
 
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

In The Supreme Court 
__________________ 

 
IN THE ORIGINAL JURISDICTION 

OF THE SUPREME COURT 
__________________ 

CASE NO.:  2025-000712 
__________________ 

 
The Methodist Church of Simpsonville, Jackson Grove Methodist  
Church, Calhoun Falls Methodist Church, Good Shepherd Methodist  
Church, Trinity Methodist Church of Lancaster, Aldersgate  
Methodist Church, Boiling Springs Methodist Church, Fort Lawn  
Methodist Church, Panola Methodist Church, Dickson Methodist  
Church, Heidi Meek Medlin, and Michael Smith ............................................... Petitioners,  
 

v. 
 

The South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church,  
Bishop Leonard E. Fairley, Rev. Cathy Mitchell, Rev. Fran Elrod,  
Rev. Steve Brown, Rev. Terry Fleming, Rev. Telley Gadson, Rev.  
Anthony Hodge, Rev. Chris Lollis, Rev. Ken Nelson, Rev. Steve  
Patterson, Jr., and Rev. Jeffrey Salley .................................................................. Respondents.  
 

__________________ 

PROOF OF SERVICE 
__________________ 

 

 I CERTIFY that on the 23rd day of June, 2025, I served a copy of the Verified Application 

Pro Hac Vice dated May 14, 2025 and Letter of Certification from Supreme Court Office of Bar 

Admissions dated May 30, 2025 was emailed to below counsel for Plaintiffs: 

JAMES Y. BECKER, ESQ.: jbecker@hsblawfirm.com 
COSTA M. PLEICONES, ESQ.:  cpleicones@hsblawfirm.com 
ELIZABETH H. BLACK, ESQ.: eblack@hsblawfirm.com 
RONALD T. SCOTT, ESQ.: rscott@hsblawfirm.com 
SARAH J. REISINGER, ESQ.: sreisinger@hsblawfirm.com 
KATHLEEN C. MCKINNEY, ESQ.: kmckinney@hsblawfirm.com 

Jun 23 2025



HAYNSWORTH SINKLER BOYD, P.A. 
1201 Main Street 
22nd Floor 
Columbia, SC 29201 
803-779-3080 
 
AND 
 
WILLIAM A. COATES, ESQ. wac@cassidycoates.com 
VINCENT C. PRICE, ESQ.: cprice@cassidycoates.com 
Cassidy Coates Price, P.A. 
P.O. Box 10529 
Greenville, SC 29603 
864-349-2600 
 

NATIONAL CENTER FOR LIFE AND LIBERTY 

 
      /s/ Jonathan James Bailie    
      Jonathan James Bailie, Esq. 
      South Carolina Bar # 107279 
      13790 Roosevelt Blvd., Suite A 
      Clearwater, FL 33762 
      jbailie@ncll.org 
      lwest@ncll.org; nhutchinson@ncll.org 
      Attorney for Defendants 
 
      AND 

 
  BANNISTER, WYATT & STALVEY, LLC.  

 
/s/ James W. Bannister   
James W. Bannister  
SC Bar No. 8895  
24 Cleveland Street  
P.O. Box 10007-29603  
Greenville, SC  
864-298-0084  
jbannister@bannisterwyatt.com 
Attorney for Defendants 

 
 

 
 




