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1 THE COURT:  Solicitor.

2 MR. EPTING:  Thank you, Your Honor.  Before the Court

3 today is Aideyan Omoregbee.  He is here with his defense

4 counsel, Tom Bowen of the Public Defender’s Office.  Mr.

5 Omoregbee was before the Court in December of 2021, where he

6 pled guilty to domestic violence in the third degree. 

7 During that hearing Your Honor issued a permanent

8 restraining order restricting him from having contact with

9 the victim on that case, who was then his wife.  That was

10 served and he was released and arguably such that when he

11 violated that permanent restraining order, after he was

12 charged and we were preparing the cases for trial, I was

13 informed by defense counsel that it appears that one of the

14 boxes was not checked that restricted all contact.  I

15 believe that was the intention of all parties at the plea. 

16 That was the intention of the State and I believe the Court

17 as well and there was a time limit in there from December

18 17  to 2071.  So we’re here on motion of the State to haveth

19 that permanent restraining order modified.  I’ve prepared an

20 entirely new one that’s otherwise the same with that box --

21 with the box checked, as I believe that was the intention of

22 both the Court and all parties at the conclusion of that

23 plea December of 2021.

24 THE COURT:  Mr. Bowen, you wish to be heard?

25 MR. BOWEN:  I do, Your Honor.  We did not represent Mr.
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1 Omoregbee during that hearing.  I believe it was Robby

2 Bruce, so I can’t say for certain what the intention of all

3 parties was at the time, but at this point we’re objecting

4 to the modification, Your Honor.  It’s my understanding,

5 after speaking with my client, he believes that she is using

6 this PRO as a shield -- or as a sword rather than a shield. 

7 She has been -- during the time after this plea she had his

8 location services on his phone on and she was following him

9 around.  She had him thrown out of his child’s graduation

10 when he wasn’t even near them.  He was trying to open a

11 store and she went there to try and prevent that, then she

12 also went to the person who was funding him to try and get

13 that shut down.  Then she went to North Carolina to the

14 distributor that would have been selling the goods for him 

15 -- selling him the goods for that store and shutting it --

16 making sure he couldn’t go there, Your Honor.  The purpose

17 of a restraining order is to be used as a shield, not as a

18 sword like this, Your Honor.  

19 In addition, he’s concerned about if this is modified

20 to a full no contact, that it’s going to exacerbate this

21 issue that’s been going on now for the past couple years. 

22 He advises me in 2022, after all this was going on, he came

23 to the Public Defender’s Office and talked to Joe Medlin

24 about it.  Unfortunately, we didn’t have the case with him

25 at that time.  There was nothing we could really do in
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1 regard to that other than tell him, well, technically,

2 that’s not a violation of a protection order on her part

3 because it’s not a two-sided thing, but you know, his

4 concern is he wants to be able to speak to his children. 

5 He’s been married -- he was married to the victim in that

6 case for thirty-four years, Your Honor.  They have a number

7 of children together and he’s afraid if they have

8 grandchildren, she’s going to use this to prevent him from

9 ever even being able to see his grandchildren as well.  She

10 made this same request in Family Court during the divorce

11 and that was denied by, I believe, Judge Guyton.

12 The allegation that he violated the restraining order

13 is that he had called her phone at, like, two o’clock in the

14 morning a hand full of times, where he said he missed his

15 family and stuff like that.

16 Mr. Omoregbee is from Nigeria and he advises me that in

17 his culture the wife is never part of his family, so when he

18 says he misses his family, he means he misses his children,

19 as the wife is always a part of her father’s family, he

20 tells me.

21 THE COURT:  Well, let me ask this:  so was there a

22 hearing in Family Court subsequent to him being sentenced

23 where the Family Court judge denied the no contact?

24 MR. BOWEN:  That is my understanding, Your Honor.

25 MR. EPTING:  I have not -- that’s the first I’ve heard
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1 of that.  There was a divorce proceeding that went in place

2 last week.  They are fully divorced and as to the children,

3 I believe they are all grown, with the exception of one who

4 may be seventeen, turning eighteen soon.

5 THE COURT:  Well, I mean, here’s the issue:  normally 

6 -- regardless of what was checked on the box, the standard

7 order says no contact unless---

8 MR. EPTING:  Allowed by a Family Court.

9 THE COURT:  ---allowed by a Family Court.  Now, if a

10 Family Court Judge has heard everything and has decided that

11 a restraining order is not appropriate, I mean, I’m -- we’re

12 here on a 90-day domestic violence third degree.  Do y’all 

13 -- can you get me a copy of the Family Court?  Was it an

14 order?  Did he have an attorney?

15 MR. BOWEN:  You did not have an attorney, did you?

16 MR. EPTING:  Your Honor, I can -- just to put this out

17 there, Mr. Omoregbee, during the pendency of both of these

18 cases, has made all kinds of claims in court, all -- some

19 extremely outrageous.  I do think --

20 THE COURT:  And, Mr. Bowen, you -- what you’ve relayed

21 to the Court, is that what your client has told you?

22 MR. BOWEN:  That is what my client has told me.

23 THE COURT:  You have no personal knowledge, had not --

24 MR. BOWEN:  I do not have personal knowledge.  No.

25 THE COURT:  Okay.  That helps.
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1 MR. BOWEN:  So it’s our position --

2 THE COURT:  What’s he doing in detention?

3 MR. BOWEN:  It’s these charges, the number of violation

4 of protection order and harassment, Your Honor.

5 MR. EPTING:  So he still has a harassment charge

6 related to violating and the box was checked.  He made some

7 threats to the victims allegedly and --

8 THE COURT:  Okay.  All right.  I don’t need to hear

9 anymore.  I mean, I’m familiar -- here’s the thing:  when

10 this is brought to me by the lawyers, I don’t -- I have

11 never, in my knowledge, knowingly signed an order that -- we

12 call them temporary -- I mean, restraining order, permanent

13 restraining orders, that was not for the purpose of no

14 contact.  I think -- and I did see a copy of the order that

15 was signed at the time and I believe that that was very

16 likely a scrivener’s error that that box was not checked and

17 so I’m going to grant the motion to amend the restraining

18 order.  He can, you know, -- and, again, that order says

19 that if -- and if he’s allowed by a Family Court judge, then

20 it would super- -- in my view, it would supercede this

21 order, but it has to be a written order by the Family Court

22 judge and not just the defendant saying, hey, this is what

23 they told me in Family Court and all the other issues as far

24 as grandchildren and that kind of thing, that’s left up to 

25 between him and the parents of those children.  What little
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1 bit I know about grandparents’ rights, in South Carolina

2 they don’t have any rights when it comes to domestic

3 visitation.  That’s between him and his children.  Anything

4 else?

5 MR. EPTING:  Not from the State, Your Honor.

6 MR. BOWEN:  Not from the defense, Your Honor.

7 THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you. 

8 MR. BOWEN:  Thank you, Your Honor.

9 (END OF REQUESTED TRANSCRIPT)
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

) C E R T I F I C A T E

COUNTY OF YORK )

I, the undersigned Shannon E. McGilberry, official

Court Reporter for the Sixteenth Judicial Circuit of the

State of South Carolina, do hereby certify that the

foregoing is a true, accurate and complete transcript of the

record of all proceedings had and evidence introduced in the

hearing of the captioned case, relative to appeal, in the

Court of General Sessions for York County, South Carolina,

on the 11  day of September, 2024.th

I do further certify that I am neither of kin, counsel,

nor interest to any party hereto.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name,

this 10  day of January, 2025.th

 _________________________________

 Shannon E. McGilberry, CVR-M

My Commission Expires:

April 26, 2027
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