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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Clerk, please accept for filing the Journal Respondents’ Initial Brief, Designation of Matter,
and Proof of Service.
 
Thank you.
 
Shawn Bingham
Partner
Freeman Mathis & Gary, LLP
100 Galleria Parkway | Suite 1600 | Atlanta, GA 30339‑5948
D: 678-996-9090 | C: 404‑423‑3980
Email: sbingham@fmglaw.com | LinkedIn | Bio
www.fmglaw.com | Instagram | Twitter | Facebook

AZ | CA | CO | CT | DE | FL | GA | IL | IN | KY | MA | NJ | NM | NV | NY | OH | PA | RI | TN | TX | WA 
Please read this important notice and confidentiality statement
    

From: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org> 
Sent: Thursday, April 3, 2025 9:02 AM
To: Shawn Bingham <sbingham@fmglaw.com>; Court Of Appeals Filings
<ctappfilings@sccourts.org>
Cc: Loomis, Kenan <kloomis@cozen.com>; Chris Smith <csmith@clarksonwalsh.com>; Bowman,
Chad R. <BowmanChad@ballardspahr.com>; Dorothy Pierce <dorothypierce84@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: Motion to Strike: Court of Appeals Case No. 2024-000739
 

 
Dear Counsel:
 
The Court has received your filing. A stamped copy is attached for your records.
 
Thank you.
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS 


 


APPEAL FROM OCONEE COUNTY 
COURT OF COMMON PLEAS


 


R. Lawton McIntosh, Circuit Judge 
 


Appellate Case No. 2024-00739 
Common Pleas Case No. 2022-CP-3700182 


 


Dorothy Pierce, 


Appellant, 


v. 


Jerry Edwards; Edwards Group 
Holdings, Inc.; Edwards Printing; 
Richard Hunt McDuff; MJM Law LLC; 
Riley Morningstar; The Journal 
Newspaper; and Hal Welch, 


Respondents. 


 


PROOF OF SERVICE 
 


 


I certify that I have served the Initial Brief and Designation of Matter of Respondents 
Jerry Edwards, Edwards Group Holdings, Inc., Edwards Printing, Riley Morningstar (together, 
the “Journal Respondents”) via electronic service and by depositing a copy of it in the United 
States Mail, postage prepaid, on May 27, 2025, addressed to all parties as follows: 


 


Dorothy Pierce 
750 Mourning Dove Lane 
Seneca, SC 29678 
Dorothypierce84@gmail.com 
Pro se Appellant 


 


Charles A. Kinney 
Kenan G. Loomis  
COZEN O’CONNOR 
301 South College Street, Suite 2100  
Charlotte, NC 28202 
cakinney@cozen.com 
kloomis@cozen.com 







 


  


Attorneys for Respondents Richard Hunt 
McDuff and MJM Law, LLC 


 
FREEMAN MATHIS & 
GARY 
 
/s/ W. Shawn Bingham             
Shawn Bingham 
S.C. Bar No. 103944 
100 Galleria Parkway  
Suite 1600 
Atlanta, GA 30339 
770-818-9090 
sbingham@fmglaw.com 


 
BALLARD SPAHR LLP 
 
 
Chad R. Bowman  
(admitted pro hac vice) 
Maxwell S. Mishkin  
(admitted pro hac vice) 
1909 K Street NW, 12th Floor 
Washington, DC 20006 
202-661-2200 
bowmanchad@ballardspahr.com 
mishkinm@ballardspahr.com 


 
PATRICK, LEWIS & 
WATTS, P.A.  
 
Russell W. Patrick  
S.C. Bar No. 100717 
Douglas F. Patrick 
S.C. Bar No. 4358 
211 Pettigru Street 
Greenville, SC 29601  
864-240-5522 
rpatrick@plw.law 
dpatrick@plw.law 


 
Attorneys for Jerry Edwards, Edwards Group Holdings, Inc., Edwards Printing,  


Riley Morningstar, Hal Welch, and the Journal Newspaper 
 
 


 












 


 


THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS 


 


APPEAL FROM OCONEE COUNTY 
COURT OF COMMON PLEAS


 


R. Lawton McIntosh, Circuit Judge 
 


Appellate Case No. 2024-00739 
Common Pleas Case No. 2022-CP-3700182 


 


Dorothy Pierce, 


Appellant, 


v. 


