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THE COURT: Is counsel ready to proceed?


MR. PEIL: The Plaintiff is ready, your Honor.


MR. TINSLEY: Yes, your Honor.


THE COURT: Alright. Ladies and gentlemen, we,re


to go ahead with the serection of our jury for our trial
week. This is the t,rial of Robert Jay Lagroon versus


stal Suggs and Scott Suggs. This case arises out of an


eged trespass that occurred on 'June 17th, approximately June


and 18th of 20L4 here in McCormick County. I've got a


of several questions I want to ask you as part of this
selection process, but before I do that, Ird like to allow


at,torneys to stand up, introduce themselves and their


ents at this time.


MR. PEIL: May f proceed?


THE COURT: Yes, sir.


MR. PEII: Good morning, my name is Jeffrey peil, I,m


h the law firm of Huggins, Peil and I represent the


ntiff, the Plaintiff, Dr. Lagroon here, he would stand,


s in a wheelchair, f'd just like to clarify it is completely


elated to the trespass of this, he's not remaining seated to


ult you.


THE COURT: Alright.


MR. TINSLEY: My nane is Jamison Tinsley, I practice


the law firm of finsley and finsley over in Greenwood wit,h


father Robert rinsley, he was the public defender out there
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for many years, he's now retired, so Irm basically a soLo


pr itioner and f represent Scott Suggs who is a named


Def t in this case.


MS. MERRILL: Good morning, my name is Jane Merrill,
actice at a law firm in Greenwood, and I represent Crystal


s.


THE COURT: Alright. ladies and gentlemen, frve got


st of questions to ask you now. Can everyone still hear


(A few prospective jurors answer yes.)


THE COURT: A1right. So there are no wrong responses


his question, but, if you hear a guestion and it applies to


just stand up, tell me your juror number, f may have some


Ip


al


me?


to


you


fol
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up questions to ask you once I hear from you. Alright.


member of this jury related by blood or marridg€, have a


personal, business, or social relationship to either the


iff, Mr. tagroon, or the Defendants Crystal Suggs and


Suggs? If so please stand. Okay. Sir, what is your


number?


.IUROR 195: 195.


THE COURT: 95. And do you know the Plaintiff or the


Def nts or both?


v


t


e


t


JUROR L95: Both.


THE COURT: Okay. The fact that you know both


Plaintiff and the Defendants, do you think that would
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ect your ability to be a fair and irnpartial juror?


JUROR 95: Yeah.


THE COURT: Okay. Thank you, you can have a seat.


BAILIFF: That was juror 195.


THE COURT: f,m sorry, 195?


BAILIFP: 195, y€s, sir.
THE COURT: Tbank you for clarifying that. Anyone


el ? Your number?


JUROR 73: 73 .


THE COURT: And do you know the plaintiff or the


De nts?


JUROR 73: Both.


THE COURT: The fact that you know both of them,


that affect your ability to be a fair and impartial
ju t?


af


fo


PI


JUROR 73: I don,t think it would.


THE COURT: Okay. Anyone etse? Alrighr. The


lowing is a list of potential witnesses in this case.


].


se pay attention. Becca Lagroon, Rebecca Lagroon, Scott


s, Kelly Sue Barnett, Scott Suggs, Crystal Suggs, Mr.


rt Jay Lagroon. Did I Leave any witnesses out?


MR. TINSLEY: None that I,m aware of, your Honor.


MR. PEII: Not that I,m aware of.


TllE COURT: Alright. Ladies and gentlemen, is any


r of this jury related by blood or marriage or have a
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personal, socialr or business relationship with any of


tential witnesses r just called out which r also included


iginal parties as well, but anyone, does this apply to


on that witness list? Do you know them, have a


(No response. )


THE COURT: Is any member of this jury panel who's


made a campaign contribution t,o Billy Garrett or


teered for his carnpaign for State Senate? ff so, please


J


tionship with them?


(No response. )


THE COURT: A1right. Is there any member of this


panel who's a past or present client, employee, business


iate, friend, or acquaintance of Defendants attorneys, R


Tinsley, BiIIy J. Garrett, Jr., or Jane Hawthorne


i11? If sor please stand.


(No response. )


THE COURT: Along the same lines, is any member of


jury panel a past, present cLient r ot employee or friend or


rey PeiI? If so, please stand.


(No response. )


THE COURT: Is there a member of t,his jury panel or


r immediate family who is a past or present employee of the


PIa iff, Robert Jay Lagroon?


bus ss associate or acquaintance of Plaintiff's lawyer, Mr.


Jef


the


ev


vol.
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(No response. )


THE COURT: fs anyone on this jury panel or your


reratives ever been a customer at Robert '.Tay Lagroon's store


als= known as l{.G.'s Store? ff so, please stand.


(No response. )


THE COURT: Does any member of this jury panel or any


of y-our relatives receive any dental trealment from Robert Jay


Lagroon?


(No response. )


THE COURT: Okay. Is any member of this jury panel


fam:Iiar with the real property located at 79L Highway 7,


McCcrmick, South Carolina?


(No response. )


THE COURT: Any member of this jury panel or your


relatives ever been involved in a civil lawsuit? ff so, please


stacd.


(No response. )


THE COURT: I think I' lI add clarification. Involved


as a Plaintiff or a Defendant in a civil ]awsuit? Yes, sir,
your juror number?


.IUROR L04z Sorry, f don't remember.


THE COURT: lilhat's your last name?


JUROR 104: Griffin.


THE COURT: Griffin.


CLERK: 104.
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THE COURTT I44?


CLERK: 104.


THE COURT: Alright. Juror number 104, you've been


lved in a civil Lawsuit before?


JUROR 104: Yes, sir.


THE COURT: As a Plaintiff or a Defendant?


J(IROR 104: As a plaintiff.


THE COURT: Alright. The fact that you served as a


ntiff or have been a Plaintiff in a previous case, do you


k that wourd affect your abirity to be a fair and impartial


x?


JUROR 104: No, sir.


THE COURT: Alright. You can have a seat. Anyone


in response to that question?


(No response. )


THE COURT: Is there any member of this jury panel


s ever been involved in a divorce action involving chitd


ody? If sor please stand. Okay. Your juror number?


.IUROR 2532 255, I think.


THE COURT: What's your last name?


JUROR 2532 SheLor.


THE COURT: Shelor?


JUROR 253: Sheenlor.


THE COURT: Okay. 253, L think. Cl.ose enough. The


that you've been involved in a divorce case involving


wh


cu
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r_0


ch


be


id custody, do you t,hink that would affect your ability to


lu


fair and impartial juror here today?


' JUROR 253: I do not.


THE COURT: Okay. Thank you. Is any member of this
panel a$rare of any bias or prejudice towards either the


ntiff or the Defendants in this case? If so, please stand.


(No response. )


THE COURT: Finally, does any member of this jury


I know of any reason whatsoever why he or she should not


P1


se as a juror in thls case with particular emphasis being


pl ed on your ability to be a fair and impartial juror to both


Plaintiff and the Defendants? If Sor please stand.


(No response. )


THE COURT: Finally, is there any member of this jury


I or your relatives that have participated in constructing


rt Jay Lagroon's house, outbuildings, or cell tower on his


th


pr rty? If sor please stand.


(No response. )


THE COUR?: Alright. Counsel, any other voire dire?


MR. PEIL: Nothing further from the Plaintiff, Your


r


THE COURT: Okay.


MR. TINSTEY: Nothing from the Defendant, Your


H
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11


rh


-d compile a list. Counsel, are y,all good with one


al te?


MR. PEIL: f think one alternate wouLd be sufficient
f two days.


MR. TINSLEy: I don't see why it wouldn, t be, your


THE COUR?: Okay.


MR. PEIL: Your Honor, tn?y we approach about one


before we do the drawing?


THE COURT: Sure.


(Off the record. )


THE COURT: Alright. Ladies and gentlemen, we,ve


led a list of potential jurors. The attorneys wilL nor,,


the opportunity to look over that list for a few minutes


e $re have to actually select them. So yrall take a few


lu


tes and we'II get started from there, okay? And if the


rs could just remain seated, I appreciate your patience,


we'I1 get this selection done soon.


(Off the record. )


THE COURT: You've both had a chance to revies, the


r list. l{e' J.l have four strikes per party, Plaintif f will


irst and when you call your strike out, please use the


r on the far left of the page. Alright.


CLERK: As f call tor yout strikes, if you will,


c


ha


b


j


go
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okay? 9le'll start trith Plaintiff , your first
ke?


MR. PEIL: Numbex 2.


CLERK: Defense?


MR. TINSLEY: Number 11.


CLERK: Plaintiff?


MR. PEfL: Number 17.


CLERK: Defense?


MR. TINSLEY: Number 15.


CI,ERK: PIAintif f ?


