From: Kaitlin M. Kuhn

To: Court Of Appeals Filings

Cc: White, Della; Taylor H. Currin; Andrew Hulshult
Subject: Appeal - Thomas Blakeney

Date: Wednesday, June 25, 2025 2:48:06 PM
Attachments: Thomas Blakeney Appeal Paperwork.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good afternoon,

Please see the attached Appeal to be filed regarding the case of South Carolina v. Thomas
Blakeney. Please confirm receipt.

Thank you!

Kaitlin Kuhn

Paralegal

Charleston County Ninth Circuit Judicial Court
Public Defender Office

O.T. Wallace Building

101 Meeting Street, 51 Floor

Charleston, SC 29401

Phone: 843-958-1850

Fax: 843-958-1860

kmkuhn@charlestoncounty.org
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Berkeley County

219 N. Hwy 52, Suite Il
Moncks Corner, SC 29461
(843) 899-27717

Keshia White
Berkeley County Public Defender

Cameron Jane Blazer
Cireutt Public Defender

June 25, 2025

The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings
Clerk, South Carolina Court of Appeals
Post Office Box 11629

Columbia, South Carolina, 29211

Charleston County

101 Meeting Street, 5th Floor
Charleston, SC 29401
(843) 958-1850

Megan S. Ehrlich
Charleston Cotinly Public Defender

publicdefender@charlestoncounty.erg

Re:  State of South Carolina v, Thomas Carson Blakeney
Indictment: 2025GS1001378
Warrant: 2024A1010200889
Charge: Failure to Stop for Blue Lights

Dear Mrs. Kitchings:

Attached is the Notice of Intent to Appeal in the above-referenced case, together with

appropriate Proof of Service upon the Circuit Solicitor and Proof of Filing with the local Clerk of
Court who is copied on this email. The Defendant-Appellant was represented by our office as an
indigent, pursuant to the Defense of Indigents Act. By copy of this letter, I am forwarding a
duplicate set of these documents to the South Carolina Commission of Appellate Defense.

Sincerely,

Taylof H. Currin Appointed Counsel for Thomas Carson Blakeney
Charleston County Public Defender’s Office

101 Meeting Street, Suite 500

Charleston, SC 29401

Enclosure(s): As stated above

ce. South Carolina Commission of Appellate Defense





Charleston Coundy

101 Meeting Street, 5th Floor
Charleston, SC 29401
(843) 958-1850

Berkeley County

219 N. Hwy 52, Suite E
Moncks Corner, SC 29461
(843) 899-2777

Keshia White
Berkeley County Public Defender

Megan S. Ehrlich
Charleston County Public Defender

Cameron Jane Blazer

- . bli . rleg .01
Cireuit Public Defender publicdefender@charlestoncounty.org

June 25, 2025

South Carolina Office of Appellate Defense
Attention: Ms. Paula Murdugh

PO Box 11589

Columbia, South Carolina 29211

Re:  State of South Carolina v. Thomas Carson Blakeney
Indictment: 2025GS1001378
Warrant: 2024A1010200889
Charge: Failure to Stop for Blue Lights

Dear Sit/Madam:

Enclosed is a duplicate set of the Appeal papers, which I have forwarded to the Clerk of the South
Carolina Court of Appeals concerning the above-subject defendant. This defendant was represented
by our office as an indigent, pursuant to the Defense of Indigents Act. It is request that your office
assume the Appeal of this case.

Court Reporting was completed through the South Carolina Digital Court Reporting Package. I have
enclosed documents usually requested by your office. If I can be of assistance by discussing this case
with you, please do not hesitate to call.

Sincerely,

Tl Y- ol
Taylbr . Currin Appointed Counsel for Thomas Carson Blakeney
Charleston County Public Defender’s Office
101 Meeting Street, Suite 500
Charleston, SC 29401

Enclosure(s): As stated above





THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY
Court of General Sessions

The Honorable Jennifer B. McCoy, Presiding Judge

INDICTMENT: 2025GS1001378
WARRANT: 2024A1010200889

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, RESPONDENT
VS.

THOMAS CARSON BLAKENEY, APPELLANT

NOTICE OF APPEAL

Thomas Carson Blakeney appeals his conviction and sentence in this case. The Defendant was
found guilty of Failure to Stop for Blue Lights. The Honorable Jennifer McCoy sentenced him to
five (5) years of incarceration on the charge of Failure to Stop for Blue Lights. The Defendant was
sentenced on June 10, 2025.

