
 

 

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS 

 

APPEAL FROM OCONEE COUNTY 
COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

 

R. Lawton McIntosh, Circuit Judge 
 

Appellate Case No. 2024-00739 
Common Pleas Case No. 2022-CP-3700182 

 

Dorothy Pierce, 

Appellant, 

v. 

Jerry Edwards; Edwards Group 
Holdings, Inc.; Edwards Printing; 
Richard Hunt McDuff; MJM Law LLC; 
Riley Morningstar; The Journal 
Newspaper; and Hal Welch, 

Respondents. 

 

RESPONDENTS’ DESIGNATION OF MATTER 
 

Respondents Jerry Edwards, Edwards Group Holdings, Inc., Edwards Printing, Riley 

Morningstar, The Journal Newspaper, and Hal Welch (together, the “Journal Respondents”) 

adopt by reference the Designation of Matter submitted on March 7, 2025, by Respondents 

Richard Hunt McDuff and MJM Law LLC. 

 Respectfully submitted this 27th day of May 2025. 
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FREEMAN MATHIS & 
GARY 
 
/s/ W. Shawn Bingham             
Shawn Bingham 
S.C. Bar No. 103944 
100 Galleria Parkway  
Suite 1600 
Atlanta, GA 30339 
770-818-9090 
sbingham@fmglaw.com 

BALLARD SPAHR LLP 
 
 
Chad R. Bowman  
(admitted pro hac vice) 
Maxwell S. Mishkin  
(admitted pro hac vice) 
1909 K Street NW, 12th Floor 
Washington, DC 20006 
202-661-2200 
bowmanchad@ballardspahr.com 
mishkinm@ballardspahr.com 

PATRICK, LEWIS & 
WATTS, P.A.  
 
Russell W. Patrick  
S.C. Bar No. 100717 
Douglas F. Patrick 
S.C. Bar No. 4358 
211 Pettigru Street 
Greenville, SC 29601  
864-240-5522 
rpatrick@plw.law 
dpatrick@plw.law 

 
Attorneys for Jerry Edwards, Edwards Group Holdings, Inc., Edwards Printing,  

Riley Morningstar, Hal Welch, and the Journal Newspaper 
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RULE 209(C) CERTIFICATION 

 
 

Pursuant to South Carolina Rule of Appellate Practice 209(c), I certify that the Designation 

of Matter of Respondents Jerry Edwards, Edwards Group Holdings, Inc., Edwards Printing, Riley 

Morningstar, The Journal Newspaper, and Hal Welch contains no matter which is irrelevant to this 

appeal. 

Respectfully submitted this 27th day of May 2025. 
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