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THE COURT: Is counsel ready to proceed?

MR. PEIL: The Plaintiff is ready, your Honor.

MR. TINSLEY: Yes, your Honor.

THE COURT: Alright. Ladies and gentlemen, we,re

to go ahead with the serection of our jury for our trial
week. This is the t,rial of Robert Jay Lagroon versus

stal Suggs and Scott Suggs. This case arises out of an

eged trespass that occurred on 'June 17th, approximately June

and 18th of 20L4 here in McCormick County. I've got a

of several questions I want to ask you as part of this
selection process, but before I do that, Ird like to allow

at,torneys to stand up, introduce themselves and their

ents at this time.

MR. PEIL: May f proceed?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. PEII: Good morning, my name is Jeffrey peil, I,m

h the law firm of Huggins, Peil and I represent the

ntiff, the Plaintiff, Dr. Lagroon here, he would stand,

s in a wheelchair, f'd just like to clarify it is completely

elated to the trespass of this, he's not remaining seated to

ult you.

THE COURT: Alright.

MR. TINSLEY: My nane is Jamison Tinsley, I practice

the law firm of finsley and finsley over in Greenwood wit,h

father Robert rinsley, he was the public defender out there

srt

P

he

at
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for many years, he's now retired, so Irm basically a soLo

pr itioner and f represent Scott Suggs who is a named

Def t in this case.

MS. MERRILL: Good morning, my name is Jane Merrill,
actice at a law firm in Greenwood, and I represent Crystal

s.

THE COURT: Alright. ladies and gentlemen, frve got

st of questions to ask you now. Can everyone still hear

(A few prospective jurors answer yes.)

THE COURT: A1right. So there are no wrong responses

his question, but, if you hear a guestion and it applies to

just stand up, tell me your juror number, f may have some

Ip

al

me?

to

you

fol

Is

cIo

Pla

ju

up questions to ask you once I hear from you. Alright.

member of this jury related by blood or marridg€, have a

personal, business, or social relationship to either the

iff, Mr. tagroon, or the Defendants Crystal Suggs and

Suggs? If so please stand. Okay. Sir, what is your

number?

.IUROR 195: 195.

THE COURT: 95. And do you know the Plaintiff or the

Def nts or both?

v

t

e

t

JUROR L95: Both.

THE COURT: Okay. The fact that you know both

Plaintiff and the Defendants, do you think that would
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ect your ability to be a fair and irnpartial juror?

JUROR 95: Yeah.

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you, you can have a seat.

BAILIFF: That was juror 195.

THE COURT: f,m sorry, 195?

BAILIFP: 195, y€s, sir.
THE COURT: Tbank you for clarifying that. Anyone

el ? Your number?

JUROR 73: 73 .

THE COURT: And do you know the plaintiff or the

De nts?

JUROR 73: Both.

THE COURT: The fact that you know both of them,

that affect your ability to be a fair and impartial
ju t?

af

fo

PI

JUROR 73: I don,t think it would.

THE COURT: Okay. Anyone etse? Alrighr. The

lowing is a list of potential witnesses in this case.

].

se pay attention. Becca Lagroon, Rebecca Lagroon, Scott

s, Kelly Sue Barnett, Scott Suggs, Crystal Suggs, Mr.

rt Jay Lagroon. Did I Leave any witnesses out?

MR. TINSLEY: None that I,m aware of, your Honor.

MR. PEII: Not that I,m aware of.

TllE COURT: Alright. Ladies and gentlemen, is any

r of this jury related by blood or marriage or have a
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personal, socialr or business relationship with any of

tential witnesses r just called out which r also included

iginal parties as well, but anyone, does this apply to

on that witness list? Do you know them, have a

(No response. )

THE COURT: Is any member of this jury panel who's

made a campaign contribution t,o Billy Garrett or

teered for his carnpaign for State Senate? ff so, please

J

tionship with them?

(No response. )

THE COURT: A1right. Is there any member of this

panel who's a past or present client, employee, business

iate, friend, or acquaintance of Defendants attorneys, R

Tinsley, BiIIy J. Garrett, Jr., or Jane Hawthorne

i11? If sor please stand.

(No response. )

THE COURT: Along the same lines, is any member of

jury panel a past, present cLient r ot employee or friend or

rey PeiI? If so, please stand.

(No response. )

THE COURT: Is there a member of t,his jury panel or

r immediate family who is a past or present employee of the

PIa iff, Robert Jay Lagroon?

bus ss associate or acquaintance of Plaintiff's lawyer, Mr.

Jef

the

ev

vol.
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(No response. )

THE COURT: fs anyone on this jury panel or your

reratives ever been a customer at Robert '.Tay Lagroon's store

als= known as l{.G.'s Store? ff so, please stand.

(No response. )

THE COURT: Does any member of this jury panel or any

of y-our relatives receive any dental trealment from Robert Jay

Lagroon?

(No response. )

THE COURT: Okay. Is any member of this jury panel

fam:Iiar with the real property located at 79L Highway 7,

McCcrmick, South Carolina?

(No response. )

THE COURT: Any member of this jury panel or your

relatives ever been involved in a civil lawsuit? ff so, please

stacd.

(No response. )

THE COURT: I think I' lI add clarification. Involved

as a Plaintiff or a Defendant in a civil ]awsuit? Yes, sir,
your juror number?

.IUROR L04z Sorry, f don't remember.

THE COURT: lilhat's your last name?

JUROR 104: Griffin.

THE COURT: Griffin.

CLERK: 104.
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THE COURTT I44?

CLERK: 104.

THE COURT: Alright. Juror number 104, you've been

lved in a civil Lawsuit before?

JUROR 104: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: As a Plaintiff or a Defendant?

J(IROR 104: As a plaintiff.

THE COURT: Alright. The fact that you served as a

ntiff or have been a Plaintiff in a previous case, do you

k that wourd affect your abirity to be a fair and impartial

x?

JUROR 104: No, sir.

THE COURT: Alright. You can have a seat. Anyone

in response to that question?

(No response. )

THE COURT: Is there any member of this jury panel

s ever been involved in a divorce action involving chitd

ody? If sor please stand. Okay. Your juror number?

.IUROR 2532 255, I think.

THE COURT: What's your last name?

JUROR 2532 SheLor.

THE COURT: Shelor?

JUROR 253: Sheenlor.

THE COURT: Okay. 253, L think. Cl.ose enough. The

that you've been involved in a divorce case involving

wh

cu
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ch

be

id custody, do you t,hink that would affect your ability to

lu

fair and impartial juror here today?

' JUROR 253: I do not.

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you. Is any member of this
panel a$rare of any bias or prejudice towards either the

ntiff or the Defendants in this case? If so, please stand.

(No response. )

THE COURT: Finally, does any member of this jury

I know of any reason whatsoever why he or she should not

P1

se as a juror in thls case with particular emphasis being

pl ed on your ability to be a fair and impartial juror to both

Plaintiff and the Defendants? If Sor please stand.

(No response. )

THE COURT: Finally, is there any member of this jury

I or your relatives that have participated in constructing

rt Jay Lagroon's house, outbuildings, or cell tower on his

th

pr rty? If sor please stand.

(No response. )

THE COUR?: Alright. Counsel, any other voire dire?

MR. PEIL: Nothing further from the Plaintiff, Your

r

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. TINSTEY: Nothing from the Defendant, Your

H
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rh

-d compile a list. Counsel, are y,all good with one

al te?

MR. PEIL: f think one alternate wouLd be sufficient
f two days.

MR. TINSLEy: I don't see why it wouldn, t be, your

THE COUR?: Okay.

MR. PEIL: Your Honor, tn?y we approach about one

before we do the drawing?

THE COURT: Sure.

(Off the record. )

THE COURT: Alright. Ladies and gentlemen, we,ve

led a list of potential jurors. The attorneys wilL nor,,

the opportunity to look over that list for a few minutes

e $re have to actually select them. So yrall take a few

lu

tes and we'II get started from there, okay? And if the

rs could just remain seated, I appreciate your patience,

we'I1 get this selection done soon.

(Off the record. )

THE COURT: You've both had a chance to revies, the

r list. l{e' J.l have four strikes per party, Plaintif f will

irst and when you call your strike out, please use the

r on the far left of the page. Alright.

CLERK: As f call tor yout strikes, if you will,

c

ha

b

j

go
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okay? 9le'll start trith Plaintiff , your first
ke?

MR. PEIL: Numbex 2.

CLERK: Defense?

MR. TINSLEY: Number 11.

CLERK: Plaintiff?

MR. PEfL: Number 17.

CLERK: Defense?

MR. TINSLEY: Number 15.

CI,ERK: PIAintif f ?

MR. PEIL: Number 14.

CLERK: Defense?

MR. TINSLEY: Number 18.

CLERK: Plai.ntif f ?

MR. PEIL: One moment. I'm sorry.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. PEIL: f have several backups but we're striking

of the same people.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. PEIL: Number 9, please.

CLERK: And Defense?

MR. TINSLEY: Number 16.

CLERK: Okay. Plaintiff, if I may verify your

kes. Nurnber 2, number 9, nurnber 14, and numbet ).7?

MR. PEIL: Yes, ma'am.
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Dallas Oskey, David Lawrence, James Hardy ---

L3

CLERK: Defense, verify your strikes. Nurnber 11,

r 15, L6, Lg.

MR. TINSLEY: Correct.

CLERK: Okay.

THE COURT: One alternate.

CLERK: And for your alternates, plaintiff,

MR. PEfl: Number 3.

CLERK: And Defense?

MR. TINSLEY: Number L.

De ense number L?

ju selection?

MR. PEIL: Let me double check ---

n

aI

1e

strike?

CLERK: Plaintiff verified number 115, nurnber 3. And

MR. TINSLEY: Correct.

MR. PEft: That's correct.

THE COURT: Alright. Before we call, oDy issues with

THE COURT: Alright.

up here, how about that?

up.

We'll wait until we get them

You can go ahead and have them

CLERK: Okay. As I call your name, if you will bring

r belongings and if you will go to the jury box here on my

t and your right. Okay. Evangeline Bishop, Dinah Fox,

ard Van Rengen, Bradford Andrew, Mark Koeppen, Craig

vilje, Curtis Richardson, I'filliam Simons, fff, Sharon



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

L0

11

I2

13

L4

15

L6

L7

L8

19

20

2L

22

23

24

25

t4

BAILIFF: You said David Lawrence?

CLERK: Yes, sir. And James Hardy. Alternate,

9{il,1iam ,James.

THE COURT: Alright. Counsel, any issue with

seiection?

MR. PEIL: None from the pLaintiff, your

Honor.

MS. MERRILL: None from the Defense.

THE COURT: Alright. Ladies and gentlemen, you have

been chosen as a jury in Ehls case. First thing ilm actuarry

going to have you do is go back to the jury room and just

refresh yourselves and choose a foreperson. y'all elect

sornebody to be the foreman or forelady for this jury. Give a

note to the bailiff, let me know when you,ve done that, and

r' 11 get you right back in here for further instruction. you

shouldn't, prease don't discuss the caser lou havenrt heard any

evidence in the case, please don't, discuss the parties involved

or anyone, but just go on back and discuss who can be the

foreman or forelady for this jury and give me a note, let me

knc',r who you've selected, and frIl get you back in here,

okay? So please don't discuss the case, but head on back to

the jury room at this time. Thank you.

(Jurors exiting Courtroom. )

THE COURT: Alright. Anything before I Let the

balance go?

@
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MR. PEIL: No.

THE COURT: Alright. Madame clerk, this is the only

er $re have this week, so I think lrm just going to let them

CLERK: Sounds good. If they need a work statement,

're downstairs.

THE COURT: Okay. ladies and gentlemen. so you erere

selected for this jury trial this week. If you do need a

excuse, there's someone downstairs who can help you with

, but $re appreciate your patience this morning, I

iate you volunteer, weII, not volunteer, I appreciate you

ing up to perform your civic duty. And thank you again,

I are free to go at this time.

(Non-jurors exiting Courtroom. )

TllE COURT: Mr. Tinsley, Ms. Merrill, Mt. PeiI has

a motion to sequester witnesses which is fine. Do y'aIl

to have the same sequester for any of their witnesses?

MR. TINSTEY: Sure. I think everybody needs to be

out of the same spoon, so ---

THE COURT: Fair enough. So we will sequester

sses. I don't know who the witnesses are, so f need the

rs to help ne with communicating to the witnesses that

can wait outside for now.

MR. PEIL: Okay. Absolutely.

THE COURT: Okay.

y'a

w1.s

fed

hrr

1a

t
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MR. PEIL: So I think it' s just our witnesses at this

time.

THE COURT: Alright. That,s fine. If y,all are

witresses, if y'all can just wait outside and someone, we,re

not going to start testimony until after lunch. Alright. So

whi;e we are waiting on the jury to pick the foreperson, I
wouid like Ehe aEtorneys to at least talk abouE exhibits.

There may be exhibits that y'a1l can stipulate to, f mean,

pictures, f don't know if there's pictures of damage to

pro!:erty here that, y'aII can agree to, or anything of that

matter, anyEhing that wiII help us move a litt.le bit more

eff:ciently this afternoon. If there is some exhibit and you

anticipate a contentious evidentiary debate on, f'd appreciate

a heads up just so f can maybe be a little ahead of the curve

wher that happens.

MR. PEIt: So I anticipate there are some exhibits

that will be objected to.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. PEIL: Mr. Tinsley and f and Ms. Merrill. had some

discussions about that.

THE COURT: 91e11, tny first question would be is what

do they have to do with the issue of trespass?

MR. PEIL: Absolutely, I understand. I{ou}d you like

us to go ---
THE COURT: Sure.
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MR. PEIL: --- through t,he exhibits one by one, your

obj

THE COURT: Wellr lou could just tell me what some of

anticipat,ed disputes are.

MR. PEIL: So exhibit t, I don,t know if there,s an

ction, Dr. Lagroon delivered a trespass notice.

MR. TfNSIEY: Our position, f nean, if he testifies
he did t,his, then that's, I guess that,s fine, it,11

ly get him over the hurdle to get it into evidence, but

not concede that it was ever served on either one of our

ts by Dr. Lagroon or anybody else.

THE COURT: So it's a copy of a signed letter, is

right?

MR. TINSLEY: Unsigned.

MR. PEIL: Unsigned.

THE COURT: Unsigned. So it's a copy of a letter

t your client asserts that he sent, which I assume he can

au nticate in his direct testi-mony, so ---
MR. PEIL: Sure.

2

t7

THE COURT: I think that's fine, but it's subject

s and whatever else you lrant to add to it.

MR. PEIL: Number 2 is one that will not be sought to

tted into evidence because it's responses to

trogatories, but f have them as a labeled exhibit in case I

to refresh the memory of any wj-tness.

t

t
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THE COURT: Okay. So your discovery responses,

t at's fine.

MR. PEIL: Okay. And that,s straightforward.

THE couRT: For refreshing recollections, certainry.
MR- PErL: Number 3 is the Grs aerial picture of the

rty in question t,hat denotes the boundaries of Dr.

's property.

MR. TINSLEY: No objection.

THE COURT: Alright,.

MR. PErL: Number 4 is a document for impeachment

ses' it's a termination letter that Ms. crystal suggs

eived from Piedmont Co1lege.

THE couRT: A termination letter Ms. suggs received -

MR. PEIL: From piedmont rechnicar colrege, y€s, sir.
THE COURT: Oh, for impeachmentr so not

MR. PEIL: por impeachment purposes, yes, sir.
THE COURT: Okay. I mean, you can, t agree to it

ause you don't have any impeachabLe testimony yet, but

MR. PEIL: That,s right, that,s right. Number 5 are

awards that Becca Lagroon received.

THE COURT: And she is what?

MR. PEIL: She is Dr. Lagroon,s daughter

THE COUR?: Daughter.
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MR. PEIL: --- one of the kids that was abducted,

ye sir.
MR. TINSTEY: f don't see what it has to do with

pass.

THE COURT: Yeah. Again, how are you going to

the dots with that and trespass?

MR. PEft: f nean, again, Your Honor, itrs our

tion they were on the property and itrs her testimony they

there to abduct these children.

THE COURT: Her testimony?

MR. PEIL: Her testimony, she was there, I was t,here

ick up these kids and bring them off the property.

MR. TINSLEY: And it goes back, he's using this

abduct, f don't think she ever used that in her

sition.

MR. PEII: No, l, l, she certainly didn't, I mean, I

t think anybody would testify, y€S, I committed a

but

?HE COURT: She came to pick up a child, I guess if
s a minor, right?

MR. PEIL: Yeah. She came to pick up two minor

she and her husband came

THE COURT: Abduction implies criminal intent in my

ion, f nean, abduction, kidnap, it just rings of general

ion, not common pleas. And it's my understanding there was

to

opi
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or

20

r any criminar outcome or charges filed regarding abduction

or kidnapping, is that accurate?

ha

MR. TINSLEY: That,s accurate, your Honor.

MR. PEII: Yeah. I,m not aware of any, no.

THE COURT: Okay. t{e11, if the testimony, again, I

'E read the deposition, but if the testimony was that a

or witness here carne to your clientrs property for the

se of picking up or getting a minor, that,s one thing, but

v

j

a

lu

ion just, that's, that would be like them trying to use

word liguor store again and again ---
MR. PEIL: I understand.

THE COURT: --- r.re just got to be careful, let,s not

ln ect things that

MR. PEIL: What I will sey, your Honor, is it is my

to prejudice this jury, not to unfairly prejudice this

, okay? I mean, my sole goal here is to get them to render

rdict for my client

THE COURT: t{ell

MR. PEIL: --- and ---
THE COURT: Well, wait a minute norrr, they are charged

by me

MR. PEII: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: --- to not have sympathy, passion,

judice be
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THE couRT: --- a reason that they grant a decision.

all evidence, prejudicial, f get that, but it can,t be

y prejudicial. But they're supposed to be in a mindset to
we try to el,iminate prejudice. So ---

MR. PEIt: I get that.

THE COURT: if you want to convince them that

did it with malice, that's oDe thing, but therers a fine
that you're going to have to walk here.

MR. PEIL: I mean, I, frm trying ---
THE COURT: I want you to try your case, but I donrt

t to try cases that never happened.

MR. PEIL: I,m try5.ng to find a word that fits this
t doesn't seem to offend the notions, r mean, they came onto

property wit,hout the permission of the custodial parent and

k two minor children against their will. And so ---
THE COURT: That sounds better than abduct.

MR. PEIL: Okay. I mean

IHE COURT: Now, I don't know if the chitdren are

to testify to it or if theyrre even witnesses, I donrt

' but r mean, just using key words that are part and parcel

--he criminal code or, that's just not something you need ---
MR. PEIL: So to clarify ---
THE couRT: we don't want to confuse the jury because

guestion they're going to ask is oh, who got arrested for
t or who went to jail for that
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MR. PEIL: I understand.

THE COURT: --- the ans$rer is no one, but they donrt

to be thinking about that.

MR. PEIL: f understand.

THE COURT: Again, I recognize y,all know the facts

the history bet,ter than I do, but t,hat,, s just how I see it
s far.

MR. PEIL: f mean, it's one of those things, f mean,

to argue malice, willfulness, recklessness

THE COURT: lilell, coming onto someone,s property in

without perrnission or if t,hey were told not to come on

operty, that sort of speaks for itself. I don't, I mean,

malice, abduction, and kidnapping is a little too much.

I

a

rh ry

rh Pr

So anlruay, let's just see where direct testimony takes you.

MR. PEIL: Okay. I understand completely. Exhibit 5

7 are the videos from the property.

THE COURT: Videos of what?

MR. PEII: Surveillance videos of the property, of

trespasses occurring.

THE COURT: Oh, so you've got video of it
ng?

MR. PEIL: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. TfNSLEY: Judge, this picture of this video says

ing of Daniel and Becca Lagroon, .Iune 19th, 2014. I
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don t want the jury ever seeing a disc that uses the word

for the reasons we just talked about.

THE COURT: You mean like it's part of the video?

MR. PEIL: No, it' s printed on the disc, yeah. I

, this is what I'm saying, this has been our case theory, I

, they came and kidnapped these kids. So it's, I

stand part of being a trial attorney is you have to shift

s, but I mean, that,'s what this case is. f mean, f can

a sharpie to the word kidnapping, f'm sure the disc will

I play.

THE COURT: Okay. I mean, again, f don't know want,

implication that there's some criminal act when it's been

ISr right?

MR. PEIL: If the evidence shows that a criminal act

rred, that two adults without permission took these kids, I

, I think I should be able to use that criminal term. I

k the testimony will show ---

THE COURT: f think you can use the facts. They,

's the video that shows people coming to another person's

ty and removing children, okay? But f don't think you

to fill in the legal conclusion of kidnapping ---
MR. PEIL: Okay.

THE COURT: --- because that's a charge that carries

tence, and we're here to talk about trespassing.

MR. PEIL: Yes, sir. I will, f'Ll try ---
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THE COURT:

MR. PEIL:

f'm giving you all the leeway I can.

to be creative with my langudg€, yes,

the file name can be changed to not say kidnapping, I think

tha would also be appropriate.

MR. PEIL: I'1I take a look.

sl-r

ass

a1s

Tha

the

avo

ki

he'

THE COURT: Okay.

MS. MERRITL: And Your Honor, on that one, I'm

ing it's the same video, I think the file name is actually

kidnapping of Daniel and Becca lagroon. So if. before

ing gets played where the jury night see the file name, if

THE COURT: Yeah, take a look at what it says.

's something y'all can do during lunch. Let's move on to

next exhibit.

MR. PEIL: Okay.

THE COURT: Buy yeah, to be correct, I would like to

d the using of the word kidnapping and showing of the words

MR. PEIL: Absolutely. Exhibit I is the Family Court

r that was in place at the time this occurred, it's a final

r of the Court. This is, I mean, f have a certified copy,

't plan on admitting it into evidence, it's for

hment purposes. Part of Dr. tagroon's testimony is that

going to testify, y€s, f had full custody of my chil.dren

hat time as awarded by the Family Court.

ref
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THE COURT: Okay. Is that in dispute?

MR. TINSLEY: The issue is my party, my client and

Suggs, they weren't parties to this order, this Farnily

case. Who knows what they knew about it, and I think

getting away from trespass

THE COURT: WelI, I ---
MR. TfNSIEY: --- providing Farnily Court orders.

THE COURT: lle can certainly testify that he had full

ody of the kids

MR. PEIL: Absolutely.

fHE COURT: But again, I keep, you know, his ex-wife

a party to the case, it's not like, for analogy

ses, it's not the ex-wife went in and took the kids in

ation of a Fanily Court order.

MR. PEIL: f'm sorry, they ---
THE COURT: f'm just saying it would be a little

erent if

MR. PEII: The ex-wife had done this?

THE COURT: YCah.

MR. PEIL: I mean, I understand. So exhibits 9

12 will not be admitted, they are there, f mean,

're orders of Family Court, but I mean, those are just for

eshment purposes in case, I mean, this happened L0 years

and so f knop phat they say, my client, you know ---

THE COURT: Okay.
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MR. PEIL: --- if he forgets, I'd like to be able to

resh his memory.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. PEIL: But f mean, Irm not going to go into
ail about any of the prior or subsequent Family Court, I

on asking my cIient,, you know, you were awarded fult
ody of your children, and they were residing with you on

property on June l.6th, 17th, and 18th, correct. I mean ---
THE COURT: Okay.

MR. PEIL: --- I think that, s, that'lI be sufficient.

THE COURT: Alright.

MR. PErt: Exhibit 13 is a statement that was written

by Daniel Lagroon. rt was my initial intention to subpoena

l.t1 I

but then r discovered he was a resident of Georgia, so 13

not be admitted. L4 through 1.8 refreshment exhibits,

n, not to be admitted, I mean, they, re certified copies of

va ious proceedings that occurred in the Courts.

THE COURT: Certified copies

MR. PEIL: Certified copies of various orders that

e rendered by the Family Court, the U.S. District Court,

ything that

re

af

vre

THE COURT: U.S. District Court?

MR. TINSLEY: Judge, long after, Iater that year

this incjdent, he met some, sorne guy who wound up going
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that's related to a trespass, particularly considering that

ly court issued an order putting these kids into foster

e within days of that. I just don,t know how a trespass

s him to that being reLevant evidence in this case.

MR. PEIL: Perhaps I misspoke, I said I'm not

tting these exhibits.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. TINSLEY: But f guess my ---
THE COURT: Well, what good is the testimony have to

of a u.S. District court order that doesn't have to do with

intrusion onto your client's property?

MR. PEIL: I mean, I,m making a strategic decision,

my plan initially when I called this case, my client is

ivated because of what happened. Just for the Court, s

ledge, after his children were kidnapped, they vrere brought

put in the care of t,heir mother and their mother aLrowed a

I predator who is HIV positive to interact with the son

the son contracted an irrness and that man was sentenced in

District Court for child molestation. Dr. Lagroon is

:Iy upset about this particular trespass. I understand from

Court's conversations yesterday and today that you want me

confine it to trespass, so this is my initial exhibit list,
I am saying I'm not admitting these exhibit,s.

THE COUR?.' To be clear, f 'm not confining,

confining the testimony to the causes of action

ca
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are present for t,he Court to deal with.

MR. PEIL: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: f mean, if f had a cause of action, and

, f know this case has a long history and I think some

ers were dismissed and there were some appeals that went

but as I understand it, the only thing left for us to

ss is trespass.

MR. PETL:

THE COURT:

sation for the

MR. PEIL:

THE COURT:

MR. PEIL:

T}IE COURT:

MR. PEIL:

Trespass, ycs, sir.

Your client is seeking relief and

torte of Erespass?

Yes, sir.

And that's it?

Yes, sir. That's all, yep.

Yes, sir?

Exhibit L9 is just a copy of the amended

ca

st

laint, the operative pleading in this case. I think that's

ulated to.

THE COURT: $leII, not for evidence, is it?

MR. TINSLEY: The issue there is, it's got these

s of action that have been dismissed in there, so that

't be appropriate to go in front of a jury.

TllE COURT: WelI, again, amended complaint, I mean,

the

MR. PEIL.' Every case I've ever tried, the pleadings

ck with the jury, perhaps that is not the case. But you
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here's the complaint, here's the answer, these are

Cence.

THE COURT: No, T, don,t get me $rrong, f think you

testify to $rhat his complaint, well, again, f don't have

amended complaint in front of me, but I mean, what you, re

=ging is of course part of the testimony, but sending back a

I

l

I document like a cornplaint or aD answer that probably

or harms the jury's abiLity to understand the primary

al 48 different defenses, f don,t know if that helps the

ls in the case, so we'II cross that bridge when we get to

But tlpically, DO, I don't see the gurnmons

MR. PEII: Okay.

THE COURT: --- and complaint and the ans$rers going

into the jury room.

MR. PEIL: Okay. Yes, sir. Nurnber 20 is the

ena to Becca Lagroon just in case we ran into an issue of

ir.

ing her.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. PEIL: You know, if we need to send a sheriff,
s here ---

THE COURT: Well, that would be more of a Court

bit, not an individual

MR. PEIL: Yeah, exactly. But, you know, given the

line, I btought it and marked jtr so I, d have the

THE COURT: Fair enough.
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MR. PEIL: And then exhibits Zt through 26, I
cipate these being content j.ous.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. PEIL: These are his bills for legal services for
of cleaning up this whore mess. And r say cleaning up

mess, nothing to do with the physical property, everything

L

s

e

c

fo

to

ch

do with the kids.

MR. rrNsLEy: And my client nor Ms. suggs vrere party

any of these litigation costs that he incurred in these

ibits, so this is not a proper forum to try to recoup those

ts on a trespass lawsuit.

THE couRT: $te11' r don't think, does trespass allow

attorney's fees?

MR. TINSLEY: I don,t think it does.

THE couRT: r don't believe it does either. so those

medicar or litigation cost,s, sort of remediar costs for the

ld, is that

MR. PEII: Yes, sir, yes.

THE couRT: okay. r think if, if this $rere another

te claim, probably more ---
MR. PEfL: yes, sir.
THE COURT: --- applicable, but not likely

licable on a torte of trespassr sor but if you need to

ffer jt at some point, just let me know and we can let you

that.

ct
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MR. PEIL: We will do that. So as I,m hearing then,

wet got a stipulation on one exhibit, plaintiff, s Exhibit 3,

aerial photograph ---
THE COURT: Well, f don't know if they stipulated to

letter, but I mean, the letter can come in assuming he

p ides foundational testimony, the GIS images. I felt tike

was more that y'all hrere okay with, rnaybe f rm wrong. I
like you to take a look at the video, both of you,

lly al.l of you during the lunch hour to see if we could

this, I mean, if it, you know, I imagine if it just says

act

pl

v'

mea

up

an

to

ki ing across the back of the screen the entire tj.me,

's kind of tough to deaL with, but y'al1 let me know what

1 can do with it. glhat about y'a11? Exhibits?

MR. TINSLEY: f don't think we, f don't think f have

except for maybe potentially if an impeachment issue rrere

THE COURT: WeII, yeah.

MR. TINSLEY: And ---

THE COURT: Not to get ahead of everything, but I

, you'll have the opportunity to put up your case, too, so

ha

k might be an issue

MR. TINSLEY: Potential]y, seeing how it Iooks, we do

a ptzotograph of Ms. Suggs' car, but f think, that she was

ing at the time, would potentially be an exhibit.

if intend to put anything up in your case in chief that you

rh
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MR. PEIL: Okay.

THE COURT: Alright. Okay. We1l, f guess that just

t covers it. You know, for openings, frve got like a

-minute opening charge f have to read to them after we

r them, then I'11 turn it over to you for opening

--ements, and we'Il just push through. It, s noon, do they

have a bailiff yeB? f nean, not bailiff, a foreman?

BAILIFP: A foreman, y€s, sir.

THE COURT: Oh, alright. 9{ho is that?

BAILIFF: They didn't tell me, and I didn, t ask. you

t me to find out?

THE COURT: Yes, we'11 find out together.

BAILIFF: You trant me to bring them back in?

THE COUR?: Just bring them all back in, f'11 tell
$re're going to lunch and come back in an hour.

BAILIFF: Okay.

THE COURT: Honestly, if y'all want me to let them go

too.f there, I'm fine doing that,

MS. MERRILL: That's fine, Your Honor.

THE COURT: I typically do that. Here, f,lL go out.

(.Iudge exiting the Courtroom, entering the jury room.)

THE COURT: Alright. Our foreman is Mr. Schavilje.

CTERK: Juror 24L.

fHE COURT; So f told them to come back in one hour,

no

w
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l{e

Ye

l1 get the jury in here and we,ll just start the t,rial.
, ma'am?

MS. MERRILT: f just want to add one thing on the

rd just for efficiency, s sake . !, m not going to repeat all
arguments, but if we can, just for the record, if there, s

objection to an exhibit, I will essentially be joining in,
just to save time, f'm not going to repeat it.

THE COURT: How about this, just for the trial,

'11 adopt Mr. ?insley's objections unless you stand up ---
MS. NIERRILL: And say otherwise.

THE COURT: That'd be fine, I understand.

