
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE COURT OF APPEALS 

Appeal from Sumter County 

Honorable R. Ferrell Cothran, Jr., Circuit Court Judge 

THE STATE, 

RESPONDENT, 

V. 

MUSTAFA SALAAM 

APPELLANT 

APPELLATE CASE NO. 2024-001620 

MOTION TO HOLD APPEAL IN ABEYANCE PENDING RECEIPT OF TRANSCRIPTS 

Counsel for Appellant, Mustafa Salaam, respectfully moves to hold the above-captioned 

case in abeyance pending receipt of complete transcripts. There have been no prior extensions 

granted in this case. In support of this request, counsel shows: 

1. Appellant was indicted by the Sumter County Grand Jury for murder, possession of a

weapon during a violent crime, and attempted murder. 

2. Appellant's case was called to a bench trial on September 9, 2024, before the Honorable

R. Ferrell Cothran, Jr. M. Lavan Green, Jr. and Edgar R. Donnald, Jr. of the Sumter County Public

Defender's office represented Appellant. Megan E. Raymer, Caroline A. Hughes, and Joel A. 

Kozak were the solicitors prosecuting for the State. 
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3. The court found appellant guilty of murder, possession of a weapon during a violent crime,

and attempted murder. Judge Cothran sentenced appellant to life in prison for murder and a 

concurrent thirty years for attempted murder. 

4. This case is now on appeal before this Court.

5. On December 17, 2024, the Office of Appellant Defense requested the complete trial

transcript, September 9-13, 2024. The Office of Appellate Defense received the trial transcript 

on March I 0, 2025. 

6. Upon reviewing the transcript received, counsel discovered the transcript did not contain a

hearing regarding a motion for bench trial. That hearing was held on July 29, 2024. Apparently, 

given the trial court's order granting the motion and subsequent bench trial, Appellant waived his 

right to a jury trial at that hearing. 

7. Counsel immediately sent a transcript request but inadvertently provided the incorrect date

of the hearing. Upon filing an extension request, the Court responded that extension was not 

necessary until after the transcript is received, which was expected on June 30, 2025. See Exhibit 

A attached to this motion. 

8. On May 27, 2025, counsel made a second transcript request for the July 29 transcript. See

Exhibit B attached to this motion. That request has been assigned to a court reporter who indicates 

it will be "a few weeks" before the hearing transcript is prepared. See Exhibit B. 

9. Counsel discovered the missing hearing early and endeavored to prepare this motion before

taking any extensions in Appellant's case. 

Counsel respectfully requests that this Court hold the above-captioned case in abeyance 

pending receipt of the complete transcripts. Counsel also requests that the time limits for filing 

the initial brief and designation of mater be held in abeyance pending disposition of this motion. 
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Counsel recognizes holding the case in abeyance for what may be only two weeks is abnormal and 

could be unnecessary. However, there have been no assurances of any specific date by which the 

transcript will be completed, so out of an abundance of caution abeyance is the preferred course 

of action. It may be over a month before this transcript is complete. Given the important nature 

of the rights Appellant apparently waived at that hearing-his rights to a jury trial and unanimous 

verdict-it is necessary to have that transcript before substantial work on the appeal begins. 

This 25th day of June, 2025. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/ 
z;:.a 

Jordan M. Wayburn 
Appellate Defender 
Attorney for Appellant 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE COURT OF APPEALS 

Appeal from Sumter County 

Honorable R. Ferrell Cothran, Jr., Circuit Court Judge 

THE STATE, 

RESPONDENT, 

V. 

MUST AF A SALAAM 

APPELLANT 

APPELLATE CASE NO. 2024-001620 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Pursuant to Rule 262(a)(3) and Rule 262(c)(3), SCACR, the undersigned hereby certifies 
a true copy of the Motion to Hold in Abeyance in the above referenced case has been served on 
Melody J. Brown, Esquire, at the primary e-mail address listed in the Attorney Information System 
(AIS), this 25th day of June, 2025. 

/.iordanM.wayburn 
Appellate Defender 

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT 
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From: Stock, Chris
To: Melody Brown; Angela Brown
Cc: Wayburn, Jordan
Subject: 2024-001620 - The State v. Mustafa Salaam - Motion to Hold in Abeyance
Date: Wednesday, June 25, 2025 4:13:00 PM
Attachments: 2024-001620 - The State v. Mustafa Salaam - Motion to Hold in Abeyance.pdf

Ms. Brown,

Please find attached for service the Motion to Hold in Abeyance for Mustafa Salaam’s appeal
which will be filed with the Court of Appeals today.

If you have any questions, please let me know.

Thank you,

Chris Stock
Administrative Coordinator
Commission on Indigent Defense
Appellate Division
(803) 734-1330
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