
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF CHEROKEE 

ANGELICA SHELEST, 
Plaintiff, 

V. 

MARTIN MAINA GITAU AND MARK 
ONE FREIGHT & LOGISTICS, LLC, 

Defendants. 
----------------

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

CIVIL ACTION NO.: 2022-CP-11-00021 

ORDER DENYING DEFENDANTS' 

MOTION TO SET ASIDE ENTRY OF 

DEFAULT AND DEFAULT JUDGMENT 

This matter came before me for hearing on April 1, 2025, for a hearing on Defendants' 

motion to set aside entry of default and default judgment. Present for Plaintiff Angelica Shelest 

was William F. Barnes, III, and Kathleen C Barnes. Present for Defendants Martin Maina Gitau 

("Gitau") and Mark One Freight & Logistics, LLC, ("Mark One") was D. Dalton Barfield. 

Alexandria Jones was present for non-party Rift Valley Carriers. After carefully considering the 

parties' arguments and exhibits, and reviewing the applicable law and pleadings, the Comi 

denies Defendants' motions. 

This case arises out of a July 24, 2020 collision in which Defendant Mark Gitau, while 

driving a tractor-trailer owned by Defendant Mark One, hit a vehicle driven by Plaintiff Angelica 

Shelest. Shelest slowed down to make a left tum. Gitau was traveling behind her and failed to 

notice that she was turning. To avoid running into the back of Plaintiffs vehicle, Gitau swerved 

to the left and collided with Plaintiff as she was turning. A detailed account of Plaintiffs injuries 

is written in the Judgment and incorporated herein. 

On January 11, 2022, Plaintiff filed a Complaint against Defendant Gitau and John Doe 

Trucking Company. (Cmplt.). The Summons and Complaint were delivered to Gitau's personal 

address by the South Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles. (DMV L TR about Green Card 

filed March 25, 2022). Gitau did not answer. 
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