Jerry Edwards; Edwards Group 
Holdings, Inc.; Edwards Printing; 
Richard Hunt McDuff; MJM Law LLC; 
Riley Morningstar; The Journal 
Newspaper; and Hal Welch, 


Respondents. 


 


JOURNAL RESPONDENTS’ INITIAL BRIEF 
 


Respondents Jerry Edwards, Edwards Group Holdings, Inc., Edwards Printing, Riley 


Morningstar, The Journal Newspaper, and Hal Welch (together, the “Journal Respondents”), 


pursuant to Rule 208(b)(6) of the South Carolina Rules of Appellate Practice, hereby “adopt by 


reference all . . . part[s] of the brief” submitted in this matter on March 7, 2025, by Respondents 


Richard Hunt McDuff and MJM Law LLC.  The Journal Respondents further state that, to the 


extent Appellant attempts in this appeal to challenge on an interlocutory basis any civil discovery 


orders entered below that pertain to the claims still pending against the Journal Respondents, such 


orders do not “involve the merits of the case and may not be appealed.”  Tucker v. Honda of S.C. 







 


 2 


Mfg., Inc., 354 S.C. 574, 577 (2003); Patterson v. Spector Broad. Corp., 287 S.C. 249, 249 (1985) 


(“This appeal is from an order compelling discovery which is interlocutory and not directly 


appealable.”); Lowndes Prod., Inc. v. Brower, 262 S.C. 431, 433 (1974) (“ordinarily, an order 


denying or compelling discovery is not directly appealable”); Wallace v. Interamerican Tr. Co., 


246 S.C. 563, 568 (1965) (challenged order “was simply a ruling made by the court in the progress 


of the cause requiring the pre-trial production of books and records deemed necessary to a proper 


and expeditious trial of the merits,” and was “no more involved the merits than a ruling upon the 


admissibility of evidence, and is not appealable before final judgment”). 


CONCLUSION 


For the foregoing reasons, the Court should reject this putative appeal as to the Journal 


Respondents because any underlying orders relating as to them are not immediately appealable. 


 Respectfully submitted this 27th day of May 2025. 


FREEMAN MATHIS & 
GARY 
 
/s/ W. Shawn Bingham             
Shawn Bingham 
S.C. Bar No. 103944 
100 Galleria Parkway  
Suite 1600 
Atlanta, GA 30339 
770-818-9090 
sbingham@fmglaw.com 


BALLARD SPAHR LLP 
 
 
Chad R. Bowman  
(admitted pro hac vice) 
Maxwell S. Mishkin  
(admitted pro hac vice) 
1909 K Street NW, 12th Floor 
Washington, DC 20006 
202-661-2200 
bowmanchad@ballardspahr.com 
mishkinm@ballardspahr.com 


PATRICK, LEWIS & 
WATTS, P.A.  
 
Russell W. Patrick  
S.C. Bar No. 100717 
Douglas F. Patrick 
S.C. Bar No. 4358 
211 Pettigru Street 
Greenville, SC 29601  
864-240-5522 
rpatrick@plw.law 
dpatrick@plw.law 


 
Attorneys for Jerry Edwards, Edwards Group Holdings, Inc., Edwards Printing,  


Riley Morningstar, Hal Welch, and the Journal Newspaper 
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R. Lawton McIntosh, Circuit Judge 
 


Appellate Case No. 2024-00739 
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Dorothy Pierce, 


Appellant, 


v. 


Jerry Edwards; Edwards Group 
Holdings, Inc.; Edwards Printing; 
Richard Hunt McDuff; MJM Law LLC; 
Riley Morningstar; The Journal 
Newspaper; and Hal Welch, 


Respondents. 


 


RESPONDENTS’ DESIGNATION OF MATTER 
 


Respondents Jerry Edwards, Edwards Group Holdings, Inc., Edwards Printing, Riley 


Morningstar, The Journal Newspaper, and Hal Welch (together, the “Journal Respondents”) 


adopt by reference the Designation of Matter submitted on March 7, 2025, by Respondents 


Richard Hunt McDuff and MJM Law LLC. 