MR. PEIL: Number 14.


CLERK: Defense?


MR. TINSLEY: Number 18.


CLERK: Plai.ntif f ?


MR. PEIL: One moment. I'm sorry.


THE COURT: Okay.


MR. PEIL: f have several backups but we're striking


of the same people.


THE COURT: Okay.


MR. PEIL: Number 9, please.


CLERK: And Defense?


MR. TINSLEY: Number 16.


CLERK: Okay. Plaintiff, if I may verify your


kes. Nurnber 2, number 9, nurnber 14, and numbet ).7?


MR. PEIL: Yes, ma'am.
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Dallas Oskey, David Lawrence, James Hardy ---


L3


CLERK: Defense, verify your strikes. Nurnber 11,


r 15, L6, Lg.


MR. TINSLEY: Correct.


CLERK: Okay.


THE COURT: One alternate.


CLERK: And for your alternates, plaintiff,


MR. PEfl: Number 3.


CLERK: And Defense?


MR. TINSLEY: Number L.


De ense number L?


ju selection?


MR. PEIL: Let me double check ---


n


aI


1e


strike?


CLERK: Plaintiff verified number 115, nurnber 3. And


MR. TINSLEY: Correct.


MR. PEft: That's correct.


THE COURT: Alright. Before we call, oDy issues with


THE COURT: Alright.


up here, how about that?


up.


We'll wait until we get them


You can go ahead and have them


CLERK: Okay. As I call your name, if you will bring


r belongings and if you will go to the jury box here on my


t and your right. Okay. Evangeline Bishop, Dinah Fox,


ard Van Rengen, Bradford Andrew, Mark Koeppen, Craig


vilje, Curtis Richardson, I'filliam Simons, fff, Sharon
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BAILIFF: You said David Lawrence?


CLERK: Yes, sir. And James Hardy. Alternate,


9{il,1iam ,James.


THE COURT: Alright. Counsel, any issue with


seiection?


MR. PEIL: None from the pLaintiff, your


Honor.


MS. MERRILL: None from the Defense.


THE COURT: Alright. Ladies and gentlemen, you have


been chosen as a jury in Ehls case. First thing ilm actuarry


going to have you do is go back to the jury room and just


refresh yourselves and choose a foreperson. y'all elect


sornebody to be the foreman or forelady for this jury. Give a


note to the bailiff, let me know when you,ve done that, and


r' 11 get you right back in here for further instruction. you


shouldn't, prease don't discuss the caser lou havenrt heard any


evidence in the case, please don't, discuss the parties involved


or anyone, but just go on back and discuss who can be the


foreman or forelady for this jury and give me a note, let me


knc',r who you've selected, and frIl get you back in here,


okay? So please don't discuss the case, but head on back to


the jury room at this time. Thank you.


(Jurors exiting Courtroom. )


THE COURT: Alright. Anything before I Let the


balance go?


@
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MR. PEIL: No.


THE COURT: Alright. Madame clerk, this is the only


er $re have this week, so I think lrm just going to let them


CLERK: Sounds good. If they need a work statement,


're downstairs.


THE COURT: Okay. ladies and gentlemen. so you erere


selected for this jury trial this week. If you do need a


excuse, there's someone downstairs who can help you with


, but $re appreciate your patience this morning, I


iate you volunteer, weII, not volunteer, I appreciate you


ing up to perform your civic duty. And thank you again,


I are free to go at this time.


(Non-jurors exiting Courtroom. )


TllE COURT: Mr. Tinsley, Ms. Merrill, Mt. PeiI has


a motion to sequester witnesses which is fine. Do y'aIl


to have the same sequester for any of their witnesses?


MR. TINSTEY: Sure. I think everybody needs to be


out of the same spoon, so ---


THE COURT: Fair enough. So we will sequester


sses. I don't know who the witnesses are, so f need the


rs to help ne with communicating to the witnesses that


can wait outside for now.


MR. PEIL: Okay. Absolutely.


THE COURT: Okay.
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MR. PEIL: So I think it' s just our witnesses at this


time.


THE COURT: Alright. That,s fine. If y,all are


witresses, if y'all can just wait outside and someone, we,re


not going to start testimony until after lunch. Alright. So


whi;e we are waiting on the jury to pick the foreperson, I
wouid like Ehe aEtorneys to at least talk abouE exhibits.


There may be exhibits that y'a1l can stipulate to, f mean,


pictures, f don't know if there's pictures of damage to


pro!:erty here that, y'aII can agree to, or anything of that


matter, anyEhing that wiII help us move a litt.le bit more


eff:ciently this afternoon. If there is some exhibit and you


anticipate a contentious evidentiary debate on, f'd appreciate


a heads up just so f can maybe be a little ahead of the curve


wher that happens.


MR. PEIt: So I anticipate there are some exhibits


that will be objected to.


THE COURT: Okay.


MR. PEIL: Mr. Tinsley and f and Ms. Merrill. had some


discussions about that.


THE COURT: 91e11, tny first question would be is what


do they have to do with the issue of trespass?


MR. PEIL: Absolutely, I understand. I{ou}d you like


us to go ---
THE COURT: Sure.
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MR. PEIL: --- through t,he exhibits one by one, your


obj


THE COURT: Wellr lou could just tell me what some of


anticipat,ed disputes are.


MR. PEIL: So exhibit t, I don,t know if there,s an


ction, Dr. Lagroon delivered a trespass notice.


MR. TfNSIEY: Our position, f nean, if he testifies
he did t,his, then that's, I guess that,s fine, it,11


ly get him over the hurdle to get it into evidence, but


not concede that it was ever served on either one of our


ts by Dr. Lagroon or anybody else.


THE COURT: So it's a copy of a signed letter, is


right?


MR. TINSLEY: Unsigned.


MR. PEIL: Unsigned.


THE COURT: Unsigned. So it's a copy of a letter


t your client asserts that he sent, which I assume he can


au nticate in his direct testi-mony, so ---
MR. PEIL: Sure.


2


t7


THE COURT: I think that's fine, but it's subject


s and whatever else you lrant to add to it.


MR. PEIL: Number 2 is one that will not be sought to


tted into evidence because it's responses to


trogatories, but f have them as a labeled exhibit in case I


to refresh the memory of any wj-tness.
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THE COURT: Okay. So your discovery responses,


t at's fine.


MR. PEIL: Okay. And that,s straightforward.


THE couRT: For refreshing recollections, certainry.
MR- PErL: Number 3 is the Grs aerial picture of the


rty in question t,hat denotes the boundaries of Dr.


's property.


MR. TINSLEY: No objection.


THE COURT: Alright,.


MR. PErL: Number 4 is a document for impeachment


ses' it's a termination letter that Ms. crystal suggs


eived from Piedmont Co1lege.


THE couRT: A termination letter Ms. suggs received -


MR. PEIL: From piedmont rechnicar colrege, y€s, sir.
THE COURT: Oh, for impeachmentr so not


MR. PEIL: por impeachment purposes, yes, sir.
THE COURT: Okay. I mean, you can, t agree to it


ause you don't have any impeachabLe testimony yet, but


MR. PEIL: That,s right, that,s right. Number 5 are


awards that Becca Lagroon received.


THE COURT: And she is what?


MR. PEIL: She is Dr. Lagroon,s daughter


THE COUR?: Daughter.
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MR. PEIL: --- one of the kids that was abducted,


ye sir.
MR. TINSTEY: f don't see what it has to do with


pass.


THE COURT: Yeah. Again, how are you going to


the dots with that and trespass?


MR. PEft: f nean, again, Your Honor, itrs our


tion they were on the property and itrs her testimony they


there to abduct these children.


THE COURT: Her testimony?


MR. PEIL: Her testimony, she was there, I was t,here


ick up these kids and bring them off the property.


MR. TINSLEY: And it goes back, he's using this


abduct, f don't think she ever used that in her


sition.


MR. PEII: No, l, l, she certainly didn't, I mean, I


t think anybody would testify, y€S, I committed a


but


?HE COURT: She came to pick up a child, I guess if
s a minor, right?


MR. PEIL: Yeah. She came to pick up two minor


she and her husband came


THE COURT: Abduction implies criminal intent in my


ion, f nean, abduction, kidnap, it just rings of general


ion, not common pleas. And it's my understanding there was


to
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or


20


r any criminar outcome or charges filed regarding abduction


or kidnapping, is that accurate?


ha


MR. TINSLEY: That,s accurate, your Honor.


MR. PEII: Yeah. I,m not aware of any, no.


THE COURT: Okay. t{e11, if the testimony, again, I


'E read the deposition, but if the testimony was that a


or witness here carne to your clientrs property for the


se of picking up or getting a minor, that,s one thing, but


v


j


a


lu


ion just, that's, that would be like them trying to use


word liguor store again and again ---
MR. PEIL: I understand.