MR. TINSLEY: And vice versa, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. And I did tell them to avoid y,all
appreciate y'a1l avoiding them. So please donrt, really to

parties, the litigants, Plaintiff and Defense, please don, t
cuss the case or carry on any conversatj-ons with the jurors,

y? You don't have to be rude, just steer clear. Anything

3 for the record for now?

MR. PEIL: Nothing, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Alright. We'll be in recess for an hour.

(Off the record. )

THE COURT: Alright. I believe the jury's all back.

updates from when we recessed an hour ago?

MR. PEIL: None from the Plaintiff. f just remind

Court about sequestration; f see the witnesses are back ---
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IHE COURT: Alright. Are they the ones we had

bef re?

MR. PEILz T' m sorry, f didn't hear you.

THE COURT: Are they the ones who were in here before

MR. PEIL: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. And basically, the sheriff wil.l.

to go get the witness whenever they're ready to testify.

MR. TINSLEY: Judger we looked at the video and

ything, I think it's fine wiEh that now. Ms. MerriII

ght up, brought to my attent,ion t,hat it, I guess, I don't

if it's going t,o be the first witness, but one of the

tiff's early witnesses is a process server and f'm not

su the relevance. We're not challenging service in this

, so maybe f'm mi.ssing something, I just wanted to go ahead

bring that up before we got going.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. PEIL: $[e identified the witnesses, Your Honor,

cas

and

1n s case, the Defendants didn't take any depositions, so --

THE COURT: There grere no depositions taken?

MR. PEII: I deposed the Defendants, but they didn't

se anyone on our witness list.

?llE COUR?: Okay. So f ,nean, the bottom Lj.ne, Ehe

ess server, is that?

br
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MR. PEIL: There was an out of Court statement, a

party admission that was made to the process server by Ms.

Crystal Suggs.

THE COUR?: Okay. Alright. So I just need to bring

the jury in, give them the introductory charge and have them

sworn, opening statements, sunmary of what y, all intend to show

regarding the claims before the jury and the Court and we,11

move on with the next witness. Anything else before we bring

ther. in?

MR. PEIL: Nothing from the Plaintiff, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Alright. Anything from the Defense?

MR. TINSLEY: Nothing e1se, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Alright. Let's brlng them in, please.

(Jury entering Courtroom. )

BAILIFF: Judge, where do you want the foreman, on

this end or that end? I'm sorry. Right, here will be good?

THE COURT: We'11 just put him there since he's

there.

BAILIFF: Okay. And the alternates sit here.

THE COURT: Alright. Alright. Mr. Foreman, ladies

and Eentlemen of the jury, wel,come back. Please be seated, I'm

sorry. I hope y'al1 had a nice lunch. l{e're ready to begin

the trial of Robert Jay Lagroon versus Crystal Suggs and Scott

Suggs. I've got some opening remarks I want to give to you,
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bu before r do t,hat, r'rr ask the clerk of court to swear you

at this time.

3

CLERK: ff you would, please stand and raise your

t hand. You shall wirl and truly try in true deliverance

between the issues joined in this case, case number 2ol7-

5-45, Robert Jay Lagroon, plaintiff, against, Crystal and

t suggs, Defendants, a true verdict rendered according to

law and the evidencer so help you God? please indicate by

ng f will.

.IURORS: I will.

CTERK: Was there anyone that could not say that

?

(No response. )

CLERK: Thank you, you may be seated.

THE COURT: Alright. Ladies and gentlemen, before we

n this trial, I want to teII you this trial will be

erent from what you might expect, may be different. Many

le do not have the chance to attend actuar court session as

are doing now and may think from watching television or

es or reading books that trials are always full of high

dr , intense action, and riveting circumstances. glhile all
things may be true at times, this trial is not fort

en rtainment. This courtroom is a place of honor dedicated to

rh protection and preservation of citizens' rights through

many have called the greatest justice system ever created.

s
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pa

attorneys appearing before you are advocates for the

ies they represent, but first and foremost, they are

of :cers of the Court s$rorn to uphold the integrity and

fa ess of our judicial system. You should expect them to be

fessional, competent, and ethical in the representation of

t :.r crients' interests. Remember t,hat you too have taken an

to try this case to try and reach a fair and impartial

t and you are also expected to be professional,

onable, and ethical. Thank you for accepting this

rtant responsibility. Now, let me tell you how this trial
w1 proceed. The first thing that will occur is that the

at rney for the Plaintiff, the Plaintiff is the person who's

br ht this action or suit, his attorney will make an opening

st ement which will be followed by a similar statement by the

rneys for the Defendants. These opening statements are not

ts, those arguments will come at the conclusion of t,he

The purpose of the opening statement is for each party

utline his or her claims and the evidence which they intend

resent in support of these claims. Following the opening

nts, each side will present its evidence with the

P] tiff once again going first. Evidence may take many

fo , it may be testimony, documents, models, photographs or

rh like. You should pay close attention to aLl the evidence

is presented by each patty. You the jury are the sole

oa

ve

re

at

ca

to

to

s

37



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

L2

13

L4

15

16

t7

18

19

24

20

21"

22

23

25

i

w

s

i

cl

38

tted to weigh the evidence and render a verdict based upon

After all the evidence has been presented, the attorneys

I make their crosing arguments. unlike their opening

tements, their final arguments will. be true arguments, that
each side will emphasize certain portions of the evidence

try to persuade you to agree with their version of the

ts. Keep in mind that opening statements as werl as closing

ts of the attorneys do not represent evidence in t,his

e. Give the attorneys your undivided attention, but keep in
thaE what they say is not evidence. After the arguments

finished, r' 11 explain to you the law which appries to this
and you wilr then retire to the jury room, consider the

s and Law and once you've done so, you,ll return a verdict

mean by the greater weight can be irrustrated by imagining a

citionar set of scales. t{hen the case begins, the scares

even. After aLl the evidence has been presented, if the

les should remain evenly balanced or if they tip even

ghtry in favor of the Defendant, then the praintiff wourd

faired to meet his burden of proof, and your verdict will
for the Defendant. rf on the other hand, the scal.es should

even slightly in favor of the plaintiff, then he wilL have

a

ca

fa

ca

$te

a

IN favor of one side or the other. During the course of the

tr , the Plaintiff has the burden of proving his claims; the

PI intiff must meet this burden by proving his claim by the

g ter weight or preponderance of the evidence. Now, what do

fa
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tr
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P1

his burden of proof, and your verdict wourd be for the

intiff . Now, although ilm the only person who can tetr you

t the law is, you are the only ones who can determine what

facts are. r do not have the right to indicate how r may

r about the evidence presented, and throughout this trial,
intention wirl be to act impartially toward each party.

, second, fron time to Eirne an attorney will object to some

of testimony or evidence which the other side is seeking to

sent. As in sports, business, or any other structured

ivity, there are certai.n rules that both sides must obey in

senting evidence, these rures have a definite purpose. They

a time-tested system and it's extremely important for each

you to listen carefully to all the evidence presented. I

bi

p

a

p

my

N

a

t

rh

fe

en ure that the information you receive is the most trustworthy

reliable evidence available. An objection is the procedure

t is used for an attorney to calL a possible vioration of

rures to my attention as the Judge of this court and for
th s reason, you should not hold an attorney's objection

ag inst his or her client. Nor should you conclude from my

ing on the objection that r favor one side or the other.

11y, f'd ask you to pay close attention to all. of the

ev nce presented to you. It is you, the jury who wiII
ermine the facts in this case, and as a resultr lou will

to evaruate the credibility which means believabirity of

witness who testifies in this case. you're participating

tn
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't see anyone with any not,e pads, but if you happen to have

, please don't take any notes during the trial. f want you

remain focused solely on the witness stand right here in
t of me so you can hear the evidence and testimony as i.t, s

ng presented to you throughout the course of the trial. rf
ne needs a break during testimony, raise your hand, get my

ention if r don't make eye contact with you. !{e understand

imes you may need to take a break, and wer ll certainly
cmmodate that request if we get one. So at this time,

ase give your complete and undivided attention to the

f,rneys as they make opening statements to you at this time.

Peil?

pl

at

P1 inti

L on

tr L,

ir

al

Mr

e

Bu

cI

7

MR. PEIL: Thank you, Your Honor. Good afternoon,

dy. tly name's Jeffrey Peil, f,n the attorney for the

ff in this case, I introduced him earlier, Robert Jay

. This case is not going to be like the O.J. Simpson

it's not going to take 11 months, hopefully, we,ll have

done in a few hours, we're going to be mindful of your time.

this case is a relatively straightforward case that

cerns an outrageous trespass that $ras committed over a

iod of two nights, on .Tune 17th and June L8th of 2014. My

ent, Dr. Robert Jay Lagroon, has rived in Mccormick county

his rife. A woman named Eloise correy, part of his family,

ced hin sone acreage in Mccormick county right off Highway

The parties have discussed this, I'm going to show you
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mi

e try where the property is. so this is the property owned

by Dr- Robert Jay Lagroon right off Highway z t ot on Highway 7,

ver you want to describe it. And there,s a few interesting

p

rh ngs in the testimony you're going to hear about the

rty. Dr. Lagroon has lived here his whole life, he got it
1n 1985, but he grew up in this area. Back in the d.y, the

ty came through it and cut the property right down the

1e with this Highway 7, but hers grown up in and around

th s area. On the property he's got his whole life, he owns a

ric storage facility Ehat he rents out t,o peopre down here

t4ccormick. He has his home and dental practice right here.

has a machine shed and machine shop here where he does some

k. And it's no longer pictured here, but there used to be a

antic ceLL tower providing cell phone service to the area

ht there on his property. Now, long before this case ever

pened, Dr. Lagroon and his then wife went through a bit of a

ty divorce, things got a, it was tough, and that divorce is

relevant, ytet re here about a trespass. But what is

in

He

gi

ant from that is in that divorce, Dr. Lagroon was awardedre

fu

ch

we

1 when this trespass occurred back in 2014. For whatever

- custody of his two minor chiLdren. So his two minor

ldren, Becca and Daniel lived with him at that time. They

3 13 and 15. When I say at that time, on June 1?th and June

ont the kids and dad raaybe didn't see eye to eye and the

wo

r1
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Ives to intervene. And roughly at 1L:00 at night on June

L7t , after likely consuming alcohol, they hopped in their
whi e Escalade, they drove onto the Lagroons, property, there, s

ag te located right here along this dirt road, crashed into

gate, drove up the dirt road, pulled in around the machinet

s

You

we

The

not

chi

Dr.

hi

al

and loaded up the children's belongings on June l?th.

11 see everything when you bear the Eestimony about it.

on June 18th they returned, and we're not, frankly, rre're

really quite clear of what all occurred on June 18th. But

know that they left in the vehicle wiEh the two minor

ren. And that's really the case in a nutshell. It's a

Lagroon's property at least on those days, on June 17th and

L8th, that no trespass occurred, and they were never on

property. Now, Dr. Lagroon had some damages as I

ioned, a gate was taken down, there were tire t,racks all

his property in the grass, they drove on the grass, and

they basically just messed it up. Now, I will s6y, this

is a civil case, I believe the Judge instructed you on

. We're not here asking for criminal sanctions, but I will

sa at the concl,usion of the evidence, $re are going to be

t pass case, what we are here today as the Plaintiff is to

pro that the Defendants trespassed on this property. Until

t
pe

yr the Defendants did not consistently in their testimony,

ps they will again today, that they have stepped foot onto

t
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go

t of money, but basically two things that our judice

sy tem can do, it can put someone in jail or it can assess some

so of civil amount where if you the jury find someone to be

1i ble, you can put a dolLar value on the loss. So f'm not

ng to make any ifs, ands, or buts about it, at the end of

s trial ilm going to come back up here and r am going to be

ing y'all to award money because the Defendants in this case

tted the torte of trespass and that's it.
THE COURT: Mr. Tinsley?

MR. TINSLEY: Thank yoo, your Honor, may it please

Court?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. TINSLEY: Courts are places of proof, that, s what

courtroom reguires of someone bringing a Lawsuit is that he

s on the burden of proof. As Mr. peil just talked to you

t, his client, Dr. Lagroon, has sued my client, Scott Suggs

his wife crystar suggs for trespass. so he's taken on that

bu of proof. Let's talk about trespass and what aII that

en ails. That entails him having to prove that my client,
S tt Suggs, entered his property without his permission,

t's essentially what trespass is in a nutshell. And the

will go over it a little more with you, but thatrs it.
only does Dr. Lagroon have the burden of proving that my

snt, Scott Suggs, trespassed, to get to this money that he, s

king about for you to award Dr. Lagroon, he has to prove

th
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t
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a

t sort of damage that Mr. Suggs caused him with this
t spass, and he has to provide proof on both of those

CI ts. He has to prove number i. that Mr. suggs trespassed

on his property and then they, and whatever damage he suffered.

MR. PEIL: Your Honor, I'11 object, t,his is
tative, it's not about what the evidence wiII show ---

THE COURT: Overrul.ed. you can go through what you

1n end to show and what the law purports.

MR. TINSLEY: And f,11 submit to you that the

cence is going to not show that scott suggs committ,ed a

spass. But you are the finders of facts, Judge Mcleod just

your and when you step into that, when you sit there in
jury box, and then when you step back int,o the jury room to

t
to

do

t

ev

1i

your deliberation after you've heard all the evidence, you

't leave your conmon sense at the door. you use your common

e experiences, and you come to a just verdict, that, s what

s jury system is about. And you're going to hear testimony

f this stand, I want you to pay attention to everything you

: and what you don,t hear, whors not here, and you think

t what motives do people have to terl the truth and what

ives peopre have to 1ie when you judge their credibiLity and

d the Plaintiff to meeting his burden of proof on this
spass on real property. so ym not going to berabor it any

ther because it's a pretty simple case, it's just a trespass

real property, that's what werre here about. Not about a

ho

t

fu

on
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Dr

gu

ba

fo
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s

Iy Court dispute or anything like that, it's just whether

Lagroon can meet his burden of proving that my client is
1ty of trespass on his property. And f submit to you when

hear all the evidence, you look at aII the facts in the

room that the only verdict you'd be able to return will be

Scott Suggs. Thank you.

THE COURf: Yes, na'am?

MS. MERRILL: May it please the Court?

THE COURT: Yes, ma'an.

MS. MERRIIL: Good afternoon. I represent Crystal

s who's seated over here, Scott Suggs' wife. And I, II try
to repeat everything that Mr. Tinsley said because we are

larly aligned. 9le are both Defendants in this case and we

h deny this trespass. And I just want to talk about a

le of things that are not trespass. You're parked

ngside of the road and it's outside the property line,

s not trespass. It's not trespass if you have permission

be there, if someone consents to you being on the

a

it

to

p

s

rty. So when you're considering all these things, I want

to remember that too. It is a fairly straightforward,

torte, trespass, if someone goes on the land without

ssion or consent. That's what they have to prove, oE Dr.

roon has to prove here, okay? So considering aII those

gs, keep in rnind if somebody had permj.ssion, or they,re not

pe

rh

ac
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deliberate, you will find that t,here is no trespass here.

k you.

THE COURT: Alright. Plaintiff may call their first
s

MR. PEII: Your Honor, the Plaintiff calls Scott

gs to the stand please.

THE COURT: Very hrel.L.

CLERK: ff you would, please stand. PLace your left

on the Bible and raise your right. The evidence you

Id give the Court and jury upon the trial of this case

-I be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth

so p you God?

MR. SUGGS: So help me God.

CLERK: Okay.

DIRBCT EXEMINIIIION

. PEIL:

How are you doing today, Mr. Sugg?

I'm doing weII.

Mr. Suggs, f noticed while you lrere walking up here, you

walking with a limp,

Yes, sir.

Are you okay here to testify today?

Yes, sir.

Okay. And f understand you've had that limp for quite a

e, would that be fair?

s

s
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Yes, sir.

About how long have you walked with ttrat limp?

r was in an automobile accident in approximately 19g0,

, T broke both my legs and my pelvis and some other things.
then just recently, a year a9o, a year ago March r broke rny

in a tree accident.

r,m sorry to hear that. so you and f have rnet before,

rect?

Yes, sir.
lle met back in December for your deposition, correct?

Yes, sir.

And you remember me asking you some questions back in
r about everything that's being alleged in this case?

Yes, sir.

so r want to go through some of the same questions with

now that we have an opportunity in front of the jury. r

1r one of the things r asked you is sor just to be clear

t your testimony, there has been an arregation made that

went to Dr. Lagroon's home on June lzth of 2014. Did that

Alright. So it's your testimony that you did not

ro his home on June LTth of 2014r or anywhere on his

rty?

A

8
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o

A

o
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a
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No

No, sir.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

I

9

10

11

L2

13

L4

15

16

L7

18

19

20

2t

22

23

24

25 AS your so you were not involved in anything to do with

48

o Arright. r also asked you after ,Iune l?th of 2oL4, have

ever been to Dr. Lagroon's property in McCormick?

No, sir.

Alright'. That was your testimony thenr so just to be

t, again, after June 1?th, so June 18th, June 19th you

r went to Dr- Lagroon's property in Mccormick county?

No, sir.

r believe r arso asked you again, you vrere not present

any of this stuff being alleged occurred, correct?

That's right.

I believe your exact ans$rel $ras, $ras not present. Does

A

o

wh

A

o

rh

A

o

A

o

A

o

in

t all of this was alleged to have occurred. Does that sound

A

o

c1

t, sound about right?

9{as not present,.

Now, you're familiar with who Daniel Lagroon is,
Yes.

And Daniel Lagroon is Dr. Jay Lagroon,s son?

Yes.

correct?

Alright. He would have been about, r think we figured out

the deposition, he would have been about 15 years ord at the

urate?

That sounds, yeah.

It's been 10 years, so now hers 25, but Irm not going to

anybody to do the math, but r believe jn your deposition r

A
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eI leaving Dr. Lagroon's house on those two evenings. And

you response was?

Alright.

NoA

o

res se was,

I asked you what happened on June l?th and your

I don't know. Do you recall that?

bac

A

o

A

a

Cr

A

a

f don't know.

Alright. And sitting here today as you were sitting there

in Decemberr tou're not aware of any interactions that

red on June 17th, correct?

No.

Alright. Now, I think you $rere aware that your wife,

tal Suggs, took your white Cadillac Escalade to at least

Dr. Lagroon's property on June 17th, correct?

On the highway, y€sr sir.

On the highway. She told you what she was going to do,

ect?

On which date?

[t1e11, my understanding bras your testimony is she went

e on one day, is that correct?

Yes.

Okay. And she told you what she was going to do on that

correct?

She was going to pick up the children.

The children being Becca and Daniel Lagroon, Dr. Iagroon's

nea

cor
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Yes.

And r think you told her not to do it, is that correct?

Yes.

Alright. And r think r asked you about this as werl. on

ypicar evening, how many alcoholic beverages wourd you say

'd have?

MR- TINSIEY: Objection, your Honor.

THE COURT: Relevance?

MR. PEIL: ff f may, do we vrant to do it outside the

) or?

THE COURT: Y'all can talk right here.

(Off the record. )

THE COURT: Alright. ?he objection,s overruled, but

s subject to our discussion.

MR. PEII: Absol.utely.

I wiII rephrase the question. I believe it was your

--imony on the night in question, you had consumed some

holic beverages, is that correct?

Yes.

Alright. And then f believe it was your further testimony

t you stayed at the home when Crystal left, is that correct?

Yes.

And so you did not get in the vehicle or drive to the

it

o
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A No.

1{1

MR. PEII: That's all the questions f have for this
egg, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Alright,. Mr. Tinsley, do you have any

tions for Mr. Suggs?

MR. TINSTEY: Yes, Your Honor.

CROSII EXEUINAAION

Mr. Suggs, does June 18th have any meaning to you?

It's my birthday.

Okay. And how old did you turn in 2014?

I think about 55.

55, alright. Do you remember what you did that evening?

I worked all day, came home, roughly 5, 5:30, stayed at

home, consurned some alcohol and ate, went t,o bed.

Okay. Did you go to Dr. Lagroon's house?

No.

Okay. What, about the night before, June l?t,h, did you go

there then?

No, sir.

Alright. 9lhat sort of work do you do?

Landscaping.

Alright. And just in McCormick County or ---
Yes, yes.

Alright,. Do you work for yourself?

TINSLEY:BY

o
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Yes, sir.
How long you been doing that?

Ever since '87, '88.

Okay. Do you have any workers, or you just do it
self?

Yes, sir, I have helpers.

Okay. And how long have you lived in McCormick?

37 years.

Okay. So how oLd are you now?

64.

Alright. So you were in your 20s when you moved here?

Late 20s, y€s, sir, 20s.

Where are you from originally?

I moved from Myrtle Beach, f'm from originally below

umbia, Irmo, South Carolina.

MR. PEIL: Your Honor, I'm going to object. This is

the scope of direct. I asked some very limited

tions about the night in question and we're going into his

tory.

THE COURT: l{e11, f think for efficiency purposes, I
I speak with y'all again over here. I'm not going to ask

jury to step out.

(Of f the record. )

THE COURT: I' 77 overule the objection and aLlow

introduction of Mr. Tinsley's client.
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a

A

I

o

You said you were originally from Myrtle Beach?

No, sir. I moved from Myrtle Beach, f,m originally from

originally from rrmo, okay. And so did you do some other

k prior t,o landscaping?

Yes. r'm ret,ired from south carorina Department of parks,

reation, and Tourism. r rnoved from EdisEo Beach to Hunting

Dd, to Myrtle Beach, and then to Hickory Knob.

Okay. And what did you do at Hickory Knob?

I was a trade specialist.

Okay. How long did you work there?

20 years, I retired at 28 and a half years.

Okay. So did you start out with the landscaping on the

?

Yes, sir.

Alright. Had you ever been told by Dr. Lagroon not to

on his property prior to June 1?th or lgth of 2014?

I've never been told not to come on his property.

Okay. Had you previously been there at his invitation?

Yeah. T' ve been up there several times.

Okay. And have you ever been served with any notice
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ling you not to come on his property?

No.

Okay. f don't have any further questions.

questions that Ms. Merrill may have for you.an
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MR. PEII: I have nothing further from him.

THE COURT: Well, f forgot, f have two lawyers, so

going to let Ms. Merrill

MS. MERRILL: I don't have any questions.

THE COURT: Alright. Any redirect?

MR. PEIL: I have no redirect, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Alright. The witness may step down,

nk you.

MR. PEIL: Your Honor, at this time the Plaintiffs
1 caII Kelly Sue Barnett.

THE COURT: Kelly?

MR. PEIL: Kelly Sue Barnett.

THE COURT: Kelly Sue Barnett. fs she out

MR. PEIL: She's out in the peanut gallery, y€sr sir.

CTERK: Ms. Barnett, if you would, please raise your

ht hand, place your left hand on the Bible. The evidence

shall give the Courts and the jury upon the trial of this

e shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the

tr h so help you God?

MS. BARNETT: I do.

CLERK: Thank you.

MR. PEIL: May I proceed?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.
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How are you doing this afternoon, Ms. Barnett?

Doing weII.

Alright. Now, Ms. Barnett, f understand that at one point

ime you $rere married to Dr. tagroon, correct?

Correct.

Alright. And about what time $rere you married to hirn?

9le married in 2007 and divorced in 2076; f believe.

2016. So in 2014, you would have been married to Dr.

Right.

Do you stitl have a good relationship with Dr. Lagroon?

I do.

Alright. So there's no anirnosity in the divorce?

No.

Alright.

On my end, I don't know about his.

So in or around May of 20t4, were you residing with Dr.

at his residence on Highway 7?

Yes, I was.

Okay. Ms. Barnett, can you see that from there or do I

to ---
No. I can see it.

So we're talking about, Dr. tagroon's residence on Highway

f'm showing yov Plaintiff's Exhibit 3

MR. PEII: Your Honor, may I approach?

c
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o

THE COURT: Very well.

Plaintiff's Exhibit 3, which ilve blown up on this board

. fs this the residence we, re talking about?

Yes, it is.

And how would you recognize that?

Because you have storage sheds on your reft and then you

the main house, and then you go around back, you have the

t house and then you have a shop in the very back and then

see the rittle road, there's two different driveways that

A
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go

o Okay. So around May of 20L4, would you say that you and

up, one goes to the back, and one goes to t,he main drive.

then husband, Dr. Lagroon, were friends with the Suggs?

f wouldn't say friends, no

TelL me about the nature of your relationship. litere you

aintances, how did you know each other?

9{e11, f first knew Mr. Suggs. We worked at Hickory Knob

ther and, I mean, I'd see him occasionally at work, he was

a different part; r was in the pro shop. And r don't realry

t how f got to know his wife, it, s been 10, L2 years ago.

nor f would not say vre vrere friends.

Had they ever been over to your home?

They had been.

On about how many occasions?

Oh, Ry, maybe half a dozen I would sEy, if that

r
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o

A

Okay. At some point in May 2014, did you and Dr. Lagroon

de that they would no longer be welcome at your house?

Yes.

MR. PEIL: Your Honor, rtrdy I approach?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

I'm showing you what's been marked for identification as

ntiff's Exhibit 1. Do you recognize this document?

I do.

Can you tell the jury, please, what it is?

It's basically a trespass notice for t{r. and t'ts. Suggs.

Alright. And you say it's a trespass notice, what was it,

, were you trying to inform them not to come back to the

rt,y? f don't $rant to put words in your mouth.

Yes, vre were.

Alright. And what caused you to make that decision?

Well, it had got to the point where Mr. and Ms. Suggs

d come up and open our gate, unannounced, and be drinking

w€r you know, asked them to leave, and it got to the point

ir had got to be more times. And sometimes my husband

o out in the vehicle, got out the car, and just asked

Leave nicely and I think my husband had 9ot, had called

to, to ask what to do and I think the person saj.d, just

them on trespassing notice.

Alright. Now, did you prepare this document or did ---
I think both of us did it together.
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A1right,. Now, did you ever deliver this document to the

s?

r did.

Alright. 9fhich, f mean, to both of them, did you give

both a copy?

WeIl, I went up the driveway and Mr. Suggs, I can remember

he

w

uas on the right, he does lawncare, I Ehink, and he was

<ing on the lawnmower and f got out to hand it to Mr. Suggs

then Ms. Suggs come out the back of the house and she was

o9, I don't know exactly what she was say!.ng, but she

telling Scott to corne inside and eat or somet,hing. So I
ically just told Scott this is a trespass notice for you and

wife. I got in the car and left.

Alright. So I mean, the document that you have there, I

, did you physically hand that

I did to Mr. Suggs.

--- to Mr. Suggs?

Correct.

Okay. Alright. But not to Ms. Suggs?

No.

But she was there the day ---
She was there.

Alright. Do you recall having any conversation with him

it? Did he ask what it was?

No. Because when Ms. Suggs came out screaming and

Su
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te iing Scott to come i-nside, I just left, f didn, t want any

A I just wanted to deLiver this trespass notice, that's
only reason f was there.

Okay. Now, if you turn to page 2 of that document, I see

rets a place where it says Robert .Tay Lagroon, do you see

?

I do.

And there's no signature on that document, right?

(NonverbaL response).

Now, this happened back in 2014, have you ever been able

ocate a signed copy?

I t,hink we had, I thought that he had given it to you, but

have one.

9{e11, here's my question. This is, was this a print off
something you had in your computer?

It was.

fr
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Okay. But you don't have a copy of the signed trespass

ce that, you actually delivered to him that day?

No. I don't have it with me. I thought that we had given

o you.

A1right. But you delivered the document substantially in

form to Scott Suggs on the date listed on there, is that
a

f would sdy, y€sr or around that time.

Around that time?
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A

o
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A

if not on that day.

It was back in 20L4.

ft may have been a day or two later?

Yes.

Alright. Was it before June 17th of 20!4?

Before .Tune LTth? Yes. This was May, it wourd have been

If

IS

a

THE COURT: f need to speak to you real. quick.

MR. PEIL: Yeah.

(Off the record. )

MR. PEIL: Alright. At, this time, Judge, I would

to admit Plaintiff's 1 and 3 int,o evi.dence.

THE COURT: Alright. Without objection? He said

ibits 1 and 3. Exhibit 3 was the GIS

MS. MERRILL: No objection to Exhibit 3, your Honor.

: could have just a moment,.

MR. TINSLEY: Judge, I've got, maybe we can do it on

idebar.

THE COURT: WeII, okay, real quick. VileII, Exhibit 3

admitted.

MR. TINSLEY: Yesr no objection.

(!{hereupon a Grs map was subnitted as plaint.iff 's Exhibit,

er 3 for identification and entered into evidence. )

(Off the record. )

THE COURT: Alrighr. As to Exhibir I, f'll admit

subject to Defense counsel's objection, okay?
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So 1 and 3 admitted.

(!{hereupon a trespass notice was submitted as plaintiff's

t Number 1 for identification and entered into evidence. )

THE COURT: I think we,re up for cross examination

MR. PEII: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Mr. Tinsley?

CROSS ETEUINASION

Ms. Barnett, you don't have a signed copy of this document,

led trespass notice?

I don't have it with me, Dor sir.

But it does exist you're saying?

It does exist, y€s.

Okay. But it wasn't important enough to bring today?

I'm not an attorn€y, I'm sorry Mr. Tinsley, you would have

ask my ex-husband's attorney.

Okay. So you don't know whether it sras important or not?

I would say it is important, but again, f'm not an

?

. TINSLEY:BY
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at

a

do
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h

nt to Mr. Suggs?

rney.

Okay. Did you sign a sworn affidavit when you handed this

I did not.

Did you sign any kind of document saying f served it on

at such and such a time?
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A

o

h

A

a

o

Not t,hat I recalI.

Okay. So you don't know exactly when you served it on

?

No, f don't. But f would say it would be that day or

und that time.

Okay. And you didn't think it was important to sign

ething noting that?

If I would have known that I would have. Again, like I
testified to, my ex-husband had talked with someone, I

' t know if it was law enforcement, I don't know if it was

t,her attorney, and we basically had used his advlsement and

e what the attorney had told us to do.

Okay.

Again, f'm not an attornclr I apologize.

Okay. But you, f mean, you know what a certificate of

ice or an affidavit of service is, correct?

I do.

Okay. And you've signed some of the documents that have

sent to the Court as part of this case?

Correct.

Okay. But just not this trespass notice?

Correct. I have not done an affidavit on it, Dor sir, I
not.

Alright. And you mentioned law enforcernent, why

'x y'all have the sheriff's department go out there
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serve it on Mr. Suggs?

Again, Mr. Tinsley, my ex-husband talked, yourd have to

him, he talked to someone in law enforcement or an

orney, f'm not exactly sure who he talked to.

So you basically just did as he told you?

lilellr w€ tarked about it, and it, came to the point where

y needed to be on trespass, they needed, something needed to

done and that is the steps that we took in order to get it.
But you didn't think it was important enough to get Law

orcement involved?

Again, my husband, my ex-husband spoke with someone, yourd

to ask him who that person is, I can't speak for him, I

't know the chain of how it transpired as a trespass notice

sus calling the cops.

Okay. Did you ever give a copy of this document to law

crcement to let them know that you had done this?

r do not know, that would be a quest5.on for my ex-husband.

So you did it, personally?

r did.