Tyt Y. Loy
Taylér H. Currin
Appointed Counsel for Thomas Carson Blakeney
Charleston County Public Defender’s Office
101 Meeting Street, Suite 500
Charleston, SC 29401

Other counsel of record is:

Andrew E. Hulshult, Assistant Solicitor
Office of the Solicitor, Ninth Judicial Circuit
O.T. Wallace County Office Building

101 Meeting Street, 4% Floor

Chatrleston, SC 29401

(843) 958-1900






THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY
Court of General Sessions

The Honorable Jennifer B. McCoy, Presiding Judge

INDICTMENT: 2025GS1001378
WARRANT: 2024A1010200889

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, RESPONDENT
VS.

THOMAS CARSON BLAKENEY, APPELLANT

PROOF OF SERVICE

I certify that I have served the Notice of Appeal on, Andrew Hulshult, Assistant Solicitor for
Charleston County, by hand delivering a copy of it to the Charleston County Solicitor’s Office at 101
Meeting Street, Charleston, South Carolina 29401, on June 25, 2025.

T2
Kaitlin Kuhn
Paralegal to Taylor H. Currin
Charleston County Public Defender
0. T. Wallace County Office Building
101 Meeting Street, 5* Floor
Charleston, SC 29401
(843) 958-1850

Dated: U I 2/5) 25





APPELLATE DEFENSE CHECKLIST

The documents forwarded with this letter have had a check mark placed by them. Documents not
applicable to this case have been marked N/A. Al other documents will be forwarded at a later date.
1. Copy of Appeal papers sent to S.C. Court of Appeals

2. Copy of Warrants and accompanying Affidavits

. Copy of Indictments

EEN NI

4, Copy of written Motions

=z
B
wn

. Copy of written Request to Charge
6. Copy of Defendant's Statement

. Copy of Written Exhibits introduced at trial

N3

8. Copy of Sentencing Sheet





STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON ) COURT OF APPEALS

} Indictment: 2025GS1001378

) Warrant: 2024A 1010200889

) Charge: Failure to Stop for Blue Lights

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

Vs, REQUEST FOR REPRESENTATION
ON APPEAL

THOMAS CARSON BLAKENIY,

Defendant

On behalf of the request of the above-named Defendant, to be represented by the South Carolina
Commission of Appellate Defense, the undersigned attorney would show unto this Honorable Count
that:

1. She is the attorney for the defendant-appellant in the above captioned case. The defendant-
appellant was placed in custody immediately following conviction and sentence and was not
available to personally sign this Request.

2. The defendant-appellant was represented by the Charleston County Public Defender's Office
as an indigent, pursuant to the Defense of Indigent Act.

3. The defendant-appellant has been informed that he may request assistance from the South
Carolina Commission of Appellate Defense in perfecting his appeal.

4. A timely Notice of Intention to Appeal has been filed on the defendant's-appellant behalf.

5. The defendant-appellant has been informed that nothing requires that office to pursue this
appeal unless that office's Chief Attorney is satisfied that there is arguable merit to this appeal
and that he cannot afford to hire an attorney.

At this time, the defendant-appellant requests the aid of the South Carolina Commission of

Appellate Defense in perfecting his appeal to the South Carolina Court of Appeals.

Taylér H. Currin
Assistant Public Defender
Charleston County Public Defender

Charleston, South Carolina

Dated: @/25/%’245






STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
) VERIFICATION
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON )
Personally appeared before me the above-signed attorney, who being first duly sworn,
deposes and says that she has read the foregoing Request for Representation on Appeal and knows

the allegations contained therein are true, except as to those which may be alleged to be upon

information and belief, and as to those she believes them to be true.

SWORN to and subscribed before me
this z5 day of JUne

NOTARY PUBLIC FOR SOUTH CAROLINA

My Commission Expires; 2[ 171202t
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NTATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
FOR TG NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUHT
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON
bacdictment Na.(s) 2025G51001378 <30
Warrant NoJs): 2024A 10102008899

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

YERDICT FORM
VS,

)
)
]
}
)
)
)
)
)
)
THOMAS CARSON BLAKENEY., )
)
)

. Defendant,

INTHE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

L. We, the jury in the above-captioned case, on the charge ol FATLURE TO STOP FOR
BLUE LIGHT, unanimously find {homas Carson Blakeney (foreperson shall check

onel
Nuot Guailly,

J4 Guilty,

b

We, the jury in the above-captioned case, on the charpe of UNLAWFUL CARRYING

OF A HANDGUN, unanimously lind Thomas Carson Blakeney (foreperson shall check

R
VI N

Nal Guilty,

Guilty,

FIREARM OR AMMUNITION BY A PERSON PROHIBITED BY LAW,
unanimoushy Tind Thomas Coarson Blakeney (foreperson shatl cheek ane);

Not Ciudlty,

Gy,

Feertify that this is the unanimous decision ol the jury.