THE COURT: --- r.re just got to be careful, let,s not


ln ect things that


MR. PEIL: What I will sey, your Honor, is it is my


to prejudice this jury, not to unfairly prejudice this


, okay? I mean, my sole goal here is to get them to render


rdict for my client


THE COURT: t{ell


MR. PEIL: --- and ---
THE COURT: Well, wait a minute norrr, they are charged


by me


MR. PEII: Yes, sir.


THE COURT: --- to not have sympathy, passion,


judice be
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THE couRT: --- a reason that they grant a decision.


all evidence, prejudicial, f get that, but it can,t be


y prejudicial. But they're supposed to be in a mindset to
we try to el,iminate prejudice. So ---


MR. PEIt: I get that.


THE COURT: if you want to convince them that


did it with malice, that's oDe thing, but therers a fine
that you're going to have to walk here.


MR. PEIL: I mean, I, frm trying ---
THE COURT: I want you to try your case, but I donrt


t to try cases that never happened.


MR. PEIL: I,m try5.ng to find a word that fits this
t doesn't seem to offend the notions, r mean, they came onto


property wit,hout the permission of the custodial parent and


k two minor children against their will. And so ---
THE COURT: That sounds better than abduct.


MR. PEIL: Okay. I mean


IHE COURT: Now, I don't know if the chitdren are


to testify to it or if theyrre even witnesses, I donrt


' but r mean, just using key words that are part and parcel


--he criminal code or, that's just not something you need ---
MR. PEIL: So to clarify ---
THE couRT: we don't want to confuse the jury because


guestion they're going to ask is oh, who got arrested for
t or who went to jail for that
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MR. PEIL: I understand.


THE COURT: --- the ans$rer is no one, but they donrt


to be thinking about that.


MR. PEIL: f understand.


THE COURT: Again, I recognize y,all know the facts


the history bet,ter than I do, but t,hat,, s just how I see it
s far.


MR. PEIL: f mean, it's one of those things, f mean,


to argue malice, willfulness, recklessness


THE COURT: lilell, coming onto someone,s property in


without perrnission or if t,hey were told not to come on


operty, that sort of speaks for itself. I don't, I mean,


malice, abduction, and kidnapping is a little too much.


I


a


rh ry


rh Pr


So anlruay, let's just see where direct testimony takes you.


MR. PEIL: Okay. I understand completely. Exhibit 5


7 are the videos from the property.


THE COURT: Videos of what?


MR. PEII: Surveillance videos of the property, of


trespasses occurring.


THE COURT: Oh, so you've got video of it
ng?


MR. PEIL: Yes, sir.


THE COURT: Okay.


MR. TfNSLEY: Judge, this picture of this video says


ing of Daniel and Becca Lagroon, .Iune 19th, 2014. I
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don t want the jury ever seeing a disc that uses the word


for the reasons we just talked about.


THE COURT: You mean like it's part of the video?


MR. PEIL: No, it' s printed on the disc, yeah. I


, this is what I'm saying, this has been our case theory, I


, they came and kidnapped these kids. So it's, I


stand part of being a trial attorney is you have to shift


s, but I mean, that,'s what this case is. f mean, f can


a sharpie to the word kidnapping, f'm sure the disc will


I play.


THE COURT: Okay. I mean, again, f don't know want,


implication that there's some criminal act when it's been


ISr right?


MR. PEIL: If the evidence shows that a criminal act


rred, that two adults without permission took these kids, I


, I think I should be able to use that criminal term. I


k the testimony will show ---


THE COURT: f think you can use the facts. They,


's the video that shows people coming to another person's


ty and removing children, okay? But f don't think you


to fill in the legal conclusion of kidnapping ---
MR. PEIL: Okay.


THE COURT: --- because that's a charge that carries


tence, and we're here to talk about trespassing.


MR. PEIL: Yes, sir. I will, f'Ll try ---
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THE COURT:


MR. PEIL:


f'm giving you all the leeway I can.


to be creative with my langudg€, yes,


the file name can be changed to not say kidnapping, I think


tha would also be appropriate.


MR. PEIL: I'1I take a look.


sl-r


ass


a1s


Tha


the


avo


ki


he'


THE COURT: Okay.


MS. MERRITL: And Your Honor, on that one, I'm


ing it's the same video, I think the file name is actually


kidnapping of Daniel and Becca lagroon. So if. before


ing gets played where the jury night see the file name, if


THE COURT: Yeah, take a look at what it says.


's something y'all can do during lunch. Let's move on to


next exhibit.


MR. PEIL: Okay.


THE COURT: Buy yeah, to be correct, I would like to


d the using of the word kidnapping and showing of the words


MR. PEIL: Absolutely. Exhibit I is the Family Court


r that was in place at the time this occurred, it's a final


r of the Court. This is, I mean, f have a certified copy,


't plan on admitting it into evidence, it's for


hment purposes. Part of Dr. tagroon's testimony is that


going to testify, y€s, f had full custody of my chil.dren


hat time as awarded by the Family Court.


ref







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


L2


1L


13


T4


15


L6


L7


18


19


20


2L


22


23


24


25


ago


Ms


25


THE COURT: Okay. Is that in dispute?


MR. TINSLEY: The issue is my party, my client and


Suggs, they weren't parties to this order, this Farnily


case. Who knows what they knew about it, and I think


getting away from trespass


THE COURT: WelI, I ---
MR. TfNSIEY: --- providing Farnily Court orders.


THE COURT: lle can certainly testify that he had full


ody of the kids


MR. PEIL: Absolutely.


fHE COURT: But again, I keep, you know, his ex-wife


a party to the case, it's not like, for analogy


ses, it's not the ex-wife went in and took the kids in


ation of a Fanily Court order.


MR. PEIL: f'm sorry, they ---
THE COURT: f'm just saying it would be a little


erent if


MR. PEII: The ex-wife had done this?


THE COURT: YCah.


MR. PEIL: I mean, I understand. So exhibits 9


12 will not be admitted, they are there, f mean,


're orders of Family Court, but I mean, those are just for


eshment purposes in case, I mean, this happened L0 years


and so f knop phat they say, my client, you know ---


THE COURT: Okay.
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MR. PEIL: --- if he forgets, I'd like to be able to


resh his memory.


THE COURT: Okay.


MR. PEIL: But f mean, Irm not going to go into
ail about any of the prior or subsequent Family Court, I


on asking my cIient,, you know, you were awarded fult
ody of your children, and they were residing with you on


property on June l.6th, 17th, and 18th, correct. I mean ---
THE COURT: Okay.


MR. PEIL: --- I think that, s, that'lI be sufficient.


THE COURT: Alright.


MR. PErt: Exhibit 13 is a statement that was written


by Daniel Lagroon. rt was my initial intention to subpoena


l.t1 I


but then r discovered he was a resident of Georgia, so 13


not be admitted. L4 through 1.8 refreshment exhibits,


n, not to be admitted, I mean, they, re certified copies of


va ious proceedings that occurred in the Courts.


THE COURT: Certified copies


MR. PEIL: Certified copies of various orders that


e rendered by the Family Court, the U.S. District Court,


ything that


re


af


vre


THE COURT: U.S. District Court?


MR. TINSLEY: Judge, long after, Iater that year


this incjdent, he met some, sorne guy who wound up going
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that's related to a trespass, particularly considering that


ly court issued an order putting these kids into foster


e within days of that. I just don,t know how a trespass


s him to that being reLevant evidence in this case.


MR. PEIL: Perhaps I misspoke, I said I'm not


tting these exhibits.


THE COURT: Okay.


MR. TINSLEY: But f guess my ---
THE COURT: Well, what good is the testimony have to


of a u.S. District court order that doesn't have to do with


intrusion onto your client's property?


MR. PEIL: I mean, I,m making a strategic decision,


my plan initially when I called this case, my client is


ivated because of what happened. Just for the Court, s


ledge, after his children were kidnapped, they vrere brought


put in the care of t,heir mother and their mother aLrowed a


I predator who is HIV positive to interact with the son


the son contracted an irrness and that man was sentenced in


District Court for child molestation. Dr. Lagroon is


:Iy upset about this particular trespass. I understand from


Court's conversations yesterday and today that you want me


confine it to trespass, so this is my initial exhibit list,
I am saying I'm not admitting these exhibit,s.


THE COUR?.' To be clear, f 'm not confining,


confining the testimony to the causes of action
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are present for t,he Court to deal with.


MR. PEIL: Yes, sir.


THE COURT: f mean, if f had a cause of action, and


, f know this case has a long history and I think some


ers were dismissed and there were some appeals that went


but as I understand it, the only thing left for us to


ss is trespass.


