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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good morning,
 
Please find attached for filing the Notice of Appeal with the Order on appeal in the
matter referenced above. Also attached for filing is the Proof of Service. The filing fee
of $250.00 will be mailed to the Court today.

Thank you,
 
Denise M. Brockwell
Operations Manager
2019 Park Street
Columbia, SC 29201
Main: 803.724.5729
Direct: 803.888.3936
denise@lafavebagley.com
 

 

 
This e-mail and the information transmitted contains PRIVILEGED and CONFIDENTIAL information and is the property of
the sender. If you are not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination or copying of this information, or the taking of any action in
reliance on the content of this information, is strictly prohibited. Nothing in this email should be construed as an offer of
settlement or position on the existence/absence of insurance coverage unless expressly stated otherwise. Any settlement
information contained in this communication is protected by SCACR 408. All rights and defenses are reserved. If you have
received this e-mail in error, please immediately contact Denise Brockwell with LaFave Bagley, LLC, at 803.888.3936 and
please delete the original transmittal of this information.
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In The Court of Appeals 


_____________ 
 


APPEAL FROM RICHLAND COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 


 
Thomas W. McGee III, Circuit Court Judge 


_____________ 
 


Civil Action No. 2021-CP-40-05620 
_____________ 


 
 


Sherman Green,       Respondent, 
 


v. 
 
City of Columbia and George Simpson,    Defendants, 
 
OF WHOM: 
George Simpson is the       Appellant. 


 
______________ 


 
NOTICE OF APPEAL 


_____________ 
 


 George Simpson appeals the order denying his Motion for Summary Judgment on the issue 
of Qualified Immunity by the Honorable Thomas W. McGee, III, dated April 10, 2025. Appellant 
received written notice of the entry of the order on April 10, 2025, a copy of which is attached. A 
motion pursuant to Rule 59, SCRCP, to reconsider the decision is pending but counsel for Plaintiff 
may challenge the procedural aspects of the motion, and specifically compliance with Rule 59(g), 
though the undersigned asserts the argument to be inconsequential. Nevertheless, this appeal is 
filed out of an abundance of caution to protect George Simpson’s right to appeal the order. 
       
      s/Mary D. LaFave         
      Mary D. LaFave, SC BAR #75366 
      LAFAVE BAGLEY, LLC   
      2019 Park Street 
      Columbia, SC 29201 
      Phone: 803.726.6756 (Direct) 
      mary@lafavebagley.com  
                                                            
      Attorney for Defendant, George Simpson 
May 8, 2025 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA        JUDGMENT IN A CIVIL CASE  


COUNTY OF       


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS      CASE NO.        
 


 


      


  


      


PLAINTIFF(S)  DEFENDANT(S) 
 


 


DISPOSITION TYPE (CHECK ONE) 


 JURY VERDICT. This action came before the court for a trial by jury.  The issues 


have been tried and a verdict rendered. 
 


 DECISION BY THE COURT.  This action came to trial or hearing before the court. 


The issues have been tried or heard and a decision rendered.  
 


 ACTION DISMISSED (CHECK REASON):  Rule 12(b), SCRCP;  Rule 41(a), 


SCRCP (Vol. Nonsuit);  Rule 43(k), SCRCP (Settled); 


 Other       
 


 ACTION STRICKEN (CHECK REASON):  Rule 40(j), SCRCP;  Bankruptcy; 


 Binding arbitration, subject to right to restore to confirm, vacate or modify 


      arbitration award;  


   Other       
 


  STAYED DUE TO BANKRUPTCY 


 


  DISPOSITION OF APPEAL TO THE CIRCUIT COURT (CHECK APPLICABLE BOX): 


   Affirmed;   Reversed;   Remanded;   


 Other        
   


  NOTE:  ATTORNEYS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR NOTIFYING LOWER COURT, TRIBUNAL, OR 


ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCY OF THE CIRCUIT COURT RULING IN THIS APPEAL.  


IT IS ORDERED AND ADJUDGED:  See attached order (formal order to follow)  Statement of Judgment 


by the Court:  


 


ORDER INFORMATION 


This order  ends  does not end the case.                                                   See Page 2 for additional information.  


