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The Supreme Court of South Carolina

DANIEL E. SHEAROUSE POST OFFICE BOX 11330

CLERK OF COURT . COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA
29211
BRENDA F. SHEALY . 1231 GERVAIS STREET
CHIEF DEPUTY CLERK COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29201

TELEPHONE: (803) 734-1080
FAX: (803) 734-1499
www.sccourts.org

September 12, 2013

Laura McCall Saunders, Esquire
PO Box 731 '

102 Church Street

Laurens SC 29360

Re: Lakeem O. Smith v. State
Appellate Case No. 2013-001921
Lower Court No. 2012-CP-30-00890

Dear Counsel:

- This Court has received your notice of appeal, and the case has been assigned the
appellate case number that appears above. Please use this number on all future
correspondence relating to this matter.

All parties to this matter are advised that all filings must comply with the
requirements of Rule 267 of the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules (SCACR).
The SCACR are available online at www.sccourts.org/courtreg. Additionally, any
filings submitted by counsel admitted in South Carolina must include counsel's bar

number.

The attention of the parties is directed to the order relating to the inclusion of
personal data identifiers and other sensitive information in documents filed with
the Supreme Court of South Carolina and the South Carolina Court of Appeals.
The order can be found at www.sccourts.org/courtOrders/HTMLFiles/2007-08-13-
02.htm. Please note that the responsibility for insuring that information is redacted




or sealed as required by this order rests with counsel and the parties. This office
will not review filings for redaction or to determine if materials should be sealed.

[t appears that the sole issue in this case is petitioner's entitlement to belated direct
appeal from his guilty pleas under White v. State. However, to pursue an appeal
from a guilty plea, petitioner would have to “provide a written explanation
showing that there is an issue which can be reviewed on appeal. This explanation
should identify the issue(s) to be raised on appeal and the factual basis for the
issue(s) including how the issue(s) was raised below and the ruling of the lower
court on that issue(s). If an issue was not raised to and ruled on by the lower court,
the explanation shall include argument and citation to legal authority showing how
this issue can be reviewed on appeal.” Rule 203(d}(1)(B), SCACR (explanation
required when an appeal is taken from a guilty plea, Alford plea, or plea of nolo
contendere). Therefore, I ask that you please provide the explanation required for
an appeal from a guilty plea. This explanation should be provided within fifteen
(15) days of the date of this letter.

If, as an officer of this Court, you determine that you cannot provide a good faith
explanation, I would recommend that you send a letter to this Court and your client
indicating that you cannot provide a good faith explanation. The letter should
advise your client that he may submit a pro se guilty plea explanation within
twenty (20) days from the date of your letter. Cf. Dennison v. State, 371 S.C. 221,
639 S.E.2d 35 (2006) (discussing procedure to be followed if counsel cannot
provide a good faith explanation under Rule 243(c), SCACR).

Very truly yours,

Q7=

CLERK

cc: James Rutledge Johnson, Esquire



‘Laura M. Saunders
Attorney At Law

P.O. Box 731 (864) 681-4444 phone
102 Church St. ) (864) 984-5666 fax
Laurens, SC 29360 Imsaunderslaw@gmail.com

September 19, 2013

Via U.S. Mail

‘Lakeem O. Smith, # 348951
McCormick Correctional Institution
386 Redemption Way

McCormick, SC 29899

Re: Lakeem O. Smith, #348951 vs. State of South Carolina
C/A No. 2012-CP-30-890 ,

Dear Lakeem: , ‘ e e

Enclosed please find a filed copy of the Notice of Appeal I filed on your behalf.
Also enclosed is a copy of a letter I received from the Supreme Court dated
September 12, 2013. Because the original case resulted from a plea, and Rules 203
(d)(1)(B) and Rule 243(c) of the Appellate Court Rules require a detailed
explanation of the issues to be considered on appeal if your appeal is from a guilty
plea. I do not identify that you have any issues for appeal after a good faith effort to
identify any issues on your behalf. Therefore, I am advising you to submit a
pro se guilty plea explanation within twenty (20) days from the date of this
letter to the address provided by the Supreme Court Clerk. We were able to
amend the sex offender registry issue on PCR which will be helpful to you in the

future.

In the meantime, if you have any questions please do not hesitate to write.
Thanking you, I am
Yours truly,

Laura M. Saunders

LMS/ File 4.700
Enclosure



THE STATE OF SO UTH CAROLINA
In the Court of Common Pleas

- APPEAL IFROM LAURENS COUNTY -

Court of Common Pleas

IFrank R. Addy, Presiding Circuit Judge — Laurens CdSqu SUpreme COU}’t

Case Nos. 2009-GS-30-1407; -1408; -1409; -1410; -1411; -1412: -1413
PCR C/A Number: 2012-CP-30-890

State of South Carolina,

Respondent,

Lakeem O. Smith,
Appellant.

NOTICE OF APPEAL

Lakeem O. Smith, #348951 appeals the conviction and sentence dated
December 9, 2011 pursuant to an Order granting a review of his direct appeal
issucs under Post Conviction Relief C/A Number 2012-CP-30-890, and
pursuant to White v. State, 263 S.C. 110, 208 S.E.2d 35 (1974).

September 5, 2013 | %ZWWW% 7795

Laura M. Saunders, Esquire

The Law Offices of Laura M. Saunders, LI.C
102 Church Street

Post Office Box 731

Laurens, South Carolina 29360

Phone: (864) 681-4444

PCR Counsel for Lakeem Smith

Other Counsel of Record:
Rutledge Johnson, Esquire
SC Attorney General's Office
Post Office Box 11549
Columbia, SC 29211-1549
(803) 734-3963



THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the Court of Common Pleas

APPEAL FROM LAURENS COUNTY

Court of Common Pleas

[Frank R. Addy, Presiding Circuit Judge — Laurens County

Case Nos. 2009-GS-30-1407; -1408; -1409; -1410; -1411; -1412; -1413
PCR C/A Number: 2012-CP-30-890

State of South Carolina,

Respondent,

Lakeem O. Smith,
Appellant.

PROOFT OF SERVICE

[ certify that I have served the Notice of Appeal on the Respondent,
State of South Carolina., by depositing a copy of it in the United States Mail,
postage prepaid, on September 5, 2013 addressed to its attorney of record,
Rutledge Johnson, Esquire, Assistant Attorney General, PO Box 11549,
Columbia, South Carolina 29211.

September 5, 2013.
| %ywéﬁvﬁ#’ﬁ 757

Laura M. Saunders, Esquire
The Law Offices of Laura M. Saunders, LLC
102 Church Street
Post Office Box 731
Laurens, South Carolina 29360
Phone: (864) 681-4444
Attorney for Appellant
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