MR. PETL:


THE COURT:


sation for the


MR. PEIL:


THE COURT:


MR. PEIL:


T}IE COURT:


MR. PEIL:


Trespass, ycs, sir.


Your client is seeking relief and


torte of Erespass?


Yes, sir.


And that's it?


Yes, sir. That's all, yep.


Yes, sir?


Exhibit L9 is just a copy of the amended


ca


st


laint, the operative pleading in this case. I think that's


ulated to.


THE COURT: $leII, not for evidence, is it?


MR. TINSLEY: The issue there is, it's got these


s of action that have been dismissed in there, so that


't be appropriate to go in front of a jury.


TllE COURT: WelI, again, amended complaint, I mean,


the


MR. PEIL.' Every case I've ever tried, the pleadings


ck with the jury, perhaps that is not the case. But you
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here's the complaint, here's the answer, these are


Cence.


THE COURT: No, T, don,t get me $rrong, f think you


testify to $rhat his complaint, well, again, f don't have


amended complaint in front of me, but I mean, what you, re


=ging is of course part of the testimony, but sending back a


I


l


I document like a cornplaint or aD answer that probably


or harms the jury's abiLity to understand the primary


al 48 different defenses, f don,t know if that helps the


ls in the case, so we'II cross that bridge when we get to


But tlpically, DO, I don't see the gurnmons


MR. PEII: Okay.


THE COURT: --- and complaint and the ans$rers going


into the jury room.


MR. PEIL: Okay. Yes, sir. Nurnber 20 is the


ena to Becca Lagroon just in case we ran into an issue of


ir.


ing her.


THE COURT: Okay.


MR. PEIL: You know, if we need to send a sheriff,
s here ---


THE COURT: Well, that would be more of a Court


bit, not an individual


MR. PEIL: Yeah, exactly. But, you know, given the


line, I btought it and marked jtr so I, d have the


THE COURT: Fair enough.
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MR. PEIL: And then exhibits Zt through 26, I
cipate these being content j.ous.


THE COURT: Okay.


MR. PEIL: These are his bills for legal services for
of cleaning up this whore mess. And r say cleaning up


mess, nothing to do with the physical property, everything


L


s


e


c


fo


to


ch


do with the kids.


MR. rrNsLEy: And my client nor Ms. suggs vrere party


any of these litigation costs that he incurred in these


ibits, so this is not a proper forum to try to recoup those


ts on a trespass lawsuit.


THE couRT: $te11' r don't think, does trespass allow


attorney's fees?


MR. TINSLEY: I don,t think it does.


THE couRT: r don't believe it does either. so those


medicar or litigation cost,s, sort of remediar costs for the


ld, is that


MR. PEII: Yes, sir, yes.


THE couRT: okay. r think if, if this $rere another


te claim, probably more ---
MR. PEfL: yes, sir.
THE COURT: --- applicable, but not likely


licable on a torte of trespassr sor but if you need to


ffer jt at some point, just let me know and we can let you


that.
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MR. PEIL: We will do that. So as I,m hearing then,


wet got a stipulation on one exhibit, plaintiff, s Exhibit 3,


aerial photograph ---
THE COURT: Well, f don't know if they stipulated to


letter, but I mean, the letter can come in assuming he


p ides foundational testimony, the GIS images. I felt tike


was more that y'all hrere okay with, rnaybe f rm wrong. I
like you to take a look at the video, both of you,


lly al.l of you during the lunch hour to see if we could


this, I mean, if it, you know, I imagine if it just says


act


pl


v'


mea


up


an


to


ki ing across the back of the screen the entire tj.me,


's kind of tough to deaL with, but y'al1 let me know what


1 can do with it. glhat about y'a11? Exhibits?


MR. TINSLEY: f don't think we, f don't think f have


except for maybe potentially if an impeachment issue rrere


THE COURT: WeII, yeah.


MR. TINSLEY: And ---


THE COURT: Not to get ahead of everything, but I


, you'll have the opportunity to put up your case, too, so


ha


k might be an issue


MR. TINSLEY: Potential]y, seeing how it Iooks, we do


a ptzotograph of Ms. Suggs' car, but f think, that she was


ing at the time, would potentially be an exhibit.


if intend to put anything up in your case in chief that you


rh
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MR. PEIL: Okay.


THE COURT: Alright. Okay. We1l, f guess that just


t covers it. You know, for openings, frve got like a


-minute opening charge f have to read to them after we


r them, then I'11 turn it over to you for opening


--ements, and we'Il just push through. It, s noon, do they


have a bailiff yeB? f nean, not bailiff, a foreman?


BAILIFP: A foreman, y€s, sir.


THE COURT: Oh, alright. 9{ho is that?


BAILIFF: They didn't tell me, and I didn, t ask. you


t me to find out?


THE COURT: Yes, we'11 find out together.


BAILIFF: You trant me to bring them back in?


THE COUR?: Just bring them all back in, f'11 tell
$re're going to lunch and come back in an hour.


BAILIFF: Okay.


THE COURT: Honestly, if y'all want me to let them go


too.f there, I'm fine doing that,


MS. MERRILL: That's fine, Your Honor.


THE COURT: I typically do that. Here, f,lL go out.


(.Iudge exiting the Courtroom, entering the jury room.)


THE COURT: Alright. Our foreman is Mr. Schavilje.


CTERK: Juror 24L.


fHE COURT; So f told them to come back in one hour,


no
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l{e


Ye


l1 get the jury in here and we,ll just start the t,rial.
, ma'am?


MS. MERRILT: f just want to add one thing on the


rd just for efficiency, s sake . !, m not going to repeat all
arguments, but if we can, just for the record, if there, s


objection to an exhibit, I will essentially be joining in,
just to save time, f'm not going to repeat it.


THE COURT: How about this, just for the trial,


'11 adopt Mr. ?insley's objections unless you stand up ---
MS. NIERRILL: And say otherwise.


THE COURT: That'd be fine, I understand.


MR. TINSLEY: And vice versa, Your Honor.


THE COURT: Okay. And I did tell them to avoid y,all
appreciate y'a1l avoiding them. So please donrt, really to


parties, the litigants, Plaintiff and Defense, please don, t
cuss the case or carry on any conversatj-ons with the jurors,


y? You don't have to be rude, just steer clear. Anything


3 for the record for now?


MR. PEIL: Nothing, Your Honor.


THE COURT: Alright. We'll be in recess for an hour.


(Off the record. )


THE COURT: Alright. I believe the jury's all back.


updates from when we recessed an hour ago?


MR. PEIL: None from the Plaintiff. f just remind


Court about sequestration; f see the witnesses are back ---
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IHE COURT: Alright. Are they the ones we had


bef re?


MR. PEILz T' m sorry, f didn't hear you.


THE COURT: Are they the ones who were in here before


MR. PEIL: Yes, Your Honor.


THE COURT: Okay. And basically, the sheriff wil.l.


to go get the witness whenever they're ready to testify.


MR. TINSLEY: Judger we looked at the video and


ything, I think it's fine wiEh that now. Ms. MerriII


ght up, brought to my attent,ion t,hat it, I guess, I don't


if it's going t,o be the first witness, but one of the


tiff's early witnesses is a process server and f'm not


su the relevance. We're not challenging service in this


, so maybe f'm mi.ssing something, I just wanted to go ahead


bring that up before we got going.


THE COURT: Okay.


MR. PEIL: $[e identified the witnesses, Your Honor,


cas


and


1n s case, the Defendants didn't take any depositions, so --


THE COURT: There grere no depositions taken?


MR. PEII: I deposed the Defendants, but they didn't


se anyone on our witness list.


?llE COUR?: Okay. So f ,nean, the bottom Lj.ne, Ehe


ess server, is that?
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MR. PEIL: There was an out of Court statement, a


party admission that was made to the process server by Ms.


Crystal Suggs.


THE COUR?: Okay. Alright. So I just need to bring


the jury in, give them the introductory charge and have them


sworn, opening statements, sunmary of what y, all intend to show


regarding the claims before the jury and the Court and we,11


move on with the next witness. Anything else before we bring


ther. in?


MR. PEIL: Nothing from the Plaintiff, Your Honor.


THE COURT: Alright. Anything from the Defense?


MR. TINSLEY: Nothing e1se, Your Honor.


THE COURT: Alright. Let's brlng them in, please.


(Jury entering Courtroom. )


BAILIFF: Judge, where do you want the foreman, on


this end or that end? I'm sorry. Right, here will be good?


THE COURT: We'11 just put him there since he's


there.


BAILIFF: Okay. And the alternates sit here.


THE COURT: Alright. Alright. Mr. Foreman, ladies


and Eentlemen of the jury, wel,come back. Please be seated, I'm


sorry. I hope y'al1 had a nice lunch. l{e're ready to begin


the trial of Robert Jay Lagroon versus Crystal Suggs and Scott


Suggs. I've got some opening remarks I want to give to you,
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bu before r do t,hat, r'rr ask the clerk of court to swear you


at this time.