  


For Clerk of Court Office Use Only  
 


 


This judgment was electronically entered by the Clerk of Court as reflected on the Electronic Time Stamp, and a 


copy mailed first class to any party not proceeding in the Electronic Filing System on                         . 


 


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


NAMES OF TRADITIONAL FILERS SERVED BY MAIL 


04/10/2025


✔


2021CP4005620


On 2/19/25, an in-person hearing was held on Defendant Simpson's Motion for Summary Judgment. Chris Truluck argued on behalf of the
Plaintiff and Mary LaFave argued on behalf of the Defendant. Judge McGee reviewed all relevant pleadings, memoranda/exhibits, and other
evidence properly before the Court, and also heard arguments from both sides.


Pursuant to SCRCP 56, A Motion for Summary Judgment will be denied where, when viewed in the light most favorable to the non-moving party,
there is found to be a genuine issue of material fact. Upon such a finding, the moving party is not entitled to a judgment as a matter of law.


Judge McGee found certain material issues of facts as to the elements of all claims against Mr. Simpson including, but not limited to: (1) whether
Simpson conducted a sufficient investigation of the incident before seeking and obtaining a warrant for murder;


City Of Columbia et alSherman Green
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Court Reporter:       
 
E-Filing Note:  The date of Entry of Judgment is the same date as reflected on the Electronic File Stamp and the clerk's 


entering of the date of judgment above is not required in those counties. The clerk will mail a copy of the judgment to 


parties who are not E-Filers or who are appearing pro se. See Rule 77(d), SCRCP.  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


  


(2) whether Simpson fully disclosed all relevant, known information before seeking and
obtaining a warrant for murder; (3) whether Simpson's actions in seeking and obtaining
a warrant for murder included any material omissions or representations; (4) whether
Simpson's acts and/or omissions caused or contributed to a false arrest of Plaintiff;
and/or (5) whether Simpson's acts and/or omissions caused and/or contributed to a
malicious prosecution of the Plaintiff.


Because the Court finds that there are genuine issues of material fact regarding the
claims against Defendant Simpson, this Defendant's Motion for Summary Judgment is
respectfully DENIED.
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Richland Common Pleas


Case Caption: Sherman  Green vs   City Of Columbia , defendant, et al


Case Number: 2021CP4005620


Type: Order/Electronic Form 4


So Ordered


s/ Thomas W. McGee III, Judge Code 2786


Electronically signed on 2025-04-10 10:16:14     page 3 of 3
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In The Court of Appeals 


________ 
 


APPEAL FROM RICHLAND COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 


 
Thomas W. McGee, III, Circuit Court Judge 


_________ 
 


Civil Action No. 2021-CP-40-05620 
_________ 


Sherman Green,      Plaintiff, 
 


v. 
 
City of Columbia and George Simpson,      Defendants, 
 
OF WHOM: 
George Simpson is the      Appellant.  


_________ 
 


PROOF OF SERVICE 
_________ 


 
 I certify that I have caused to be served the Notice of Appeal on all parties by electronic 
mail, and by depositing a copy of it in the United States Mail, postage prepaid, on May 8, 2025, to 
the attorneys of record addressed as follows:  
 
 
Brian R. Shealey, Jr., Esquire 
brian@shealeylaw.com      
Luke A. Shealey, Esquire 
luke@shealeylaw.com     
Christopher S. Truluck, Esquire 
chris@shealeylaw.com  
Shealey Law Firm     
1507 Richland Street      
Columbia, SC 29201 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
 
 
 
 
 







 
W. Mike Hemlepp, Jr., Esquire 
william.hemlepp@columbiasc.gov 
City of Columbia 
Post Office Box 667 
Columbia, SC 29202 
Attorney for Defendant City of Columbia 
 
Jacqueline M. Pavlicek, Esquire 
jpavlicek@collinsandlacy.com  
Collins & Lacy, PC 
1330 Lady Street, 6th Floor 
Columbia, SC 29201 
Attorney for Defendant City of Columbia 
 
 
 
May 8, 2025     s/ Mary D. LaFave     
      Mary D. LaFave, SC Bar No. 75366 
      LaFave Bagley, LLC 
      2019 Park Street 
      Columbia, South Carolina 29201 
      (803) 726-6756 
      mary@lafavebagley.com   
   
      Attorney for Appellant George Simpson 






