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Good afternoon,
 
 
Attached please find correspondence from the South Carolina Court of Appeals.
 
PLEASE DO NOT RESPOND TO THIS EMAIL.
 
Send ALL correspondence to ctappfilings@sccourts.org only. Any parties not included in this
email will receive the attached correspondence via US Mail.
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Senior Appeals Specialist
South Carolina Court of Appeals
1220 Senate Street
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Phone: (803) 734-1890
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The South Carolina Court of Appeals 


JENNY ABBOTT KITCHINGS 
CLERK 


CATHERINE S. HARRISON 
CHIEF DEPUTY CLERK 


 
POST OFFICE BOX 11629 


COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA  29211 


1220 SENATE STREET 
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29201 


TELEPHONE:  (803) 734-1890 
FAX:  (803) 734-1839 


www.sccourts.org 


July 24, 2025 


The Honorable Jana E. Shealy 


Edgar A. Brown Building 


1205 Pendleton Street 


Suite 224 


Columbia SC 29201 


 


REMITTITUR 


 


Re: James T. Gentry, Jr., #261188 v. SCDC 


Lower Court Case No. 2023ALJ040534AP 


Appellate Case No. 2024-000669 


 


Dear Clerk of Court: 


 


The above referenced matter is hereby remitted to the lower court or tribunal. A 


copy of the judgment of this Court is enclosed. 


 


 


 


Very truly yours, 


 


 


 


 


CLERK 


 


 



Catherine Harrison
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Enclosure 


 


cc: James Gentry, 261188 


Christina Catoe Bigelow, Esquire 


The Honorable Ralph King Anderson, III 








T h e S o ut h C a r oli n a C o u rt of A p p e al s  


J a m es T h o m as G e ntr y, Jr., # 2 6 1 1 8 8, A p p ell a nt,  
 
v.  
 
S o ut h C ar oli n a D e p art m e nt of C orr e cti o n s, R es p o n d e nt.  
 
A p p ell at e C as e N o. 2 0 2 4 -0 0 0 6 6 9  
 


 
 


O R D E R  


 
 
O n a p p e al, A p p ell a nt c h all e n g es a n A d mi ni str ati v e L a w C o urt's or d er dis mi s si n g 
his a p p e al fr o m a d e ci si o n b y R es p o n d e nt t h at A p p ell a nt's r e q u est t o b e p ai d t h e 
pr e v aili n g w a g e w as u nti m el y, a n d as a r es ult, A p p ell a nt h a d f ail e d t o e x h a u st his  
a d mi nistr ati v e r e m e di es.    
 
O n M a y 2 3, 2 0 2 5, R es p o n d e nt m o v e d t o dis mi s s t h is a p p e al as m o ot, ar g ui n g 
A p p ell a nt s ettl e d his cl ai ms o n O ct o b er 2 2, 2 0 2 4, as m e m ori ali z e d i n a writt e n 
a gr e e m e nt.  T h e a gr e e m e nt pr o vi d e d t h at A p p ell a nt r el e as e d R es p o n d e nt "fr o m a n y 
a n d all cl ai ms, gri e v a n c es, A d mi ni str ati v e L a w C o urt c as es, [ a n d] a p p e als . . . 
i n cl u di n g, b ut n ot li mit e d t o cl ai ms t h at [ G e ntr y] w as n ot p ai d t h e ' pr e v aili n g 
w a g e.' "  F urt h er, t h e r el e as e i n cl u d e d " a n y m att ers c urr e ntl y p e n di n g i n a n y S o ut h 
C ar oli n a or [f] e d er al c o urt, i n cl u di n g a n y a p p ell at e c o urt " a n d pr o vi d e d t h at G e ntr y 
a gr e e d "t h at a n y p e n di n g c o urt m att er s h all b e e n d e d a n d/ or di s mi s s e d wit h 
pr ej u di c e a n d [ G e ntr y] s h all si g n a n y n e c es s ar y d o c u m e nts t o eff e ct u at e dis mi s s al. "   
T h e a gr e e m e nt st at e d t h e a m o u nt list e d w as " t h e t ot al s ettl e m e nt" w hi c h w o ul d " b e 
pl a c e d i n [ G e ntr y]'s E. H. C o o p er I n m at e A c c o u nt, " t h at " d e d u cti o ns [ h a d] alr e a d y 
b e e n s u btr a ct e d ( n ot d e d u ct e d) fr o m t h e t ot al s ettl e m e nt a m o u nt, " a n d t h at " n o  
a d diti o n al f u n ds [ w o ul d] b e p ai d f or c hil d s u p p ort or  pl a c e d i nt o l o n g -t er m 
s a vi n gs. "    
 
A p p ell a nt fil e d a r et ur n, ar g ui n g t h e a p p e al w as n ot m o ot b e c a u s e R es p o n d e nt 
v oi d e d t h e s ettl e m e nt a gr e e m e nt b y f aili n g t o u s e a p er c e nt a g e t o p a y A p p ell a nt's 
c hil d s u p p ort a n d t o d e p o sit a p er c e nt a g e i nt o A p p ell a nt's l o n g -t er m s a vi n g s 
a c c o u nt as r e q uir e d b y st at ut e .  S e e  S. C. C o d e A n n. §  2 4 -3 -4 0  ( dir e cti n g t h e 







Dir e ct or of t h e D e p art m e nt of C orr e cti o n s t o d e d u ct t hirt y-fi v e p er c e nt t o p a y t h e 
pris o n er's c hil d s u p p ort o bli g ati o ns a n d t e n p er c e nt t o b e pl a c e d i n a n i nt er est-
b e ari n g es cr o w a c c o u nt f or t h e b e n efit of t h e pri s o n er fr o m t h e gr oss w a g es of 
pris o n ers) .