Okay. I don't' have any further questions. please ans$rer

questions Ms. MerriLL has.

THE COURT: Ms. Merrill?

MS. MERRILL: Beg the Court,s indulgence.

THE COURT: Yes, na,arn.

MS. MERRILL: Just a few questions.
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cRosS EXEMINA8ION

},tS. MERRILL:

Did you consider, Mr. Tinsley asked about some other ways

get this notice to the Suggs, did you consider mailing it
Iike a, you know, the tracking number or anything on it?
I did not.

Okay. And you didn't do that, right?

I did not do that, Do.

Okay. That's all the questions I have. Thank you.

THE COURT: Any redirect?

MR. PEII: No redirect, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Alright. The witness may step down,

nk you. Next witness?

MR. PEIL: Thank you, Your Honor. At this time I,d
: Dr. Robert Jay Lagroon to the stand.

THE COURT: Okay.

CLERK: If you wi}l please raise your right hand,

ce your left hand on the Bible.

MR. LAGROON: f wil1.

CLERK: Thank you. The evidence you shall give the

s and jury upon the trial of this case shall be the

th, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth so help you

MR. LAGROON: Absolutely.
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MR. PEIL: Your Honor, normally I bring a paralegal

rner and I was not able to. May f have just a moment to

this up?

THE COURT: Sure.

MR. LAGROON: For the Court's information, I,m going

scoot to the edge so I can view that video.

TllE COURT: Okay. Your attorney can probabJ.y move,

you go.

MR. TAGROON: That may actually be better, thank you,

MR. PEIL: I'm sorry, Your Honor. It might be easier

do it, from back here.

DIREC! EXAMINAIIqI

How are you doing today, sir?

Best I can.

Alright. Dr. tagroon, where are you from, sir?

Right here, McCormick, South Carolina.

How long have you lived here?

Off and on, 61 years.

61. Alright. What is it you do for work, sir?

I'm a maxillofacial oncologist.

Maxillofacial oncologist?

Coffect.

Is that a field of dentistry?

PEIL:BY
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rt is. Most people say a dentist. you say maxirrofacial

clogy, they say what is that.

Do you run a maxillofacial oncology dental practice here

in cCormick County?

f do in my home on Highway 7, y€s.

Alright. So you are the owner of the property at 79I

A

o

Hi

A Correct.

y 7 in McCormick?

MR. PEIL: Your Honorr moy f retrieve Exhibit 3,

se?

THE COURI: Yes, sir. Right, there on, in front of

f am showing you what's been admitted into evidence as

ntiff's Exhibit 3. Do you recognize that document?

Yes.

gfhat is it?

It's a GIS printout of McCormick County rnapping system

shows the property boundaries on the property I own on

way 7.

Alright. And so I brought it up earlier, f beLieve you

deeded this property in the '80s, f don't want to be

aken, was it 1985?

That is correct. It was owned by Eloise Corley Jay. My

's Jay Lagroon, I nas named after Ms. Jay and this property

o
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o Now, when you received that property in 1985, was it
eloped?

No.

Alright. So was it just trees, forgive me, timber?

The chronology of that particular piece of property, as a

child, we farmed it when f was growing up and then as my

dfather got sick, it. grew up, you know, f acquired it, f

red it and constructed as you can see, storage buildings, a

r house, a guest house, a mechanical shop on that property.

Alright. Now, thinking back to 2014 and I'm going to

rt with May of 2014. Did you have any discussions about

stal and Scott Suggs?

f apologize, counselor, f couldn't hear your question.

Alright . I' m sorry, it vras a terribi-e guestion anybray.

thinking back to May of 201,4, did you and your then wife,

KeIIy Lagroon, have any discussions about Crystal and Scott

s?

Yes.

Alright. And what was the nature of those discussions?

Mr. and Mrs. Suggs are, they don't have any children, and

y've never had any children f understand, and they tend to

rk a little, which I have no problem with. But I was

sing my two minor children in 2014 after being awarded those

ldren by the South Carolina Family Court. And Ms. Barnett

I, we had some hurdles to overcome with those children.

So
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:e was some educational problems with my daughter, Becca,

Daniel had a weight problem, and we vrere dearing with it as

we could and we $rere very successful in our endeavors.

Mr. and Mrs. Suggs became a little bit belligerent in that

y tend to stop by too much when Ehey were drinking. I
a uired a package store in Thompson, Georgia from a widow

J.a , her name was teona Felix, and Mr. and Mrs. Suggs would

lly make requestsr lou know, please bring us, which we

-d pick up alcohol and gave it to them, drop it off, no

ha r DO foul. And we'd do that, but it kind of, it became

fr quent, it. started to show its effects on the children in rny

op on and ---

fa

MR. TINSLEY: Judge, f think we're getting a little
off field for a trespass cause of action.

MR. PEIL: f can rephrase the question.

THE COURT: You can rephrase the question and also,

me just te1l you something real quick.

MR. PEIL: Okay.

(Off the record. )

A1right. So my question to you was specifically this, was

t the trespass notice, so let me back up. Would you say

cr to May of 20L4 you and your then wife, Kelly, she's now

t were friends with the Suggs?

No.
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$le weren't friends.

I mean, what was the nature of your relationship?

Kelly had worked with Mr. Suggs at the park system and

's how I got to know what f knew about them.

Let me stop there. l{ould it be fair to say that you had

t,ed them to your home on at least one occasion prior to

That is correct.

About how many occasions wae that?

tess than five.

Alright. And I think somet,ime in May of 20L4, you

ned that you no longer wanted the Suggs at your

rty?

Because of the drinking, y€s.

Alright.

MR. PEIL: Your Honor, may I approach and retrieve --

THE COURT: Certainly.

So f'm going to show you Plaintiff's Exhibit 1. Have you

this document before?

Yes, f have.

And what is it?

It's a trespass notice.

Alright. And so f nean, tell me about that, did you and

y come to the decision to tlpe this up?

,
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A No. r did this with the assistance of chief Deputy Junior

Ie from Mccormick county. Junior was a patient of mine and

I lIed him up and said, ilunlor, what do I do. And he said --

a

a

t
A

t
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o
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a
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o
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o

A

a

di

A

Let's not get into what he said, okay? But basically,

r this discussion, you determined that you want,ed to put

ther this notice, would that be fair?

Actually, h€, f didn't put it together, he gave me a copy

t someone had done previously and f basically fashioned it
r the copy he gave to me.

Okay. Now, had you originally signed a copy of that?

Yes. I have a signed copy.

You have a signed copy?

I have a sS.gned copy.

Do you have it with you here today?

I don't have it in this Courtroom, but I can certainJ,y

ieve it if it,'s of major ---
Alright.

I mean, 15 ninutes it can be in this Courtroom.

A1right, So I want to ask this, Did you and Kelly

ss delivering this to the Suggs?

Yes. Actually, I didn't discuss it so much with Kelly, I

sed it with Chief Deputy Gable.

Alright. Aad did, ultirnately did Kelly inforrn you that

was going to go deliver it t,o the Suggs?
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No.

Okay.

she did not inform me. chief Deputy Gable said have your

MR. TINSLEY: Objection.

THE COURT: Sustained.

Alright. Let's not get into what Chief Deputy Gable said.

did Kelly Barnett uLtimately go deliver this to the
.)

Yes.

Alright.

At, the direction of the sheriff.

And when she got back, did she tell you that she had

ivered this?

Yes.

Okay. Alright. Had you had between May, I think the date

it is May 26th or May 258h, it's at the top.

May 26th, 20L4.

Alright. So between May 26th of 20t4 and ,June 17th, 18th,

, had you had any communications from the Suggs?

f'm so sorry, ftm having trouble hearing you.

Between May 25th of 20L4 and then June L?th, 18th, and

h of 201-4r so roughly a three-week period, had you had any

cations ftom the Suggs?
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o Alright. Had they called you and asked you to come over

to house during ---
No. Not after this was served, no.

So f want to be clear, did the Suggs have permission to

r your home on June 17th of 20t4?

Absolutely not.

Did the Suggs have perrnission to enter your property on

18rh of 20t4?

Absolutely not.

Alright. So obviously, we want, E,o get t,o it, did you

r that one or both of the Defendants in this case did in
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enter on your property on June 17th?

Yes, I did determine that.

Alright. And how did you determine that?

I found out, in depositions on December of 2023. f forget

exact d"y, we had a deposition in this Courthouse and

's when I learned that they had been there on the L?th.

Alright. So let me ask it this way. So remember June

?

Yes.

Alright. June 19th, do you recall what you lrere doing

day?

Looking for my children.

Alright. And so Let rne ask you about that. 9lhere rr'ere
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Mr. and Mrs. Suggs had ptcked them up and took them from

on Highway 7 to their mom,s house here in

k.

Alright. And so the evening of .7une 18th into Jun 19th,

you slept at your home?

I'm sorry?

The evening of June 18th to the norning of June 19th, had

slept at your home?

Yes, I slept in ny home. f had a dog that had been snake

and I was tending to the sick dog, it, was actually rny

ter's dog.

So when you woke up t,he morning of June 19th, about what

do you get up in the morning?

fhat morning a little later than normal. f normally get

:30ish, my profession requires that, I get to the hospital

y and that kind of thing. And I usually get up about 4:30,

ke to be at the hospital by 5:00.

Alright, lilhen was the day you first noticed your children

not in the home?

Probably 6:30, a quarter to 7:00 on the morning of theA

1

o

A

an

Absolutelyr I was trying to find thern. f went through a

, did you try to find them?

Alright. t{hat did you do at that point? Did you call

my
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na adjudicated as an unfit mother, that's the, that's the

bi st blow you can give a lroman ---
MR. TINSLEY: Your Honor.

A --- when you take two small children ---
THE COURT: HoLd on. There's an objection, I think.

MR. TINSLEY: f object, we're getting way past

nce to a trespassing ---
MR. PEIL: In all fairness, I wasn't attempting to

as that.

THE COURT: tet's try to steer the testimony t,otrard

matter at, hand.

Alright. So let's t,alk about it. AII I'm trying to get

s when you first noticed that something had occurred, when

first noticed that the children $rere missing or whatever it

hat caused you to pause that mornlng. Roughly what time

that?

I'm going to say 6:30, 6:45.

Alright. Now, I understand from Looking at the picture of

property that you have, would it be fair to say you have

19

businesses on the property?

f do, yes.

A1right. t{hat is this down here in the corner?

Those are mini storage warehouses on the settlement.

Alright. So people store their goods and valuables

Correct
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Do you have security cameras around that area?

Yes.

Alright. And that's for the protection of the val.uables

is in those storage units?

Yes.

AJ-right. Now, I understand t.his is, weII, I guess I'd

it the main house?

Main houser y€s.

Main house. And this wing of the main house is where your

aI practice operates out of, is that, correct?

My surgical suites, yes.

Surgical suites. Alright. And so do you have cameras

this portion of your property?

f do.

Alright. What is this building here?

That's a mechanical shop.

Mechanical shop. 9{hat's that used for other than

anical?

9Ie11, f do some, in my line of work, when you take out

of someone's face, you have to fabricate a prosthesis, and

always been a person that likes to do that myself, and so

ke to tinker with things, build things, TIG welding, MIG

i.g, that kind of thing and I do Ehat in the shop.

!ilould it be fair to say that Ehere's val.uabJ.e eguipment

ed in that shop?
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Absolutely.

You have security cameras on this portion of your

yt too?

Absolutely.

Now, I only know this, weII, Iet me rephrase it. Did

r used to be a gigantic cell phone tower right there?

Coffect.

Alright. So also on this property do you recall who it

that you leased this cell phone tower to?

Initially it was Nextel, they approached me initially, and

the property for the celI phone tower and then it was

to TowerCo, and then it was sold again to SDA and then the

r was decommissioned.

Alright. And I just want to be clear, I see a line down

north side of this property here, what is that line?

That is a road that I put in as part of the lease to the

tower.

Alright. Do you have a gate at the end of that?

I do.

Alright. Is it an open gate, is it a locked gate?

Oh, it's locked.

Alright. So the main entrance to your property then would

fair to say is this driveway?

Correct.
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Yes.

--- on the property line? Alright. And do you have no

sing signs posted on the property?

On all four corners.

On aII four corners. So there's a no trespassing sign

near the gate?

A

ga

I

Yes, yes. You have to drive right by it to come in the

Alrlght. So I want to talk about the morning of June Lgth

014. So after you discovered that your children were

ing, did you walk the property line?

Not initiaLly. On the morning when I found out theA

ch n were gone, first thing I did wisr okay, where are the

, and I started making phone calls. Called a variety ---
Let's do this. I understand on June 19th, we don't want

to into a lot of that, but you rrtere concerned about your

, you decided at some point to walk the property line and

rd it, would that be fair?

f didn't decide to, f was advised to, and f think it was

of

mi
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Let's not get into what people advised you to, okay? So

s do this. You did make a recording of you walking down

toad, would that be correct?

Yes.
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o Alright. And when you walked down that road, what did you

r)

f discovered someone had driven around my gate and they

turned around in ny yard, and you can see the tire tracks,

my

TN big huny because they ripped up the yard. your kids are

ter's school ID was there and they, they obviously were

, you're a little bit in shock, and you know, this, the

vl 's not very stable, f made a video of it because that's

f was advised to do.

A1right. I want, to make sure I go over these elements

guick, so you said you observed tire tracks near your gate

Highway ??

Yes.

Alright. Did you notice that any portion of the gate was

,

Yes. It had been hit.

It had been hit. Alright. And was it missing any

ts?

A
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0 So f know it's hard to see, but it would have been on the

Just the, part of the hinges had fallen where it was hit.

Alright, You said you observed tire tracks, where were

tire tracks?

They were on the north side of the gate where t,hey drove

the gate.
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THE COURT: Okay. Thank you.

19

A
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t

They drove around the gate and onto that road.

Not quite around the gate because they hit a portion of

gate, is that correct?

MR. TINSLEY: Objection. Leading, your

MR. PEIL: That's faLc, I'11 rephrase.

lfas any portiorr of your gate damaged?

Yes.

Alright. And the tire tracks, where did they ultimately

to on the property?

MR. PEII: Your Honor, may I approach?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

lfhere did the, if you could point, please, for the jury

did the tire tracks ultimately lead up t,o?

This area. This is trees, you can't drive through that,

trees, this is all open yard, just grass, and basically a

drove up this cell tower road into this area basically

around, pick the children up and, which is where I
my daughter's ID and then left.

Alright.

MR. LAGROON: Judge, f'm sorry, I know you canrt see

, but I was pointing to this area, it came in up the road

, turned around here, heret s where the tire tracks were and

o
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Alright. Now,

repairs?

Yes.

did you have to expend any effort to make

Alright. Please tell the jury about the repairs that lrere

sary.

91e11, I Just stated earlier, I'm a maxillofacial

ogist, therefore, I fabricate prosthesis when f do surgery

nd I enjoy that kind of work. And as Ion ious patients, a

st ed previously, I do some welding in my shop and f simply

down Ehere, repaired the hinges and straight,ened the posts

you know, made the necessary repairs to put it back in

ing order.

I{hat is the estimated value of those repairs?

No more, absolut,ely no more than 91, ?00.00, 15, $1,700.00,

Alright. Is t,hat for parts that you had on hand in your

?

Parts, welding materials. In welding, you have what's

ed consumables, those things that you lose when you weld

that's the most price, the price is for the welding and

umables, so that's where part of that cogt comes from.

Did you ever do anything with the tire tracks themselves?

I just resodded it,.

Alright. So did you have to purchase new sod for that or

you put seed on it?
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No. I actually cut it out of another part of the yard and

moved it.

Alright. I think we talked about this at length, but you

security cameras on your property, is that correct?

That is correct.

Alrtght.

MR. PEft: f need a noment, Judge, f'm going to get

video going.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. PEII: I thtnk we need to authenticate it, flrst,

I'm going to show it to my client first to authenticate the

THE COURT: Okay. I think you can show him the disc

a ask if he ---
MR. PEIL: Alright.

THE COURT: $le don't need to watch it twice.

MR. PEII: Yeah, that's right. May I

as

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

A1right. I'rn showing you what's marked for identification

laintiff's Exhibit 6. Do you recognize this?

I do.

And what is this?

This is a disc that h'as generated from my security system

my welding shop.
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Alright. And this r believe shows footage that was taken

your property on June 17th of 20L4, is that correct?

June 17th, y€s, sir.

Alright. And you have excLusive possession and control of

equipment used to generate this footage, correct?

Yes.

Alright.

MR. PEIL: At this time, Your Honor, I would tender

intiff's Exhibit 6.

THE COURT: AIrighE. I t,hink t,hat's without

ection?

MR. TINSLEY: No objection, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Alright.

(Whereupon a disc was submitted as Plaintiff's Exhibit

r 6 for identification and entered into evidence. )

THE COURT: Go ahead and play it, counsel. Y'all can

to get a better seat if you like. Let's make sure

ryone on the jury can see it too.

MR. PEIL: I will, f'm going to try and get it going

he first.

THE COURT: 9f,hile you're working on that, f now know

t there are two trains that come through McCormick every

MR. PEft.' I have a mild technological issue, f don't
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THE COURT: I think the sheriff,s going to look for a

BAILfPF: f got one.

THE COURT: A three prong? I think f,m actually

to move as weII so I can see.

MR. PEIt: Is that a little better? Can you see that

I"agroon?

MR. LAGROONT T'm going to get to where I can.

MR. PEfL: Be careful, that's very steep.

Alright. Before I begin, I want, t,o ask you a guestion.

see on this filn that's admitted into evidence as Exhibit

t there is a date, I don't know if you can read that from

? I can't move it much closer.

It is June 17th, 2014 at 1.1:00 pm.

Alright. So before we begin, f want to go over a couple

oh, why don't we just do that.

(P1aying disc. )

Alrlght. First of aII, do you recognize what is being

cted here?

Yes. That's the security camera on the corner of my shop.

Let me ask you, this light in the distance here, is that

property?

Yes.

Alright. You own that light? Does your property supply

o
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I do, t,hey biLl you every month.

Alright. And what is this, these items lre see in the

round here?

That is my garden tiller.

Garden tiIIer. Alright. And that is sitting on your

rty as well, is that correct?

Therets a concrete acre around that shop and that garden

ler is on that acre.

Alright. I' m fast forwardj.ng the vldeo to, for purposes

the Court reporter, LE' s three minutes and 58 seconds we

playing. Alright. Now, had you previously viewed this

Yes.

Alright. $le just need to be a little patient. So I'm

to pause the video at 11:04:40 pm. There vras a white SUV

you saw during this video, would that be correct?

Yes.

To be clear, where that vehicle is depicted, where is that

cle coming from?

A It's coming up the road that I put

rt of the lease and the cell tower

rty.

To be clear, the only way to enter

locked gate and the no trespassing

A

in for the ceII tower

was placed on the

that road is through

sign, is that correct?

as
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Now, if memory serves me correctly, the vehicle putls up

he left here, your camera does not pick up exactly what's

g on there ---
No. The back of that building is a solid block waII,A

d re no windows, so I don't really worry about someone

through a solid concrete block wall, so I have cameras

corner. -And this is the northwest corner of the

ng

at

sh

a I just want to make sure ftm clear. This portion over

, did you observe tlre tracks on there as well?

Yes.

Okay. And then the vehicle pulls back around right in

of your shop, is that correct?

On the northwest corner, y€s. That's actually behind the

Alright. You observe a nan with a limp get out of the

enger's side of the vehicle, would that be fair?

Yes.

Now, had you left any personal effects out of your

rty that evening to be loaded up by anyone?

No.

Alright. And so at 11:07, roughly 20 pm, you see the

cle drive away? Have you had a chance to review other

ge on the property?

Yes.
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o Arright. rs this the last time you saw this vehicle enter

A
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property?

That's right, that's it, yes.

Alright. I' m going to pause this video. Alright. SoI

THE COURT: Is that all the video?

MR. PEfl: That's all, rtlell, f have the other disc as

THE COURT: Oh.

So we talked about it earlier, you said that you took a

ra with you and walked the property line on June 1.9th,

Correct.

Now, just to make sure we do this right. So on June, ,June

, your kids slept in your house that evening, correct?

Comect.

And they $rere still at t,he house on June 18th, correct?

Correct.

Alright. So you had no reason to review that footage on

l.8th and see what had occuned?

None whatsoever.

Alright. But the morning of June 19th, your kids $rere no

I on the property?

A That' s corect.
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Absolutely.

Alright. And so I believe on June 19th of 2A!4, you made

deo of you walking from Highway ? up to this portion of

property, is that coffiect?

After being advised to do so by the federal officer.
MR. TINSTEY: Objection.

TIIE COURT: Sustained.

MR. PEII: Your Honor, may I approach?

THE COURT: Sure.

So I'm showing you what's been marked for identificatlon

Plaintiff's Exhibit 7. Have you seen this before, sir?

I have, yes.

Alright. And what is it?

This is the disc that vras generated from the video that I

at the direction of the federal officer.

Alright. Let's not talk about the federal officer.
Alright. I apologize. ft's hard not to tell the truth.

THE COURT: $fe11, you just need to answer the

tions specifically and f don't need to hear about anything

ral employees may ---
MR. LAGROON: Yes, sir.

MR. PEIL: Yes, sir.

IHE COURT: Thank you.

Alright. And so this video has been in your excJ.usive use

possession since ,.Iune 19th, 20t4, would that be eorrect?
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Yes.

Alright.

MR. PEIL: At this time, the plaintiff tenders

ibit 7 into evidence.

THE COURT: That's just a video of hirn walking

I{ithout objection?

MR. TINSIEY: lfithout objection, yes.

THE COURT: So that'11 be Plaintiff,s exhibit.

(Whereupon a disc was submitted as Plaintiffrs Exhibit, 7

identification and entered into evidence. )

MR. PEIL: Your Honor, permission to publish exhibit

the jury?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. PEIL: And your permission to publish it?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. PEIL: A1right.

Alright. Dr. tagroon, what are we seeing at the beginning

his video, what is this?

I am walking south on Highway 7 where I see the tire
ks.

Let's do this. So you're walking this direction on

7?

Correct.

Alright. !9hat are these that f see?

Those are tire tracks going around my gate.

a

7

of

tr

o

A

o

Hi

A

o

A



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

I

9

10

L1

L2

13

t4

15

16

L7

18

19

2A

2L

22

23

24

25 Correct.

@

89

o

bi

Alright. And just because it looks like it's a ]ittle
of a distance, how long is this road into your

rty?

ft's about a third of a mile.

A third of a mile?

(Nonverbal response).

Alright. lfell, I'm going to speed it along slightly. To

Iear, this was June 19th, and you took this video in the

ing?

Yes.

Alright. So is the time stamp accurate on the screen?

It is.

Alright. Alright. And it paused right ttrere and turned

tion, what is it we are looking at here?

That's where someone either came onto the property in a

hurry or Ieft the property in a big hurry because the tires

sP1.nn].ng.

It looks like you're focusing on something you see on the

, what was it you sahr on the ground there?

That is my daughter's student ID.

And for the record, your daughter's name is what?

Becca Lagroon.

Alright. And you zoomed in on it here. Did she go to

ln County Middle School?
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Alright. Alright. fs there anything else of note in this
? Is there anything else of note in this video t,hat you

ed on the property?

No. ,Just that circle, the ID, and whomever nas driving

the same direction they came in on the same road, on the

path.

Alright.

MR. PEII: That's aLl f have for now.

THE COURT: Alright. $le're going to take a break

cross examination.

MR. PEIL: That's not all I have for questions,

's all I have for this video.

THE COURT: Oh, alright. I think you're free to move

on the stand.

MR. TAGROON: Thank you, Judge.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

So I want, to make sure we're crystal clear with the jury.

gate, again, where we observed those t,ire t,racks in

bit 6 and it's located right here along this portion of

property?

Correct.

Alright. The second video we showed, Plaintiff's Exhibit

owed you walking up this road to about right here ---
Yes.

--- would that be fair?
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Yes.

Alright. And you found your daughterrs student ID roughly

here?

Conect.

Okay. And then more tire tracks up here?

Correct.

Alright. And f think you said you eere acguaintances with

Suggs?

Yes.

Alrlght. In 20L4, tlrey had been to your house roughly

times, I think is what your testimony was?

Correct.

Had you previously seen them driving a whlte Cadlllac

lade?

Yes.

Alright. It was tough to tell from the video, but from

video, did you make out who the individuals were that were

ing on your property?

You cantt see who, whoeverts driving is covered up.

Alright. Alright.

MR. PEIL: f don't think f have any further questions

Dr. tagroon.

THE COURT: Alright. Let's take a short recess now.

es and gentlernen, head on back to the Jury room, refresh
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? After you're refreshed, thanks. please don't discuss

case or anything involving this case while you're in the

THE COURT: ,.Iust so everybody's comfortable, it's not

seating, if you need to get in another chair when you

back, that's okay, too. But if y'all want to sit in the

j room.

t

(,Jurors exiting Courtroom. )

THE COURT: Okay. You, re free to move down t,o the

e if you'd like and refresh yourself , r.Iust don't discuss

r testimony with your attorney or anyone else during the

a

a

MR. TAGROON: tllay I stay here, .Iudge?

THE COURT: You may, you may. Alright. I just need

rt break, and we'Il get started here.

(Off the record. )

THE COURT: Are they ready?

BAIIIFF: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Is counsel ready for the jury to come

MR. PEIL: Yes, sir, Your Honor.

MR. TINSLEY: Yes, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Alright. We'll bring them back in and

vte' 1 kick off cross.

(ilurors entering Courtroom. )
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seat every time, that's fine. Alright. Mr. Foreman,

I pick up where we left off with the next, with cross

ination of this witness. Mr. Tinsley?

MR. TINSLEY: Thank you, Your Honor.

CROSS ETEUIIIATION

BY . TINSLEY:

You testified very enphatically that you were not friends

Scott and Crystal Suggs.

I'm so sorrlr Your Honor, f couldn't hear the question.

Okay. I'II be sure to talk real }oud.

Thank you.

You were very emphatic t,hat you didn't, you were not

nds with Crystal and Scott Suggs.

a
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fr
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No. I met them through Ms. Barnett.

But you had them over to your house at least five times?

But, weII, that's absolutely correct in that they were

present five times, but I didn't have them over. Ms.

tt and Mr. Suggs worked together, they were acquaintances

several years at the park, and my ex-wife would invite the

e over.

Okay. So it's her fault that these people that you're not

fr s with came over?

I wouldn't say it was her fault, but if you're a married

Mr. Tinsley, and your r+ife asked you to do something and

want to stay happily married, you comply.
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Okay. And you testified about your first rnarriage ending

tough divorce. Scott and Crystal Suggs didn,t have

ng to do with that?

Not that f'm aware of, Dor sir.

They weren't parties to it or anything like that?

Not that I'm aware of.

Okay. !ilel.l., you participated in the divorce?

Absolutely. All five yeare of it.

Okay. Now, this trespass notice, Flaintiff's Exhibit

r L.

Sure.

fs that date accurate, May 26th of 2Ql4?

f'm sure it is, yes.

Memorial Day?

I'm actually sure it is, if that's Memorial Day.

So you, rather than enjoying a holiday, you're sending out

spass notices on Memorial Day?

l{e11, Mr. Tinsley, I'm a maxillofacial oncologist,

rdays, Sundays, holidays don't make any difference. My

ialty is children, and when children need me, f go to work.

Okay. So ---
I've done it my whole life.

Okay. So you work ---
f'm answering your guestion, counselot, if you' d give me

a moment.
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I wiII.

I left McCormick High School. in 1981, f started the

caL CoJ.lege of Georgia in the HOP program j.n 1.984, didn,t

to go to college before there. A11 three of my medical

ees are from the Medical College of Georgia and if you, re

dicine and you specialize in children, you work.

Okay.

ha

IN

o
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ho

And days of the week, Saturday, makes no

Okay. You're working seven days a week,

days, is that correct?

AbsoluteIy.

Alright. But you can take time off from

sure that a trespass notice gets put out

What children am f taking time off from,

difference.

not taking

the children to

on a holiday?

and f'm not

A

o

ma

A

0

he

A

my

a

a1 to ask questions, f apologlze. 9lhat children am I

ta ing time off from?

fr

I guess the children you just testified that you $rere

ing on that holiday and every other holiday.

!{e11, to qualify my statements, specifically, if you're in

ine of work, you're on call 24/7 .

Okay. Alright. So you do think that you took a break

working to make sure this trespass notice got drafted on

rial Day?

A I{ell , Idon'tknow, it's dated that day, f don't know if

f get up early in the morning ---
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Okay.

--- and it could have been done, it could have been

ted on the 25th, finished on the 26th.

Okay. Started on the 26th, finished on the 27th?

No, sir. That'd be inaccurate because it would have the

on it.

Okay. Okay.

But it would not be the first time that f've taken a

o

A

do t, started on it, and said, you know what, f'm going to

away from this a }it,tle bit and come back and finish it

r.

Okay. You have no affidavit of service or certificate of

ce for this document?

I have s$rorn testimony of Kelly Barnett.

Okay. You couldn't tell this Court when it was served?

She couldn't tell you the minute, but she could tell you

day.

Okay. Do you know what day it was served?

I don't, f didn't serve it.

So you just don't know when it was served?

lilell, f know what Ms. Barnett said. Again, and f'm not,

been asked by the Court not to say what somebody else

, but I was advised by the sheriff not, or the sheriff's

f deputy not to serve i.t myself, have someone else serve
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o

A

a

A

Okay.

And we compt.ied with those tecommendations.

l{hy didn't you have one of the deputies serve it?
t{e11, r,rhy, if the chief deputy of the county says have

s else serve it, it doesn't need to be a deputy, why

I do that?

o Why in the world rouJ.d a deputy not serve process for

rather than the county?

A f don't have an anslrer for that, f don't know why a

s server doesn't gerve process, and I'm certainly not a

yt Itm not law enforcement, but I was given

ions by the chief law enforcement of this county

use the sheriff was ill and he was out, and f followed

directions.

a Okay. So are you familiar with the way people are

rally put on trespass notice?

I'm not. I haven't had to place many people on trespass

ce in my lifetime.

But you have some?

f have this one and f think one other.

Okay. Did you use a deputy for the other one?

No.

Okay. So you don't send the paperwork to the deputy,

's a aopy of it and y'all go get them served?

f've never done that.
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Okay. Okay. Now,

o on June the L9th,

ing?

98

you testified that when you made this

you lrere looking for your children that

On June the 19th of what year?

2014.

2014r 1l€s.

The video lre just looked at?

Wellr y€s. I got up, as f testified, got up that morning,

dren vrere gone, started making phone caLls to a variety of

cies, got a variety of advice and then some of that advice

make a video.

Alright. So are you testifying that you didn't know where

children were when you made that video?

No. f had located them by the time f made that video.

Okay, You had?

Yes.

Alright. Alright. So you knew they were safe?

No, they weren't safe, f didn't know they were safe.

Okay. Alright. Now, do you have any photographs of this

damage?

No, not presently, no.

Okay. Do you have any video of this gate damage?

I do not. I take that back, counselor, I have the, I,d

tor, in discovery f asked fot a photograph of the vehicle
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a
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't know that you provided it for me, but somebody provided

dent in their vehicle.