3


CLERK: ff you would, please stand and raise your


t hand. You shall wirl and truly try in true deliverance


between the issues joined in this case, case number 2ol7-


5-45, Robert Jay Lagroon, plaintiff, against, Crystal and


t suggs, Defendants, a true verdict rendered according to


law and the evidencer so help you God? please indicate by


ng f will.


.IURORS: I will.


CTERK: Was there anyone that could not say that


?


(No response. )


CLERK: Thank you, you may be seated.


THE COURT: Alright. Ladies and gentlemen, before we


n this trial, I want to teII you this trial will be


erent from what you might expect, may be different. Many


le do not have the chance to attend actuar court session as


are doing now and may think from watching television or


es or reading books that trials are always full of high


dr , intense action, and riveting circumstances. glhile all
things may be true at times, this trial is not fort


en rtainment. This courtroom is a place of honor dedicated to


rh protection and preservation of citizens' rights through


many have called the greatest justice system ever created.
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pa


attorneys appearing before you are advocates for the


ies they represent, but first and foremost, they are


of :cers of the Court s$rorn to uphold the integrity and


fa ess of our judicial system. You should expect them to be


fessional, competent, and ethical in the representation of


t :.r crients' interests. Remember t,hat you too have taken an


to try this case to try and reach a fair and impartial


t and you are also expected to be professional,


onable, and ethical. Thank you for accepting this


rtant responsibility. Now, let me tell you how this trial
w1 proceed. The first thing that will occur is that the


at rney for the Plaintiff, the Plaintiff is the person who's


br ht this action or suit, his attorney will make an opening


st ement which will be followed by a similar statement by the


rneys for the Defendants. These opening statements are not


ts, those arguments will come at the conclusion of t,he


The purpose of the opening statement is for each party


utline his or her claims and the evidence which they intend


resent in support of these claims. Following the opening


nts, each side will present its evidence with the


P] tiff once again going first. Evidence may take many


fo , it may be testimony, documents, models, photographs or


rh like. You should pay close attention to aLl the evidence


is presented by each patty. You the jury are the sole
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tted to weigh the evidence and render a verdict based upon


After all the evidence has been presented, the attorneys


I make their crosing arguments. unlike their opening


tements, their final arguments will. be true arguments, that
each side will emphasize certain portions of the evidence


try to persuade you to agree with their version of the


ts. Keep in mind that opening statements as werl as closing


ts of the attorneys do not represent evidence in t,his


e. Give the attorneys your undivided attention, but keep in
thaE what they say is not evidence. After the arguments


finished, r' 11 explain to you the law which appries to this
and you wilr then retire to the jury room, consider the


s and Law and once you've done so, you,ll return a verdict


mean by the greater weight can be irrustrated by imagining a


citionar set of scales. t{hen the case begins, the scares


even. After aLl the evidence has been presented, if the


les should remain evenly balanced or if they tip even


ghtry in favor of the Defendant, then the praintiff wourd


faired to meet his burden of proof, and your verdict will
for the Defendant. rf on the other hand, the scal.es should


even slightly in favor of the plaintiff, then he wilL have


a


ca


fa


ca


$te


a


IN favor of one side or the other. During the course of the


tr , the Plaintiff has the burden of proving his claims; the


PI intiff must meet this burden by proving his claim by the


g ter weight or preponderance of the evidence. Now, what do
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P1


his burden of proof, and your verdict wourd be for the


intiff . Now, although ilm the only person who can tetr you


t the law is, you are the only ones who can determine what


facts are. r do not have the right to indicate how r may


r about the evidence presented, and throughout this trial,
intention wirl be to act impartially toward each party.


, second, fron time to Eirne an attorney will object to some


of testimony or evidence which the other side is seeking to


sent. As in sports, business, or any other structured


ivity, there are certai.n rules that both sides must obey in


senting evidence, these rures have a definite purpose. They


a time-tested system and it's extremely important for each


you to listen carefully to all the evidence presented. I


bi
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en ure that the information you receive is the most trustworthy


reliable evidence available. An objection is the procedure


t is used for an attorney to calL a possible vioration of


rures to my attention as the Judge of this court and for
th s reason, you should not hold an attorney's objection


ag inst his or her client. Nor should you conclude from my


ing on the objection that r favor one side or the other.


11y, f'd ask you to pay close attention to all. of the


ev nce presented to you. It is you, the jury who wiII
ermine the facts in this case, and as a resultr lou will


to evaruate the credibility which means believabirity of


witness who testifies in this case. you're participating
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't see anyone with any not,e pads, but if you happen to have


, please don't take any notes during the trial. f want you


remain focused solely on the witness stand right here in
t of me so you can hear the evidence and testimony as i.t, s


ng presented to you throughout the course of the trial. rf
ne needs a break during testimony, raise your hand, get my


ention if r don't make eye contact with you. !{e understand


imes you may need to take a break, and wer ll certainly
cmmodate that request if we get one. So at this time,


ase give your complete and undivided attention to the


f,rneys as they make opening statements to you at this time.


Peil?
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MR. PEIL: Thank you, Your Honor. Good afternoon,


dy. tly name's Jeffrey Peil, f,n the attorney for the


ff in this case, I introduced him earlier, Robert Jay


. This case is not going to be like the O.J. Simpson


it's not going to take 11 months, hopefully, we,ll have


done in a few hours, we're going to be mindful of your time.


this case is a relatively straightforward case that


cerns an outrageous trespass that $ras committed over a


iod of two nights, on .Tune 17th and June L8th of 2014. My


ent, Dr. Robert Jay Lagroon, has rived in Mccormick county


his rife. A woman named Eloise correy, part of his family,


ced hin sone acreage in Mccormick county right off Highway


The parties have discussed this, I'm going to show you
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mi


e try where the property is. so this is the property owned


by Dr- Robert Jay Lagroon right off Highway z t ot on Highway 7,


ver you want to describe it. And there,s a few interesting


p


rh ngs in the testimony you're going to hear about the


rty. Dr. Lagroon has lived here his whole life, he got it
1n 1985, but he grew up in this area. Back in the d.y, the


ty came through it and cut the property right down the


1e with this Highway 7, but hers grown up in and around


th s area. On the property he's got his whole life, he owns a


ric storage facility Ehat he rents out t,o peopre down here


t4ccormick. He has his home and dental practice right here.


has a machine shed and machine shop here where he does some


k. And it's no longer pictured here, but there used to be a


antic ceLL tower providing cell phone service to the area


ht there on his property. Now, long before this case ever


pened, Dr. Lagroon and his then wife went through a bit of a


ty divorce, things got a, it was tough, and that divorce is


relevant, ytet re here about a trespass. But what is


in


He


gi


ant from that is in that divorce, Dr. Lagroon was awardedre


fu


ch


we


1 when this trespass occurred back in 2014. For whatever


- custody of his two minor chiLdren. So his two minor


ldren, Becca and Daniel lived with him at that time. They


3 13 and 15. When I say at that time, on June 1?th and June


ont the kids and dad raaybe didn't see eye to eye and the


wo
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Ives to intervene. And roughly at 1L:00 at night on June


L7t , after likely consuming alcohol, they hopped in their
whi e Escalade, they drove onto the Lagroons, property, there, s


ag te located right here along this dirt road, crashed into


gate, drove up the dirt road, pulled in around the machinet


s


You


we


The


not


chi


Dr.


hi


al


and loaded up the children's belongings on June l?th.


11 see everything when you bear the Eestimony about it.


on June 18th they returned, and we're not, frankly, rre're


really quite clear of what all occurred on June 18th. But


know that they left in the vehicle wiEh the two minor


ren. And that's really the case in a nutshell. It's a


Lagroon's property at least on those days, on June 17th and


L8th, that no trespass occurred, and they were never on


property. Now, Dr. Lagroon had some damages as I


ioned, a gate was taken down, there were tire t,racks all


his property in the grass, they drove on the grass, and


they basically just messed it up. Now, I will s6y, this


is a civil case, I believe the Judge instructed you on


. We're not here asking for criminal sanctions, but I will


sa at the concl,usion of the evidence, $re are going to be


t pass case, what we are here today as the Plaintiff is to


pro that the Defendants trespassed on this property. Until


t
pe


yr the Defendants did not consistently in their testimony,


ps they will again today, that they have stepped foot onto


t
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go


t of money, but basically two things that our judice


sy tem can do, it can put someone in jail or it can assess some


so of civil amount where if you the jury find someone to be


1i ble, you can put a dolLar value on the loss. So f'm not


ng to make any ifs, ands, or buts about it, at the end of


s trial ilm going to come back up here and r am going to be


ing y'all to award money because the Defendants in this case


tted the torte of trespass and that's it.
THE COURT: Mr. Tinsley?


