Carolina Office of Appellate Defense
Attention: Ms. Paula Murdugh

PO Box 11589

Columbia, South Carolina 29211

Re:  State of South Carolina vs. Javon Lamar Murray
Indictment.:2023-GS-10-03310
Warrant No: 2019A1010100062
Charge: Murder

Dear Sir/Madam:

Enclosed is a duplicate set of the Appeal papers, which I have forwarded to the Clerk of the South
Carolina Court of Appeals concerning the above-subject defendant. This defendant was represented by
our office as an indigent, pursuant to the Defense of Indigents Act. It is requested that your office assume
the Appeal of this case.

The name of the Court Reporter is Julia Emerson. I have enclosed documents usually requested by your
office. IfI can be of assistance by discussing this case with you, please do not hesitate to call.

Sincerely,

N

Jasofl T. King Appofated Counsel for Javon Lamar Murray
Charleston County Public Defender’s Office

101 Meeting Street, Suite 500

Charleston, SC 29401

Enclosure(s): As stated above





THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY
Court of General Sessions

The Honorable Maite Murphy, Presiding Judge
INDICTMENT NO(S).: 2023-GS-10-03310
WARRANT NO(S).: 2019A1010100062
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, RESPONDENT
vs.

JAVON LAMAR MURRAY, APPELLANT

NOTICE OF APPEAL

Javon Lamar Murray appeals his guilty plea and sentence in this case. The defendant pleaded

guilty to Murder on April 21, 2025. The Honorable Maite Murphy sentenced him to 55 years on April 21,
2025. Under Rule 203(d){(1)(B)(iv), SCACR, as an officer of the court, I am informing the court I am not

aware of any issues preserved for appeal. My client nonetheless requested that I file a notice of intent to

appeal, and I am doing so on his behalf.

%- 1
Jagén T. King, #6863¢
ppointed Counsel for Javon Lamar Murray
Charleston County Public Defender’s Office

101 Meeting Street, Suite 500

Charleston, SC 29401
Other counse! of record is:
Sara Bozarth, Assistant Solicitor B g U\
Office of the Solicitor, Ninth Judicial Circuit ’-
0O.T. Wallace County Office Building BRI AN

101 Meeting Street
Charleston, SC 29401
(843) 958-1900
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY
Court of General Sessions

The Honorable Maite Murphy, Presiding Judge

INDICTMENT NO.: 2023-GS-10-03310

WARRANT NO.: 2019A1010100062

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, RESPONDENT
Vs,

JAVON LAMAR MURRAY, APPELLANT

PROOF OF SERVICE

I certify that T have served the Notice of Appeal on Sara Bozarth, Assistant Solicitor for
Charleston County, by hand delivering a copy of it to the Charleston County Solicitor’s Office at
101 Meeting Street, Charleston, South Carolina 29401, on April 28, 2025,

Ottt

Jéfannah Cousins

Paralegal

Charleston County Public Defender’s Office
101 Meeting Street, Suite 500

Charleston, SC 29401

(843) 958-1850

Dated: Apr;i 215 2025, T g

LO-OIRY 82y ozp





STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )} INTHE SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON } COURT OF APPEALS
) Indictment No(s): 2023-GS-10-03310
) Warrant No(s): 2019A1010100062
) Charge(s): Murder
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
)
vs. ; REQUEST FOR REPRESENTATION
JAVON LAMAR MURRAY, ) ON APPEAL
)
Defendant )
)

On behalf of the request of the above-named Defendant, to be represented by the South

Carolina Commission of Appellate Defense, the undersigned attorney would show unto this Honorable
Court that:

1.

He is the attorney for the defendant-appellant in the above captioned case. The defendant-
appellant was placed in custody immediately following conviction and sentence and was not
available to personally sign this Request.

The defendant-appellant was represented by the Charleston County Public Defender’s Office as
an indigent, pursuant to the Defense of Indigent Act.

The defendant-appellant has been informed that he may request assistance from the South
Carolina Commission of Appellate Defense in perfecting his appeal.

A timely Notice of Appeal has been filed on the defendant's-appellant behalf,
The defendant-appellant has been informed that nothing requires that office to pursue this appeal

unless that office's Chief Attorney is satisfied that there is arguable merit to this appeal and that
he cannot afford to hire an attorney.