 Respectfully submitted this 27th day of May 2025. 


[Signature on following page] 
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FREEMAN MATHIS & 
GARY 
 
/s/ W. Shawn Bingham             
Shawn Bingham 
S.C. Bar No. 103944 
100 Galleria Parkway  
Suite 1600 
Atlanta, GA 30339 
770-818-9090 
sbingham@fmglaw.com 


BALLARD SPAHR LLP 
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Douglas F. Patrick 
S.C. Bar No. 4358 
211 Pettigru Street 
Greenville, SC 29601  
864-240-5522 
rpatrick@plw.law 
dpatrick@plw.law 


 
Attorneys for Jerry Edwards, Edwards Group Holdings, Inc., Edwards Printing,  


Riley Morningstar, Hal Welch, and the Journal Newspaper 
 
 







 


 


THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS 


 


APPEAL FROM OCONEE COUNTY 
COURT OF COMMON PLEAS


 


R. Lawton McIntosh, Circuit Judge 
 


Appellate Case No. 2024-00739 
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Appellant, 


v. 


Jerry Edwards; Edwards Group 
Holdings, Inc.; Edwards Printing; 
Richard Hunt McDuff; MJM Law LLC; 
Riley Morningstar; The Journal 
Newspaper; and Hal Welch, 


Respondents. 


 
RULE 209(C) CERTIFICATION 


 
 


Pursuant to South Carolina Rule of Appellate Practice 209(c), I certify that the Designation 


of Matter of Respondents Jerry Edwards, Edwards Group Holdings, Inc., Edwards Printing, Riley 


Morningstar, The Journal Newspaper, and Hal Welch contains no matter which is irrelevant to this 


appeal. 


Respectfully submitted this 27th day of May 2025. 


[Signature on following page]  
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Caution: This email originated from outside of the FMG organization. Do not
click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

 
From: Shawn Bingham <sbingham@fmglaw.com> 
Sent: Thursday, April 3, 2025 8:27 AM
To: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>
Cc: Loomis, Kenan <kloomis@cozen.com>; Chris Smith <csmith@clarksonwalsh.com>; Bowman,
Chad R. <BowmanChad@ballardspahr.com>; Dorothy Pierce <dorothypierce84@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: Motion to Strike: Court of Appeals Case No. 2024-000739
 

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please exercise
caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Clerk, please accept the attached for filing on behalf od my clients. Thank you.
 
Shawn Bingham ​​​​

Partner
Freeman Mathis & Gary, LLP
100 Galleria Parkway | Suite 1600 | Atlanta, GA 30339‑5948
D: 678-996-9090 | C: 404‑423‑3980
Email: sbingham@fmglaw.com | LinkedIn | Bio
www.fmglaw.com | Instagram | Twitter | Facebook

AZ | CA | CO | CT | DE | FL | GA | IL | IN | KY | MA | NJ | NM | NV | NY | OH | PA | RI | TN | TX | WA 
Please read this important notice and confidentiality statement
 
From: Dorothy Pierce <dorothypierce84@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 26, 2025 11:38 AM
To: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>
Cc: Loomis, Kenan <kloomis@cozen.com>; Chris Smith <csmith@clarksonwalsh.com>; Shawn
Bingham <sbingham@fmglaw.com>; Bowman, Chad R. <BowmanChad@ballardspahr.com>
Subject: Motion to Strike: Court of Appeals Case No. 2024-000739
 

 
Clerk,
 
Find the attached Motion to strike Respondent's Initial Brief which was submitted for
filing on March 17, 2025 but it seems it was never recorded by the court.
 
I will mail the fees momentarily. 
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DOROTHY PIERCE
Justice is not a Privilege but a Fundamental Human Right.
"TRUTH is TREASON in an EMPIRE of LIES"
 
750 Mourning Dove Lane, Seneca, SC.29678
Tel: 864-324-3247
~~~ CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE ~~~ This message is intended only for the
addressee and may contain information that is confidential. If you are not the intended
recipient, do not read, copy, retain, or disseminate this message or any attachment. If
you have received this message in error, please contact the sender immediately and
delete all copies of the message and any attachments.