MR. TINSLEY: Thank yoo, your Honor, may it please


Court?


THE COURT: Yes, sir.


MR. TINSLEY: Courts are places of proof, that, s what


courtroom reguires of someone bringing a Lawsuit is that he


s on the burden of proof. As Mr. peil just talked to you


t, his client, Dr. Lagroon, has sued my client, Scott Suggs


his wife crystar suggs for trespass. so he's taken on that


bu of proof. Let's talk about trespass and what aII that


en ails. That entails him having to prove that my client,
S tt Suggs, entered his property without his permission,


t's essentially what trespass is in a nutshell. And the


will go over it a little more with you, but thatrs it.
only does Dr. Lagroon have the burden of proving that my


snt, Scott Suggs, trespassed, to get to this money that he, s


king about for you to award Dr. Lagroon, he has to prove
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a


t sort of damage that Mr. Suggs caused him with this
t spass, and he has to provide proof on both of those


CI ts. He has to prove number i. that Mr. suggs trespassed


on his property and then they, and whatever damage he suffered.


MR. PEIL: Your Honor, I'11 object, t,his is
tative, it's not about what the evidence wiII show ---


THE COURT: Overrul.ed. you can go through what you


1n end to show and what the law purports.


MR. TINSLEY: And f,11 submit to you that the


cence is going to not show that scott suggs committ,ed a


spass. But you are the finders of facts, Judge Mcleod just


your and when you step into that, when you sit there in
jury box, and then when you step back int,o the jury room to


t
to


do


t


ev


1i


your deliberation after you've heard all the evidence, you


't leave your conmon sense at the door. you use your common


e experiences, and you come to a just verdict, that, s what


s jury system is about. And you're going to hear testimony


f this stand, I want you to pay attention to everything you


: and what you don,t hear, whors not here, and you think


t what motives do people have to terl the truth and what


ives peopre have to 1ie when you judge their credibiLity and


d the Plaintiff to meeting his burden of proof on this
spass on real property. so ym not going to berabor it any


ther because it's a pretty simple case, it's just a trespass


real property, that's what werre here about. Not about a
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Dr


gu


ba
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Iy Court dispute or anything like that, it's just whether


Lagroon can meet his burden of proving that my client is
1ty of trespass on his property. And f submit to you when


hear all the evidence, you look at aII the facts in the


room that the only verdict you'd be able to return will be


Scott Suggs. Thank you.


THE COURf: Yes, na'am?


MS. MERRILL: May it please the Court?


THE COURT: Yes, ma'an.


MS. MERRIIL: Good afternoon. I represent Crystal


s who's seated over here, Scott Suggs' wife. And I, II try
to repeat everything that Mr. Tinsley said because we are


larly aligned. 9le are both Defendants in this case and we


h deny this trespass. And I just want to talk about a


le of things that are not trespass. You're parked


ngside of the road and it's outside the property line,


s not trespass. It's not trespass if you have permission


be there, if someone consents to you being on the


a


it


to


p


s


rty. So when you're considering all these things, I want


to remember that too. It is a fairly straightforward,


torte, trespass, if someone goes on the land without


ssion or consent. That's what they have to prove, oE Dr.


roon has to prove here, okay? So considering aII those


gs, keep in rnind if somebody had permj.ssion, or they,re not
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deliberate, you will find that t,here is no trespass here.


k you.


THE COURT: Alright. Plaintiff may call their first
s


MR. PEII: Your Honor, the Plaintiff calls Scott


gs to the stand please.


THE COURT: Very hrel.L.


CLERK: ff you would, please stand. PLace your left


on the Bible and raise your right. The evidence you


Id give the Court and jury upon the trial of this case


-I be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth


so p you God?


MR. SUGGS: So help me God.


CLERK: Okay.


DIRBCT EXEMINIIIION


. PEIL:


How are you doing today, Mr. Sugg?


I'm doing weII.


Mr. Suggs, f noticed while you lrere walking up here, you


walking with a limp,


Yes, sir.


Are you okay here to testify today?


Yes, sir.


Okay. And f understand you've had that limp for quite a


e, would that be fair?
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Yes, sir.


About how long have you walked with ttrat limp?


r was in an automobile accident in approximately 19g0,


, T broke both my legs and my pelvis and some other things.
then just recently, a year a9o, a year ago March r broke rny


in a tree accident.


r,m sorry to hear that. so you and f have rnet before,


rect?


Yes, sir.
lle met back in December for your deposition, correct?


Yes, sir.


And you remember me asking you some questions back in
r about everything that's being alleged in this case?


Yes, sir.


so r want to go through some of the same questions with


now that we have an opportunity in front of the jury. r


1r one of the things r asked you is sor just to be clear


t your testimony, there has been an arregation made that


went to Dr. Lagroon's home on June lzth of 2014. Did that


Alright. So it's your testimony that you did not


ro his home on June LTth of 2014r or anywhere on his


rty?
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No, sir.
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o Arright. r also asked you after ,Iune l?th of 2oL4, have


ever been to Dr. Lagroon's property in McCormick?


No, sir.


Alright'. That was your testimony thenr so just to be


t, again, after June 1?th, so June 18th, June 19th you


r went to Dr- Lagroon's property in Mccormick county?


No, sir.


r believe r arso asked you again, you vrere not present


any of this stuff being alleged occurred, correct?


That's right.


I believe your exact ans$rel $ras, $ras not present. Does


A


o


wh
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rh


A


o


A


o


A


o


in


t all of this was alleged to have occurred. Does that sound


A


o


c1


t, sound about right?


9{as not present,.


Now, you're familiar with who Daniel Lagroon is,
Yes.


And Daniel Lagroon is Dr. Jay Lagroon,s son?


Yes.


correct?


Alright. He would have been about, r think we figured out


the deposition, he would have been about 15 years ord at the


urate?


That sounds, yeah.


It's been 10 years, so now hers 25, but Irm not going to


anybody to do the math, but r believe jn your deposition r
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eI leaving Dr. Lagroon's house on those two evenings. And


you response was?


Alright.


NoA


o


res se was,


I asked you what happened on June l?th and your


I don't know. Do you recall that?


bac
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o
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f don't know.


Alright. And sitting here today as you were sitting there


in Decemberr tou're not aware of any interactions that


red on June 17th, correct?


No.


Alright. Now, I think you $rere aware that your wife,


tal Suggs, took your white Cadillac Escalade to at least


Dr. Lagroon's property on June 17th, correct?


On the highway, y€sr sir.


On the highway. She told you what she was going to do,


ect?


On which date?


[t1e11, my understanding bras your testimony is she went


e on one day, is that correct?


Yes.


Okay. And she told you what she was going to do on that


correct?


She was going to pick up the children.


The children being Becca and Daniel Lagroon, Dr. Iagroon's


nea


cor


A


o


th


A


a


da


A


o


kid







L


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


1.0


LL


L2


13


L4


15


16


I7


18


19


20


2L


22


23


24


25 ES?


y on ,June 77th or June 18th with your wife, Crystal


A


o


A


o


a


50


Yes.


And r think you told her not to do it, is that correct?


Yes.


Alright. And r think r asked you about this as werl. on


ypicar evening, how many alcoholic beverages wourd you say


'd have?


MR- TINSIEY: Objection, your Honor.


THE COURT: Relevance?


MR. PEIL: ff f may, do we vrant to do it outside the


) or?


THE COURT: Y'all can talk right here.


(Off the record. )


THE COURT: Alright. ?he objection,s overruled, but


s subject to our discussion.


MR. PEII: Absol.utely.


I wiII rephrase the question. I believe it was your


--imony on the night in question, you had consumed some


holic beverages, is that correct?


Yes.


Alright. And then f believe it was your further testimony


t you stayed at the home when Crystal left, is that correct?


Yes.


And so you did not get in the vehicle or drive to the
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A No.


1{1


MR. PEII: That's all the questions f have for this
egg, Your Honor.


THE COURT: Alright,. Mr. Tinsley, do you have any


tions for Mr. Suggs?


MR. TINSTEY: Yes, Your Honor.


CROSII EXEUINAAION


Mr. Suggs, does June 18th have any meaning to you?


It's my birthday.


Okay. And how old did you turn in 2014?


I think about 55.


55, alright. Do you remember what you did that evening?


I worked all day, came home, roughly 5, 5:30, stayed at


home, consurned some alcohol and ate, went t,o bed.


Okay. Did you go to Dr. Lagroon's house?


No.


Okay. What, about the night before, June l?t,h, did you go


there then?


No, sir.


Alright. 9lhat sort of work do you do?


Landscaping.


Alright. And just in McCormick County or ---
Yes, yes.


Alright,. Do you work for yourself?