Is that a picture of the gate or video of the gate?

It's a picture of the vehicle that hit the gate.

I{ell, how do you know where any dent

Itm sorry.

--- in any vehicle came from?

ftm sorry, your question ls?

How do you know where a dent in any automobile came

Because that's what we asked for. l{e asked for damage in

interrogatories and reguest to produce, we asked for the

that was sustained by the vehicle, and that's what we

provided ---
Okay.

--- was the picture of the vehicle with the damage.

Okay. Alright,. You just t,alked about the discovery

and that a photograph was turned over by either counsel

Suggs or Ms. Suggs. And f'm going to let you look

this document and see if it's an accurate depiction of

lre

a

A

o

fo

th

A

a

s

Mr.

response received from the Suggs.

This is one of them, y€s.

Okay. And nurnber 2 on page L references t,he photograph

're tal.king about, right?

I'm not sure. I apologize. We go the picture thatA
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Tt speaking of in discovery, but I do not know if this
fic statement references that photograph.

9{ould you read the statement?

Sure. Absolutely. ft says photographs of the Srnith

rty and damage of Defendant Crystal Suggs, SUV from

king a pole on the Smith property.

Okay. ft doesn't say anything about swiping a gate on

property?

No, it certainly does not.

And the Smiths, were those neighbors or one-time neighbors

A

a

of

A They're noE next-door neighbors, they're two neighbors

s?

Okay. But all on Highway 7 there?

On Highway 7r y€s.

Okay. And initially, you told your ex-wife that you had

on video coming onto your property at night on the 18th,

+)

Ilhat ex? I'm sorry. l{hich ex-wife are vre, f apologize, I

two ex-wives.

9fe're talking about the first one, the one you lrere having

tions with.

I'm sorry?

The first one.
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?HE COURT: Alright. Counselor, you can rephrase the

101.

p

ye

a

rty caught by my storage buildings, y€e, of her vehicle,

Okay. That doesn't have anything to do with t,he

?

I, I don't know Lf it does or not.

You have no evidence that it does?

9fell, f, actually, f apologize, counselor, f J,earned

gh the investigation ---
MR. TINSLEY: I'n going to object to anything he

from any investigation.

MR. PEIL: Your Honor, if I may? He asked him the

tion. He asked if it had anything to do with it. He's

that door wide open.

THE COURT: The question was you didn,t have any

to show that his first ex-wife was involved wlth the

e?

MR. TINSLEY: If there was any tie because he

tly said that she ---
THE COURT: Okay. .

MR. TINSLEY: --- trespassed the same night.

THE COURT: Okay. And you started -- let rne ask

11 a quick question.

(Off the record. )
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MR. TINSTEY: Okay. I think we,ve t,ouched on it
f'11 move on.

So the, when did this cell phone tower get removed on the

rty?

I don't recall.

llas it still there back in June of 2014?

f don't recall..

Okay. So you don't know when the last time people vrere

ng to do any maintenance or anything on it, was?

I don't, recall

Okay. When the cell phone company would come out there,

they have pretty big trucks that come out there and use

road?

Yes. That's why there's a separate road. The main

rance to the office is concrete and some of the vehicles,

cane out to erect the tower and decommission the tower,

t d break the concrete on it, so...

Okay.

That's why there vras a separate road put in place in

ance with the

Okay. And ---
I was responsible for putting in the road.

Alright. $lhen you showed this video where there appears

potential tracks vhere somebody went around the gate on
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(Nonverbal response).

Is that a yes?

Yes, correct, yes.

Then there's a mark with the, it,s a mud spinout, the mark

fn my yard? Yes, y€er or both at the gate and in my

Okay. So you had to resod both areas?

No. f didn't resod by the gate. f just resodded in the

Alright. And that's the only spot, that spot we saw in

video?

Ifell, f ended up doing, and f didn't realize it at the

r os you are well atrare, counsel, we didntt take

itions in this case until December of 2023, you were

Okay.

And that's when I learned that the Defendants had been on

property two nights in a ron.

Okay. So when did you see this video that you just played

o

A

t

o

da .fune 17th of 20L4?

ftm sorry, I didn't

lfhen did you first look at this video from June 17th of

that you just submitted into evidence?

There's two videos in evldence, f apologize, if you
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tell me which video you're referring to, I may be able to

you.

The survei.llance vi.deo, for lack of a better term, not the

that you took walking down the road?

Okay. The surveillance video I didn, t find until after

deposition.

Okay, So some nine and a half years J.ater?

That's correct.

And you still had it accessible?

Absolutely. Had to take the hard drive out of lhe unit

it was in because the unit was fried, I had to take the

drive out and put it in a new unit to generate that.

Okay. And you never seen it until December of this year?

Didn't know until the depositions, until December, I'm

y, not December of this year, December of this year hasn't

red yet,.

December of last year?

December of '23, in depositions we found out they'd been

the Defendants had been to my home twj-ce. And once f found

out, that's when we started looking.

You were able to access this video that you had not seen

nine and a half years?

After a great deal of difficulty and buying a new machine,

acing the hard drive, countless hours on the phone talking

xperts because I'm not a computer person and I thought you

so
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t
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A

o

Ii plate's been covered, if I'm not mistaken based on my

And that video doesn't show any kind of license plate?

r think it shows a license plate. To my recollection that

,

pay somebody to do that kind of work, but obviously, you

ew of the video.

Alright. But you can't get the license plate number off
t, the tag number?

Again, it's been, based on my review of the vj.deo, based

of

A

on review of the video, the two people that are in that

are hooded up, they're obviously trying to hide

ves and the license plate on the vehicle is covered.

So like you testified on the record; you can't tell who it

f'm sorry?

Like you testified on direct examination, you canrt teII

it is?

You cannot teII who it is.

I don't have any further questions. Please ansvrer any

tions Ms. Merrill has.

CROSS EXNMNTATIOIT

. MERRILL:

Now, you just testified about discovering this video from

2074, you discovered it in Decernber of 2023, is that

v
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Ma'am, if you could step just a litt,Ie bit closer, I,ll do

to hear your f'm sorry.

So you discovered this video from June 2014 in Decenber of

is that right?

f'm so sorry, I apologLze, can you speak up just a litt,leA

bi

0

f

sa ?

The video from June of 2074 that we just watched, you did

discover that until December of '23, is that what you're

A Again, as I told Mr. Tinsley, there's two videos, if you

teIl me which video your referring ---

The surveillance video.

The surveillance video was discovered after we found out

o

A

o

Ln deposition where to look and what date to look on.

So on June L9th of 2014, you told your ex-wife, your

dren's mot,her t,hat you had surveillance video of her

ng up the children, did you not?

May f, it looks like ---

Yes, y€s, let me show this to your counsel. real

MS. MERRILL: Your Honor, may I approach?

THE COURT: Yeah.

If you could just read that first

Sure, yeah.

Right here.
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A Yes. This is the storage building video is what this is
in erence to. And I apologize, counselor, but I'm not sure

if 've seen this exhibtt from what's been labeled as

P tiff's Exhibit 3, but there,s multiple businesses as Mr.

I pointed out on the property, t,he video camera that you're

rring to is here at the storage buildings.

Okay.

The video that is here is on the corner of this shop,

re close to half a mile apart.

Okay. But let me ask you a question then, you do agree

me that on June 19th of 20t4 at 4:11 arn, you wrote your

t ex-wlfe, your children's mother a nessage that said you

surveillance camera footage showing her, your ex-wife,

ing up the children that night?

No. I may have written that, but f don't have that, what

is a picture of her car and her tag ---
Okay.

--- that was caught on a video.

Okay. Would you agree with me you wrote and toLd her that

east on this day?

If I can read it again, f' Il

Certainly.

If that,'s what it says that's what it says. This is an

A

I

o

A

o

at

A

o

A
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t ftom f'n assuning Fanily Court t ot rnaybe in this Court,

10?
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o

A

o

THE COURT: It's an emai.I, I thought, it was

ft's messages between you and your former wife.

f'm sorry, f was refening to the exhibit, is ---
No. It just has that sticker on it, but it's not, an

it in this case.

This case, okay, f apologize. So this is, thatrs what it

It says my surveillance camera showed, show you picking

A

sa

t
o

uP the children after bedtime last night. Under the Court

t I you will be getting the children for suruner visitat,ion

on ,June 23td, please voluntarily return the children

iately, thank you in advance for your cooperation. Yes,

t's what, it says, that's what it reads.

T'

Okay. And you agree with me it's sent on.Tuly, excuse me,

19th, 2014 at 4:11 am? And f'm looking for, right there.

Matam, I apologize, Itm not contradicting yoo, but maybe

reading this rrrong, but that says 11:49 am.

I believe it's the hourr eo 1L:49 am, okay, but it's that

ning of .Iune 19th of 2014, right?

At 11:49 an.

Okay. So ---
Midday, lunchtime.

Gotcha. Okay.

MS. MERRfLL: Beg the Court's indulgence one

A

o

mo

A

o

A

o
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o Now, in .Tune of 20L4, you lived at your home, is that

t? You were living in this home that you referenced, you

living there in June of 2014?

f'm just making sure f understand your question. I
I'm trying to figure out who all was living there at the

. It was you?

Me. June?

of 20t4?

Of 20t4. My children, oy wife, that testified earlier,

Barnett.

Okay. And that' s the four people who lj,ved there at the

on ,June of 20L4, is that right?

That's the four people, two dogs, and the goat, y€s.

Okay. And then as far as the cell tower goes, did that

include permission for the company to use that road

AbsoluteIy.

--- that you built?

Absolutely, it did.

Okay.

Yes. They had, it was their Lock on the gate and whoever

d come would unlock the gate and come up and do what they

to do. I mean, they did it routinely. And they had to

4-hour access because of powet outages and a variety of

, but they never drove around the gate, f think is what

ri
f.tg
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A
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're trying to get, at. There was no need for them to drive

cl the gate, they had a key.

o And the day you made that video, so on June lgth, there's

no closeup shots of this damage that you,re alleging at the

ga , is that

A No.

o Okay.

A

a Okay. And you don't routinel.y check that gate for damage,

do

No

?

A

o

ne

A

o

A

o

A

No, I dontt,.

And I noticed in that video you took on .fune 19th, I

' t see any no trespassing signs, but you mentioned they

posted. 9llhere are they posted?

Again, which video are ere speaking of?

The one you took, the walking down Ehe road, .Iune 19t,h?

Yes. The video doesn't show it, but if you look, if

're on the property as we speak todayr in fact I can show

right here.

lfell, Iet's talk about June 2014. lfhere ]rere the no

spassing signs in ,June of 20L4?

Right there. There's a pole, when the power goes up to

cell tower, there's a pole right there and on that, about

t feet off the gtound is no trespassing. Same thing onei



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

I

9

10

11

t2

13

14

15

16

t?

18

19

20

2t

22

23

24

25

o

s

A

o

A

A

t

111

And that ls to the, is that, and Irm sorry, Irm trying to
where you're pointing, is that to the right of the road?

That is the north, that is nort,h on Highway 7, this is the

end of the property.

Okay.

And do you mind if I use the bigger, the blow up?

MR. PEfl: ft's right here, here you go.

f apologLze, counselor, but with me showing you and

this wdlr the jury's not getting any benefit of this at

aI The power llne to this ceII tower, which was located

the shop, the power line went up by this road between

t property line and the ceII tower road that I had to put in

AS rt of the lease. And the no trespassing sign is on that

a

a

A

fi t pole off of Highway 7, naybe 25 feet off of the

lt.

Okay.

And there's also one on this corner, there's one on this

there's one on this corner, on every corner of this

yt or all four corners of the property there,s a

sing sign.t
o

A

o

,

rt

Okay. Thank you.

Thank you.

But you agree with me on that June 19th video, the video

you nade, the second one ve watched, you don't see a no

3,r

sing si.gn, do you?
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It is not captured in the video, it, s there, it's been

for years, and unfortunately, paint doesnrt last like it
to, you have to replace them nor.r. So every 10 years or so

have to get up, take them out, put new ones on, that kind

ng.

MS. MERRILL: Beg the Courtrs indulgence one moment.

rther guestions, thank you.

THE COURT: Redirect.

MR. PEIL; Yes, Your Honor. I asked madame clerk to
pr t a document, may I retrieve it?

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. PEIL: Alright. I'm going to show opposing

sel.

REDIRECT EENlnSElrION

BY PEII:

o A1right. Dr. Lagroon, you testified that you could not

r when exactly it was that the cell tower was

sioned, is that correct?

That is correct.

Do you recall being involved in litigation related to that

tovrer and the decommissioning?

f do, y€sr sir.

Alright. l{ould it refresh your memory to look at the

aint you filed in that act,ion to figure out when that

terminated, and the cell tohrer was deconunissioned?I
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If it is in that, if it,rs in that document.

Alright.

MR. PEIL: Your Honor, may I approach?

?HE COURT: Yes, sir.

Alright. Please review this document with particular

ention to page 2. I'rn not asking you to read that to the

. Does reviewing this document refresh your memory as to

the decommissioning of the cell tower occurred? Do f need

epeat the question, sir?

If you don't, mind.

Alright. So my question was is reviewing this document,

s a yes or no question, does reviewing this document aid you

efreshing your memory as to when the cell tower was

sioned?

Yes.

Alright. Now, having reviewed this document, do you

I when it was that the cell tower $ras decorunissioned on

r property?

Yes.

And what date was that?

It says on or around February of 20t4.

Alright. And so to be clear, when that cell tower was

ssioned did anyone from the cell tower company have an

t or any contractual right Eo enter upon your property?

A

o

at
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0 So after February of 20t4, several months prior to this
20L4 incident, would anyone from the cell tower company

entered your property for any reason?

They would not have, and they didn,t have a key at that

t.

Alright. So in June, 20t4, the cell tower was gone?

Yes.

Do you remember that happening?

That's correct. Now, upon reviewing this document.

Alright,. And then Ehere were no people coming ln or out

he propert,y relat,ed to t,he cell tower for any reason?

The cell tower had been decommissioned, the lease was

nated, it was done.

Now, we're using this word decommissioned, it's 9ot,

ically speaking the giant cell to$rer that was there, it

t,here no more, correct?

Correct.

Alright.

That'9 correct.

So all that was left was the grass, is that correct?

Yeah. Decorunissioned is a word that was used by the cell
company, and basically, they said, we're abandoning,

abandoning this idea. t{e're going to put, up a satellite

holds these, and that's what is in the area nolrl and that,s

ha
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near your storage units, is that comect?

A It was caught on the video surveillance of the storage

o Do you recall from reviewing the video, now of the two

vl f'm talking about the .fune 17th surveiLlance video, what

o

c

A

o

t
A

o

A

a

th

A

o

Ca

A

a

Arright. Now, r berieve you were asked some questions on

about Rebecca Lagroon, your first ex-wife?

Conect.

And I believe you testified you had some pictures of her

of vehlcle was being driven in that video ---
It was a white ---

--- was it, Itm sorry, go ahead, f cut you off.
It was a white Cadillac Escalade.

Alright. And you can see the words Cadillac clearly from

video?

Yesr sir.

Did Rebecca Lagroon, your first ex-wife drive a white

llac Escalade in 2014?

No.

Alright.

MR. PEII: No further questions, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Any recross?

MR. TINSLEY: Alright.

nEcRogg EEeilntlaroN
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And you, this document that you used to refresh your

y, that's a lawsuit that you filed against various cell
companies for causing damage at your ovrn property?

Yes and no.

lrlas that part of it?

It's part of it, but it's not all of it.
Okay.

MR. UNSLEY: No further questions.

TllE COURT: Ms. Merrill, dDy additional cross?

MS. !,IERRILt: No, thank you.

THE COURT: Alright. The witness may step down.

MR. TAGROON: Thank you, Judge. Your Honor, I've got

of paper here and f don't want

THE COURT: Yeah. Let,s

MR. LAGROON: I don't want to ---
THE COURT: Alright.

MR. LAGROON: I don't want to upset this young lady.

THE COURT: Everything else, you can leave there.

MR. LAGROON: Okay. I don't like Court reporters mad

MR. PEIL: My next wj.tness is Deputy Scott Lewis. I
cipate his testimony will be about a minute long.

THE COURT: Okay.

CLERK: Scott lewis. Mr. Lewis, if you will please

your right hand, place your left hand on the Bible. The

A

o

A

o

a

an

at



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

2t

L2

13

L4

1.5

16

L?

18

19

20

22

23

24

25 ef . You served Crystal Suggs in this matter?

117

you should give the Court and jury upon t,he trial of

s case shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

truth so help you God?

MR. LEWIS: Correct.

THE COURTT I'm sorry, I took your chair. you don't

ha to stand.

Dtngc! EaDrtlNiltlos

BY . PEIL:

How are you doing, sir?

Fine.

I think you stated your name but stat,e your name for the

0

again.

A Scott tewis.

Scott Lewis. 9lhat is it you do for a living, sir?

I am Assistant Division Director with the Department of

o

A

ions; f've been there for 38 years.

o You've been there 38 years. As part of your job, do you

imes independently serve papers on people?

I do.A

o Alright,. Now, in this particular case, Dr. tagroon filed

, did he hire you to serve the papers on the Defendants in9U

s case?

A

A

o

o

Correct.

Alright. Now, f think you filed an affidavit to Ehat
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Yes.

Alright. And you served Scott Suggs?

Correct.

Alright. Now, there's little technicalities of legality

, but I mean, who did you physically hand the paperwork

ff I remember correctly, f believe it was to him.

To hin meaning Scott Suggs?

Correct.

Alright. Did !lr. or ltlrs. Suggs say anything to you on

t day when you served the papers to them?

At first no, she continued to look at me and I guess she

zed who I was and as f was walking off ---
Let me intemupt you. You sal.d recognize ---
She knows me previously from working at the

Alright.

So ---
f had met her at the bank one time.

So you lrere familiar wlth who they were?

Yes.

Okay. I'm sorry I intenupted you.

So as I went to walk off , she made some cornrnents to me, to

late the situation I just went ahead and left frorn there,
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And r know r want to be porite, but she made some comments

u?

Correct. Do you want me to state the actual verbiage?

Let's do our best to maybe bleep it out if we have to.

As I was walking off, Scott Lewisr !ou, re nothing but a

, piece of, you hear me, you're a POS. And I just Eurned

walked off and got in rny vehicle and left.

AIright.

MR. PEIL: No further questions, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Cross examination?

MR. TINSLEY: Judge, I'm renewing what I did

rehand, that's not an admission, I think that should be

cken from the record.

MR. PEIL: Your Honor, it's a statement of a party

ted to this lawsuit after she received service paperwork

Dr. Lagroon.

THE COURT: Actually, it was, I'm sorry?

MR. PEII: 9{e could have a sidebar, but

THE COURT: Yeah, we'Ll, do that. Hold on one second.

(Of f the record. )

THE COURT: Alright. We went to cross. And the

s of your objection is what again?

MR. TINSLEY: RuIe 401, relevance

THE COURf: Yeah.

MR. TINSTEY: --- 403, unfair prejudice ---

an

a

be

st

re
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THE COURT: Okay. I,m going to make a little bit
record on this, So I,m going to send the jury back to the

room. Please don't discuss the case, f,1l get you back

here as soon as possible, okay? please donrt discuss the

A

(Jurors exiting Courtroom. )

THE COURT: Alright. Mr. Suggs, yes, you rnay use the

troom, just steer clear of the jury room. Alright. The

ection was under Rule 401 and 403. The testimony r.ras that

n Mr. tewis here served, I think, t,he sunmons and the

ca

ju

ou

WI

r

Iaint on the Defendants that Ms. Suggs responded, you're a

essentially, correct?,

MR. PEIL: That's correct. If I nay?

THE COURT: Yeah. And his objection hras essentially

t it was inflammatory in violation of f guess 401 and 403.

does this prove or not prove whether a trespass occurred?

MR. PEIL: WeIl, it doesn't. It has nothing to do

h the trespass, it has everything to do with punitive

s in this case. I submitted prior to t,his case

THE COUR?: But the only way you get the punitive

ges is through trespass ---
MR. PEIL: That's correct.

THE COURT: so they have to be somewhat
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THE COURT: I mean, the fact that a person just

thetical, did something infLammatory or maLicious separate

apart from trespass, f don,t think a green light should be

ing to punitive damages. Another witness in this case

d have hit the Plaintiff on the side of the head in a

ry store and called him a jerk, that wouldnrt, necessarily

f'm just making up an exanple, but f'm jusE, now,

rial, or at least before we started the reference lras made

it was essentially a statement against interest, a

ement against interest by a party opponenE, which would

rwise be admissible, but there wasn't any sort of adrnission

iability or anything in that stat,ement which tends to show

this did or did not happen so ---
MR. PEIL: If I may, just

?HE COURT: Yeah. Make your record, y€Sr sir.
MR. PEIL: f mean, I submitted proposed juror

ructions prior to this and the test for punitive damages is

ssness signifies, and I'm reading directly from the

jury charges, recklessness is a conscious indifference

rights of the Plaintiff or a reckless disregard for the

ts of the Plaintiff. Recklessness is an awareness of

gful conduct and a continuation to act regardless of

equences. In this case, t,his woman was being served by a

server a ]awsuit from Dr. Lagroon, certified law

$t

en
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of in this case 1s higher for punitive damages and requires

t-

r and convincing evidence. And so in this case, yourre

r going to prove it from a video or something like that, I
to find testimony, f need to find acts of these

viduals. ft's not hearsay because itrs a statement of a

y, she can always take the stand and say Scott Lewis is

of it, I never said that to him. But it does go to show

inuation to act regardless of consequences.

THE COURT: And refresh my memory, what is the date

service of process in this case?

MR. PEIL: I don't know t,he dat,e; it would have been

time after it was f iled in 201? .

MS. MERRILLz Tf I may, Your Honor, just because f,m

ing the affidavit of service it appears it was July 2i.st,

, but there is only an affidavit of service that Scott

s was served, it does not reference Crystal Suggs. And the

k and I were looking, but we can't find the affidavit of

ice that indicates Crystal Suggs was served.

THE COURT: Okay. WelI, the bottom line is that was

years and, it's not three years, two years

MR. TINSLEY: Three years and a month, Your Honor,

're exactly right.

THE COURT: But it was within a hundred ---
MR. TINSLEY.' Yeah, that's right.

THE COURT: I caught myself. The service of
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cess occurred approximately three years and one month after
incident in this case. Any other record from you on this,
Tinsley?

MR. TINSLEY: No, your Honor, I think it, s, f think

ve been pretty ---
THE COURT: Alright. I sustain the objection. If

t's the only testimony l,rn going to hear, f find that it is
lammatory, f'm sua sponte striking it from the record. I

't think that's something for the jury to determine, I think

t's, invites undo prejudice toward a party t,hat t,hey called,

ba on his testimony, called a process server, a member of

enforcement a POS, that's just what the testimony said. It
nothing to do with whether the trespass occurred or did not

r three years and one month earlier, so f, II tell the jury

t that's my ruling on that. fn light of that, we,II

tinue with cross exarnination.

MR. TINSLEY: I don't have any cross examination.

THE COURT: WelI, I need you to say that on the

ord. Ms. Merri11, do you anticipate any cross examination?

MS. MERRILL: f don't, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. fs that your last w5.t,ness, by the

MR. PEIL: That's the last witness.
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(Jury entering Courtroom. )

THE COUR?: Alright. Mr. Foreman, Ladies and

lemen, welcome back. I'ilhen we left, direct examination had

finished with this witness, we pivoted to cross

tion. Counsel for Mr. Suggs made an objection based

st

previous testimony. I have sustained that, objection, Irm

striking the Eestirnony that you heard regarding a

ement made by a party in this case, I've struck it from the

al

re , I don't find it's relevant and it's not for you to

r in any way 5.n your role as a jury during this case.

ot,her cross examination Mr. Tinsley?

MR, TINSTEY: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: MS. Mcrrill?

MS. MERRILT: No cross examination, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Any redirect?

MR. PEIL: None from the Plaintiff, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Alright. The witness is excused. Any

r witnesses?

MR. PEII: No other witnesses, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Are you resting?

MR. PEft: I, I made this mistake once, let me make

I have the exhibits into evidence prior to resting.

THE COURT: Okay. tfell, do so notr.

MR. PEfL: Yeah. ff you don' t mind, may f retrieve

tL6
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THE COURT: Yes, sir.
MR. PEIL: Ile can confer, but f believe tendered into

are exhibits l, 3, 6, and 7.

TtlE COURT: Okay. Does the Defense counsel concur?

MR. TINSTEY: That is my understanding ---
THE COURT: Alright.

MR. TfNSIEY: --- and recol,l,ection as well, your

THE COURT: Alright,.

!,tR. PEIL: lrfith that, the Plaintiff rests, Iour

THE COURT: Alright. Very weII. The Plaintiff has

re ed their case, and now, f have to talk about additional

j
s with the attorneys. I' n going to send you back to the

room again, but f'11 get you back out here shortly, okay?

di

k you. Please don't discuss the case.

(.fury exiting Courtroom. )

THE COURT: Anything from counsel?

MR. TINSLEY: Judge, I would make a motion for a

cted verdict.

THE COURT: Alright. lilhat's the basis?

MR. TINSLEY: A1right. The elements to prove a

pass are the Plaintiff must present evidence whicht

ishes ntntber L, that he was in legal possession of the

ty, nurnber 2, that the Defendant voluntarily entered upon
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Plaintiff's property, and number 3, that such entry hras

without the Plaintiff's permission. Number 1, the deed

stairs which in deed book 203 at page 86 ---
THE COUR?: Now, is that in evidence?

MR. PEfL: that is not in evidence, your Honor.

MR. TfNSLEY: I would ask the Court to take judicial

ice of what the Court record is.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. TINSTEY: ft shows that he deeded the property

Sunny D.y, LLC in 2006, and I heard no testimony from him

t, about any time between and him and Sunny Day, tLC, so

fHE COURT: f also didn't hear anything about it on

c ss examination.

t26

MR. IINSLEY: Correct. I mean, I think he's got to

ish his, the elements rather than, rather than me havlng

obligation to either help him establish it or ---
THE COURT: Well, I thought he t,estified he owned the

rty, did he not?

MR. TINSLBY: That's what his testimony was.

THE COURT: Okay. WeIl, f mean, fair enough, but

got sworn testimony that he says he owns the property, and

't, hear anything on cross examination anything to refute

Yes, it's his burden, but f mean, he told me he owned

n
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MR. TINSLEY: I would just say I think the Court can

ta judicial notice of a deed that, s in the county record.

Bu then to the second element that the Defendant voluntary

ered upon the Pl-aintiff's property. He, s got this video

t pops up after ni.ne and a half years that on the face of it
not near as clear as what he tried to testify t,o. you can,t

1 any license plate nurnber; you canrt tel} who it is. My

en

ent wasr |ou know, just very adamant that he was not, did

set foot on that property either night. And then the third
t that such entry was made without the Plaintiff, s

ssion, he testified that he put them on trespass notice,

the Court has seen, I mean, that's flimsy and I understand

re just looking at the existence of evidence at this point.

THE COURT: Yeah. I mean ---
MR. ?INSLEY: But there's no signed trespass notice,

affidavit of service, so I would say he's failed in his

n to prove that my client has trespassed onto real

rty to where a rational jury could hold him responsible

that. And then f 'd also, to go ahead and prot,ect my

rd, would make, would move for directed verdict on punitive

ges. f understand that nominal damagesr Vou know, are a

ng in trespass and to establish punitives, the Plaintiff
t show that my client acted willfully, wantonly t ot reckless

di ard !o the Plaintiff's rights. And herer ds far as f can
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ue of the gate, saw no video, no photographs, anything

roborating that. The testimony hras it did $j.,500.00 to

700.00 worth of repair tops and that he had to resod this
little arear so that, your actual damages are basicarly

hing as far as I'm concerned. And it brings up some

stitutionar issues and it wourd address that a rittre bit in

t pretrial brief we subrnitted yesterday. The Mack case in

court of Appeals in 1995 said that there can be no punitive

s without actual damages and then if you look at the

St te Farm and lhe BMW of North America versus Gore cases from

U.S. Supreme Court you realIy, and I know that that gets

].n the reasonableness of the punitives, but there, s got to be

a

do

a

he

ie to actual damages, the Courts are clear on that. So I

't think they've established the willfulness, vrantonness,

r or recklessness as well as the actual damages are so small

I would ask the Court to direct the verdict on the issue

of punitive damages if the Court let's

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. TINSLEY: --- the trespass go to the jury.

THE COURT: Okay. Ms. Merrill, are you adopting Mr.

sley's arguments as well?

MS. MERRILT: I Brnr Your Honor. And I would just add

far as demonstrating that it was my client present, there, s

f mean, f believe he testified you can't telt who is in

t car and maybe, f mean, he's alleging that it's Mr. Suggs
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t gets out, supposedry, but you can't see in the car or tell

's driving it and there's no proof that this is her car. so

hlnk on that second element I just want to add that, and

, I adopt his argument on the rest of it.
THE COURT: Like there is video of one person, but

re's not a video to confirm the presence of another.

MS, MERRfll: l{ell, f nean, it,s cl.ear Lhat somebody

e1 is driving ---

THE COURT: Somebody' s dri.ving.

MS. I,IERRLI,L: Somebody's driving the car. I guess in

ory t,he driver could have gotten, you know, slid over to the

pa senger's side and walked out of the passenger's side, but by

rh Plaintiff's own testimony, you can't tell who is driving.

I think the only way he can rnaybe slightly link it to

tal Suggs is, oh, she drives a car similar to that, but

re's no license plate noting that, there's no proof of what

An

Cr

ki

ra

S

of car she owned at that time or anything else that

cts that.

THE COURT: Okay. Mr. Peil?

MR. PEIL: f'11 be brief, Your Honor. You know the

rd for a motion for a directed verdict is that no

ional juror could find for the Plaintiff in the case.

re's insufficient evidence that to submit it to the jury,

no raLional juror can find for the Plainti tt if Ehey had

their burden on this particular case. I called Scott Suggs

t

me
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the stand first and confirmed he is the owner with his wife,

stal Suggs, of a white Escalade and that he wal.ks with a

1 . we have video showing a white Escalade and a man walking

w1 h a limp, getting out of that Escalade on June 1.7th, 20L4

w a trespass occurred. Dr. Lagroon testified he owned the

rty, and I would note that the standard for trespass does

reguire that the owner of the property have a simple title.
s is why if someone breaks into your house when you, re a

ter, you can also charge them with trespass. Any sort of,

word used in the statute is possession. And so in this

, w€'ve met all of the elements where a rational juror

Id by a preponderance of the evidence, again, the lowest

s ndard seeing that the Defendants in this case, Scott and

stal Suggsr cin€ onto his property without permission in the

Le of the night at lL pil, clearly not there, passed the no

ssing signs and caused damage. Now, I want to talk about

s issue of nominal damages versus actual damages.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. PEIL: Nominal damages are exactly that, nomj.nal

ges is when a Plaintiff takes the stand and testifies there

1S no damage, but a torte occurred. And there's a jury

truction for t,hat that I've submitted to the Court. That's

La

a. IIar, 910.00, maybe a hundred doIlars. In thi.s case, Dr

roon provided actual. testimony based upon his knowledge,

ormation, and experience as to what it costs to actually
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r ir the items that were damaged on his property. He had a

ine shop, he has expertise in this area, he went into quite

il about, f forget the word he used, the disposabLe goods

hat gras the word ---
THE COURT: Consumables.