At this time, the defendant-appellant requests the aid of the South Carolina Commission of

Appellate Defense in perfecting his appeal to the South Carolina Court of Appeals.

O

T. King
S ec:al Assistant Public Defender
harleston County Public Defender

Charleston, South Carolina

Dated:

.S ,2025.






STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
) - VERIFICATION
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON )
Personally appeared before me the above-signed attorney, who being first duly sworn,
deposes and says that he has read the foregoing Request for Representation on Appeal and

knows the allegations contained therein are true, except as to those which may be alleged to be

upon information and belief and as to those, he believes them to be true.

SWORN to and subscribed before me

this 9_2 day of Mﬁ (/Q/ , 2025.

UM %M’/\‘“”

NOTK’RY PUBLIC FOR SOUTH CAROLINA

My Commission Expires: | !f/ A1 ;/ 202(@






ARREST WARRANT

2019A1010100062

. STATE OF SOUTH CARGLINA
b_d County/ D Municipaigy of

* Charleston

THE STATE
ngainst
Javon Lamar Murray '

Addrass

Phona BEN:

Sex. M Rece B Henwr 6 1 Welght 180
UL State: our.

nor Agancy ORIE: SCO100000

Prosecuting Agency.  Charleston Connty Sheriff
Prosecuting Difice:  Timothy P Mccanley - 300264
Oftanss Murder 7 Murder

Offensa Cods: [RIL)
CodalOrdinance Sec.  16-03-0010
wansnl 13
[”_”} Counly/ U Muricpakay of
. Tne aocused
3 10 BT [1 A ma o be
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{8
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A copy of lhis arest werant was detvered to
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RETURN WARRANT YO:
Ceneral Sessions
Charleston County Judiciul Center
100 Broad Street, Suite 106
Charleston, 8C 29401 - -

ORIGINAL DRIGINAL

ORIGINAL

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) ORIGINAL  Soimome
K] countst 7] wunicipady of ) AFFIDAVIT B
Charleston

Peionsly mppasred baforo me the sfant  Timolhy P Mccauley who
balng duly sworn dapoess and sayb (het defendsnt  Javon Lamar Muray

did withinn this coualy ond elole on orsbaul 7 872019 violste the ciminal lawa ofibe

Siale of South Gurolina {or ordmance of m Countyl
in the follkwing partoulsry

BESCRIPYION OF OFFENSE: Afyrder / Murder

D Wunicpality ed Chatleston )

| forier  alale thal  here % plobstie ceuso o Deheve Al e deferdanl  nemed  ebive 00 colnm4
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ARREST WARRANT

TO ANY LAW ENFORGEMENT OFFICER OF THIB STATE OR MUNIGIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS GOUNTY:
it mppasing from  the sbove aMdavil  thet  (hee  are ressonabla  grounds o beleva  that

on orabout B/ BAAGHD Javon Lamar Murray
did viclate Ihe olminal baws of tha State of Sowth Carcling (or ordinance o
| Gounty |} Muricipatty of Cherleston

PESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Murder / Murder

dafendant

) & g8l forth beknw

Having found probable tiuse and ha sbove afitnt having swoth baloms o, you s smpovwered and directed to dtios! tha said dafendant and bing him or
her bitore e fonhiwith 1o be desH with accarding 10 law. A cofiy 0f this Alves) Warrant ahall be daliverad 1o the defendant al the dime of Hi sxecubon, o &
00N NBTaANAT AN i3 prackeabie
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on L0/1612019

}
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}
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-— STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA OCA # 2019013073

COUNTY OF CHARLESTON ATFEDAVIT
Persenally appeared before me, a magistrate of this County, one Detegtive T, McCauley, who, firs(

being duly sworn, deposes and says that

JAVON LAMAR MURRAY

did within this County and State on the 8% day of August, 2019 violate the criminal laws of the State of
South Carolina in the tollowing particulars:

DESCRIFTION OF OFFENSE:
MURDER 16-3-1¢

The afTiant states that there is probabie cavse to believe that the defendant numed above did commit
the crime(s) sel forth, and that such probable cause is based on the following facts:

That on August 8, 2019, while at Church Flats Road near Walking Morse Road, Meggett, in the
County and State aforesaid, the above named dofendant, Javon Lamar Murray, did commit the offense in
violation of section 16-3-10 of the South Cavoling Code of Laws, 1976 as amended, Murder, in that he did
willtully, maliciously, and feloniously kil the victim Ruhjanae Gibbs,

