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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Dear Clerk:
 
Pursuant to Rule 262(a)(3), SCACR, and In re Methods of Filing and Service Under Rule 262 of
the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules, App. No. 2020-000447, at ¶ (b)(2) (S.C. Sup. Ct. filed
Apr. 24, 2024), attached for filing is Respondent’s Motion for an Extension to File Initial Brief of
Respondent and Designation of Matter in the above-referenced matter.  Also enclosed for
filing is a proof of service, as well as a copy of our email serving this document on Appellant’s
counsel, pursuant to paragraph (d)(1) of the Supreme Court’s Order. 
 
Pursuant to Rule 240(d), SCACR, a filing fee is not required for this motion because
Respondent South Carolina Department of Social Services is an agency of the State of South
Carolina.
 
Should the Court have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact us.  Thank
you for the Court’s time and attention to this matter.
 
Respectfully,
 
Victoria Cordoni
 

VICTORIA CORDONI   PARALEGAL
DIRECT 803.231.7811
VCARD
ROBINSONGRAY.COM

2151 Pickens Street
Suite 500
PO Box 11449 (29211)
Columbia, SC 29201

       
NOTICE: This e-mail is confidential and may contain information which is legally
privileged or otherwise exempt from disclosure. If you received this message in error,
please delete this message from your device.
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IN THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In The Court of Appeals 


 
APPEAL FROM RICHLAND COUNTY 


Court of Common Pleas 
 


Jocelyn Newman, Circuit Court Judge 
     


 
Appellate Case No. 2024-001088 


     
 


The School of Hope Christian Academy, Jacqueline McKie, 
and Eugene Burden, Sr., ................................................................................................. Appellants, 
 


v. 
 
South Carolina Department of Social Services, ............................................................ Respondent. 
 


     
 


RESPONDENT’S MOTION FOR AN EXTENSION TO FILE  
INITIAL BRIEF OF RESPONDENT AND DESIGNATION OF MATTER 


     
 


Pursuant to Rule 263(b), SCACR, Respondent South Carolina Department of Social 


Services, by and through the undersigned counsel, respectfully requests a 30-day extension of the 


July 16, 2025 deadline by which Respondent must file its Initial Brief and Designation of Matter.   


The basis for this request is that the undersigned require additional time to properly prepare 


the brief in light of other pressing deadlines, the Fourth of July Holiday, and previously scheduled 


vacations.  With this extension, Respondent’s Initial Brief and Designation of Matter would be due 


August 15, 2025.  This is Respondent’s first request for an extension of the deadline.  Further, the 


undersigned reached out to opposing counsel, and Appellants do not object to this request. 


Accordingly, for good cause shown, Respondent respectfully requests that the Court stay 


the current deadline and grant this motion for a 30-day extension to file its Initial Brief and 


Designation of Matter.  Under Rule 240(d), SCACR, no filing fee is required here. 
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Respectfully submitted, 


       /s/Vordman Carlisle Traywick, III   
       Vordman Carlisle Traywick, III (102123) 
       Sarah C. Frierson (104643) 
       ROBINSON GRAY STEPP & LAFFITTE, LLC 
       2151 Pickens Street, Suite 500 
       Post Office Box 11449 
       Columbia, South Carolina 29211 
       (803) 929-1400    
       ltraywick@robinsongray.com 
       sfrierson@robinsongray.com 


 
Counsel for Respondent South Carolina 
Department of Social Services 


 
Columbia, South Carolina 
July 10, 2025 
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IN THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In The Court of Appeals 


 
APPEAL FROM RICHLAND COUNTY 


Court of Common Pleas 
 


Jocelyn Newman, Circuit Court Judge 
 


     
 


Appellate Case No. 2024-001088 
     


 
 


The School of Hope Christian Academy, Jacqueline McKie Burden, 
and Eugene Burden, Sr., ................................................................................................. Appellants, 
 


v. 
 
South Carolina Department of Social Services, ..........................................................  Respondents. 
 


     
 


PROOF OF SERVICE 
     


 
Pursuant to Rule 262(c)(2), SCACR, I, the undersigned, Counsel for Respondent South 


Carolina Department of Social Services, certify that I have served Respondent’s Motion for an 


Extension to File Initial Brief of Respondent and Designation of Matter on the following 


counsel of record by email on July 10, 2025. 