MR. LAGROON: Consumables.

MR. PEfL: Consurnabl.es, consurnable goods vexsus

rs and he put a price tag based on something that was

in his ken of knowledge and he said $1,500.00 to 91.,700.00

the reasonable repair costs. He also wasn't going Eo lie

he jury, he is a do it yourselfer, he didn't hire some

ractor to come in and do it, he suffered actual damage, he

to pay for these materials but quantifying them doesn't

necessarily an j.nvoice. The Defendants are trying to hoLd

to a beyond a reasonabLe doubt standard. There is enough

ma

de

or

ot

wi

wa

to

h
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ha

ha

e with that video and the limping, a woman driving, and Mr.

gs' own testimony that they drive a white Cadillac

THE COURT: A person driving.

MR. PEIL: Yeah.

THE COURT: f don't know if you can see a riroman

dr ang.

at

MR. PEIL: A person driving t,hat a trespass occurred

least on June 1?th of 20L4. Now, regarding specifically the

ue of punitive damages, note that several times I tried to

roduce evidence about the maliciousness of this. And I

is

1n
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rstand the Court's position, I,m not relitigating that

is u€r but sorneone does not show up on yout property at 11 ptn,

they've been to that property five times prev5.ous, pull

und into a dark area and Load up trash bags if they are

come there unress they are potentiarry trying to sneak onto

t property.' f think an average juror can be, you can very,

y safely say this was a willful and reckl.ess act t.hat lras

e clandestinely, they clearly did not, this isn, t the

idental trespass where f accidentally put a sprinkler head,

oot over my neighbor's yard, I'm not being malicious. These

Ie came onto the property intentionally under cover of

ht to try and abscond with possessions. I think if nothing

eI e, f mean, we've established by clear and convincing

that we're entitled to punitive damages. I think it

ld be error for this Cour to direct a verdict on that.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. PEIL: Thank you.

THE COURT: Anything in response? Or rather reply,

me.

MR. TINSLEY: Counsel for the Plaintiff does point

it's a clear and convincing standard on the punitive

es aspect and their whole proof is that he had a white,

hi wife had a white Cadilac Escalade and this car, I don't, it
Id be a white Escalade, but it may not be looking at that

a
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t
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k they've met the burden to get that punitive damages

, there's a lot of people with Lirnps so f just, f don't

to the jury.

1.33

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. TINSLEY: Thank you.

THE COURT: Ms. Merrill, anything else?

MS. MERRfI,I,: ?he only thing f want to add is the

ntiff testified that he was deeded the property in 1985,

just so we can put it as a Court's exhibit or our exhlbit

the parties' argument, the deed that shows that he act,ually

P1

fo

of

to

it t,o a company in 2006 just so we could make a record

MR. PEII: f wouLd absolutely object to that, Your

. ?hat deed is not in evidenC€r I thought they were going

ke an issue, f was prepared ---
THE COURT: Well, wait a minute, they still, wait a

e now. Iile've just finished the Plaintiff's case, I mean,

can still put up a case if you so desire, I mean, you know,

we' not shutting down here. So ---
MS. MERRIII: And I'n just asking for lt to be a

exhibit as part of the record for this argument, not

THE COURT: Shou1d a docurnent be part of a Court

, of course. Does that mean it's admitted into evidence

to he Jury, of course not. But you know, if counsel. wants to
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a Court exhibit, of that water bottle, they can do so,

v?

MS. MERRILL: And f meant to say Court, exhibit, if I
spoke and said Defense, I apologize, but f meant Court

ibit for purposes of this argument only not to go back to

jury unless we get it in otherwise.

THE COURT: And back to your point, f meaD, look, you

1I have your case to put up, but all f know is I didn't hear

, I heard slrorn testirnony, and f heard nothing to the

trary about whether he owned the property. And to your

ot, Mr. Pei1, f mean, f do think trespass alIows possession

the property, not necessarily the simple absolute title, so...

dys, Let me take five mj.nutes here.

MR. PEIL: Can f say one more thing f forgot

MT

ex
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THE COURT: What?

MR. PEIL: Thank you, Your Honor. Regarding, there

a method to my madness, regarding the issue of pun5-tives,

ifically. One of the things f asked Mr. Suggs in my case

hief was regarding his deposition testimony. And I
ifically asked, she told me she was leaving, she being his

, Crystal Suggs, and I told her not to do it, that is in

record. His testimony ---

THE COURT.' f need more context on Ehat.

MR. PEIL: So ---

134
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THE COURT: What was the question about, I don,t

MR. PEIL: So that was the question. gfhen we $rere

g through, this was after I asked him about the white

IIac Escalade proving ownership of their white Cadillac

Iade, I said, you understand that Crystal went to the

tty, she told rne she uas leavirg, and you testified to

, she told me she was leaving and I told her not to do it.

't you testify to that, sir, and he confirmed that. So I

k thaE that testimony in particular shows that he knew his

was in possession of that white Cadillac EscaLade, sras

MR. fINSLEY: My response to that is number t, by his

imony, he didn't go to the property on that night, so how

anything be held against him. And number 2, ! think t,he

onable, rational inference from that is we know this guy is

g everybody in town, don't get involved with him, you're

inviting a problem whether you do anything 
"rrong 

or not.

THE COURT: Okay. Alright. Give me, I'Ll be quick,

ink. 9{e're getting close to 4, I told y'all yesterday we'd

bly stop around 4, so Iet me get through this first, but

here's testimony tomorrow, f can start first bhing, but let

a1k with my law clerk.

Di

thi

rhi

wif

goi to the property, and he knew it was wxong, he told her

not to do it, but she went anybray. So I think that that goes

to t element of wil]fu1ness.
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(Off the record. )

THE COURT: Alright. This is what f,m going to do,

going to deny the Pl.aintiff, s directed rnotion as to

ss. I'm going to look into punitive some more this

, I mean, whether I charge it or not tomorrow, just be

red either way.

MR, PEfl: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: f mean, frankly, you both have some good

tS, and f just want to take a little bit of time not,

ing y'aII up.

MR. PEIL: Absolutely.

THE COURT: So I' 11 publish a ruling on that first
ng in the morning. You know, werre not in a General

ions Court, so f don't think yourre tipping your hand, do

1 intend to call witnesses tomomow?

MR. TINSTEY: $te, re ---
THE COURT: I mean, it,s, well, whatever you decide

fine. If you don't, we'II proceed into closing arguments.

ntend to try to get the jury charge prepared and emailed out

ight.

MR. TINSLEY: Okay.

THE COURT: I mean, it shouldnrt be too terribly

, just standard Civil Common Pleas charges plus trespass

nominal daraages and whatever is part and parcel with a

t

rh

Se

v

I

t

t ss cause of action. Any other specific charges that
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I wanted me to, I know you submitted some, but a lot of

are standardr so ---
MR. TINSLEY: We've got a brief one. I think his

y covered everything that we're going to propose, but

just hand it up, but I think everything is in his t,hat

proposing.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. PEIL: And for the record, everything f submitted

traight out of the pattern, the South Carolina Pattern

rucEions on t,his so ---
THE COURT: The Pattern Instructions?

MR. TINSLEY: Judge Anderson's

MR. PEIL: .Iudge Anderson's

THE COURT: Oh, oh.

MR. TINSTEY: And that's where this came from too, so

ink these are included in his, but f'II just hand them up

he Court for your review.

THE COURT: Yeah. Trespass, of course. Alright. I

k that's standard stuff, so f don't

MR. TINSLEY: f think so too.

THE COURT: Okay. So anyway, the DV motion is denied

respass, under advisement on punitives, okay?

MR. PEII: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: f think what we'll do is bring them back

here and send them home for the day.ou
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T 1y,

MR. PEIL: What time do we want to meet up ---
THE COURT: That's what I'm trylng to figure.

f'm an early person, but being here at 9:00's kind

Earliest I can start would be 9:30, and frankly, if

F

of tough.

MS. MERRILL: If we can do 9:30 then I can let the

Iy Court Judge know because he may rnoye that TPR trial to

row afternoon, so that's one reason f need to know ---
THE COURT: Okay. Let's just plan, for the record,

1I start at, 9:30 tomorrohr. I don't expect a lot of traffic

in McCormick County, I hope, so the jury should be here on

9:30. Now, we might make some additional record before

art the case if the Defense has witnesses they can

€d, if not, we'll just move it into closing arguments, so

hte

he

t

stwe

be prepared to go forward either way.

MR. PEII: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Anything else for the record today?

MR. PEII: Nothing from the Plaintiff, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Let's bring the jury in here real quick.

MR. TINSLEY: Nothing else from us, Your Honor.

(,.Iury entering Courtroom. )

Tl{E COURT: Alright. Mr. Foreman, ladies and

tlemen, welcome back. The Plaintiff rested their case,

te golng to continue the trial, tomoruow rnorning. I'd like

in the jury room, I'd like you in this Courthouse ready to
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t 9:30 tomorrow morning and werII conclude the trial
row. 9{hile you're home, when you leave here, please donrt

uss the case, please don't discuss the case with your

ly or with your friends, don,t do any independent research

nything you've heard in this Courtroom. Just focus on what

s from the witness stand and we, lI conclude the case up

of

t row- Y'al,l have a nice evening, we,ll see you tomorrohr,

se don't discuss, y€sr sir, you have a question?

JUROR: Is, tomorrow will be the end, vre go back into

t pool, is Ehere any more the rest of the week?

THE COURT: You want us to find you another one? No.

rrow you will finish your service, and we do not have

er trial this week, alright? Thank y'a11, see y'all in

mornLng.

(Jurors exiting Courtroom. )

to

THE COURT: I usually end with this, but we, re going

in recess unless t,here's anyEhing else I need to know?

t. See y'aII in the morning, thank you.

(Whereupon the hearing ended at 3:57 pm.)
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EXHIBITS
(Extribits on file in Clerk of Court's Office. )

Defendant' s E:rhiSit

No.

2 Photograph of

3 Photograph of
4 Photograph of
5 Photogrraph of
6 Photograph of
7 Photograph of
8 Photograph of
9 Photograph of

Description

Property

Cell Tqrer Road

CeII Toner Road

CelI Tower Road

CelI Toner Road

CeIl Tmer Road

CelL Tower Road

CeII Toler Road

and

and

and

and

and

and

and

Gate

Gate

Gate

Gate

Gate

Gate

Gate

ID.

28

28

28

28

28

28

28

28

REC ID

28

28

28

28

28

28

28

28

Court's Extribits

No.

1

3

Description

Deed

Verdict Form No. 1

ID. REC'D

6 6
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COINS REEOR:IR, IAGMTD

Ilash (--) fndicates an lntern4rUion Ln Epeectr

Elllpses (.. . ) IadLcates trailing off ln speech

(ph) Indicates phonetLe rcrd

[Verbattm] IndicateE tdre word t s said as wrltten
(Iadiscenible) [TranscrlptionJ Indicates rcrd(s) ie

no't known dtre to audio recordiag
quality
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MOTION/MATTER OF LAW

PROCEEDINGS

(Ihe following proceedings started at 9:43 a.m.:)

MOTION/UASIER. OF LAW

TIIE COITRT: Okay. Wtren we left yesterday, I had

indicated r wanted to at least think a little bit nrore about

the issue of punitive damages. And under the circumstances,

you h.rcw, I -- ntrat I'm here to do is decide if there's

evidence of any sort of cause of action or darnages to put to
the jury, and the rpre I thought about it, I found myself

weighing the evidence I heard during the trial. The safe bet

for me is just to go ahead and allor the charge for punitive

damages, and then we'll -- if there's an issue with that, I
can always take it up after the trial, depending on r*?rat

happens, if anything. So I will charge them both.

Does the defense pJ-an to put up any witnesses?

IIIR. TINSLEY: Yes, Your Honor. And Ms. MerriLL or

Crystal Suggs is going to put her case up before my client.
TIIE COITRT: Okay. All right. And, obviously, if y,aIl

put up a case, we'I1 address this again wtren we close your

evidence. Okay?

AII right. Y'all ready to proceed?

l.tR. PEIL: Yes, sir, Your Honor.

lls. MERRILL: Your Honor, if I can just --
TIIE COITRT: Oh, Ies, ma'am.

l,ls. MERRILI: And I ' Ll show this to the defense

5
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MOTION/MATTER OF LAW

[indiscernible] Court's exlribit --
TIIE COURT: Okay.

US. MERRILT: -- for ID puryoses, not to go back to the
jury.

l{R. PEII: Ihis is the deed? Okay, yes.

MS . MERRILL: Can we have that as Court ' s E:<hibit 1 ,

please.

(Court's E:<tri-bit No. L, Deed, was marked for
identification. )

l{R. TINSLEY: Judge, one nore thing that's probably good

for re to go atread and put on the record.

TIIE COITRT: Yes, sir.
MR. TINSLEY: Yesterday, regarding plaintiff 's E:<hibit 1,

v*rich is the unsigned trespass notice, we had a sidebar in
vrtrich r objected, saying that the best evidence n.le should

keep it out since she testified there was a signed copy and

that wasn't being a&nitted. So I just wanted to put tJrat --
that sidebar conversation on the record.

TIIE COT RT: Sure. Yes, sir.
MR. PEIL: If I nay, Your Honor, if you remember,

Dr. tagroon testified that he can go home in 15 minutes and

locate it. He did. I do have that docrment.

IIIE COttRT: Do you want to shorp that to defense counsel?

!{R. PEIL: Yes, sir.
$IE COITRT: Nonr --

6
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MOTION/MATTER OF LAW

tlR. TINSITEI: Judge, I rrlouJ.d note, it was never

discrosed. rt was r:nsigned and discrosed to us in discovery.

rhere's nothing that prevented him from going on and signing

it, so...
$IE COLTRT: Yeah.

l{R. PEIL: I mean, wtrich is certainly an argiunent they

ca:t make.

IIIE COLTRT: Yeah, I thi-nk, because it is a -- certainl-y,

that' s tme. It' s a -- a letter that the plaintiff says

was -- that he wrote, that he senred, that he provided notice.

If it were a letter frqn another person regarding another

tangential rnatter, I think the best evidence would be a lot
stronger argitrent. I think, under the circumstances, the

letter is what he testifies it is. But your objection is
noted. It's just a&nitted subject to objection.

All right. Anything else before we bring in ttre jurry?

llR. TINSLEY: No, Your Honor.

THE COLTRT: A1I right. Let's bring them in, please.

(|Ihe jury entered ttre courtroom at 9:47 a.m.)

TIIE COURT: AII right. ttr. Forenan, ladies and

gentlemen, welcone back. Hope you had a nice evening.

When we left yesterdayr w€ had -- the plaintiff had

rested their case. We'Il now have the opportunity to hear the

defendants present their case.

Ms. Merrill?

'l
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BECCA LAGROON Direct by Ms. MerriLl

lls. MERRILT: Tttank you, your Honor. I call Becca

Lagroon.

TIIE COttRT: Very well.

THE cr,ERK: Ms. Lagroon, if you would, pJ-ease, raise your

right hand and place your left on the Bib1e.

BECCA I,AGROON,

after having been duly surorn, was exam:lned and

testified to as follows:

couRT uoNrroR: could you state your narrp for the record.

THE WITI{ESS: It,s Beeca Eloise Lagroon.

ITIE cotJRT: Ms. Lagroon, just -- we'lr need you to speak

up so everyone can hear you. Okay? Thank you.

DIRECT EKAIIIINATION

BY I,'.S. MERRII,L:

0 Good morning. Please introduce yourself to the jury.

A I'm Becca Lagroon. I am the daughter of Jay Lagroon.

0 And that's the ptaintiff in this case; is that right?
A Correct.

0 And were you living with your father in June of 2OL4?

A We were.

0 Okay. When you say 'wer', r*?ro is ,,wen?

A r have a brother. He's one year older. Daniel Lagroon

and myself were living with hiJn.

0 okay. And how old would you have been in June of 2oL4?

A I was L4.

8
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BECCA LAGROON Direct by Ms. Merrill

0 okay. And so do you lmocr crystal Suggs seated over here

at the defense table?

A Yes. She was a farnily friend.
0 She was a fanily friend. Okay.

And was there €ul occasion in June of. 2OL4 -- around

June 17th wtrere Ms. Suggs can€ and you put some things in her

car?

A Yes.

0 Okay. I{hen she did that, did she cone to your dad's

house?

A No.

0 V{here was she?

A She was at the roadrray on the east side road to our cell
tovrer where we met her.

0 okay.

lt{S. MERRILI: Your Honor, may I approach with plaintiff 's
E (hibit -- is it 3?

l[R. PEIt! 3.

llls. MERRILL: I believe it,s 3. It's the -- may I
approach?

ITIE COttRT: Yes, ma'am.

And the witness can stand up if she needs to.
BY tts. MERRILT:

0 AIJ. right. So looking at E:rhibit 3, is that a house?

A rt is.

9
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BECCA I"AGROON Direct by Ms. Merrill

10

0 Okay. And is that kind of by the main driver.ray?

A Yes. Itrat's the house driveway.

0 Okay. Wtrat did y'all call this right here?

A Ttre cell tosrer road.

0 lftre ceII tqrer road. Okay.

And when !'ts. Suggs cane to your -- for you to put things

in her car, where did she park?

A She was over here.

0 And when you're pointirg, you're pointing at the roadrvay?

A Yes.

0 Near the ceII tqrer road?

A Yes. We always met her right there.

0 Okay. And was there a gate at the end of ttrat road?

A Yes.

0 And did she go past the gate?

A No.

0 So was she on the roadside of the gate?

A Yes. She was always there.

0 And ntren I say 'roadr ' I f m talking about the rnain road.

A Yes.

0 Not the ce1l tower road.

A Correct.

0 rs that where she was?

A Yes.

0 Okay. And did you and your brother take sone things --

lfz
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BECCA LAGROON Direct by Ms. Merrill

11

you nay have a seat.

Did you and your brother take sone things to her ear late
one evening?

A we did, yes.

0 Okay. And then, the next evening, did Us. Suggs cqne and

pick you up and take you to your rnottrer's house?

A She did.

0 Okay. And, on that evening, rtdrere was she parked?

A Ttre sarne place. Right on the road.

0 Okay. Do you recall if your fattrer had caneras in June

of 2OL4?

A There $ras no property cameras, frqn my Imowledge.

0 Okay. Wtrat about even on ttre -- again, I'tB going to shon

you E<tribit 3 . So that' s the house. What is that building

right there?

A Ttrat's our shop.

0 Okay. Do you kno.r if he had cameras on that shop?

A Not frqn my lorowledge.

0 Okay. At any time vrrhen you and your brother were

interacting with !{s. Suggs, did she cone onto the property?

A No. we were --
0 Did she colr€ --
A No.

0 Did she corne ne€rr that building at all?
A No, trln-nmn. Itrat would have jeopardized everything we
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BECCA LAGROON Direct by Ms. MerrilL

L2

were trying to do.

0 Repeat that, please.

A Ttrat would have realIy jeopardized wtrat we were trying to
do in leaving.

0 Wtrat Yrere y'all trying to do?

A We were trying to leave due to the abuse we suffered.

TIIE COttRT: Okay.

MR. PEIL: Objection, Your Honor. Relevance.

TIIE COITRT: Sidebar.

BENCH CONEERENCE

(A bench conference was held off the record and outside

of the hearing of ttre jury. )
BY I,TS. MERRII,I:

0 Okay. I{ithout telling us the reasons why, I just wanted

to clarify that you were just trying to leave your father' s

hqne; is that correet? Without telling us wtry ---
A Yes.

0 --- ttrat's rtrhat you were trying to do?

A Yes, nm-hrm.

0 With your brother; is that right?

A correct.

0 okay.

IIIE COIIRT: Nso, just for that -- there was an objection

there. ilhat objection was sustained.

MR. PEII: Thank you, Your Honor.
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BECCA LAGROON - Cross by Mr. peil

13

BY US. MERRIT.T.:

0 other than these two days in June where you met [rts. suggs

on the road, did you have any other interactions with her with
just you and your brother?

A No.

0 okay.

MS. IIIERRIE: Beg the Court's indulgence.

Ihat's a1I the guestions I have.

ITIE COITRT: A1l right. Cross, Mr. peil?

CROSS-EKAMINATION

BY !IR. PEIT:

0 Hor are you doing today, Becca?

A I'm okay.

0 I understand testifying is stressful.
Have you had a chance to discuss this case with Crystal

Suggs?

A No, not until I was strbpoenaed.

0 Not until you were subpoenaed?

A Yeah.

0 Okay. So over the past day or so, you have had a ehance

to discuss this matter with Ms. Suggs?

A roday, yes.

0 In preparation for your testimony ttris norning?

A Yes. I have talked to her this norning.

0 AII right. Are you aurErre --

lir
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BECCA LAGROON - Cross by Mr. peil

L4

TIIE cottRT: can everybdy hear her? okay. r'm sorry.
Ihank you.

BY I[R. PEII:

0 Are you aware that IrG. suggs has given very different
testimony as to what occurred than ntrat you just testified to?

ItR. TINSLEf,: Objection to pitting the witness, your

Honor.

TIIE coIrRT: Yes. Sustained. you can ask her questions,

but.. .

BY IIR. PEIL:

0 All right. So let me ask it this way: Did Ms. Suggs

come onto the Smith property to help you load up your

belongings?

A Is that beside the property?

0 r don't know. Do you lmow there's neighbors to the north

named $tdth?

A I don't knocr the neighbor.

0 You don't Imow that. Okay.

Are you a$rare if she c€une onto that property to herp load

up bags for you to leave your father's hqne?

A No, I don't l<rlovr.

0 Alr right. well, r want to rnake sure r understand this
correctly. Your testimony is that, on June 1?th, you and your

brother went down to the gate to load up your belongings into
Ms. Crysta1 Suggs' vehicle; is that correct?
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BECCA LAGROON - Cross by Mr. peil

A We went past the gate.

0 well, past the gate, wtratever. ort onto the higtxray.

A Correct.

0 okay. And t*rat was ilune lzth and you were just loading

things up; is that correct?

A We left them. I -- I don't reneriber her being there, to
be honest.

0 I mean, do you remernber that you had loaded your

belongings into trash bags?

A Yes, r&hnm.

0 And there were about three trash bags worth of
belongings?

A I gress. I don't Imot -- remenlcer.

0 So I want to mal<e sure I understand your testimony that
you and your brother helped load them into Ms. Suggs' rdhite

Cadillac Escalade?

A I don' t renrember that.

0 You don't remember that?

A !tn-nmn.

0 Have you been shoun the video in this case taken on the

property?

A Yes.

0 You have?

A lfin-hrm.

0 .L11 right. You had a chance to review it?

15
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BECCA LAGROON - Cross by Mr. peil

A ltrhrm.

O Having seen that video, do you recall nolu that Ms. Suggs

and l{r. Suggs --
t[R. TINSLEY: Objection, Your Honor. Itrere' s been

nnrltiple videos put in. we don't krroyr drieh video. r think
it's just clarification on l*rat [indiscerniJcle].

TIIE COITRT: All right. Counsel, you can clarify wtrich

video you're referrilg to? And if you need to show it, you

can do that as well.

MR. PEIL: Ihantr you, Your Honor.

BY MR. PEIL:

0 Have you seen the video of a gentlenran loading three

trash bags into the back of a nhite Cadillac Escalade?

A No.

0 You have not seen that?

A Uh-uh.

l{R. PEIt: AII right. Your Honor, if I may have a

runent.

ITIE COttRT: Sure.

(Pause in the proceedings. )

BY I[R. PEIL:

0 Before I get into this, I just want to ask you two

guestions and then I'Ll shocr you the video. At the tirne this
happened, I believe it eras your testirnony that you were 14

years old; is that correct?

16
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BECCA LAGROON - Cross by Mr. peil

L1

A r was.

0 lLll right. And so that was about ten years ago?

A Correct.

0 Okay. And you did live jl the hqne with you and your

brother?

A Correct.

0 And you said they were fanily friends. Had you had

interactions wittr Crystal and Scott Suggs?

A Yeatr, they always cane over for parties or different
things or rdratnot with my dad.

0 All right. And so you had seen them in the house?

A Not any tiJne close to that.

0 Well, I'm just asking. I nean, and here,s ntrat I,m

getting at, rnaybe this rf,iII be -- I mean, you can pick the two

out of a lineup? You had seen them?

A Yes.

0 itll right. Had you had interactions with thenr? Had you

spoken to them?

A I nean, yes. Itrey used to cqne over all t*re time.

0 Sqnetirnes my parents brought friends over and I didn't
talk to themr So I'rn just asking specifically ---
A oh, nor we ---
0 --- had you --
A --- went over to their house very regularly. Ttrey helped

us wittr our dogs. Vfe lmor them very well.
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BECCA LAGROON - Cross by Mr. peil

About hovr long had you lived w:ith your father?

A while. Since I was probably eight maybe.

Since you $rere eight? All right.

18

0

A

0

A

0

Yes.

And wourd it be fair to say that this is kjnd of a unique

property? It doesn't look like a house you'd see in the

suburbs?

A I mean, we had two houses up there and a shop. I don't
rea1ly lclord. It's a country home.

0 It was a country hqne.

A Yeah.

0 You had a ceIl tower at one point?

A we did.

0 rn June, that celr torer had arready been deconstmcted

at that tirne, and there was no cell tower at that tirne;

correct?

A I don't remernber, to be honest.

0 A1l right. And your father ran his dental practice out

of tJre nain house?

A Yes.

0 Okay. So you had a machine shop. I think there's some

sort of other building there.

A We had a guest house.

0 A guest house.

A rtrat was the raain house before the rarge house was buirt.
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BECCA LAGROON - Cross by Mr. peil

19

0 All right. Do you recognize t}is portion of your

father's property?

A No.

0 Arl right. so ilm going to show you praintiff's E:&ibit
6. Let me ask this: In 2OL4, did Scott Suggs rryalk with a
lirp?
A I don't renember. I lmcrr he's had a liJtql from an

accident, but...
(Video plays. )

0 So my question then: This is -- you're saying this is
the first tine you have seen this video?

A Yeah.

0 Okay. Nor, having seen the video, let re ask you again.

Do you think that -- again, it was ten years ago -- that
Crystal and Scott Suggs rnay have driven a wtrite Cadillac

Escalade at that tirrp?

A ltrey did drive an Escalade, but that never happened.

0 Ttrat never happened ---
A No.

0 --- what you saw in the video? okay.

A Ihat never happened.

0 A11 right. So I want to mahe sure I understand. you did

confim that you and your brother had loaded your belongings

up into trash bagsl correct?

A we did, yes.
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BECCA LAGROON - Cross by Mr. Tinsley

20

0 Do you think, sitting here today, rnaybe it's possiJcle

that that first night you and your brother did not meet seott
and Crystal?

A We went to ttre road and dropped our belongilgs off .

That -- I don't hrq,r I'ltrere that carp about.

0 okay.

MR. PEIL: All right. I have no further questions.

ITIE COIIRT: Any redirect? Or, actually, you get cross, I
lJuess, now too, yes.

MR. TINSL,EY: Yes, Your Honor.

CROSS-EKN,TINA3ION

BY !IR. TINSI,EY:

0 So there were two different nights. Ihe first night, you

and your brother took the items to the road and dropped them

off.

A ttn-lun.

0 Is that a yes?

A Yes.

0 Okay. And ttren, the second night, you and your brother

got in the car with Crystal?

A Correct.

0 Was Scott Suggs there either night?

A No.

0 And if your dad had security cameras on that property

back then, would you have lmom about it?
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BECCA LAGROON - Cross by Mr. Tinsley

2T

A Yes.

0 And wtry would you have loxosrn about it?
A Because we -- I probably would have helped hirn set up.

Me and ny brother did everything €rround the house, arl the

yard work.

0 And there eras another video where your rD was forrnd in
the yard. Are you familiar with ttrat?

A About the video or...
0 About your ID being forrnd --
A No, rm-mnn.

0 Okay. Have you seen that video?

A Yes.

0 Okay. And were you in school on June l7th and 18th of
2Ot4 or were you on sutrner vacation?

A We were on sumner vacation at that time when this
happened.

0 Okay. Did you lose your school ID wtriLe -- on either of

those nights?

A I nean, we didn't have any belongings other than the

trash bags. tike, I didn't have a purse or anything. I don't

remember carrying anything of that sort on me.

0 Okay. Do you }cnow rdrether you lost it that night or not?

A No. We were in such a hurry to leaver w€ didn't...
But we $reren't carrying -- aJ-J- my belongings were tal<en

npst of the tire, So...
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0 You meanr wtren you took ttre belongings the night before?

A r had a purse stolen before in the srmuer. one of theln

took it, my stetrmon or my dad, that had my gran&nother,s

pendant on it. So I probably didn't have anything of an ID

sort on nE, to be honest.

0 Okay. You think the ID was in your purse?

A It's possible. I don't remember. But we didn't carry

any kind of purses or phones or anything with us lrhen we left.
0 okay.

A All we had eras that trash bag.

0 Was the ID i-n that trash bag?

A I don't remember having it.
0 okay.

tlR. LAGROoN: I don't have any further questions. P1ease

answer any questions !ls. l,terrill has.

ITIE COttRT: Red.irect?

lls. MERRILT: No redirect, Your Honor.

IIIE COttRT: Okay.

MR. PEIL: Briefly --
TIIE COIRI: WeII, Dor nor I don't -- I think we have gone

through, and there's no redireet so there shouldn't be any

recross.

![R. PEIIr: WeII, I reanr, I can cross based on the

questions that he just asked; correct?

TIIE COttRT: I don't -- I don't do a lot of cases with two
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defendants. r don't thirk that's right. y'arr come here.

BEI{CH CONFERET{CE

(A bench conference was held off the record and outside
of the hearing of the jury. )

ITIE COTRT: AII right. Both attorneys have had the

opportwtity to cross-examine. rhere srasn't a redirect
exanination, therefore, the witness is excused.

You nay step dom.

Ne:ct witness?

!41S. MERRILL: Your Honor, can we possibly have just a

ninute for rny co-counseL and r to talk briefly out here?

IIIIE COT RT: AII right. tadies and gentlenen --
l.Ls. MERRILT: Can I take just a second?

ITIE COttRT: Well, let's take five minutes, because I
don't want --

!,1S. I,IER.RIIJL: Okay.

TIIE COttRT: So we'II take a very short recess. Head on

back to the jury roon. Do not discuss the case, and ilrr get

you back out here in a few rainutes. Tharil< you.

(Ihe jury exited the courtroom at 1O:09 a.m.)

(A recess was taken from 10:09 a.tn. to 10:19 a.m.)

(The jury entered the eourtroqn at 10:19 a.rn.)

TIIE COITRT: .Lll right. Welcqne back, Iadies and

gentlemen. We'II just pick up lvhere we left off as we

coatinue the defendant's opportunity to present their
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case-in-chief.

llr. Tinsley?