On August 9, 2019, at approximately 8:00am, members of the Charleston County Sherifl™s Office
responded to the aforementioned geographical area in reference to a green pickup truck in the ditch, Upon
arrival deputies observed blood inside the vehicle, bullet casings in the roadway, and a trail of bloody drag
marks across the roadway where they found the victim deceased from multiple gunshot wounds. 1t was
determined that the green pickup truck was being driven by the vietim and it was brought back (o the
Charleston County SherilTs Office for processing. A white Samsung cell phone was located inside the cab
of the pickup truck and subsequently examined, Witnesses provided Detective McCauley information that
they passed through the area at 9:30pm and the pickup truck was not in the ditch. Just before midnight,
however, the pickup truck was seen in the ditch by another witness.

On August 10, 2019, the results ol the Samsung cell phone examination revealed that the phone
belonged to the defendant Javon Lamar Murray, Among the pictures located on the cell phone were pu,mru.
of the defendant holding a 9mm handgun which matches the caliber of bullet casings located at the crime
seene. There were also muliple messages sent by the defendant regarding doing a “lick” which is a slang
term for an armed robbery. In particular, messages were sertt on (he day of the murder from the defendant
indicating he needed to do a “lick” that day. Also on the defendant’s cell phone were messages, ulilizing
the Facebook Messenger application, to the victim, On August 7, 2019, the defendant initiated contaet with
the vietim by “waving” at her. The next day, August 8, 2019, the defendant told the victim he wanted to see
her in Meggett, and he subsequently provided his home address of (. Tcn, at
9:09pm, the defendant indicated that the victim had arrived at his residence swhen he messaged “1 see u turn
in.” The Tast message from the victim was at 9:10pm saying “come here” to the defendant.

On August 10, 2019, Charleston County deputies focated the defendant at EEETEGEG_G—E_—
@I hich is less than three (3) miles from where the victim was located. Upon making initial contact with
the defendant he spontaneously and immediately uttered thal his cell phone had been stolen, During the
subsequent interview with Detectives McCauley and Muirheid the defendant stated that the white Samsung
cell phone was his but that it was stolen al an unknown time on the night of the murder. The defendant
provided several variations of the story of his cell phone being stolen and also of his whereabouts that niglht.
The defendant used his mom, sister, and girlfriend as alibis Tor his whereabouts on the night ol the murder,
but all of them stated that the defendant was not with them duving the times thal he claimed.






The above information was revealed through the investigation of Detective T, MeCauley, of the
Charleston County Sheriffs Office, and that he along with the vietim are witnesses to prove the same apainst
the form of the statute in such case made and provided for against the peace and dipnity of the state,

Sworn to and Subscribed before me , /: i % 5/

This g™ day of October, 2019 Detective Pimothy auley
Charleston County Sheriff®s Office

' 3691 Lecds Avenue
M 0 N. Charleston, SC 29405

Sighatdre of Judge 843.554-2475






NLS/Q36§248 DOCKET N¢). 2023-GS-10-03310
WITNESSES

§ f
_Charleston County Sheriff Office The State of South Carolina

5'7 . M@D /BARR Y M. Cee, P}’?Z]f./\/ County of Charleston
¢
AGENCY CASE NUMBER
2019043073

COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

_ ARREST WARRANT NUMBER

JULY TERM 2023
20194 1010100062

DATE OF ARREST
107172059 THE §TATE
ACTION OF GRAND JURY Vi,
TR Uls B L JAVON LAMAR MURRAY aK.A
L »JL’? e B/M pOB: R
T At 7y 1 W1 T 2025
VERDICT

Indictment for

MURDER

SC Code: § 16-63.0010
CDR Code: 0116

“Foreperson of Petit Jury Date;

FILED

712112023 8:31:35 AM
JULIE J. ARMSTRONG
CLERK OF COURT






STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
INDICTMENT
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON '

At a Court of General Scssions, convened July 2023, the Grand Jurors of Charleston
County present upon their oath:

Murder

That in Charleston County, South Carolina on or about August 8, 2019, the defendant, Javon Lamar
Murray with malice aforethought did kilk and murder Ruhjanae Gibbs by means of gunshots to her
budy. and Ruhjanae Gibbs did die in Charleston County as a proximate result thereol on or about

April 8, 2019 or April 9, 2019 in violation of §16-3-10 of the South Carolina Code of Laws (1976)
as amendoed.