W. Michael Duncan, Esquire (SC Bar 1162) 
DUNCAN AND HEYDARY LAW, PLLC 
2411 Pineview Drive 
Greensboro, North Carolina 27407 
(803) 315-4500 
mike.duncan@duncanandheydarylaw.com 


 
Counsel for Appellants 


 
 


(Signature page to follow) 
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Respectfully submitted, 


      /s/Vordman Carlisle Traywick, III   
      Vordman Carlisle Traywick, III (102123) 
      Sarah C. Frierson (104643) 
      ROBINSON GRAY STEPP & LAFFITTE, LLC 
      2151 Pickens Street, Suite 500 
      Post Office Box 11449 
      Columbia, South Carolina 29211 
      (803) 929-1400     
      ltraywick@robinsongray.com 
      sfrierson@robinsongray.com 
 


Counsel for Respondent South Carolina Department 
of Social Services  
 


 
Columbia, South Carolina 
July 10, 2025 
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FILED(45127912.1).pdf
2025-07-10 Proof of Service - Motion for Extension to File Initial Brief and DOM - AS SERVED AND E-
FILED(45127913.1).pdf
image001.png


Dear Counsel:
 
Pursuant to Rule 262(c)(3), SCACR, attached for service upon you is a Motion for an Extension
to File Initial Brief of Respondent and Designation of Matter, as well as a Proof of Service, being
filed in the Court of Appeals of South Carolina this morning. 
 
A copy of this email will be filed with the Proof of Service.
 
Should you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
 
Thanks,
 
Victoria
 


VICTORIA CORDONI   PARALEGAL
DIRECT 803.231.7811
VCARD
ROBINSONGRAY.COM


2151 Pickens Street
Suite 500
PO Box 11449 (29211)
Columbia, SC 29201


       
NOTICE: This e-mail is confidential and may contain information which is legally
privileged or otherwise exempt from disclosure. If you received this message in
error, please delete this message from your device.


Supporting Green print wisely.
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IN THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In The Court of Appeals 



 
APPEAL FROM RICHLAND COUNTY 



Court of Common Pleas 
 



Jocelyn Newman, Circuit Court Judge 
     



 
Appellate Case No. 2024-001088 



     
 



The School of Hope Christian Academy, Jacqueline McKie, 
and Eugene Burden, Sr., ................................................................................................. Appellants, 
 



v. 
 
South Carolina Department of Social Services, ............................................................ Respondent. 
 



     
 



RESPONDENT’S MOTION FOR AN EXTENSION TO FILE  
INITIAL BRIEF OF RESPONDENT AND DESIGNATION OF MATTER 



     
 



Pursuant to Rule 263(b), SCACR, Respondent South Carolina Department of Social 



Services, by and through the undersigned counsel, respectfully requests a 30-day extension of the 



July 16, 2025 deadline by which Respondent must file its Initial Brief and Designation of Matter.   



The basis for this request is that the undersigned require additional time to properly prepare 



the brief in light of other pressing deadlines, the Fourth of July Holiday, and previously scheduled 



vacations.  With this extension, Respondent’s Initial Brief and Designation of Matter would be due 



August 15, 2025.  This is Respondent’s first request for an extension of the deadline.  Further, the 



undersigned reached out to opposing counsel, and Appellants do not object to this request. 



Accordingly, for good cause shown, Respondent respectfully requests that the Court stay 



the current deadline and grant this motion for a 30-day extension to file its Initial Brief and 



Designation of Matter.  Under Rule 240(d), SCACR, no filing fee is required here. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



       /s/Vordman Carlisle Traywick, III   
       Vordman Carlisle Traywick, III (102123) 
       Sarah C. Frierson (104643) 
       ROBINSON GRAY STEPP & LAFFITTE, LLC 
       2151 Pickens Street, Suite 500 
       Post Office Box 11449 
       Columbia, South Carolina 29211 
       (803) 929-1400    
       ltraywick@robinsongray.com 
       sfrierson@robinsongray.com 



 
Counsel for Respondent South Carolina 
Department of Social Services 



 
Columbia, South Carolina 
July 10, 2025 
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Respectfully submitted, 



      /s/Vordman Carlisle Traywick, III   
      Vordman Carlisle Traywick, III (102123) 
      Sarah C. Frierson (104643) 
      ROBINSON GRAY STEPP & LAFFITTE, LLC 
      2151 Pickens Street, Suite 500 
      Post Office Box 11449 
      Columbia, South Carolina 29211 
      (803) 929-1400     
      ltraywick@robinsongray.com 
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Counsel for Respondent South Carolina Department 
of Social Services  
 



 
Columbia, South Carolina 
July 10, 2025 
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