MR. TINSLEY: I'11 call Scott Suggs to the stand.

TIIE COttRT: Very well.
Mr. suggs, you were smrorn yesterday. you remain under

oath norr. Do you understand that?

TIIE WIT!{ESS: yes, sir.
TIIE COITRT: Very well.

scoTT su@s,

after having been previously duly sworn, cras

exarnined and testified to as follows:

DIRECT EKAMINATION

BY I[R. TINSIEY:

0 llr. Suggs, you testified yesterday that you lived in
McCormick for how rnarry years?

A Agrproximately 37.

0 And so are you faniliar with the Lagroon property over on

Highway 7?

A Yes, sir.
0 Arl right. And how long have you been familiar with that
property?

A I'd say 25, 30 years.

0 Okay. AIl right. I'm going to hand you sone docrments

narked as a defendant' s e:*ribit. The first one is dated

Febnrarry 2008. Does that picture look acsurate to how that
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property looked in 2008?

A Yes.

0 All right. And would you describe to us wtrat you see as

far as what part of the property that is?

A lt's the front yard, the front right part facing the

house, looking up the cell tower road with two pieces -- two

gates looking red in color.

0 And those gates -- is that the cell tovrer road gates

they're on?

A Yes, sir.
0 Anything else of note?

A No.

0 Okay. And the second picture, which was rnade in
September of 2009, is it an accurate depiction of hocr that

property looked back at that tirne?

A Yes, sir. Growed up a little bit vegetation, a little
bit rnore.

0 Okay. Othermise, it's pretty rmrch the same?

A Yes.

0 A11 right. I'm going to hand you a third irnage dated

March 2O2L. Is this picture an accurate depiction of how the

property looked at that tire?
A Yes. Trees growing up. A rope gate. And I believe they

were growing the trees up to cover up the house.

0 Can you still see the house in that picture?
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A No.

0 All right. r'm going to hand you a fourth one dated uay

of 2023.

A A lot of trees. lilhen r say "trees, " snalr trees. A rot
of shnrbs, you kno!rt...

O How would you describe the vegetation?

A I nean, it's like wild -- like a clear-sut after it,s
cut, and then, after two years or three years, it grors up

naturally. And it's a lot of trees on the right and 1eft
gojJrg up the torYer road.

0 Okay. And wtrat's the gate like at that point?

A A rope gate.

0 All right. Nfir, I'm going to hand you the fifth picture,

wtrich is an overhead shot frqn 2029, l*tich is, I believe, the

sane one we have been looking at. Does that look accurate to
you?

A Yes. That rrras exactly that way.

0 All right. Is it pretty consistent with the previous

picture?

A Yes.

0 All right. Handing you the sixth one, rvtrich, on the

right side picture is the overhead we have been looking at,
and the Left is an overhead that says it's frqn 2O2L. Is that
2OZL we're looking at here?

A Yes.
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0 All right. Is there arrybhing of note in the 2O2L

picture?

A This is a lot npre vegetation, you lmow, growing.

0 In w?rich one: ' 23 or , 2L?

A '29.

0 Okay. All right. Can you see the gate?

A I ean't see that gate frqn that aerial.

0 Okay. All right. And now the 201? overhead is on your

Ieft, on this one.

A Yes.

0 rs that accurate?

A Yes, that's accurate.

0 Okay. Is there anything of note -- of difference in that
picture frqn '21 and '23?

A '23 , it's groted up a lot npre.

0 Hcmr does 2OL7 corqrare to '2L?

A 2OL7, I mean, therers -- there's nothing -- nothing -- no

trees or vegetation in there.

0 Okay. All right. And, finalLy, 2006. Is that accurate

for how the property looked back then?

A Frqn wtrat I can remernber, that looks just like it looked

back then.

O And hcrr would you descriJre the vegetation there?

A There's no vegetation. It was cleanr. It was grooned.

0 Thanf{ you.



1

2

3

4

5

6

-I

8

9

10

11

L2

13

L4

L5

15

I7

18

19

20

2L

22

23

24

25

SCOTT SUGGS Direct by Mr. Tinsley

28

MR. TINSTEY: Your Honor, I would npve to enter
Defendantrs -- r berieve they're 2 ttrrough 9 into evidence.

TIIE COURT: Without objection?

MR. PEIL: I have no objection.

ITIE cottRT: Alr right. Ttrat's plaintiff's -- excuse me,

Defendant's E:<tribjt z through 9 a&n-itted into evidence.

(Defendant's E:<tribit Nos. 2 through 9, photographs of
Property' Irtas premarked for identification and received into
evidence. )

BY UR. TINSI,EY:

0 ltr. Suggs, how nnny times have you been to that house

through the years socially?

A Itrere's so nEny times. tike, they would go on hunting

trips out West, and we would tat<e care of their dogs. We'd go

there every d.y, feed them. And they might be gone two to
three weeks.

0 When you say "they, " who are you talking about?

A ralking about Mr. tagroon and his chirdren. sometirnes

KeLri. Sqnetires Kerri would stay there. But the next year,

if they went huntingr we would go up there, take care of their
dogs, get their mai1, rdratever.

0 Did you consider the Lagroons friends?

A Back then I did.

0 Okay. And Plaintiff 's E<hibit No. L, the trespass

notice, do you need to take a rook at that? Are you faniliar
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with that docr.ment?

A I'm not really faruiliar with it.
0 okay. r'm going to hand you this docrment that was put

into evidence entitled, "Trespass Notice, l,lay 26, 2OL4" and

let you look at it.
A It was never handed to nre.

0 Have you ever seen that docr.unent?

A Never.

0 okay. were you ever tord by Dr. Lagroon not to come back

to his house?

A No.

0 Anybody telI you on his behalf not to come back to his
house?

A No.

0 Was there ever any altercation with you or your wife
getting belligerent out there?

A No.

0 And you have seen this video of a wtrite SW or a

r,rhite-colored SIIV in the yard that's in evidence?

A (No audible response.)

0 rs that a yes?

A Yes, I have seen the video. yes.

0 Okay. Is that you?

A No.

0 All right. TelI us horo you Imor that's not you.
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A Well, we weren't ever up there. I would never -, I
wasnrt there to go and have the video of nte or whoever. r
nean, it had to be fabricated.

0 AIJ- right. So this video was rnade June 1zth, zoL4.

A Yes.

0 lt's a little after 11:00 at night. Were you over there

at that point?

A No.

0 AII right. And rdrat ty;le of hours do you work

I indiscernible] ?

A We go to work 8:00. Work till probably 5:00, rnaybe G:00,

Monday tirough Ihursday, and then, Friday, we take off a

little early.

0 All right. Is June a pretty busy time of year for you?

A very busy.

0 Wtrat tinre are you usually going to bed then?

A I rnight go -- I go to bed wittr the chickens. 8:30, 9:00.

0 Okay. And you're sure ttris man or this person linping on

this video, €rre you sure that's not you?

A Positive.

0 All right. TelI us how you're positive.

A Because I wasn't there.

0 okay. Do you think that lfurp is consistent with the ung>

you had ten years ago?

A Well, it looked like a shorter n€ln. It looked like a

l7z
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heavier m€ln. And if you rook at the height of the person, r'm
taller than that.

0 All right. And how did you -- was your linp ten years

ago cosq)ared to hor you walk now?

A I didn't have a bad lfurqt then.

0 okay.

A Just npre recent in the past -- this past year rvhen I
broke it. rt grew baek three inches shorter than the other

one.

0 And that was frqa a tree --
A Tree accident.

0 Tree accident. Okay.

Hor about the back of the shoes on that video of the rnan?

Did anything stand out to you about that?

A Looked lil<e they were reflector jogging shoes. And I
would never buy anything like that.

0 Okay. Now, back to the gate. You saw the red gate in, I
believe, it was 2OO9 -- '08 and '9 and then a rope gate later
on. Are you familiar with hovr the gate has changed through

the years over there?

A Yeah. I ride by it nany times during the day. I don't

Iive far dorn the road, and I work right across the street,

and I have noticed different gates. O'ne sras a red gate. Ore

was a two-piece gate. One was a rope gate. And noer, there's

a black gate.
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0 Hql long has that black gate been there?

A I think this was put up there this past year.

0 okay. I don't have any furt*rer questions. Please ansvrer

any questions Mr. Peil has.

ITIE COttRT: Cross-examirntion?

CROSS-EI(AUINATION

BY }IR. PEII:

0 Hcnr are you doing today, Ur. Suggs?

A ilm doing fine.

0 AII right. So if I remember right, you nct Dr. tagroon

the first tiJne walking through the woods. I think that was

your testimony; correct?

A Yeah, deer scouting.

0 Yeatr, you were deer scouting, and you walked onto his

property and you had sonc sort of confrontation?

A No, I didn't walk on his property. I was on a logging

road, and he come over and let me knon rr*rere the boundaries

were.

O I see. And do you remember nrtrat portion of that property

it was?

A It was across the street.

0 Okay. So it was not on Dr. Iragroon's propertfr

A No.

0 We're not here about a trespass back then.

A No.
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0 out of curiosity, ntren was that? Was that, like, 2OOg?

20LO?

A It was probably 1990 approxirnately.

0 1990? So a 1ong time ago.

A Yeatr.

0 So you have lorown of Dr. Lagroon for quite a while; is
that fair?
A Yes.

0 All right. And r think, when we talked about it before,

it wourd be fair to say you started off as acquaintances and

then became so-called friends?

A Yes. r worked with his rpther-in-raw. r worked with his
ex-wife. And that's pretty nmch -- and I went -- and he did

some dental work on nE.

0 ttrat's right. I think you testified to that. you got

sone teeth pulled, I think is wtrat you said?

A Yeah.

0 Okay. I just want to make sure I rrnderstand your

testirnony correctry. You're saying that was not you depicted

in that video?

A No.

0 And you did not step foot on Lagroon property on June

17th of.2OL4?

A r did not.

0 All right. Have you ever had any conversations with

t7t
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Dr. tagroon about ttre carneras on his propertfi
A No.

0 All right. So sitting here today, you have no lonorledge

vlhether there are €my cameras on his property back in June of
20L4?

A He had a -- he had a -- he has a water meter out in front
of his house, and the people -- the bushhog beside ttre road

have hit it and broke it, and he told rne he had a carera on

that.

0 When was that?

A tong tiJne ago.

0 Would it be fair to say you probably have not had social

interactions with Dr. Lagroon since 20t4?

A No.

0 ltrat's not fair to say? l{aybe that was a bad question.

A ltrat's fair to say.

0 ftrat's fair to say. AII right.
So this conversation about the camera on the bush hog,

that probably would have occurred prior to 2OL4?

A Before that.

0 Before that. Okay.

Are we talking a year or two before? Ten years before?

A I don't lsrow.

0 All right. But sqnetime prior to 2OL4, he had talked to
you about a camera on his property?
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A Yes.

0 All right. r guess r want to ask about this. rn this
case, you and your wife, [rts. Suggs, srrbmitted discovery

responses. Do you remember doing that?

A Just -- just the rdrat?

0 In this case, you and your wife, Ms. Crystal Suggs,

subnuitted discovery responses; is that correct?

A Discovery responses?

0 Yes. Yeatr, do you recall doing that?

A Wtrat is that?

0 werl, let me ask that question. Do you recalr subnitting
discovery responses? If not, I can go atread and try and

refresh your nnrrprry. Do you recall doing discovery responses?

A Is that the photographs?

O tet me do it this way.

t{R. PEII: l{ay I approach, Your Honor?

TIIE COURT: Yes, sir.
BY !TR. PEIL:

0 I 'm shoring you what's marked for identification as

Plaintiff's E:rtribit 2. Let me ask it this way: Do you recall
going over this document in your deposition, sir?

A Yes, sir.
0 And I believe I asked you at sone point in that
deposition to review and nral<e sure all of your responses vrere

correct, and you nay have obsenred one or two things, but for
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the rpst part, everything that's contained in this docunent

was your tnre and accurate answers to these questions. would

that be fair?
A As I recall.
0 All right. So one of the things that you were asked was

to set forth either a sumnary sufficient to inform the other

party of the ilportant facts lmqn to or obsenred by such

witness or provide a copy of any written or recorded

statements. Do you recall giving information about potential
witnesses in this case?

A No, I don't recall.

0 lLll right. So I'm going to read you a portion of your

sworn resPonse ---
A okay.

0 --- in this case, and you teII ne if this is accurate.

"Defendant Crystal Suggs aclmowledges that she picked up the

Lagroon children frqn Highway 7 at the tagroon children's

emergency request via Daniel tagroon's text message to
lls. Suggs on June 18th, 2OL4." Do you recall that?

A Yes.

0 All right. 'lflle day prior to picking up Lagroon's

children, after the children walked dorm the satellite road,

they loaded personal items in the back of her SW rdtlile she

parked on the $dth 1ot"; do you recall that?

A That's -- I wasn't there. I didn't see it. I don't lorqp
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ntrere she parked at.

0 Okay. I understand that's your response.

A Let's just -- you can go by wtrat she's said.

0 So let's talk about ntrat you krorr. Frqn ntrat I
understand, crystal suggs drove at least near the Lagrroon

property -- crystar suggs being your wife -- on June lzth and

June 18th.

MR. TINSLEY: Your Honor, I'm going to object. He just
said he wasn't there, so he doesn't have any personal

knorledge.

l[R. PEII: I thirk I'm establishing that.
TIIE COT RT: He can ansner the question if he can.

l,llR. PEIt: Thank you.

A Repeat the question.

BY MR. PEIL:

0 All right. tet me rephrase it a different sray.

On the evening of June 17th, it's your testimony that
your wife informed you she was driving out to -- at least

near -- the Lagroon property to pick up sotre belongings cnvned

by the Lagroon children?

A I'm not sure. I don't reca1l that.

0 You don't recall. So you don't remernber wtrether she told
you that she was going out there?

A I don't remernber.

0 All right. Do you recall that, on ilune 18th, she toLd
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you she was going out to the property to pick up Daniel and

Becca Lagroon; correct?

A Yes.

0 Arl right. And you recall telling her not to do t}at;
correct?

A r did.

0 All right. That evening, you guys had had supper?

A Yes, sir.
0 all right. And r think -- let ne ask you, had

lls. Lagroon had anything to drink that evening?

A Ms. Lagroon?

0 I'm sorry. Ms. Lagroon...

l,ts. Suggs?

A No, I don't recall.
0 You don't recall?

A No.

0 All right. But she did inform you that she was going out

there to pick up the children; correct?

A Correct.

0 All right. After she got back, she told you that she had

picked up the chil&en. fhis was the next day?

A The nsrE day.

0 llhe ne:rt day. Ttrat's right.
By the tirne she got back, you were already asleep.

A I was asleep, yes.25

@
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0 All right. And r thixk it's been your testimony that you

went to bed earLy.

A Always do.

0 Nways did. AII right.
About shat tirne do you go to bed?

A 8:301 9:oo.

0 8:30, 9:oo. Ar1 right.
So had she left the house to go pick up the children by

the time you were going to bed?

A I was il bed rrrhen she left.
0 When she left. And so that was --
A I was asleep. I was asleep. I don't lsrow. I
couldn't -- I didn't hear her leaving ttre drivmay. A1l I
heard was her telling ne she was going dq'yn there.

0 tet me ask -- I mean, so do you think she would have left
your house about 8:30?

A No.

0 Okay. Wtrat tirne do you think she left the house?

A I was ttrinking later -- I would have thought later on.

0 WeII, I'm trying to figure that out. I mean, you said

you're always in bed by 8:30 or 9:00.

A Yeatr. Not always, you lmor.

0 Itrat's what I thought I heard. Correct nc if I'm wrong.

Is it always or is it sqnetimes?

A Pretty mrch always.
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0 Pretty rmrch always.

So around 8:30 on the evening of June 1gth, you think
it's like1y that you were in bed; correct?

A Yes.

0 A1r right. And at sqne point prior to that, she had left
to go pick up the Lagroon childrenl correct?

A Prior to that or later on?

0 well, later on. r t}ought you were having a conversation

with her wtrere you told her not to go do it.
A It wasn't a conversation. It was just, 'I,m going to
pick up Daniel and Becky. " And I was in bed.

0 You were in bed.

A I was in bed. She cane back to my bedroqn. llhat,s wtren

I said, 'tDon't do it."
0 All right. Atl I'm getting at, you think that was

probably around 8:30 that evening?

A 8:30,9:oo.

0 8:30.

Ncry, where do you live in relationship to Dr. Lagroon?

A Trvo niles.
0 Tr,ro miles?

A Yeatr.

0 So about hor long of a drive is it?
A Two minutes.

0 Tryo minutes? Okay.
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N6l, you were in here for Becca's testimony; correct?

A Yes.

0 Do you recall her testifying that she went out there at
night to rneet your wife?

A I heard her saying that, yes.

0 You did? Att right.
Ncnr, 8:30 on ilune 18th during the longest days of the

ye€rr, would it have been dark at 8:30 at night?

A No.

0 So you think it's possible that perhaps Crystal Suggs,

your wife, went out there later in the evening than 8:30?

A I would think.

0 Arl right.
lllR. PEIL: Can I have one minute, Your Honor?

I have no further questions at this time.

ITIE COttRT: Any additional questions?

l,ts. ITIERRILL: I have no questions, Your Honor.

ITIE COttRT: All right. Ttre w'itness can step dowt. Thank

you.

Ne:rb w'itness?

MR. TINSLEY: The defense rests at this tjre, your Honor.

$IE COITRT: Okay. tadies and gentlemen, the defense has

rested their case. I'm going to talk to the attorneys. I'm
going to send you back to the jury rooln for a few rrinutes and

get further jnstnrction to you shortly.
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Please don't discuss the case or anyone involved with the
case. Ihank you.

(Ihe jury exited the courtroqn at 10:44 a.m.)

l{R. PErt: r plan to call two. one is Kelli Barnett. r
believe she's out there.

IIIE COURT: That was --
Ir{R. PEIL: His ex-wife.

ITIE COttRT: fhe second ex-w'ife.

llR- PErL: And the second one, r'm going to carl crystal
Suggs.

TIIE COttRT: Okay. AJ.3. right. Do you warrt to renew

previous nptions?

l{R. TINSLEY: Yes, Your Honor. I would renew the motion

for directed verdict on trespass and also rf,lth regards to
punitive darnages.

ITIE COITRT: Okay.

tlR. TINSLEf,: I don't really have any...

$IE COT'RT: YES.

MR. TINSLEY: fhe argunents are pretty well in line with
what they were yesterday, so...

TIIE COITRT: Yes, sir.
And, l.ts. Merrill, you,ll actually adopt on those as well?

Ir{S. MERRIITL: Yes, sir.
TIIE COT RT: Do you want to assert your sare basis as

before?
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!{R. PEII: Your Honor, I think I'm goi-:og to -- Ie&, it's
the sarne argrtments.

rrIE coIIRT: okay. Arl right. r'm going to stick with my

nrling. Itrose direct verdict nrotions remain denied.

vfhat I'd like to do, if we're going to do reply

testimony, we can get it started in five rninutes, once you

finish that? I mean, while we're here, everybody look at the

proposed jury charge. I nean, any issues that you -- you

Iorcnr, it's a trespass case. I'II a&rit, it's a pretty short
jury instnrction. Your client I think...

MR. PEII: I'm sorry...
(Ur. PeiI and his client confer off the record. )

ITIE COttRT: Yes, sir?

l{R. PEIL: Nothing, Your Honor.

TIIE COIIRT: I did add one pa,ragraph because I lmow it was

a short charge, but we have a good bit -- we have a good many

objections, and I just -- you lnror, I usually do this in the

introductory charge anyway, but I did have one paragraph about

objections during trial. You lmow? I could enail it to you,

but I'11 just read it.
You lmor, the proposed language is, "Attorneys have a

right -- the absolute right and duty to bring matters to the

attention of the Court by way of objection, Do not,

inferentially or othemise, becqne upset v*ren disturbed by

counsel by virtue of an objection. Counsel, by objecting, are

43
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siq>Iy perfonning their rore in the trial of the case. once

the court nakes a nrling on an objection, the jury is bound by

that mling.

"If the objection is sustained, the question was

irq>roper. If the objection is overnrled, the question is
proper. In that regard, the jury must not, under arry

circrmstances, derive any inference frqn any mring nade by

the courL on objections as to arry opinion the couft rnay have

about on the case. Itre judge does not have an opinion on

evidence and is not entitled to an opinion under the law. rhe

judge is perfonning his role i-n ttre trial of the case.

"As to any questions as to wtrich an objection was

sustained, you nurst not speculate as to what the answer night
have been or as the reason for the -- or as to the reason for
the objection," just because we sort of cut some peopte off
mid-sentence during objections, and I don't want them to
spectrlate about ertrat t}at m€ry or rnay not have entailed.

Ihat's the only thing I added frm last night.

What about the verdict form? I hncnr y'all were

disstrssing it this normilg, I think.

llR. TINSLEY: I understand the Court had prepared one as

well. I haven't seen a copy of it.
ITIE COttRT: Oh, weII, we prepared really trwo. One of

them -- the nain thing is one of ttrem -- we have two

defendants here.
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MR. TINSLEy: yes, sir.
IIIE COTRT: And it is -- it's been kind of a

procedural -- we don't necessarily have tiat all the tirne, so

r wanted to lmor y'all's insight on the jury having the option
to find thec! both responsible for trespass or individualry
responsible for trespass. you knor, my inclination was,

because you have got two people, circrmstantiar evidence -- r
thought the jurry would probabry be in a position nrhere they

courd potentially firld one responsible for trespass and not

the other.

Ns,r, if ttey found them both, then my thought wourd be,

well, if there is a verdict, then tlrey're joint and severally
responsible for ttre verdict. But if they only find one person

on the hook for trespass, then that person alone wourd be

responsible for the verdict.
So did y'alI have any insight? Disagreenent? E:<ception?

l[R. TrNsr,EY: r don't [indiscernible] wtrat you just said.

TIIE COT RT: I{e11, I --
MR. TINSTEY: [Indiscernible] makes sense.

THE COT RiI: f just think it alleviates eonfusion, but --
because there are two separate defendants, it rratres sense to
re that they both could be found to have trespassed. one of
them could be found to have trespassed. Just deciding on wtrat

they feel on the burden of proof.

MR. PErt: so there's no pride of the authorship here for
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the jurry verdict form that I had subrnitted.

TIIE COItRf: Oh, okay.

MR. PEIt: that's one I took from another case.

You lorow, rry instinct would be to Sdy, weII, it,s joint
and severaL riability and they're husband and wife. r npan, r
don't knor ttrat it necessarily matters.

TIIE COT RT: WeIl, that , s --
MR. PEIL: But -- but I will say this: What I rrculd like

to avoid -- r think Your Honor is right; there rnay be a chance

one of the jurors goes, "we11, that was crearly scott that day

but we never saw crystaI. Judge, hor do we find scott riabre
and not crystal? " And ttren we have got a probrem because we

have a form that doesn't do that.

So I don't looqr that -- you knorv, want to send the jury
back with a potential problem in that regard. rf they want to
corre to that decision and say, "We11, Scott" -- or vice versa.

Perhaps we'd give them ttrat option. I'm just always Ieery

about asking too nrany questions on the verdict form.

TIIE COURT: WeII -- and I hear lvtrat you're saying, and I
thinl{ that -- r'rr call it take tro because we did the first
one with both of them. r just think it rnakes the rnost sense

and it's the safest not only for the defendants but for the

plaintiff.
MR. PEIL: Cou1d I see a copy of it?
llIE COITRT: Oh, sure. I'm sorry.
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l{s. MERRTT.L: And, Judge, while they're looking at that,
just a rnatter of housekeeping; not asking the Court to
reconsider anything. If we can just rnake sure that extribit is
labeled court E:dribit 1 and not Defendant 1. r think that
deed rnaybe got labeled Defendant 1. I just -- again, just for
purposes of the record. ftrat's all.

ITIE COttRT: A11 right. !lr. Court Reporter, I'ro not sure

nlrere that docrnnent is, that Court e*ribit.
(Pause in the proceedings.)

MR. PEIL: And, Your Honor, I Laron this is a five-minute

break. With the nredicine my client's on, he really needs to
go to the restroom because the wheelchair takes him awtrile.

Is it all right?

TIIE COttRT: Okay. That lr:ilf be fine. We'II take -- so

basically, just so everybody knolrs, we,}I do your reply

witnesses. We'II get through that. And then I'm -- my intent
is not to take anottrer brealc, just go right into closing.

l[R. PEIL: Abso1utely. Absolutely.

TIIE DEPIIY: Judge, there's nobody outside, so I don't

know if his witnesses --
ITIE COI'RT: Sir?

TIIE DEPIIIY: I thought he said his other witness

Iindiscernible] .

TIIE COURT: Okay. I'm going to take a refreshment breal<

as weII.
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(A recess was talren from 10:53 a.m. to 10:56 a.m.)

TIIE COITRB: Ms. MerrilL, are y'alI set on the Court

e:rhibit?

ItS. MERRILL: I think so.

TIIE COITRT: Okay. Okay.

lls . MERRIIJ: I think so. yes, your Honor.

$IE COttRT: Are we good on the verdict form?

llR. TINSIJEI: iludge, the only thing is No. 4. It
nentions wilIfulness, wantoruress, recklessness, and

rnaliciousness, but the jury charge doesn't mention arrything

about naliciousness. All the law I have looked at on

punitives in the trespass context talk about willful, wanton,

reckless. so r would just ask that "rnaLicious" be tahen off
on No. 4.

gHE COttRT: Let ne read the jury charge.

(Pause in the proceedings while the Court reviews

docunents. )

TIIE coLtRT: okay. rt's in the punitive charge so we can

talre that word out.

l{R. PEIL: ff I rnay, I c,ould just like a copy of the

final verdict form.

(A brief recess was taken frqn 10:58 E.m. to 11:L0 a.m.)

(Ihe jury entered ttre courtroqu at 11:10 a.n.)
rrIE coItRT: All right, l{r. Foremanr, radies and gentlemen,

wel,cqne back. P1ease be seated.

ND
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KELLI SUE BARNETT (Rep1y) Direct- by Mr. peil

lilhen we reft, the defendant had rested their case. Noru,

we'll have the opportunity to hear reply testinnny frqn the
pJ.aintiff .

l{r. Peil?

l{R. PErL: Your Honor, at this tine, the plaintiff would

call Ms. Kelli Sue Barnett as a repJ_y witness.

ITIE COttRT: Very well.
Ms. Barnett, I believe you testified yesterday.

TIIE WITI{ESS: Yes, sir.
THE COT RT: Okay. Just consider yourself still under

oath fron yesterday.

THE IfITI{ESS: Yes, sir.
KET,II ST'E BARIiTEST,

after having been previously duly sworn, cras

examined and testified to as follows:

(REPIY) DTRECT EI(AI|INATTON

BY !IR. PEII:

0 How are you doing this norning, ![s. Barnett?

A I'm nrshfug, but I'm fine.
0 Rushing. AII right. I think we're going to be

relatively quick this norning.

First of all, you have not been in the courtroqn for arry

of the testimony presented except for the testimony you gave

yesterday; would ttrat be correct?

A Correct.

49
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0 All right. so there was sonte testimony today that r want

to ask you some questions about.

Nwdcer one: Do you recall back in 2014, r.Itren you were

still rnarried to Dr. tagroon, rvtrettrer there were cameras on

the property?

A I do recall.
0 You do recalI. And wtrat do you recall about it?
A rhere were security cameras mainly around the shop -- his
shop in the back. And they were basically pointed to alr the

doors and then they had -- he had a celr tower at the time

that had been -- was being disassernbled, and he had severar --
he had trouble with the cell tower people coning up in the

middle of the night and just tatring stuff dq*n ro?ren they

weren't supposed to. so he had that shine out behind the shop

on the ceII torer.

0 Would Becca Lagroon have kncncn anything about the

cameras?

I,{S. MERRII,L: Objection, Your Honor. Ttrat's speculative.

You'll have to rephrase that question,TTIE COIIRT:

lllr. PeiI.

MR. PEIL:

TTTE COTIRT:

Okay.

Sustained.

BY UR. PEIL:

0 Did you ever tel-I Becca Lagroon about the cameras on

Dr. Lagroon's property?
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A r did not telI eittrer children -- eit}er of the children
them.

Okay.

That I recall.
r nean, was there a reason why you chose not to terr thenr

itr
A WeIl, kids are, you lcror, ki-nd of sneaky, and those

are -- well, we had carneras out there and we had

as placed around the house. ltrey were kind of our --
our little -- liJre little nanny carns noirr, kind of keeping

with them, keeping --
And to remind the jury, about hor old were the kids at

time?

fhey were 13, L4. ReaI early teens.

Real early teens.

And, I ncan, do teenagers sonetines get into a little bit
trouble?

Yes.

All right. Had you had any instances with kids naybe

into any trouble?

Yes.

llR. TINSLHI: Objection, Your Honor.

lfR. PEIL: Well, it's the reason for the camer€rs.

TIIE COIIRT: Any other questions on ttrat?

llR. PEIL: Just one quick follor-up.

0

A

0

I
uP

0

A

0

of

A

0

A
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IIIE COttRl: All right. WeII, the objection -- wtrat was

basis?

l,llR. TINSITEE: We're here for a trespass case.

llR. PEIL: If I nEly, Your Honor, she testified she didn,t
about the carneras. Perhaps there's a reason r*ry she

't knor about the careras. We' re not going into details.
IIIE COITRI: All right. I'11 overmle ttre objection, but

nnrch further are you going to go with thisa

MR. PEIL: I have one npre question on that.

TIIE COttRT: All right. Proceed.

llR. PEIL: thank 5lou, Your Honor.

BY IIR. PEII,:

A

Now I lost ruy train of ttrought. Give rE a second here.

So I think -- I think my question was: You didn't inform

teenagers about the carneras out there; correct?

Correct.

All right. That's rea1ly the question.

All right. Nqr, one thing that cann up today is the

0

ts of the trespass notice.

MR. PEIL: l{ay I approach, Your Honor?

TIIE COT RT: Sure.

BY TIIR. PEIt:

Shorring you what' s been rnarked for identification for

's E<lribit 29. What is Plaintiff 's E<hibit 29?

0

0

A It is the trespass notice that I handed to Mr. Suggs.
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A11 right. And --
TIIE COI'RT: IrIr.

tlR. TINSLEY: Your Honor, nutiber one, it,s already in.
of that came up in reply vrtren ny client testified he

't faniliar with it.
TIIE COT RT: I would --
MR. TINStEf,: In our case-in-chief, Your Honor.

llIE COT RT: I would ask you to get directly to the reply

of whatever question you have, not a refresher of wtrat

have talked about in the previous case-in-chief.

l.IR. PEIL: Can we sidebar real quick?

TIIE COI'RT: Sure.

BENCH CONE:ERENCE

(A bench conference was held off the record and outside

the hearing of the jury. )
llR. PEIL: l{ay I proceed, Your Honor?

TIIE COI,RT: Go.

I,TR. PEII:

All right. So I ttrink it was your testinony that you had

we

of

0

BY

de

A

0

red a signed notice -- trespass notice to Scott Suggs;

?

Correct.