TINSLEY:BY


o


A


o


A


o


A


o


A


o


A


o


A


a


A


a







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


I


9


L0


L1


L2


L3


L4


15


16


L7


18


19


20


27


22


23


24


25


t


A


o


A


o


Yes, sir.
How long you been doing that?


Ever since '87, '88.


Okay. Do you have any workers, or you just do it
self?


Yes, sir, I have helpers.


Okay. And how long have you lived in McCormick?


37 years.


Okay. So how oLd are you now?


64.


Alright. So you were in your 20s when you moved here?


Late 20s, y€s, sir, 20s.


Where are you from originally?


I moved from Myrtle Beach, f'm from originally below


umbia, Irmo, South Carolina.


MR. PEIL: Your Honor, I'm going to object. This is


the scope of direct. I asked some very limited


tions about the night in question and we're going into his


tory.


THE COURT: l{e11, f think for efficiency purposes, I
I speak with y'all again over here. I'm not going to ask


jury to step out.


(Of f the record. )


THE COURT: I' 77 overule the objection and aLlow


introduction of Mr. Tinsley's client.
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You said you were originally from Myrtle Beach?


No, sir. I moved from Myrtle Beach, f,m originally from


originally from rrmo, okay. And so did you do some other


k prior t,o landscaping?


Yes. r'm ret,ired from south carorina Department of parks,


reation, and Tourism. r rnoved from EdisEo Beach to Hunting


Dd, to Myrtle Beach, and then to Hickory Knob.


Okay. And what did you do at Hickory Knob?


I was a trade specialist.


Okay. How long did you work there?


20 years, I retired at 28 and a half years.


Okay. So did you start out with the landscaping on the


?


Yes, sir.


Alright. Had you ever been told by Dr. Lagroon not to


on his property prior to June 1?th or lgth of 2014?


I've never been told not to come on his property.


Okay. Had you previously been there at his invitation?


Yeah. T' ve been up there several times.


Okay. And have you ever been served with any notice
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ling you not to come on his property?


No.


Okay. f don't have any further questions.


questions that Ms. Merrill may have for you.an
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MR. PEII: I have nothing further from him.


THE COURT: Well, f forgot, f have two lawyers, so


going to let Ms. Merrill


MS. MERRILL: I don't have any questions.


THE COURT: Alright. Any redirect?


MR. PEIL: I have no redirect, Your Honor.


THE COURT: Alright. The witness may step down,


nk you.


MR. PEIL: Your Honor, at this time the Plaintiffs
1 caII Kelly Sue Barnett.


THE COURT: Kelly?


MR. PEIL: Kelly Sue Barnett.


THE COURT: Kelly Sue Barnett. fs she out


MR. PEIL: She's out in the peanut gallery, y€sr sir.


CTERK: Ms. Barnett, if you would, please raise your


ht hand, place your left hand on the Bible. The evidence


shall give the Courts and the jury upon the trial of this


e shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the


tr h so help you God?


MS. BARNETT: I do.


CLERK: Thank you.


MR. PEIL: May I proceed?


THE COURT: Yes, sir.
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How are you doing this afternoon, Ms. Barnett?


Doing weII.


Alright. Now, Ms. Barnett, f understand that at one point


ime you $rere married to Dr. tagroon, correct?


Correct.


Alright. And about what time $rere you married to hirn?


9le married in 2007 and divorced in 2076; f believe.


2016. So in 2014, you would have been married to Dr.


Right.


Do you stitl have a good relationship with Dr. Lagroon?


I do.


Alright. So there's no anirnosity in the divorce?


No.


Alright.


On my end, I don't know about his.


So in or around May of 20t4, were you residing with Dr.


at his residence on Highway 7?


Yes, I was.


Okay. Ms. Barnett, can you see that from there or do I


to ---
No. I can see it.


So we're talking about, Dr. tagroon's residence on Highway


f'm showing yov Plaintiff's Exhibit 3


MR. PEII: Your Honor, may I approach?


c







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


13


14


L5


16


L7


18


19


20


27


1t


L2


23


24


22


25 v.


56


o


THE COURT: Very well.


Plaintiff's Exhibit 3, which ilve blown up on this board


. fs this the residence we, re talking about?


Yes, it is.


And how would you recognize that?


Because you have storage sheds on your reft and then you


the main house, and then you go around back, you have the


t house and then you have a shop in the very back and then


see the rittle road, there's two different driveways that
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o Okay. So around May of 20L4, would you say that you and


up, one goes to the back, and one goes to t,he main drive.


then husband, Dr. Lagroon, were friends with the Suggs?


f wouldn't say friends, no


TelL me about the nature of your relationship. litere you


aintances, how did you know each other?


9{e11, f first knew Mr. Suggs. We worked at Hickory Knob


ther and, I mean, I'd see him occasionally at work, he was


a different part; r was in the pro shop. And r don't realry


t how f got to know his wife, it, s been 10, L2 years ago.


nor f would not say vre vrere friends.


Had they ever been over to your home?


They had been.


On about how many occasions?


Oh, Ry, maybe half a dozen I would sEy, if that
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Okay. At some point in May 2014, did you and Dr. Lagroon


de that they would no longer be welcome at your house?


Yes.


MR. PEIL: Your Honor, rtrdy I approach?


THE COURT: Yes, sir.


I'm showing you what's been marked for identification as


ntiff's Exhibit 1. Do you recognize this document?


I do.


Can you tell the jury, please, what it is?


It's basically a trespass notice for t{r. and t'ts. Suggs.


Alright. And you say it's a trespass notice, what was it,


, were you trying to inform them not to come back to the


rt,y? f don't $rant to put words in your mouth.


Yes, vre were.


Alright. And what caused you to make that decision?


Well, it had got to the point where Mr. and Ms. Suggs


d come up and open our gate, unannounced, and be drinking


w€r you know, asked them to leave, and it got to the point


ir had got to be more times. And sometimes my husband


o out in the vehicle, got out the car, and just asked


Leave nicely and I think my husband had 9ot, had called


to, to ask what to do and I think the person saj.d, just


them on trespassing notice.


Alright. Now, did you prepare this document or did ---
I think both of us did it together.
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A1right,. Now, did you ever deliver this document to the


s?


r did.


Alright. 9fhich, f mean, to both of them, did you give


both a copy?


WeIl, I went up the driveway and Mr. Suggs, I can remember


he


w


uas on the right, he does lawncare, I Ehink, and he was


<ing on the lawnmower and f got out to hand it to Mr. Suggs


then Ms. Suggs come out the back of the house and she was


o9, I don't know exactly what she was say!.ng, but she


telling Scott to corne inside and eat or somet,hing. So I
ically just told Scott this is a trespass notice for you and


wife. I got in the car and left.


Alright. So I mean, the document that you have there, I


, did you physically hand that


I did to Mr. Suggs.


--- to Mr. Suggs?


Correct.


Okay. Alright. But not to Ms. Suggs?


No.


But she was there the day ---
She was there.


Alright. Do you recall having any conversation with him


it? Did he ask what it was?


No. Because when Ms. Suggs came out screaming and
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te iing Scott to come i-nside, I just left, f didn, t want any


A I just wanted to deLiver this trespass notice, that's
only reason f was there.


Okay. Now, if you turn to page 2 of that document, I see


rets a place where it says Robert .Tay Lagroon, do you see


?


I do.


And there's no signature on that document, right?


(NonverbaL response).


Now, this happened back in 2014, have you ever been able


ocate a signed copy?


I t,hink we had, I thought that he had given it to you, but


have one.


9{e11, here's my question. This is, was this a print off
something you had in your computer?


It was.
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Okay. But you don't have a copy of the signed trespass


ce that, you actually delivered to him that day?


No. I don't have it with me. I thought that we had given


o you.


A1right. But you delivered the document substantially in


form to Scott Suggs on the date listed on there, is that
a


f would sdy, y€sr or around that time.


Around that time?


A


o


59







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


I


9


1,0


1L


L2


13


t4


15


16


T7


18


19


20


2t


22


23


24


25 th


60


A


o


A


o


A


if not on that day.


It was back in 20L4.


ft may have been a day or two later?


Yes.


Alright. Was it before June 17th of 20!4?


Before .Tune LTth? Yes. This was May, it wourd have been


If


IS


a


THE COURT: f need to speak to you real. quick.


MR. PEIL: Yeah.


(Off the record. )


MR. PEIL: Alright. At, this time, Judge, I would


to admit Plaintiff's 1 and 3 int,o evi.dence.


THE COURT: Alright. Without objection? He said


ibits 1 and 3. Exhibit 3 was the GIS


MS. MERRILL: No objection to Exhibit 3, your Honor.


: could have just a moment,.


MR. TINSLEY: Judge, I've got, maybe we can do it on


idebar.