Vo §
U .
Forepersom

June 10, 2025
Charleston, South Caroling

When vou have completed your deliberations, please nofify the bailiff.
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County of Charleston
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THE STATE
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Indictmend for

FAILURE TO STOP FOR A BEUELIGHT
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JULIE J. ARMSTRONG
CLERK OF COURT






SEATE OF SOUTITCAROLIKA

INDICTMENT
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON

At a Court of General Sessions, convened Maoch 20025, the Grrangd Jurors of Charlestan
Counly present upon theiv oath;

Failure To Stop For A Blue Lipght

That in Chardeston County, South Carolin on or gbout Febroary ), 2024, the Delendant.,
Thomas Cacson Blakeney . while dviving o motor vehicle on aroad, steeet. or highway of
the State did, in the absenee ol mitigabmg cireamstanees, knowingly dail b stop atter being

signaled o do o by o bnw enforcement vebiclo by means of Nashing hehi undfor o siron,

Carolima Code of Laws (1970) as amendad.

Apainst the peace and dignity of the Stare. and contrary to the statnte in such cose made and
provided.

ANDREW E. UESHULT
ASSIS TANT SOLICITOR
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
AFFIDAVIT
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON

CITY OF NORTH CHARLESTON OCAH 2024003794
SGT. L GARRISON

Personally appeared belfore me, s magistrate of this County, one BT B e g
. ooy
Wha, first being duly sworn, deposes and says that

THOMAS CARSON BLAKENEY

Did within this County and State on the 10" day of Febraary 2024, violaie the criminal laws of the State of
South Carolina In the following purticulars:

FAILURE TOSTOP FOR BLUE LIGHTS AND SIREN 2™ AND SUBSEQUENT
OFFENSE
VIOLATION OF SECTION 56-05-0750

The affiant states there is probable canse to believe that the defendant named above did commit the crime(s)
set forth, and that such probable eause is based on the following Iets:

That on February 10, 2024, at approximately 0£48 hours, while at Rivers Avenue and NAD
Ruad, THOMAS CARSON BLAKENEY, did commit the offense of FAILURE TO 5TOP FOR BLUE
LIGHTS AND SIREN 2% AND SUBSEQUENT OFFENSE. In violation of Section 56-05-0750 of the
South Caroling Code of Laws of 1976, as amended, in that 1he defendant did willfully and anlawfully and
feloniously il W stop for kaw enforcement when signaled with Blue Lights and Siren while having
previously been convicted of the same offense,

Facts to establish the aloresaid are that on February 10, 2024, at approximately 0148, St 1
Garrison conducted a traflic stop on a tan GMC Uovoy (SC Tag 7833000 that the Defendant was
observed driving. Sat. J. Garrison s familiar with the Delendant and knows that his license is suspended.
The Defendant failed 10 vield 1o blue lights and sirens and a vehicle pursusit ensued.  The Detendant
collided with ancther vehicle in the roadway ol Qlranto Road and Rivers Avenue where he continued to
ignore Otficer’s attempted to conduct a ratfic stop and continued to flee, The Defendant’s vehicle was
immobilized nsing tire deflation devices on 1-26 Fast Bound.  The pursuit eventually came 0 an end at
Rivers Avenue and Helm Avenue where the Defendant was taken into custody. The Defendant has a total
and three prior [ailure to stop for blue light and sirens convictions. Two dated on 07/12/2023 and one on
FIZ18/2019. Spt. J. Garrison and PFC. C. Schuessler are wilnesses (o prove the same. Al this dome
against the law, peace and dignity of the State of South Carolina,

sSworn (o and Subscribed before me e
This _ dayof e (AFFIANT)

P11t N '
( ?’ l}””\i /%Uzq Address: 2500 City Hall La.
ff// Pt N. Charteston, SC 29418
Signatdre of Judge Phone: 5534-5700







