
From: Melody Brown
To: Robert Meek; Kyle Ratliff; Emily Borneisen; robin_blume@scd.uscourts.gov; Billie Goodman; Brian Shropshire;

Shealy, Brenda
Cc: Charles Grose; j.welling@phillipsblack.org; j.perkovich@phillipsblack.org; Lindsey S. Vann; Emily Paavola;

Zelenka, Don; Angela Brown
Subject: RE: South Carolina Execution Scheduled for Friday, June 13, 2025 at 6:00 pm - Stephen Stanko
Date: Friday, June 6, 2025 5:29:15 PM
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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

STATUS UPDATE:  Still scheduled for Friday, June 13th at 6:00pm
 
Today, Mr. Stanko filed a “Complaint for Injunctive and Declaratory Relief filed Pursuant to
42 U.S.C. § 1983” in the federal district court.  The Honorable Richard M. Gergel issued an
order that a response be filed by noon on Monday, June 9th.  A status conference is set for
Wednesday, June 11th at 10:00am.  The filings and docket entries for the case may be
located in PACER by this case number: 3:25-cv-04976-RMG-SVH.
 
Sincerely,
 
MELODY J. BROWN, Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General 
Office of the South Carolina Attorney General
Capital and Collateral Litigation Section | Office 803-734-6305 | mbrown@scag.gov
P.O. Box 11549 | Columbia, SC 29211
scag.gov
 

 
This email, along with any attachments, is considered confidential and may be legally privileged. If you have received it in
error please notify the sender immediately by reply email and then delete this message from your system. Please do not
copy it or use it for any purposes, or disclose its contents to any other person. This email, and attachments, are subject to
FOIA requests. Thank you for your cooperation.
 
 
From: Melody Brown 
Sent: Friday, May 30, 2025 5:36 PM
To: Robert Meek <rmeek@supremecourt.gov>; Kyle Ratliff <kratliff@supremecourt.gov>; Emily
Borneisen <Emily_Borneisen@ca4.uscourts.gov>; robin_blume@scd.uscourts.gov; Billie Goodman
<Billie_Goodman@scd.uscourts.gov>; Brian Shropshire <Brian_Shropshire@scd.uscourts.gov>;
Shealy, Brenda <BShealy@sccourts.org>
Cc: Charles Grose <charles@groselawfirm.com>; j.welling@phillipsblack.org;
j.perkovich@phillipsblack.org; Lindsey S. Vann <lindsey@justice360sc.org>; Emily Paavola
<emily@justice360sc.org>; Don Zelenka <DZelenka@scag.gov>; Angela Brown
<abennett@scag.gov>
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Subject: RE: South Carolina Execution Scheduled for Friday, June 13, 2025 at 6:00 pm - Stephen
Stanko
 
STATUS UPDATE:  Still scheduled as noted
 
Please be advised that the execution referenced above is still scheduled for Friday, June
13th at 6:00 p.m.  As of this email, there is no presently pending litigation. 
 
The Supreme Court of South Carolina denied a motion for stay earlier this week. The basis
for the motion was related to a request for additional information on the available methods
of execution in South Carolina.  The litigation may be accessed here:
https://ctrack.sccourts.org/public/caseView.do?csIID=83308 . The May 28, 2025 order is
attached. 
 
Sincerely,
 
MELODY J. BROWN, Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General 
Office of the South Carolina Attorney General
Capital and Collateral Litigation Section | Office 803-734-6305 | mbrown@scag.gov
P.O. Box 11549 | Columbia, SC 29211
scag.gov
 

 
This email, along with any attachments, is considered confidential and may be legally privileged. If you have received it in
error please notify the sender immediately by reply email and then delete this message from your system. Please do not
copy it or use it for any purposes, or disclose its contents to any other person. This email, and attachments, are subject to
FOIA requests. Thank you for your cooperation.
 
 
From: Melody Brown 
Sent: Friday, May 16, 2025 9:59 AM
To: 'Robert Meek' <rmeek@supremecourt.gov>; 'Kyle Ratliff' <kratliff@supremecourt.gov>; 'Emily
Borneisen' <Emily_Borneisen@ca4.uscourts.gov>; 'robin_blume@scd.uscourts.gov'
<robin_blume@scd.uscourts.gov>; 'Billie Goodman' <Billie_Goodman@scd.uscourts.gov>; 'Brian
Shropshire' <Brian_Shropshire@scd.uscourts.gov>; 'Shealy, Brenda' <BShealy@sccourts.org>
Cc: 'Charles Grose' <charles@groselawfirm.com>; 'j.welling@phillipsblack.org'
<j.welling@phillipsblack.org>; 'j.perkovich@phillipsblack.org' <j.perkovich@phillipsblack.org>;
Lindsey S. Vann <lindsey@justice360sc.org>; Emily Paavola <emily@justice360sc.org>; Don Zelenka
<DZelenka@scag.gov>; Angela Brown <abennett@scag.gov>
Subject: South Carolina Execution Scheduled for Friday, June 13, 2025 at 6:00 pm - Stephen Stanko
 
Please accept this email as notice of an upcoming execution in South Carolina.  The Clerk of
the Supreme Court of South Carolina issued an Execution Notice this morning (attached).   By
operation of statute, the execution must take place the fourth Friday after the notice is
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received.  See S.C. Code Ann. § 17-25-370.  Consequently, the execution will be Friday, June
13, 2025.  The time is set for 6:00 pm.   There is no litigation presently pending.   Contact
information for the attorneys follows.
 
For the State of South Carolina: 
I am the primary contact for the State. I may be reached at this email address, and my direct
line at work is 803-734-3742.  My cell phone number is 803-622-3582.  
 
For Mr. Stanko:  
Charles Grose, Esq., is the primary contact for Mr. Stanko, and his contact number is 864-
538-4466. 
 
All attorneys presently listed for Mr. Stanko are:
 
E. Charles Grose, Jr., Esq.
The Grose Law Firm, LLC
305 Main Street
Greenwood, SC 29646
(864) 538-4466
charles@groselawfirm.com
 
Joseph C. Welling, Esq.
Phillips Black, Inc.
100 N. Tucker Blvd. Suite 750
St. Louis, MO 63101
(314) 629-2492
j.welling@phillipsblack.org
 
Joseph J. Perkovich, Esq.
Phillips Black, Inc.
Post Office Box 3547
New York, NY 10008
(212) 400-1660
j.perkovich@phillipsblack.org
 
Lindsey S. Vann, Esq.,
lindsey@justice360sc.org
Emily Paavola, Esq.
emily@justice360sc.org
Justice 360
900 Elmwood Avenue, Suite 200
Columbia, SC 29201
(803) 765-1044
 
 
Sincerely,
 
MELODY J. BROWN, Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General 
Office of the South Carolina Attorney General
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Capital and Collateral Litigation Section | Office 803-734-6305 | mbrown@scag.gov
P.O. Box 11549 | Columbia, SC 29211
scag.gov
 

 
This email, along with any attachments, is considered confidential and may be legally privileged. If you have received it in
error please notify the sender immediately by reply email and then delete this message from your system. Please do not
copy it or use it for any purposes, or disclose its contents to any other person. This email, and attachments, are subject to
FOIA requests. Thank you for your cooperation.
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