All right. In reviewing Plaintiff 's E:rhibLt 29, is that

signed notice?

Yes, it is.A

rqr
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llR. PEIL: AlL right. At this tine, your Honor, ttre

iffs would seek to a&nit Plaintiff 's E:*ribj:t 29 into
dence.

TIIE COITRT: Wittrout objection on that one?

Ir{S. MERRILL: I would say subject to our objection. We

put wordage on the record later.
ITIE COITRT: Yeah, Yeah. I'11 hold it in abeyance for the

BY

0

Next question?

l[R. PEIL: Ihat's it. I don't have arry furttrer

TIIE COttRT: AlI right. Cross-examination?

CROSS-EKAII{II{ATION

I{R,. TINSI.EY:

I want to shor you rdrat ' s in evidence as Defendant' s

9, rdrich is a GIS overhead view of the properby. On the

is frcrn 2023. On the left is 2006. Does that -- are

pictures acsurate?

I can't an$rer that because I wasn't there in 2006.

Okay. A1I right. WelI, here and here, that would be

you just referred as the shop; right?

Correct.

Okay. A11 right. And over here on the far on the right
each picture, the $ray I'm looking at it, is the cell tower

No

A

0

A

0

of

correct?
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Correct.

All right. And right over here to the backside of the

is the cell tqter; correct?

Correct. Right behind it.
So, shop? Cell toner?

Correct.

All right. And your testimony is the sectrrity canera was

at the tolrrer?

From the top of the shop.

Okay. We sent out what they call discovery requests

I you copy your ex-husband with in this ease;

Say that one npre time, l,lr. Tinsley.

Your husband had to €ucswer discovery requests, produce

ts, €rnsorer interrogatories as part of this case. Are

aware of tJtat?

I m, correct, yes.

And you nailed the stuff out for hirn; correct?

I don't recaLL if I nailed it out or not.

I'm going to hand you a certificate of senrice dated

6,2OL9.

Okay.

Are you famiLiar with that docunent?

Yes. I sigrned it.
Saying that you nailed out his responsesi right?

A

0

A

0

A

0

t

A

0

?

A

0

A

0

A

0

A

0
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Correct.

All right. And today, just Dold, is rvhen he,s coning up

the signed copy of this docr.unent -- this trespass notice?

Yes.

And you never did sigrn anything saying I senred it on

t Suggs on n{ratever date?

No.

MR. TINSLE|Y: No further questions.

$IE COITRT: Any additional questions, Ms. trterrill?
t{S. MERRILT: No, Your Honor.

TIIE COURT: Any redirect?

l{R. PEIL: No redirect, Your Honor.

TIIE COUR:I: All right. Ttre witness nay step dotr'n. fhank

MR. PEIL: At this tine, the plaintiff would caLL Crystal

as a reply witness.

IIIE COttRT: Okay. ![s. Suggs.

TIIE BAITIFF: Raise your right hand and place your left
on ttre Bible.

CRYSTAI, SUGGS,

after having been duly sqrorn, was examined and

to as follms:
(REPI,Y) DTRECT EXN,IINATTON

BY

0

MR. PEIL:

A

t{s. Suggs, you have been here for both days of trial;
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correct?

A Yes, sir.
0 AlI right. Now, you are generally aware this case

coacerns events that occtrrred on June 17th of 20L4 and June

18th of 2OL4; correct?

A Yes, sir. Correct.

0 A11 right. Ncrrt, you heard lts. Becca Lagroon's testimony

today; correct?

A Correct.

0 All right. No,r, she testified ttrat she met you near the

gate on Highway 7 to load up her belongings. Do you recaLl

her testifying to that?

A Correct, yes.

0 All right. Now, my understanding is you have a different
version of events.

![R. TINSLEY: I'm going to object to pitting witnesses.

TIIE COITRT: Well, I would just -- yeah, I need you to ask

a direct question. Itris is reply. We need to get to the

point.

MR. PEIL: Okay.

BY .YR. PEII.,:

0 lty understanding is you eontend that you met the kids on

the Smith property --
IIIE COITRT: fhat's -- hold on. She hasn't testified yet.

I don't -- I'm not arrare of any contention. I think you need
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to ask her a direct question, not "r{hat your understanding

is. "
l[R. PEIL: Ihank you, Your Honor.

TIIE COttRT: I'm sorry. I rm --
l{R. PEIL: No, I understand. I nean, it's a party

opFonent. I can cross-exanine, I believe.

TIIE COITRT: But it's not -- you're not -- cotre here a

rliuute.

BEI.ICH CONFEREI{CE

(A beneh conference was held off ttre record and outside

of the hearing of the jury. )

BY IIR. PEIt:

0 I'm going to rephrase ny question slightly. So on the

night of June 17th of 2OL4, where did you meet Daniel and

Becca?

A I pulled into the Smith property. I net them on the

road, and then I backed up and pulled into the $nith property

so that I could turn around and go back honre. I pulled in ttre
$rLith property, opened up the door, and they loaded their
belongings. At that point, they went back up the hill, and I
went home.

0 I want to rnake sure I understand your testimony

correctly. Are you saying that they loaded up ttreir
belongings in your vehicle wtrile it was parked on Highway 7?

A Highway z.
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On Highway 7. Okay.

Nor, do you recall a previous statenent that you have

in this case?

You di&r't understand ne right.
Okay.

I said I pulled up and met the children right there on

7 . Okay? I backed up and pulled into ttre Snith

so they could load their belongrings in the back of my

59

0

A

0

A

0 Okay. So nhile those belongings were being loaded into
back of your SIIV and it was parked on the --
The $nith property.

It was parked on the Snith property?

$rith property.

Okay. That's what I wanted to...
So you $tere not parked on Highway 7 $rtrile the property --

while the belongings were being loaded?

No.

Okay.

I meant, I coul&r't sit in the niddle of the road -- on

road at 10:00 at night. I told the kids, 'I'11 pull over

x there and we ' 1l load up your stuf f . " At that tiJre, I
to turn around an) ray to go back to my home.

Did you have anyone with you that evening?

No.

A

0

A

0

or

A

0

A

0

A
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All right.
By myself.

MR. PEIL:

TIIE COIIRT:

So you went there by yourself?

All right. ftrat's it.

I{S. MERRII,L:

AI1 right. Any questions for this w"itness?

I have no questions.

l,lr. Tinsley?

(REPTY) CROSS-E (AITTNATTON

TIIE COT]RT:

9n

BY

0

A

0

I,IIR. TINSLEIY:

Did Scott Suggs go anydrere near the Lagroon property

you on the 17tlr?

Not at aII, no, sir.
Okay. fhat video that we have seen of a white-colored

pulling up, are you driving that car?

I didn't go on the property. Ihat was not my SW, and I

't know l*ro was driving that car.

llR. TINSLEY: No further questions.

TTIE COttRT: Any redirect?

l{R. PEIt: None, Your Honor.

TIIE COttRT: All right. llhe witness nEry step down. Ttlank

All right. We can rnalce an additional record if we need

but I'm going to sustain the objection to the sign letter
this point. I will not a&nit it into the record for the

, but you can make npre record if you need to aftervrards.

l{R. PEIL: Abso1ute1y, y€s, sir.

A

to

at

J

26L
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IIIE COITRT: All right. Counsel ready to proceed;

rect?

A11 right. tadies and gentlemen, the parties have

their evidence in this case. It's nollr tirne for the

to make their closing arguments. iltre argunents of

attorneys are not evidence in this case. Itreir statements

argiuments are meant to help you understand the evidence

apply the Law to the evidence. You should disregard arry

, statement, or argument wtrich is not supported by the

presented during the trial or the law that I'11

to you after the argments.

At this tine, please give your conplete and undivided

at to the attorneys as they rnake closing argunents.

Mr. Peil?

MR. PEIL: fhank you, Your Honor. l{ay I have just a

to grab my easel here?

ITIE COttRT: Okay.

CT,OSING ARGT'UE|III ON BEIIALF OF ITIE PI,AII{TIFF

I'IR. PEIL: All right, ladies and gentlenen. Thanlc you

your patience with us over the past two days.

Ttris case was not a rurder case. Ihat's one of the first
I told you when I started was this is not a crirninal

be

e. Ttris is a civil case. Ihese types of cases usually can

a little bit different. It's not like what you have seen

nf. We don't have any CSI crew corre in with Dl{A sarqrles.on

4\,/5
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We don't have police investigative units.
A lot of times on these civil rnatters, people need to

conpile evidence because they don't have professional

investigators out there doing all the work.

So I want to talk about solne of the things that I
[indiscernible] during ttre triar of this case. Before r get

into that, I want to talk about the difference between a civil
trial and a crirninal trial in terms of burden of proof. Now,

if you paid attention to the television, if you have seen

anything -- one of the pivotal ruonents in my life, r remernlcer

watching the O.J. Sirq>son trial. I heard a 1ot of people

talking about the beyond a reasonable doubt standard of
evidence.

9Jhen we're done with our argunents, Judge Mcteod is going

to instmct you as to the law. r 'd ask you to pay attention
because at no point in that charge will you hear the words

"beyond a reasonable doubt." and that is because that is the

highest evidentiary standard in the law. Before we send

soneone to prisonr w€ make sure that they are gruirty beyond a

reasonable doubt.

In a civil case, the standard that we have is
preponderance of the evidence. And what that npans is that
the evidence that you have heard is rnore likely than not. Do

you think it's nore likely that this occurred or do you

believe it's rpre J.ikely that it did not occur? rtrat is the
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with ryhich you evaluate ttre evidence presented in
c€lsie.

Now, nihat is the evidence that I thixk was put fonrard?

's been a lot of ta] k and a lot of discussion about a

bunch of different things. Franldy, you-all have seen

video frqn June 17th of 2OL4. On June 17th of 2OL4, Scott

Crysta1 Suggs drove their rvhite Cadillac Escalade dom the

llite road, pulled in here wtrere there was security

ras, and loaded up ttrree trash bags filled urith the

sions of Dr. Lagroon's minor chiLdren and then took off.
You saw in color presented to you -- I mean, the elenents

of trespass are rvhether they entered onto the property of

. It's r:ndisputed that this property was in the soLe

sion of Dr. Lagroon. Ihis was his hcme. Ihis is South

property rights. It means sonrething. If you walk

another person's property, you are liable for everything

happens.

And you're liabIe for a few things. Nr.uriber one, any

that ocsurred on that property. lftrere's been testimony

the gate was damaged $ihen they drove onto that property,

there's been testimony that there were tire tracks in the

s that needed to be resodded.

Now, Dr. tagroon is a litt1e bit of jack-of-aLl-trades.

He

t

has his rnachine shop. He had special lmordedge about wtrat

70{

Ie] to do things like repair, but let's be honest,
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s is McConulck, South Carolina. I npan, I hate to say it
, in my profession, I don't have tiJr€ to deal with a 1ot of
e things. I call on contractors and let them deal with

Dr. Lagroon is not that person. He,s not here asking you

award hirn a million dollars for a busted gate and tire
. What he talked about, what it took to reweld that

, the consumables that went irrto it, that supplies that he

on hand, and the estimated value of those being roughly

to $1700. Ihose are actual danages to his property. And

's it. lftrat is the case right ttrere.

fhat's trrro individuals intentionally and recklessly,

permission, under cover of night, 11 p.trI., trespassed

his property after being told the npnth before to stay off.
Now, in the background -- and I'm not going to get into

in detail. In the background, there was ttris r*trole d.ivorce

going on. At the end of the day, that's ultirnately

that relevant because all that does is go into t}e
tion.

Ihese folks decided to insert themselves into
Lagroon's personal life, to cqne onto his propefty, to

it, and to ta*e his kids. Ndf,, rrnder the law, it's a

renedy: trespass, dannages.

Norr, in this case, the judge, after he instmcts you on

law, is going to give you a verdict form. And I don't

it
sl

1

ln

on

Dr

s
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lorel if you have ever seen one before. It's not like a

crirninar form; it doesn't got guilty or not guilty. rhere are

se'reral questions on this form. Ttre first one is: "Ws, the

jury, find the defendant, Crystal Suggs, trespassed. " I think
it's clear she was driving that vehicle on June 17th, 2OL4,

the white Cadillac Escalade [indiscerni-ble].

'We, the jury, find the defendant, Scott Suggs,

trespassed." You saw hirn in the video get out of the car and

load the trash bags filled with the kids' belongings right
into the vehicle. They were there w'ithout permission on the

property.

I think those are the two easiest questions.

llhe next two questions are the npst difficult. 'W€, the

jury, find the total anpunt of actual and/or nqninal damages,

if any, by the preponderance of the evidence sustained by the

plaintiff to be. . . "

We ask, in this box, that you write $1200. That's the

testimony that's before the Court, the damage caused to his

prq>erty. Again, it's not a personal injury. I brought it up

during voir dire. Dr. Lagroon is not in here -- you see that

he is in a rvheelchair. Ttrat has nothing to do with this
trespass. He's not here -- he was il, sone sort of unrelated

incident. He just happens to be in that wheelchair. We're

not here saying pain and suffering and emotional distress, any

of that absolute nonsense. We're askilg for actual danages
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tained by his property.

And then the final question is: 'We, the jury, find by

and convincing evidence ttrat Defendants Crystal- Suggs

Scott Suggs acted willfully, wantonly, or with reckless

regard of the plaintiff's [indiscernS5le]: yes or no?"

That question is ilportant because if you find ttrat this
a yrillful trespass, ttrat it was a reckless trespass, that

it was a wanton trespass, of, any of the above, then you are

itled to award pwritive darnages.

The law in a civil case does not have ttre ability to put

in jail, and no one is here asking that these

endants be put in jail. That's not wtrat we want. But this
an intentional tort. A torb is a civil yrrong. lflris was

intentional wrong. They came onto his property without

ion rurder the cover of night and damaged his property.

un

knew exactly what they were doing. And then they both

the stand and denied ttrat they were ever there, coning up

this story about how they parked -- you knovr, they parked

the $nith property, they parked at the gate, and lr{r. Suggs

't even there, when we saw the rnan lirping in the video

you saw ltlr. Suggs lirying in this courtrocrn. You carr

ieve your qyn two eyes just as Dr. tagroon did.

ttris was an intentional trespass. Itrey cane onto his

srithout permission because they wanted to take his

66

and get them off the property for whatever reason. Itris
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not done as sonething accidental. ftris is not the guy wtro

ly installed a sprinkler head a foot over his
line and says oopsie daisy. ftris was an intentional

done by these defendants.

So, on this line, prrnitive dannages, it's ultirnatety up to
what you think that's worth, if arrything. I think it's

sonething because, in McComick Cor:nty, nhere we respect

other' s property rights and we etq)ect -- respect each

's abiLity to maintain their property horr ttrey want to,
cannot allor Defendants to ccnrnit acts like ttris and have

it go unpunished. hrnishrnent is the punitive darnages portion.

I it should send some sort of message with that. Rrt a
on that line.

Now, the defendants are going to have an opportunity to

their closing argnrments, and, unfortunately, you have got

to listen to my boring voice one rpre tilne because I will corre

up at the end. I'm not exactly sure wtrat it is that

're going to arl1ue, but here is wtrat I'11 say: I lmovt

e] jury senrice always a concern that someone is
for sonething they're not entitLed to. I want to rnake

it clear: At no point in this are we asking for $100,000.

would be absurd. $1700 to repair the actual damage that

se folks caused to his property and ttren an anpunt you feel

-- sufficient -- excuse rrn -- to send the message

t
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fhank you so mrch.

l[R. TINSLEY: Ihanl( Iou, your Honor. l,tay it please the

IIIE COttRT: Yes, sir.
CLOSING ARq'MENT ON BEIIALF OF DEFEDIDAI{T SCOIIT SU@S

MR. TINSLEY: Good rorning, ladies and gentlemen of the

As I told you in the opening yesterday, courtroons are

s of proof, and you are the ultimate finders of fact,
you get to decide wtrether Dr. Lagroon proved his case,

I would sutrnit to you he has not.

And we'II go through a couple of different burdens of
you have to weigh in this case, and we'Il go through

here shortly. And after all the lawyers get done, the

is going to instnrct you on lytrat the Law is. And I'm
going to go through all the detaiLs, but I'm going to give

-- hit some highlights.

Ttre first thing you have got to look is credibility of
witnesses meaning do you believe them? Are they

tet's look at Dr. Lagroon's testimony. He's alleged --
whole case is reriant on a video that he -- a sunreilrance

that he finds after 9-L/2 years that he said he had sorne

get frm tJte hard drive and this, that, and the other.

didn't hear from any colqputer e:q)ert about this painstaking

2

J

P

2to
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, al.l his ot}er surveillance videos. He' s been

it for 9-L/2, and it pops up this year on the eve of
. I subEnit to you that's not believable.

Another thing ttrat Dr. Lagroon said, he got up ttrere and

ified about finding out that Ms. Suggs' autmobile had

damaged from hitting the gate in the discovery process.

is just -- you heard sonething about it. Basically
it is, is lawyers get to exchange information, exchange

, photographs, that sort of thing, leading up to

69

te

tr
And l.tr. Lagroon's testimony was, obviously, not tnre

rdren he read the response dealing with this

, it said, "Show rne r*rere the car rras danaged after
hi the piling, " lvtrich is the post, "on the Snith

," lrtrich is consistent with !,ts. Suggs' testimony.

He

He did not prove any danage was ever done to a gate.

s got sunreillance videos, a video of him walking the

i yel, he doesn't have one photograph of this darnage

to the gate? He doesn't have any video shonring danage to the

? You even see the gate in this video where he,s walking

property, but he doesn't go up to ttre gate and show,

's where there's daruage"? Not there. It goes back to
ity.

And he's a jack-of-al1-trades, doing-it-hirnself-type of

, and he got on the stand and said he doesn't get days off.
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He s working on the time. He's on-ca].]- 24/7. He doesn't tal<e

because he's working for the children. yet he's

to take the time to do it himself to fix this gate and

you to give him money for it.
He also can take off tirne frqn helping the children to

up with this unsigned trespass notice on Memorial Day.

It has no -- no evidence that it was ever -- that it was ever

. His ex-wife, ntro he had testify for twice this week,

said they still have a good relationship, got up there and

she senred it and a&nitted, 'No, I didn't sign the

ficate of serrrice. I didn't sign any kind of affidavit

[indiscernible]." Coul&r't telI you exactly when she

it. And -- but we see that she }rrolus how to sign a

ficate of senrice because she testified about signing one

on his behalf in sending in the discovery responses. So, once

r no credibility. No proof .

And Dr. Lagroon had rnade a cmnent yesterday and said,
rY Honor, it's hard not to tell the tmth." He said that

l spontaneously. I always heard the guilty dog will bark,

you heard that dog barking right there.

And let I s -- who you heard from, the child, u*ro is now an

t lady, r,rho was 14 at the tirne, testify about wtrat

those nights. She said her and her brother walked

the cell phone tourer road and they met Ms. Suggs on

-- on the road. And she was very [indiscernible] that

'z lL
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l,ts Suggs never went on their father's property, and, also,

lllr. suggs was not there. Nevermind on the videos that ' s

egedly from -- that pops up after 9-L/2 years frqn ilune

, is a guy wittr a hood on hirn gets -- a hood, on June

, gets out and has a lirry. A lot of people have a linp.
I would subrnit to you, you have seen my client walking.

f-fup is not consistent at aLl- wittr the lirp we saw on that

, ntunber one, as he sits today; and nuriber two, his linp
not [indiscerniJrle] of his ocm testinony ten years ago

to this tree-cutting accident he had last year.

Dr. tagroon's dm testimony, he don't lanow who that is.
Once again, I go back to courts are places of proof. I
strhuit to you -- and, aLso, who we haven't heard from,

other eyewitness, Daniel, Dr. Lagroon's son. He hasn't

fied. So it's just -- Dr. tagroon has left too rmrch

on this case to even prove a trespass for you to

by

f

I

in his favor.

t to you he hasn't done ttrat. t'hat basically rneans he

And the judge will oplain to you that you have to prove

-- he has to prove by the preponderance of the evidence,

greater weight of the evidence ttrat the trespass occurred.

to prove to you that it's npre likely than not that he's

his case. He had way too many holes in ttris ease.

And then -- so I wouLd subnit that you find for Scott

Lr3

and for Crystal Suggs that, Dor there was no trespass in
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case. If you do -- if you disagree and you think he has

his case, then you Look at darnages, which plaintiff, once

, has tJre burden of proof. Dr. tagroon has to prove his
He has to prove he was darnaged. [Indiscerni-b1eJ doing

th tning at the trespass occurredr /ou could get noninal

. Ihat would be sonrething like $1. Not a

l
Actual danages. Wtrat did he prove? He got up ttrere and

fied his gate got torn up. No corroboration. None.

is sfuqlle as a [indiscernibJ.e]. So I'd say he's

on his burden there. He has no actual darnages that
he s Proven.

And then he's asking you to punish ny clients. Rrnitive

, wtrich is rrihat the courts -- the civil court systerr

out the worst of the worst conduct in any

]. I{tren sonebody -- and he's -- l.tr. PeiI is
t; it's not a crirninal case, but he still has to ptmish

with these punitive damages ntrich are -- his burden on

is by the clear and convincing evidence, wtrich means he

to tip ttrose scales on Lady Justice much npre in his favor

he did on just the trespass in the greater weight of the

An exanqrle of clear and convincing evidence is ttrat's the

standard that a Fanily Court judge is required to take

12

T

t
r

's children and terminate their rights frqn. Itrat's
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standard that he's got to rneet to pwrish my clients to
that their behavior was just so egregious ttrat it needs

to be punished and ean't be tolerated.

I'd submit to you that they have proved nothing of the

in this case. ftris is not the worst of tlre worst type

ior.
And another thilg, is they're goi-ng to -- the judge will

through the list of factors to consider pr.rnitive darnages,

of wtrich are dealing with hon bad the conduct was. Atld

have seen [indiscernible]. Ihere is a lack of evidence.

's no bad conduct.

And then the last act he'll give you is the defendant's

th or ability to pay. You heard ny client up there. He's

frqn the Park Senrice, worked at Hickory Knob, and

he s done landscaping. He's a working-class rnEln. So for
on this case, to ask for puniti-ve danages I think is an

t and totally inappropriate in McCormick County.

So, in closing, when you look at this lack of evidence,

proof of danage to any gate, the testimony is clear thatno

l,tr

an this video, ttrere's no license plate tag. You cant't see

Suggs was not there on either June 17ttr or June 18th ten

ago. Plaintiff has not rnet his burden. Ttrere's no --

person's face. You heard l{r. Suggs testify about the

and the reflection. And you'll get a chance to look at

73
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. It's just not hirn. It's just not -- there's no

The plaintiff hasn't net his proof.

And, also, I would ask you to look at these photographs

you didn't get to look at them earlier. Itrey're into
of the aerial views frcm the different years, and you

see how much the trees have grovrn up through the ye€rrs, a

more consistent -- ttrey're a lot npre consistent nqr on

t video of the walk-through tlran they were in the earlier

So you have got to weigh every piece of evidence and give

tJre weight that you think it desenres, but I'd just point

all of these inconsistencies and all this lack of proof.

I would submit to you that the plaintiff has failed

I, he's faiLed to meet his burden across the

. So I would ask you to [indiscerniJcle] my client.
Thank you.

CTJOSING ARGT'MEI{T ON BEIIALF OF DEFEIIDAI{T CRYSTAI, SUGGS

!lS. II{ERRIIJ: Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, I'll try
to repeat everything ny co-counsrel has said. I just want

also point out a few other t*rings. Particularly wtren

're back in the jury room, we saw that video, the second

, where supposedly he's walking through to shotr everything.

s is a Google Earth map from Febnrary of 2008r so about six
before. Ihere's [indiscerniSle]. There's no trees and

t

it

to
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Here's one frqa September of 2009. Not a lot of trees.

can see the house. Red gate.

Nor, we don't have another one until l{arch of 2O2t. But,

not all those trees, particularly on this side, and

's a rope gate.

March -- excuse me -- l{ay of 2023, rope gate, a lot npre

s. Ihat second video wtrere he's walking through to shour

tire tracks, apparently, supposedly fron tfiis event looks

a

or even 2O2L.

npre like this from May of 2023 than it was to the 2OO9

If you have a video shodng and you want to show this

, why in the world didn't you tal<e a video of the gate

say, "Here's where it's darnaged. Don't you see this?"

You heard llr. Suggs testify there's a black gate up there

Itrere's a black gate in that video. These pictures

't show a black grate.

I would also encourage you to look at these other aerial

as indicated, and you can see right here on this

t cerni}lel have highlighted wtrat year it is and it shors

way it is currently.

If you look at 2O2L, this is that road, the ceII tower

they're talking about. Itris is 2023. Ihis is 2021. A
less trees.

2OL7. Again, you can see the highway right there. A lot
s trees and grcmrth.

".) t2
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took at those naps. This is hqt it is. this is hcry it
on those dates. We don't have one exactly on June l7th or

18 of 2OL4, but we do have these that are closer in time to
of those events.

ftris is nhat it looks like now. ftrat's not v*rat it
like in 2014. If you have that video [indiscernible]
here's the darnage, and let re stop at the gate and

you-aIl these problerns. He doesn't in this video that he

lf took.

The sare thing, the day after this incident, he told his

wife, the npther of the children, that he had a

illance video of her on the property. We don't have

. We don't see that. Agai.ro, if you have that

iLLance video the day of, wouldn't that be the first
that you show?

And his attorney argued it was clear wtro was driving that

and it was clear who got out, but the plaintiff himself

fied he can't tell wtro it is. He doesn't a&nit it. He

't identify anybody. So I don't think it is so clear.

his attorney saying it's clear doesn't nnhe it so. And

's lvtry you are the finders of fact and you determine which

is credible, wtrat you believe and v*rat you don't

, and vlho has the notivation for you to want to believe

way or the other.

ev

>tE

a

So -- and I also think, l*hen you look at this video, you
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17

, the person getting out only seerned to drag their leg,

that's not the type of Ifurp that lrlr. Suggs has. He

't drag a leg. He does have an awkward gait, but he's

dragging a leg, and ttrat's aLnost rdrat it looks Li_ke that
in that video is doing.

And so, again, it seems to re, if he had those things,

would have been one of the first things that he

He would have said, "Here, I got this." And

's not nhat happened.

So he has not met the burden of proof, he has not shqm

s, and I'd ask you to find in favor of the Suggs.

you.

IIIE COITRT: Reply, Mr. Peil?

l,IR. PEIL: Yes . Thank you, Your Honor.

REPLY CLOSING ARGT'UENT ON BEIIAI,F OF T}IE PI,AT}ITIFF

MR. PEIL: fhis is the point in the trial where I would

make a joke about how long it would take -- about 45

tes -- and then we'lL be done, but I don't think that

be appropriate. I thfulr it won't take about two minutes

and just get straight to the point.

Ihere's just a couple of things I'd like to address that
my esteemed. colleagues brought up in their arguments.

Nunber one, I want to talk about [indiscernible]. I
it's irportant to renrember what was going on the norning
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wasnrt ttrere to photograph busted gates, tire tracks, any

that. He was there to try and figure out evidence of what

happened to the two minor children that the Fanuily Court

entrrrsted into his care and that he cared for deeply.

Nor, thank you God -- [indiscerni-b1e] and she was 13

old rdren this happened. And it's -- I beLieve her

78

that his children were nissing, wtren he went to go take

video He was not out there thinking about the ten-year

case and how he was going to prove his darnages. He

singularly fixated on what had happened to his kids.

He walked his property line. As you can see, therers a

going on on the property. It is not small. He didn't
that arry of this occrrrred. lltris man woke up in his house

he lmew his 13-year-old and l5-year-old were not there,

he set about trying to figure out wtrat happened. He

people. I'm not going to get into any of the

ions about that, but he caLLed a lot of people.

And then he walked the various points on his property

. He pulled the footage he had. He thought he forrnd sone

there near the [indiscernible] facility. fhen he

out, walking up here to this gate, that there vrere tire
tr made at that gate. And so he took that video for the

s purpose of figuring out who had come onto his

rty and how they had done that. And he walked that line.
He

of

LZo

is a bit tainted over tire. Spent 1O years as a
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I don't have a teenage daughter yet; I will in
t six years. r have heard sorne horror stories myself and

also heard sone very good stories. Needless to say,

ing teenagers is difficaflt. I think there eras sonn

attachnent that was goi-ng on, sone enptional issues

. I think, quite frankly, she just got it urong. Her

is not clear of wtrat happened that evening.

on

You don't need to discredit wtrat your eyes show you.

r aII this tiJre, lvtren Dr. Lagroon realized rtihat was going

he found the footage and he cane to this Court and

ented it to you so that you can see exaetly what occurred

on his property.

Nor, the other thing to talk about is this issue of
tive damages. l,llr. Tinsley talked about, you lmor, the

th of the parties and things like that. What I'd ask you

to do -- and I lmor it's going to be difficult -- the jury

that the judge is going to read you in tiis case is
long, but not that long. But in that list of punitive

, there's actually ten factors that the Court is going

to ask you to Look at. And one of them is going to be the

endants' awareness for eoncealnent. lftrat's one of the ten

. And there's no one factor you can hang your hat on.

are all different things that can weigh into your aqard

punitive damages.

I ask you this question: Do these folks appear

79
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and, all of a sudden, trees have started to green and
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s

eful? Do they appear renprseful for coning onto his
and taking his kids in the rniddle of the night? Is

any effort on these defendants to sinply apologize and

be done wittr it? Never once.

l[hey have colrn to this court and, over ttre past two days,

stil1 deny that it was them on that video. ttrey did deny

they ever had anything to do with it. Itrey both took the

, and ttey are il denial about what occurred that night.

Iltrey're trying to conceal it. And that concealment is a

tor you can weigh in whether or not to assess punitive

. So I'd ask you to listen for that charge ltdren you

it cqne frqn the judge's rnouth directly.
I also want to talk about one rpre thing: lhese Google

issues. I sarr these Google l{aps today, and I kind of
about them because I have nor lived dorn here for 15

. The Googl-e c€rr -- [indiscerniJcle] you're famiLiar with

it -- can drive around and get ttre photos every four or five
and you'Il see it. took at the tirrc of year that some

of ttrese photos are taken.

If you really believe that there's sone nefarious

ttrat Dr. Lagroon was faking these videos, look at

Goog1e images. I have seen it. You go out to your yard

January and Febnrary,t and it's brorm and there's nothing

re. And then I cqne back and I see my crepe llyrtles

zzz
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8r.

're very different.
llhe videos ttrat were taken in this case were taken on

17th and ilune 19th of 2OL4, right in the middle of
r. June 20th -- I always get ttrem nixed up, the soLstice

whichever one it is, but June 20th is literally the

br st day of the year. That's ryhen the trees in this
in this corrnty are getting the rnost sunlight in

time

lhe time the videos were taken, y€S, there was a lot of

. On the Google Maps, you can see a lot of brqrrn. It,s
at varying dlfferent times of year.

The video shons wtrat happened. Itrere was a trespass and

cane onto the property and they have no [indiscerniJcle].
We

do

d ask you to find them liable -- not guilty -- find therr

smething to punish ttrem for this behavior in order to

for that trespass, award hirn the $1700, and then, yeS,

[indiscernible] .