THE COURT: WeII, okay, real quick. VileII, Exhibit 3


admitted.


MR. TINSLEY: Yesr no objection.


(!{hereupon a Grs map was subnitted as plaint.iff 's Exhibit,


er 3 for identification and entered into evidence. )


(Off the record. )


THE COURT: Alrighr. As to Exhibir I, f'll admit


subject to Defense counsel's objection, okay?
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So 1 and 3 admitted.


(!{hereupon a trespass notice was submitted as plaintiff's


t Number 1 for identification and entered into evidence. )


THE COURT: I think we,re up for cross examination


MR. PEII: Yes, sir.


THE COURT: Mr. Tinsley?


CROSS ETEUINASION


Ms. Barnett, you don't have a signed copy of this document,


led trespass notice?


I don't have it with me, Dor sir.


But it does exist you're saying?


It does exist, y€s.


Okay. But it wasn't important enough to bring today?


I'm not an attorn€y, I'm sorry Mr. Tinsley, you would have


ask my ex-husband's attorney.


Okay. So you don't know whether it sras important or not?


I would say it is important, but again, f'm not an


?
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nt to Mr. Suggs?


rney.


Okay. Did you sign a sworn affidavit when you handed this


I did not.


Did you sign any kind of document saying f served it on


at such and such a time?
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A
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Not t,hat I recalI.


Okay. So you don't know exactly when you served it on


?


No, f don't. But f would say it would be that day or


und that time.


Okay. And you didn't think it was important to sign


ething noting that?


If I would have known that I would have. Again, like I
testified to, my ex-husband had talked with someone, I


' t know if it was law enforcement, I don't know if it was


t,her attorney, and we basically had used his advlsement and


e what the attorney had told us to do.


Okay.


Again, f'm not an attornclr I apologize.


Okay. But you, f mean, you know what a certificate of


ice or an affidavit of service is, correct?


I do.


Okay. And you've signed some of the documents that have


sent to the Court as part of this case?


Correct.


Okay. But just not this trespass notice?


Correct. I have not done an affidavit on it, Dor sir, I
not.


Alright. And you mentioned law enforcernent, why


'x y'all have the sheriff's department go out there
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serve it on Mr. Suggs?


Again, Mr. Tinsley, my ex-husband talked, yourd have to


him, he talked to someone in law enforcement or an


orney, f'm not exactly sure who he talked to.


So you basically just did as he told you?


lilellr w€ tarked about it, and it, came to the point where


y needed to be on trespass, they needed, something needed to


done and that is the steps that we took in order to get it.
But you didn't think it was important enough to get Law


orcement involved?


Again, my husband, my ex-husband spoke with someone, yourd


to ask him who that person is, I can't speak for him, I


't know the chain of how it transpired as a trespass notice


sus calling the cops.


Okay. Did you ever give a copy of this document to law


crcement to let them know that you had done this?


r do not know, that would be a quest5.on for my ex-husband.


So you did it, personally?


r did.


Okay. I don't' have any further questions. please ans$rer


questions Ms. MerriLL has.


THE COURT: Ms. Merrill?


MS. MERRILL: Beg the Court,s indulgence.


THE COURT: Yes, na,arn.


MS. MERRILL: Just a few questions.
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cRosS EXEMINA8ION


},tS. MERRILL:


Did you consider, Mr. Tinsley asked about some other ways


get this notice to the Suggs, did you consider mailing it
Iike a, you know, the tracking number or anything on it?
I did not.


Okay. And you didn't do that, right?


I did not do that, Do.


Okay. That's all the questions I have. Thank you.


THE COURT: Any redirect?


MR. PEII: No redirect, Your Honor.


THE COURT: Alright. The witness may step down,


nk you. Next witness?


MR. PEIL: Thank you, Your Honor. At this time I,d
: Dr. Robert Jay Lagroon to the stand.


THE COURT: Okay.


CLERK: If you wi}l please raise your right hand,


ce your left hand on the Bible.


MR. LAGROON: f wil1.


CLERK: Thank you. The evidence you shall give the


s and jury upon the trial of this case shall be the


th, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth so help you


MR. LAGROON: Absolutely.
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MR. PEIL: Your Honor, normally I bring a paralegal


rner and I was not able to. May f have just a moment to


this up?


THE COURT: Sure.


MR. LAGROON: For the Court's information, I,m going


scoot to the edge so I can view that video.


TllE COURT: Okay. Your attorney can probabJ.y move,


you go.


MR. TAGROON: That may actually be better, thank you,


MR. PEIL: I'm sorry, Your Honor. It might be easier


do it, from back here.


DIREC! EXAMINAIIqI


How are you doing today, sir?


Best I can.


Alright. Dr. tagroon, where are you from, sir?


Right here, McCormick, South Carolina.


How long have you lived here?


Off and on, 61 years.


61. Alright. What is it you do for work, sir?


I'm a maxillofacial oncologist.


Maxillofacial oncologist?


Coffect.


Is that a field of dentistry?
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rt is. Most people say a dentist. you say maxirrofacial


clogy, they say what is that.


Do you run a maxillofacial oncology dental practice here


in cCormick County?


f do in my home on Highway 7, y€s.


Alright. So you are the owner of the property at 79I


A


o


Hi


A Correct.


y 7 in McCormick?


MR. PEIL: Your Honorr moy f retrieve Exhibit 3,


se?


THE COURI: Yes, sir. Right, there on, in front of


f am showing you what's been admitted into evidence as


ntiff's Exhibit 3. Do you recognize that document?


Yes.


gfhat is it?


It's a GIS printout of McCormick County rnapping system


shows the property boundaries on the property I own on


way 7.


Alright. And so I brought it up earlier, f beLieve you


deeded this property in the '80s, f don't want to be


aken, was it 1985?


That is correct. It was owned by Eloise Corley Jay. My


's Jay Lagroon, I nas named after Ms. Jay and this property
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o Now, when you received that property in 1985, was it
eloped?


No.


Alright. So was it just trees, forgive me, timber?


The chronology of that particular piece of property, as a


child, we farmed it when f was growing up and then as my


dfather got sick, it. grew up, you know, f acquired it, f


red it and constructed as you can see, storage buildings, a


r house, a guest house, a mechanical shop on that property.


Alright. Now, thinking back to 2014 and I'm going to


rt with May of 2014. Did you have any discussions about


stal and Scott Suggs?


f apologize, counselor, f couldn't hear your question.


Alright . I' m sorry, it vras a terribi-e guestion anybray.


thinking back to May of 201,4, did you and your then wife,


KeIIy Lagroon, have any discussions about Crystal and Scott


s?


Yes.


Alright. And what was the nature of those discussions?


Mr. and Mrs. Suggs are, they don't have any children, and


y've never had any children f understand, and they tend to


rk a little, which I have no problem with. But I was


sing my two minor children in 2014 after being awarded those


ldren by the South Carolina Family Court. And Ms. Barnett


I, we had some hurdles to overcome with those children.


So
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:e was some educational problems with my daughter, Becca,


Daniel had a weight problem, and we vrere dearing with it as


we could and we $rere very successful in our endeavors.


Mr. and Mrs. Suggs became a little bit belligerent in that


y tend to stop by too much when Ehey were drinking. I
a uired a package store in Thompson, Georgia from a widow


J.a , her name was teona Felix, and Mr. and Mrs. Suggs would


lly make requestsr lou know, please bring us, which we


-d pick up alcohol and gave it to them, drop it off, no


ha r DO foul. And we'd do that, but it kind of, it became


fr quent, it. started to show its effects on the children in rny


op on and ---


fa


MR. TINSLEY: Judge, f think we're getting a little
off field for a trespass cause of action.


MR. PEIL: f can rephrase the question.


THE COURT: You can rephrase the question and also,


me just te1l you something real quick.


MR. PEIL: Okay.


(Off the record. )


A1right. So my question to you was specifically this, was


t the trespass notice, so let me back up. Would you say


cr to May of 20L4 you and your then wife, Kelly, she's now


t were friends with the Suggs?


No.
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$le weren't friends.


I mean, what was the nature of your relationship?


Kelly had worked with Mr. Suggs at the park system and


's how I got to know what f knew about them.


Let me stop there. l{ould it be fair to say that you had


t,ed them to your home on at least one occasion prior to


That is correct.


About how many occasions wae that?


tess than five.


Alright. And I think somet,ime in May of 20L4, you


ned that you no longer wanted the Suggs at your


rty?


Because of the drinking, y€s.


Alright.


MR. PEIL: Your Honor, may I approach and retrieve --


THE COURT: Certainly.


So f'm going to show you Plaintiff's Exhibit 1. Have you


this document before?


Yes, f have.


And what is it?


It's a trespass notice.


Alright. And so f nean, tell me about that, did you and


y come to the decision to tlpe this up?
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