O n J u n e 1 1, 2 0 2 5, R es p o n d e nt fil e d a r e pl y, ar g ui n g t h e v ali dit y of t h e a gr e e m e nt 
w as i m pr o p er f or c o nsi d er ati o n i n t hi s a p p e al a n d A p p ell a nt c o ul d " c o nt est t h e 
v ali dit y of t h e s ettl e m e nt a gr e e m e nt i n a n a p pr o pri at e c o urt. "  O n J u n e 2 0, 2 0 2 5, 
A p p ell a nt fil e d a "r e pl y bri ef, " w hi c h w e c o nstr u e as s urr e pl y a n d a c c e pt as fil e d.  
A p p ell a nt ar g u e d h e c o ul d r ai s e t h e v ali dit y of t h e s ettl e m e nt a gr e e m e nt f or t h e 
first ti m e o n a p p e al b e c a us e it c o n c er n e d s u bj e ct m att er j uri s di cti o n.  


Aft er c ar ef ul c o nsi d er ati o n, w e gr a nt R es p o n d e nt's m oti o n t o dis mi s s t h e a p p e al as 
m o ot d u e t o t h e p arti es' s ettl e m e nt a gr e e m e nt. 1   S e e M at his v. S. C. St at e Hi g h w a y 
D e p't , 2 6 0 S. C. 3 4 4, 3 4 6, 1 9 5 S. E. 2 d 7 1 3, 7 1 5 ( 1 9 7 3) ( " A c as e b e c o m es m o ot 
w h e n j u d g m e nt, if r e n d er e d, will h a v e n o pr a cti c al l e g al eff e ct u p o n e xisti n g 
c o ntr o v ers y.  T hi s i s tr u e w h e n s o m e e v e nt o c c urs m a ki n g it i m p o ssi bl e f or 
r e vi e wi n g C o urt t o gr a nt eff e ct u al r eli ef."); B yr d v. Ir m o Hi g h S c h. , 3 2 1 S. C. 4 2 6, 
4 3 0, 4 6 8 S. E. 2 d 8 6 1, 8 6 4 ( 1 9 9 6) ( " B ef or e a n y a cti o n c a n b e m ai nt ai n e d, t h er e m u st 
e xist a j u sti ci a bl e c o ntr o v ers y. "); i d. at 4 3 1, 4 6 8 S. E. 2 d at 8 6 4 ( " T his C o urt will 
n ot p ass o n m o ot a n d a c a d e mi c q u esti o ns or m a k e a n a dj u di c ati o n w h er e t h er e 
r e m ai n s n o a ct u al c o ntr o v ers y. "); C h e a p - O's Tr u c k St o p, I n c. v. Cl o y d, 3 5 0 S. C. 
5 9 6, 6 0 3, 5 6 7 S. E. 2 d 5 1 4, 5 1 7 ( Ct. A p p. 2 0 0 2) ( " B e c a us e w e fi n d t h e pr es e nt c as e 
w as s ettl e d a n d t h e s ettl e m e nt is e nf or c e a bl e, t h e i ss u e is m o ot. ").  R e mittit ur will 
i ss u e i n a c c or d a n c e wit h R ul e 2 2 1( b) of t h e S o ut h C ar oli n a A p p ell at e C o urt 
R ul es. 2    


F O R T H E C O U R T


C ol u m bi a, S o ut h C ar oli n a


                                                
1 W h et h er R es p o n d e nt h as pr o p erl y h a n dl e d t h e s ettl e m e nt a gr e e m e nt is n ot a 
m att er b ef or e t hi s c o urt.  S h o ul d A p p ell a nt s e e k t o c h all e n g e t h e v ali dit y of t h e 
s ettl e m e nt a gr e e m e nt — or ot h er wi s e q u esti o n R es p o n d e nt's c o m pli a n c e wit h t h e 
s ettl e m e nt t er ms or ot h er st at ut or y pr o visi o n (s)— h e m u st m a k e a n a p pr o pri at e 
fili n g i n t h e pr o p er f or u m.
2 I n li g ht of o ur d e cisi o n t o dis mi s s t hi s a p p e al, w e t a k e n o a cti o n o n A p p ell a nt's t o 
all o w l at e fili n g of t h e r e c or d o n a p p e al fil e d o n A pril 2 9, 2 0 2 5.


F O R T H E C O U R T
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