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case made and

provided.
Aduir

NINA L. SAVAS
ASSISTANT SOLICITOR






STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA sENTENCE ORDER IN THE COURT QF GENERAL SESSIONS

COUNTY CF CHARLESTON ) INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2023- @810 03310
) AWE: 2019A1010100062
STATE wvs. ) Date of Offense: 08/08/2019
Javo M ) 8.C Code§: 16-03-0010
AKA: SSN: g ) CDR Code #: 0116
RACE: B SEX: M : DOE: S } Range of Offense: Murder {Death, Life, or NLT 30 years to Life)
In disposition of ihe above Indictment comes now the Defendant who was CONVICTED OF [ or (BPLEADS
TO: Murder ) Range of Offense Pled: ) 0 3
In viotation of § 16-03-0010 of the 5.C. Code of Laws, bearing GOR Code #0116
1 NON-VIOLENT VIOLENT £1 S8ERIOUS OST SERIOUS O MANDATORY GPS O § 17-25-46
(CERC virminor 19 or C8C wiminge 3% -
The charge la: _!B’ﬁqs indicted 1 Lesser Included Offanse I3 Defendant Waives Preseniment to Grand Jury
The plea is: O wio Re¢/Negoliations {1 Negotiated B Rec mmsndatlon i
O Brmattn 102196 = 'r» 2 88630
. soitor U - scBar# /7 AtomeyforDefendant .  SCBar#
The Defendant is committed to the ﬁacnc {1 County Peterition Genter {1 Home Incarceratlon Program
for a daterminate tarm of ________‘55___ days.'monms@lma Served DIYOANTE years andfor shall pay a fine
of $ ; provided that upon the service of days/months/years/Time Served and or payment
of & plus costs and asseésmants as applicable* ; belance is suspended with prabation for monthsfyears

an'd subject to SCEIJPPPS standard conditions of probation, which are Inc;olporated by reference,

Tha sentence shall run T CONCURRENT or [1 CONSECUTIVE to sentence on:
#The Defandam ia 1o be given credit for ima servad pursuant to 5.C. Gode § 24-13-40 10 be cah:.ulatad and applled by SCDC
| (daﬁlmonms O To include time dpent on monitored house arrest prior to fal and sentencing

SPECIAL GONDITIONS:

O PTUP . . \
O Na Contact with Victim LI Domestié Violence Intervention Program O Hold for Inpatiant Traatment
O Bex Offender Regisiry pursuant to 8.C. Code § 23-3-430 O SAC/MHC if necessary
{0 Central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant to 8,C, Code § 17-25-135
0 Other:

Restiiullon  §
[1RESTITUTION See Separate Order {20% per §.C. Code §24-21-490(B) ) : “FINE: $
§14-1-206 {Assessments 107.5%) ' $ 8
§14-1-211 {A){1) Conv, Surcharge) Fine/Cosls and Assessments are lo.be paid to the Clark  $100 $ (QQ 00
§i4-1-211 (AN2)(DW Surcharge) of Court within " days/months . $100 -
§56-5-1995 (DUl Assessment) : $12 3
§56-1-266 (OUI Breath Test) . $26 3
§14-1-212 (Law Enforcement Funding) $26° $ 2600
§14-1-213 (Drug Courl Surcharge) $160 3
§34-11-70(bjand{c), and 34-11-80(c)and(d) (Admin Fraud Check Gourt Cosis) $41 $
§60-21-114 (BUI Breath Test Fee) $50 .8
§66-5-2042(4) (Vehicle Assessmenl). ' . $40/ea $
3% to County (if paid in insta¥ments) THD $ 318
[} Appeinted PD or appointed other counsel. Proviso requires $500 to be pald fo Clerk during $600 $
probation and shall be collected bafore any other fess |
0 §17-3-46{B) Unpald Appilcation Fee to be pald to the Publlc'Defender Fand 540 $

‘ TOTAL 028 F

Is
Clerk of Court/Deputy Clerk

Sdioy Fwemson 2100, Y2128 il g oo

Court Repoﬂer Judge Coda Sentence Date “ Presiding Judge !