Thant( you.

TIIE COTIRT: tadies and gentletren, before I -- I just want

to nake sure that nobody needs a quick break. ftris will only

me about ten mi-nutes, I think, so...
iII'RY CHARGE

TIIE COT RT: Mernbers of the jury, it's nqrr my duty as the

judge to instnrct you on the law applicable to this

j

I
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apply the law as I nor state it to you.

Ftrrtherznore, it is your exclusive duty to decide arr the

s of fact in this case and determine the effect, value,

, and tnrth of ttre evidence. All the parties have the

to o<pect that you will carefully consider and evaluate

evidence and apply the law of this case to it so that, in
end, all parties will receive a fair and irryartial trial-.
Norr, during ttris triaL, you and I have separate duties to

orm. As the trial judge, it is my responsibility to
over this trial and nrle upon ttre admissibility of ttre

ev offered during the trial.
In that regard, you're only to consider the evidence

you; thus, you are to consider only the testimony which

been presented from the witness stand together vrith any

its a&nitted into the record of this case.

In this trial, you are ttre soLe and exclusive judge of

facts. Ilc not infer that I have an opinion about the

frqn anything I have said or done during the course of

trial. In this regard, the law silryly does not permit re

to have an opinion about the facts. As jurors, it is your

alone to deternrine the effeet, va1ue, weight, and tnrth
of the evidence presented during the course of this trial.

Nsr, furthermore, it is your job as jurors to deterrnine

credi5ility or believability of the witnesses wtro have

2 z.l

fied in this case. You nnrst evaluate the evidence and



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

t1

L2

13

L4

15

16

L7

18

r_9

20

2L

22

23

24

25 s and qualification.

JURY CHARGE

83

wtrich evidence convinces you of its trrrth. In

the believability of witnesses l*ro have testified
tn this case, you mEly believe one witness over nany or nnny

one, you ln ry believe a part of the testimony of a witness

reject ttre remaining part. You rnay believe the testimony

of a witness in its entirety or reject it in full. you may

r whether the witness has an ilterest in the result of

tria3., nhether the witness is prejudiced tolrard either

, the opportunity for ttre witness to have seen the

and things about ntrich the witness nEry testify, and

way the witness acts on the witness stand.

Furthermore, evidence nay be direct or circumstantial

. Direct evidence is testimony by a witness about

the witness personally saw, heard, or did.

ia1 evidence is indirect evidence; in other words,

it s proof of one or rnre fact frqn nhich one can find another

You rnay consider both direct and circrmrstantial

ev equally.

fhe foLloring tiings are not evidence and you nmst not

r thecn as evidence in deciding the facts of this case:

No. 1: Statenents and arguments of the attorneys,

2z grestions and objections of the attorneys, and

3: Any testimony that I instnrct you to disregud, or

4z Any questions and ansvrers heard during the jury

2zf
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fhile ar$.unent of counseL is a beneficial paft, of every

tr , ;lou should remember that the statenents nade by counsel

not evidence. In presenting argr:ments, cor:nse1 often

to evidence; however, you should base your verdi ct on

evidence as you remernber it. Itrerefore, if ttrere are any

flicts between the recollection of counsel about the

and your ovrn recollection, Iou should rely on your

understanding of the evidence.

You nnrst not consider for any purpose any offer of
that was rejected or any evidence that was stricken

the record by the Court. Such matter is to be treated as

you had not -- as though you had never known of it.
Attorneys have the absolute right and duty to bring

na to the attention of the Court by way of objection. Do

inferentially or otherwise become upset or disturbed by

I -- by virtue of -- by virtue of an objection.

Counsel, by objecthg, are sirply perfonning their role

the trial of the case. Once the Court mal<es a nrling on an

ection, the jury is bound by that mling. If the objection

sustained, the question is inproper. If the objection is
d, the question is proper.

In that regard, the jury rnrst not, rrnder any

, derive any inference frqn any nrling rnade by

Ln

1S

Court on objections as to any opinion the Court may have

the case. The judge does not have an opilion on the

'-) .-a

on
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and is not entitled to an opinion under the law. lheev

J is perfoming his role in the trial of the case. As to
questions to wtrich an objection was sustained, you must

speculate as to ltrtrat the anssrer night have been or the

for the objection.

Ner, nernlcers of the jury, the plaintiff in this case,

initiated and brought the action, has the burden of

. That is to say ttre plaintiff has the burden of proving

ease by nhat is lmown in the law as the greater weight or

of the evidence.

A preponderance of the evidence sirryly neans the greater

of the evidence. It is the evidence which, as a whoJ-e,

the facts sought to be proved is rnore likely tme than

tme. Itris can be illustrated by irnagining a set of

s. When the case begins, the scales €rre even. After all
evidence has been presented, if the scales rernain even or

r-f they tip slightly in favor of the defendant, then the

ff has failed to meet the burden of proof and would not

entitled to recover irl this ease.

If, on the other hand, the scales tip slightly in favor

the plaintiff, the plaintiff wiLl have ret the burden of

and you should retu:m a verdict for the plaintiff.
I'11 nor oq>J-ain the cause of action brought by the

iff against the defendants in this case. Ihe plaintiff

be

of

zz-l

one cause of action: Trespass. To prove a trespass,
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plaintiff nu.rst present evidence wtrich estabLishes:

1: Ihat he was in lega1 possession of the property;

2z fhat the defendants or their agent voruntarry entered

the plahtiff 's prenises; and,

3: fhat such entry was made without the plaintiff's
pe sion.

To naintain a trespass action, there nust be possession

right to it. One in peacefulable (ph) possession, though

title, is entitled to remain in possession until
ted by the tnre oenrer and need only shqp prior peaceful

session against the defendants.

An action for trespass will lie if the defendants

ionally entered the property. Itre unrvarrantable entry

on land in the peaceful possession of another is a trespass

wt regard to the degree of force used, the rneans of

, or the e:rtent of darnage. llhe entry itself is the

86

For exarqrle, if one without license fron the person in
session of land walks upon it or casts a twig upon it or

a

ter
bucket of water upon it, he comruits a trespass. It is

ial whetler there are any further damages -- further
result. E:<cuse rne.

To constitute an actionable trespass, there nnrst be an

irrnative act. Itre invasion of the land must be intentional
the harm caused rnrst be the direct result of that

zz8
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ion. Trespass does not lie for nonfeasance or failure to
form a duty. Intent is proved by showing the defendant

ed voluntarily and that he liorew or should have lmown the

t -- he or she hrew or should have lqlqm the result that
foLlor frqn his act.

Although neither deliberation, puryose, rntive, nor

ice are necessary elernents of intent, the defendant nnrst

the act rdrich, in law, constitutes the invasion of the

ff's right.
Trespass is an intentional tort, and ntrile ttre trespasser

be lial [sic] need not to be -- excuse nre. lrlhile the

er to be liable need not intend or e:<pect the

-- danaging consequence of his entry, he mrst intend

act which constitutes the unwarranted entry on another,s

tr.inally, lack of permission is an essential elenent of a

e of action for trespass.

Now, Iet rne talk about danages for trespass. If the

proved the defendants' trespass on his property,

he s entitled to recover at least nqninal dannages, even if no

of injury or damage to the property exists.

Entry alone entitles the possessor to at least nqninal-

The plaintiff is entitled to recover for arry other

damages that have been proved by tJre greater weight of

to
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llhenever the injury resurting frqn trespass is deemed to
permanent, ttre neasure of damages is the decrease in thebe

f rnarket value of ttre property except wtrere there is a

destnrction, in w?rich case the orrner is entitled to
the entire value.

When entry to the property resulting frm trespass is
by restoration or repair, it is considered to be

ann!, and the neasure of danages is the cost of

ation and repair.

Punitive danages nuly be awarded only wtrere the trespass

willful, wanton, or in reckless disregard for the

's rights.
In this case, the plaintiff seeks punitive darnages in

tion to actual damages. Punitive damages, also lmorrn as

darnages, are i.qrcsed as punishrent. Ihey are not

to corqrensate. Rrnitive darnages are allowed in the

of society and the nature of punishment and as a

and exarqrle to deter the wrong-doer and others frqn

ting like offenses in the future. lloreover, they senre

to vindicate a private right by requiring the wrong-doer to

npney to the injured party.

To recover puritive darnages, the plaintiff mrst prove by

and convincing evidence that ttre defendant's actions

88
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fulness, and wantoruressn are synonynpus. ttre terms are

to describe a conscious failure to exercise and obsenre

or due eare.

Itrere is no formrla or standard that can be used as a

for assessing punitive damages; ho,rever, factors

to your consideration of punitive damages are:

1: The character of the defendant,s actsl

2z lhe nature of the ham to Plaintiff r.rtrich defendant

ed or intended to causel

3: Ihe defendant's degree of culpability;
4z fhe punishrpnt that should be inposed;

5: Drration of the conduct;

5: Defendant's awareness or concealrnent;

7 z The existence of sinilar past conduct;

8: tij<elihood the award will deter the defendant and

frqn like conduct;

9z Whether the award is reasonably related to the harm

to result from such conduct; and,

10: Ihe defendant's wealth or ability to pay.

Nor, a verdict in this case cannot be based upon

, passion, prejudice, or ernotion or sone other

ation not found in the evidence. I charge you that,
jurors, you rmrst decide the issues involved in this

based solely upon the evidence which you hear

the course of the trial. Your verdict nust be without

89
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b and wittrout prejudice to any party.

You cannot allorc yourselves to be governed by syrqrathy,

by pressure -- by prejudice, passion, by public opinion r ot
other consideration not for.rnd in the evidence.

Now, Iet me say sotrpthing about your deliSerations.

liberation" is defined as careful consideration weighing up

Iit1 a vieur to decision. Itre genius of our jurry system is it
12 good nen and lruren frqn 12 different backgrounds,

1i e:qleriences, and perspectives to consider ttre evidence,

about it, and ultimately reach a verdict. We call thenr

for a reason. You are to consider the evidence

an this case carefully and deliberately and discuss it in a

thorough, courteous manner. Listen to the views of all
fellw jurors, consider other people's points of view,

talk through and discuss the evidence.

Remember , if you're doing smething deliberately, you €rre

in a big hurry, and you should not be in a big hurry here.

case is very irportant to both sides, and this is their
day in court.

I{hen you retire to the jury roorn, you should d.iscuss ttre

so

e with your fe1low jurors to reach agreement if you can do

Your verdict nust be rrnaninpus. Each of you nu.rst decide

case for yourself, but you should do so only after you

iq)artially considered the evidence, discussed it fully

23L
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jurors. Do not be afraid to change your opinion if the

eussion persuades you that you should, but do not cqne to a

ision si4rly because other jurors think it is right.
Ladies and gentlemen, your verdict nmst be a unanimous

lllr. Forernan, l*ren f:he jury agrees on the verdict, you

1 enter ttre verdict on the verd.ict form and sigrn your narne

foreperson. llhen lonock on the jury rooln door and inform

bailiff that you have reached a verdict. At that tirne, we

I receive you back into the courtroqm.

Norr, I ask that you now retunn to the jwry roon but do

begin your deliberations rurtil you are told by the clerk

bailiff to do so. lltrere are sonp rnatters that I need to
cuss with the attonreys before you can begin your

i-berations.

Now, at this time, please return to the jury room but do

discuss the case or anyone involved with the case. Ihank

(Ihe jury exited ttre courtrooilr at L2:14 p.m.)

TIIE COITRT: Okay. Any issues with the charge?

llR. PEIL: No, Your Honor.

l.tR. TINSLEf,: No objection.

TIIE COttRT: ALL right. I need to get ttre alternate. I'd
y'al.l to just tahe a look at the evidence, rnake sure it's

233

put together correctly.
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to

to

ob

If they want to watch the video, do we have a laptop so

they can use? Okay. We'Il give them the CD and if
-- I'11 leave it to y'dl, Uadam Clerk, to figiure out hqr

let them watch the video in the jury rocm.

And' gosh, r guess we're in a civil triar but do you want

renerd all your previous objections and rptions?

lllR. TINSLET: Yes, Your Honor. I'd renew all prior
ions and our nptions heard, particrrlarly our nptions for

verdict on the trespass cause of action and

y curulative darnagles.

TIIE COttRT: Okay. So noted.

I thfuk we can get the alternate in here now. I need to
the alternate before they can begin deliberations.

Can get the alternate in here real quick? But just to be

I'm bringirg -- I'm going to let the alternate go and

we'll turn it over to the jury. And ttrat was Juror

-- here we go -- 130.

All right, Juror No. 130.

JttROR NO. 130: Yes.

$IE COttRT: So you're our alternate. We didn't lose

in the last 24 hours and we're about to begin

in the case, but thank you for your serrrice.

're free to go but you're welcqne to stay, but tlrank you

your serlrice.

JITROR NO. 130: Ihank you very rmrch.

No

de
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IIIE COITRT: All right. I have the verdict form and I
the jury charge. f 'd like to rnal<e the jurry charge --
(Pause in the recording frorn L2:LT p.m. to 12:19 p.m.)

TIIE COITRT: A11 right. So I got all the evidence, 9ot
qD.

IINIDEIITIFIED MALE: Judge, we just [indiscerniJcle]
lway.

IIIE COITRT: Ihat's fine.

l.ladarn Clerk, I'm going to telI them t*rat lunch is on

ir *m. Is that accurate?

TIIE CI,ERK: I'm [indiscerniJcle] go call, try to do it
ine.

IHE BAITIE'E': Give this to the jury?

TIIE COttRT: Ihey can begin deliJrerations.

All right. We'II be at ease until we have any questions.

(A recess was taken frqn L2zL8 p.m. to 12:47 p.m.)

TIIE COIIRT: AII right. So there's an issue with ttre
or the T\/ -- the D\lD player?

TIIE C[,ERK: Ihe CD played it off of his conputer, so we

used ours and nosr it won't colurect. We're seeing if he

bring I indiscernible] laptop coqruter I indiscernible] .

ITIE COURT: Y'all have any objection to his corq>uter

used? I nean, as long as they don't search around the

. Ihe onl,y other thing ere c€ul do that's going to be

zss
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, ask thecn if they'd like to see it again, and shqr therr

and sort of be in here and have to rnaintain that. I
, w€ have got [indiscernible] just letting you hron.

TIR. TINSI,ET:

obviously.

I donrt -- yedr, I'm not going in the jury

I'NIDENTIFIED SPEMER: What are other Court's practices

on having an objection to playing it?
TIIE COTIRT: Okay. Well, I rtean, t1picaLly, I just assunn

them stay in there beeause now lindiscernible] watch the

v on !!s. Fie1d's coq>uter?

I{S. MERRII,L: I think ttrat's fine, Your Honor. I just --

us

I

want them doing that, obviously. Itrat's ruy only concern.

maybe we can make sure they can't, like, access the

or anything. Don't want ttrem looking up -- none of

's the only thing I thought of, but, you lmor, I don't

any objection, if that's the way the Court wants to
it.

TIIE COITRT: l{urphy's law here.

ITNIDEIITIFIED SPEMER: l{aybe just bring them in.
t NIDEIITIFIED SPEMER: Let thern watch it in here? Do you

rne to send then back in here, Judge?

TIIE COttRT: Yeah. I neanr, I don't think [indiscerniJrle].
t NIDEIITIFIED SPEMER: Bring the T\/ [ indiscern:iJcle] .

!,{S. MERRIIJT: I don't [i-ndiscernible] -- I just --
(Cross-talk)
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on

IJNIDEIIIIFIED SPEMER: It wasn,t shodng on ttre TV. It
showing on the laptop.

lIlE COttRT: Oh, you're right. lhat's right. It w€rs a

UNIDENTIFIED SPEMER: Yeatr, but it ran through the TV.

TIIE COT RT: Correct.

ITNIDEI|TIFIED SPEMER: Yeah. I mean, they can watch it
the laptop. I nean, it's. . .

1IIE COttRT: If we're going to play it through his laptop,

's just do it in here, and ttrat way --
ITNIDEIITIFIED SPEAKER: Okay. tJhat about this? Would it
if -- I don't lmqr the setup of the jury room exactly,

could the corqruter be hooked up to that TV and they could

watch frqn the TV? And tlren, rtrhen they're finished,

can just Let the deputy lmow and we can get the corqluter

. I don't lmqv if that would work.

IIIE COT RT: It probably [indiscernible].
ITNIDEIITIFIED SPEAKER: Hovrever the Court wants to handle

I'm just trying to think of ways to malce it --
ITNIDEIITIFIED SPEAKER: We can have the laptop through the

bu

it

j

TIIE COITRT: Itre State's laptop [indiscernibJ.e].
IINIDEIIIIFIED SPEAKER: Not [indiscernible] through ttre

237

TIIE COLTRT: Fair enough. Very we1l. [Indiscernible].
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's just have them play it jJr here. rtrey can watch it and

tiey can go back. So, obviously, I'11 bring thenr in.
just say I understand you want to watch the video. We'Il

it for you nor. And then I '11 ask them, 'Does anybody

to watch it again?"

l{S. MERRIITL: Because they have got another disc too, so

't lmorr if they're going to watch bottr of them.

$IE C€IIRT: I'11 just -- I'11 be the one that ta'lks to
. You'II just have to be the conputer [indiscernible].
(Pause in the proceedings. )

TIIE COttR!: AII right. So llr. Peil, you can set that up,

MR. PEIL: And r*ris is ttre original. I just want to nrake

tbis doesn't get lost anlnrhere.

TIIE COTRT: Okay. That's the evidenee.

MR. PEIL: fhat's the evidencer /€s.
ITIE COITRT: tlhy don't you tee it up.

![R. PEIL: It's ready to go.

lt{S. MERRILL: I{trich one is that? Is that 7?

llR. PEIL: 7.

lls. I.IERRILLz 7 is June.

IIIE COITRT: And this is the --
}IR. PEIL:

TTIE COIIRT:

June 17th.

Ihis is the video with ttre car, the vehicle?

The vehicle.

I

I

I,TS. MERRII,L:
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s

llR. PEIL: I believe it's --
TIIE COttRT: Okay. I think that's the one they want to
All right.

ITNIDEIITIFIED FErlAtE: Yeah, this is the one they

Br

t

tbem in.

ITIE COI'RT

on

].

: .Lll right. Go ahead and bring them in.

t

(Ihe jur7 entered the courtroon at T:55 a.m.)

TIIE COttRT: A1I right.
JIIROR: Yeah, we couldn't get that one [indiscernible]

TIIE COttRT: Okay. So we have got the video. Is this the

you're wanting to see?

JIIROR: Yes.

IIIE COTRT: All right. We'Il go ahead and

]. Have a seat and we won't say anything wtrile

're in here. We'II just let you watch ttre video. And if
need to watch it again after that, just let us h1sr.

A1L right. lfir. PeiI, if you could just play it.
Y{hat's up?

JIIROR: Can we get you to pause it for us?

THE COttRT: What?

.IIIROR: When you get to a spot, c€ul rde get you to pause

when we get to a spot?it
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ITIE COLTRT: Who's got the control?

JIIROR: Or ean we just "stop it" and you can do that?

TIIE COTJRT: [hat's fine.
llR. PEIL: Is t}at all right?

1IIB C@RT: Just say "Stop." But I don't want y'aII to
it.

JIIROR: No. We're not going to [indiscerniJcle].
(Video pLays. )

JIIROR: Stop right there. Are y'aIl right with that? Is

I indiscernible] ?

TIIE COURT: I don't want y'alI to dissuss nhat you're --
JIIROR: No, I just wanted to see if they w-ant to keep

1IIB COttRT: Okay. Do you want us to keep playing it?
JIIROR: We don't -- yeah.

JIIROR: Keep going.

JIIROR: Keep going. Okay.

(video plays.)

JIIROR: Are we all right?

JIIROR: lirlnm.
JIIROR: Okay. thank you.

$IE CqrRT: Head on back to the juqf rootn.

(The jury exited ttre courtroom at 12:56 p.m.)

IIIE COTRT: All right. We're on standby.

(A recess was taken frqn L2257 p.m. to 1:36 p.m.)

Zqo
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TIIE COURT: Please be seated. A11 right. I'm told we

a verdict.

l[R. PEIt: Yes, sir.
EIIE COITRT: Anything before we bring the jury in?

MR. PEIL: No, sir.
TIIE COITRT: Bring them 5-n, please.

Regardless of the verdict, ny custqn is just to do ten

for post-trial motions so...
tlR. PEIL: Ten days for post-trial?

IIIE COITRT: Yeah. I'11 say it after but I want to nrake

I told that noxr.

(Ihe jqf entered ttre courtroom at 1:37 p.m. )

ITIE COLTRT: All right. !lr. Forecnan, I understand y,all
a verdict; is that correct?

JITRY FOREI.IAII: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COITRT: Is your verdict unanimous?

JITRY FOREMN{: Yes.

TIIE COITRT: All right. Please hand it to the bailiff.
JITRY FOREIAII: Give it to you?

gtIE cot RT: To hi-n.

iII,RY FOREMAII: Oh.

(Pause in the proceedings wtrile ttre Court reviews

.)

TIIE COttRT: Do you have the jury charge that was with you

was back there in tlre roqn?

6)
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JITRY FOREMN{: fhe jury rrhat?

I'IIE COttRT: Ihe instnrctions.

iIItRY FORETIAI{: Yes. They're in a pile.
TIIE COttRS: Okay.

JttRY FOREI,IAN: With the pictures, the photos in there.

ITIE COTRT: I don't norrnally do this but I think I need

talk to y'all first before I...
llR. PEIL: Is that including [indiscernible]?

BETCH CONFEREIICE

(A bench conference was held off ttre record and outside

the hearing of the jury. )

VERDICT

TIIE CLERK: Itre verdict form:

W€, the jury, find that ttre defendant, Crystal Suggs,

Yes.

W€, the jury, find that tJre defendant, Scott Suggs,

: Yes.

W€, the jurry, find the total arpunt of actual and nqninal

, if any, by tJre preponderance of the evidence of sane

t*re plaintiff to be: Zero dollars.
W€, the jury, find, by clear and convincilg evidence,

defendants, Crystal Suggs and Scott Suggs, acted

Ly, mntonly, and with reckLess disregard of the

's rights: Yes.

zLI L

W€, the jury, fi-nd, by clear and convincing evidence,
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the total arnount of prrnitive danages to be: Zero

Signed this day by the jury foreman.

ITIE COURT: Okay. Could you hand that back to rne?

Any rotions before I discharge the jury?

ItR. PEIL: Yes, Your Honor. At this tirne, I would nrake a

for reconsideration, I guess, we'll call it. Whatever

we want to call it. But under the law, if ttrere has been a

of trespass, there rnrst be sqne sort of award of

, even nqninal dmages. I think ttrere's perhaps

issues to be resolved.

TIIE COITRT: Okay. Any response frqn the defense? you

't have to. But if you have anything, just let ne lmor.

llR. TINSLEY: I don't [indiscernible].
TIIE COITRT: ALl right. tadies and gentlenen, I have

ved your verdict fornn, llr. Foreman, and your verdict --
did find that both ttre defendants cqnuitted a trespass in
civil sense and a -- I'm going to look this over real

before I say anything else.

Okay. AII right. So, under the law of trespass, if you

that the defendarrts have ccnrunitted a trespass, then entry

of a trespass entitles the plaintiff to at least norninal

So I need you to go back to the jurT roqn and

s this rnatter a little bit more. But you cannot --

zr13
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TIIE COttS[Is No, sir, hold on. you carurot arrard zero.

Jt RY FOREI{AI{: Okay. Can I say somethins

TIIE COURT: No, sir, you cannot. But you can write a
to me and I'11 address it. But I don't want to have

€ut open discussion.

iIIIRY FOREDIAI{: No, no [indiscernible].
TIIE COttRT: All right?

JURY FORETIAI{: I lam what ttre alount is that --
TIIE COITRT: Okay. I don't want -- sir, I don't want to

it in the courtroom. I need y'all to go back to the

j roorn. If I have a legal guestion for ne, you can write
it on a notepad, and I'1I raal<e a record of it.

(fhe jury exited the courtroom at 1:44 p.m.)

TIIE COITRT: Print out the verdict form again, please.

Court E rhiSit 3, verdict form No. 1 .

UR. PEIL: No. 1.

(Court's Drhilcit No. 3t Verdict Form No. L, was narked

identification anrd received into evidence. )

ITIE COITRT: I'm going to print ttre verdict form agai_n.

TIIE CT,ERK: OKay.

TIIE COITRT: Frankly, I night fill in yes and yes.

t[R. TINSLEI: I think punitive, zerot doesn't change.

TIIE COttRT: I'm not arguilng -- I'm just talking about you

't award -- well, I wasn't cLear about that.
l,IR. TINSLHI: WeLJ-, you already addressed with them
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, so I think -- insist on their finding no pr:nitives,

no actuals [indiscernible].
TIIE COT RT: Yeah, I -- what do you think? Can I just let
scratch out zero on ttre damages?

lllR. TINSLET: No, I don't have a problenr with you giving

another form.

!lR. PEIL: I have no objection to that either.
UR. TINSLEY: I think the way you suggested is fine.
IIIE CLERK: And you'll fill out the part that's in

?

IIIE COITRI: I might have her cqne out w"ith ne rdren I go

them and say the verdict is fine -- I rlean, the verdictto

IN the aruount of actual nqninal darnages. That's my only --
-- tJre on1y issue with the verdict form is you have zero

's my only [indiscerniJcle]. I rnan...

Actually, J-et's put it on the record.

l{R. PEIL: We're on t}re record, yea}r.

t{S. I,IERRIII: So, essentially -- I want to rnake sure I'm

. So I guess what I would say is they're finding

at least for punitives and actuals, that is zero, and if
give thern a blank form, to re, they considered that and

decided those issues.

ttR. PEIL: WeII, there's no distinction betryeen actual

nqninal on the form, but...

is
we

ztlr

ITIE COttRI: [Indiscenrible] in hindsight [indiscernible] .
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it

MR. PEIL: I think they get --
(Cross-ta'lk)

!ls. IrlERRrr,L: -- any of the charges. r think you charged

right.
t{R. PEIL: I'm fine with the charge, yeatr.

TIIE COttRT: All right. So --
llR. PEIL: He said he hnew ttre amount so he's going to

sone nurnber on there.

TIIE COttRT: Okay. IIndiscernible].
lls. MERRILT: liy only hesitation is wtrat happens if they

sonething different other ttran the nqninal part? Hqrr do

handle that if they go back and they start...
TIIE COttRl: WeII, ho'r about this? Ihe reaLity is it was

a proper verdiet form. I'm wondering [indiscernible] be

to send it back until it's proper.

llR. PEIL: I don't lsnoar. I have seen a lot of ctazy

. I have never -- never had ttris issue. I don't hrqr
answer, and anything I said would be off the top of my

wr

we

l[R. TINSIJHI: Yeah, it strikes nE that No. 3 is the only

that's [indiscerniJcle] obviously [indiscerniJcle] one and

, So -- and they could find [indiscerni-ble].
I{R. PEII: I don't think they're inclined to add

tives, but I think if you send them back a new form, they

Z'16

soy, 'You lmorr rthat? If we have got to award rpney,
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we're going to say no trespass occurredr" if we send them

a blank form.

IIIE COttRT: Okay. [IndiscerniJcJ.e]. f '11 just give them

blank form [indiscernible].
!tR. PEII: Ihat's right. Hopefully the next one is not

IIIE COURT: Are you sure there,s nothing else we need to
cuss about Iindiscernible]?

l{S. MERRITL: It is working, Judge. I'm just trying to
sure -- you lmow, as !lr. Peil said, I'm not exactly sure

the right solution either, so...

That's my only hesitancy, if they come back -- they still
a verdict. Whether the form properJ-y dealt with the

damage issue, to me, is still different than what

ir verdict was. So then if we come back and they have a

ferent verdict -- that's what I was trying to kind of

e, but I don't lgrow the right --
TIIE COTRT: [IndiscerniSle] something like that. I

All right. Let's go off the record while hre're doing

(A recess was taken from Lz48 p.rl. to 1:54 p.tn.)

(The jury entered the courtroqn at 1:54 p.m. )

THE COURT: Mr. Foreman, Iou have -- y'all have

zL)7



1

2

3

4

5

6

't

8

9

L0

11

!2

13

14

15

16

t7

18

19

20

2l

22

23

24

25

de

VERDICT

r_05

npre. Is this decision still unanirnous?

JIIRY FOREI.IAN: Yes, still unanimous.

IIIE COITRT: fhanh you, sir.
(Pause in the proceedings while the Court reviews

.)

$IE COT RT: Okay. l{adam Clerk?

TIIE CLERK: In the natter of Robert Lagroon versus

Suggs and Scott Suggs, verdict form:

W€, the jury, find the defendant, CrystaL Suggs,

Yes.

W€, the jury, find the defendamt, Scott Suggs,

ed: Yes.

W€, the jury, find the total ancunt of actual and nominal

, if any, by the preponderarce of the evidence

by the plaintiff to be: One doIlar.
W€, the jury, by clear and convincing evidence, that the

endants, Crystal Suggs and Scott Suggs, acted willfully,
, ot with reckless disregard to the plaintiff's

: Yes.

W€, the jury, find, by clear and convincing evidence,

the total amount of punitive darnages to be: $200.

TIIE COITRT: All right. Anything eLse before r discharge

jury?

MR. PEIL: Nothing from the plaintiff, Your Honor.

THE COITRT: Anything from the defense?
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Yeah, that,s fine,

BEI{Cff CONFERENCE

(A bench conference was heLd off the record and outside
of the hearing of the jury. )

TI{E couRT'. Any other nrotions from the defense prior to
di-scharging the jury?

MR. TINSTEY: Nothing prior to letting the jury go, your

Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Ladies and gentlemen, when you

cane in, r guess, yesterday, you didn't lorow what was in front
of you, but we appreciate your eenrice. you krrorrl, the tnrth
is, senring on a jury is a high form of public senrice, so we

appreciate you being here, and vrtrether it's a week of civil
court ot a week of crininal court, you lotowt w€ can't move

these cases sometirnes rrnless y'all come in and do the work of
hearing the evidence and ma]<ing a decision.

So y'aII are free to go at this ti$e. We appreciate your

setrrice, and have a nice day. You are done for the week. A11

right. Thanl< y'all.
(fhe jury exjted the courtroorn at t:52 p.m.)

THE COITRT: Madam Clerk...

So we went from one -- well, ten days for post-trial
rnotions.

Anything else for the record today?

Ir[R. PEIL: Nothing for the record, your Honor.



L

2

3

4

5

6

7

I
9

10

11

L2

13

T4

15

16

L7

18

r.9

20

2L

22

23

24

25

108

llR. TINStgf: Nothing, your Honor.

EIIE COttRf.. All right. .tust -- if you file anything,

ase give us a heads-up.

Nice working with y,all this week and f hope y'all have

e travels back to ever;n*rere -- Greenr*ood, Evatrrs, aLr those

a

l[R. TINSLEtr: thank ;rou, Judge.

$IE CO[!RE.. &anlr y'aLl.
(Ihe above natter concluded at 1:59 p.m. )

29o
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