
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 

__________ 
 

APPEAL FROM HORRY COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 

Benjamin H. Culbertson, Circuit Court Judge 
__________ 

 
Case No. 2022-CP-26-4440 

Appellate Case No. 2023-000567 
__________ 

 
Redfin Corporation, Christine LeFont, Rodolfo A. Pisigan Jr., Portia O. Pisigan, Jeremy Pisigan, 

and Cherry C. Pisigan, Defendants. Of Which Redfin Corporation is the Respondent. 
Respondent, 

v. 
Hope Dukes and Nicole Dukes, 

Appellants 
___________ 

 
RESPONSE TO RETURN MOTION TO DISMISS 

___________ 
 
Appellants Hope Dukes and Nicole Dukes respectfully submit this reply in support of their 
Motion to Dismiss Redfin Corporation’s Motion for Costs: 
 
1.Remittitur Was Not Received by Appellants 
 
Appellants did not receive the Remittitur letter dated May 23, 2025, via mail. Instead, 
Appellants received only the Dispositional Opinion dated May 7, 2025, which they 
reasonably believed to be the final order of the Court. This confusion, combined with the lack 
of receipt of the Remittitur itself, prevented Appellants from being aware of the appropriate 
deadline under Rule 222(d), SCACR. 
 
2. Discretion Remains with the Court under Rule 222(a) 
 
While Rule 222(a) uses the word “shall” in reference to the taxing of costs, it expressly 
provides that costs are taxed “unless otherwise ordered by the appellate court.” This language 
leaves room for judicial discretion. South Carolina Courts have long recognized that equitable 
considerations may warrant denial or reduction of costs, particularly in cases involving good-
faith appeals, public interest, or demonstrated financial hardship. 
 
Appellants’ appeal was brought in good faith, raising legitimate legal and factual issues, even 
if ultimately unsuccessful. The appeal was not frivolous, nor was it pursued for any improper 
purpose. 
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 

__________ 
  

APPEAL FROM HORRY COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 

Benjamin H. Culbertson, Circuit Court Judge 
__________ 

  
Case No. 2022-CP-26-4440 

Appellate Case No. 2023-000567 
__________ 

  
Redfin Corporation, Christine LeFont, Rodolfo A. Pisigan Jr., Portia O. Pisigan, 

Jeremy Pisigan, 
and Cherry C. Pisigan, Defendants. Of Which Redfin Corporation is the 

Respondent. 
Respondent, 

v. 
Hope Dukes and Nicole Dukes, 

Appellants 
___________ 

  
MOTION TO DISMISS - Response To Return 

___________ 
 
 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

__________________ 

The undersigned certifies that the Motion to Dismiss Response To Return by  Hope 
and Nicole Dukes was served on Redfin Corporation, Christine LeFont, Rodolfo 
A. Pisigan Jr., Portia O. Pisigan, Jeremy Pisigan and Cherry C. Pisigan, 

Jun 24 2025




