From: Leverett, Scott

To: Court Of Appeals Filings

Cc: Melody Brown; "abennett@scag.gov"; Shipe, Sarah

Subject: 2025-000315 - State v. John T. Blauvelt - Motion to Transport Sealed Exhibit
Date: Friday, July 25, 2025 4:15:13 PM

Attachments: 2025-000315 - State v. John T. Blauvelt - Motion to Transport Sealed Exhibit.pdf

2025-000315 - State v. John T. Blauvelt - Proposed Transporation Order.pdf
2025-000315 - State v. John T. Blauvelt - Motion to Transport Sealed Exhibit - Email Proof of Service.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Dear Ms. Kitchings,

Attached please find a Motion to Transport Sealed Exhibits and accompanying Proposed
Transportation Order in the above referenced case, as well as the proof of service email to the
Attorney General.

-Scott Leverett
Admin. Asst. for Sarah Shipe
Appellate Defense

This communication and any attachment thereto is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named
herein, and may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended
recipient of this e-mail, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, utilization, distribution or copying
of this e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error
please notify the Commission on Indigent Defense immediately and permanently delete the original and
any copy of any e-mail and any printout thereof. SCCID may be reached by using the email address of the
sender, or at 803-734-1343.
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

Appeal from Greenville County

G.D. Morgan, Jr., Circuit Court Judge

THE STATE,
RESPONDENT,
V.
JOHN TUFTON BLAUVELT,

APPELLANT.

APPELLATE CASE NO. 2025-000315

MOTION TO TRANSPORT
SEALED EXHIBITS

Appellant moves this Court to transport a sealed exhibit to allow for inspection of the
exhibit by counsel of record for both parties to the appeal to determine whether any issue relating
to the exhibit should be filed as part of appellant’s direct appeal. In support of appellant’s
motion, appellant provides this Court with a copy of the order removing the exhibit from the
public record (Exhibit A). Appellant discussed this matter with Melody Brown, Esquire, of the
Attorney General’s Office. Ms. Brown does not object to the transporting of the sealed exhibit
and the inspection of the sealed exhibit by counsel.

Appellant was charged with murder and possession of a weapon during the commission

of a violent crime. The state moved to admit this photograph and defense counsel objected to its





admission. The Honorable G.D. Morgan, Jr., found the photograph admissible and on his own
motion and at the request of the Greenville County Clerk of Court, issued an order excluding
state’s exhibit 31 from the public record of the case.

When appellate counsel sought to review the exhibit, appellate counsel was informed that
the Clerk of Court considered the exhibit to have been placed under seal. In light of this, counsel
files this motion with no objection from opposing counsel, Ms. Brown.

In order to determine whether to raise an issue concerning the admissibility of the
photograph in her brief, appellate counsel needs to review the exhibit to determine whether such
an issue has merit. It is in the best interest of all parties to have appellate counsel review the
photograph prior to deciding to raise the issue on appeal.

Appellant respectfully requests the sealed exhibit (state’s exhibit #31) be transported to
this Court while remaining under seal. Appellant further requests this Court to allow for
inspection of the sealed exhibit by counsel of record for both parties to the appeal. Appellant has
attached a proposed transportation order for this Court’s consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

\,ALf

Sarah E. Shipe { )
Appellate Defender

This 25th day of July, 2025.





STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

Appeal from Greenville County

G.D. Morgan, Jr., Circuit Court Judge

THE STATE,

RESPONDENT,
V.

JOHN TUFTON BLAUVELT,

APPELLANT.

APPELLATE CASE NO. 2025-000315

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to Rule 262(a)(3) and Rule 262(c)(3), SCACR, the undersigned hereby certifies
a true copy of the Motion for Extension in the above-referenced case has been served upon
Melody J. Brown, Esquire, at the primary e-mail address listed in the Attorney Information

System (AIS), this 25th day of July, 2025.
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Sarah E. Shipe U
Appellate Defender

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF GREENVILLE

State of South Carolina,
vS.

John Tufton Blauvelt

Defendant

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

ORDER TO SEAL EXHIBIT

2023-GS-23-04013, 04914

203 HR4ED 330G

JE TG
TEZTHd BE S35 2,

This matter comes before the Court upon its own motion and at the request of Brice Garrett, Clerk
of Court for Greenville County, for an Order allowing her to seal a specific photograph contained in the
exhibits related to the above-captioned case from the public record. The Court finds that said photograph

(State’s Exhibit #31) is sensitive in nature and should not be part of the public record of this case.

The Court orders that the Clerk of Court seal State’s Exhibit #31 from the public record

IT IS SO ORDERED.

. Thn‘teenth.lu c1a1 4
Dated: o[ }23 /2? /

Greenville, South Carolina







2 SCCID

_SOUTH CAROLINA COMMISSION ON INDIGENT DEFENSE s = _ S
Division of Appellate Defense Wanda H. Carter, Interim Chief Appellate Defender
1330 Lady Street, Suite 401
Columbia, South Carolina 29201-3332
Post Office Box 11589

Columbia, South Carolina 29211-1589
Telephone: (803) 734-1330
Facsimile: (803) 734-1397

July 25, 2025

The Honorable Jenny A. Kitchings
Clerk, S.C. Court of Appeals

Post Office Box 11629

Columbia, South Carolina 29211

Re: The State v. John Blauvelt
Appellate Case No. 2025-000315

Dear Ms. Kitchings:

Today, July 25, 2025, concurrent with this letter counsel moved for state’s exhibit 31,
photograph to be transported to this Court under seal, and viewed by the attorneys in order to
prepare the initial brief. On the trial court’s motion, and at the request of the Greenville County
Clerk of Court, the court issued an order excluding state’s exhibit 31 from the public record of the
case. Counsel now seeks to have the photograph transported, under seal, to this Court for viewing
by the parties. Enclosed is a proposed order for transportation. By copy of this letter, we are also
forwarding a copy of this proposed order to Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General Melody J.
Brown. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Smcerely,

Sarah E. Shlpe
Appellate Defender

SES/sl

cc: Melody J. Brown, Esq.





STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

Appeal from Greenville County

Honorable G.D. Morgan, Jr., Circuit Court Judge

THE STATE,

RESPONDENT,

JOHN BLAUVELT,

APPELLANT

APPELLATE CASE NO. 2025-000313

ORDER

On motion of Sarah E. Shipe, attorney for appellant, it is hereby ORDERED that
STATE’S EXHIBIT #31 (PHOTOGRAPH), be released to the Office of the Attorney General,
or its designee, for transporting, under seal, to the Court of Appeals of South Carolina for purposes
of review by the attorneys and the Court for the above-captioned case.

H. BRUCE WILLIAMS, CHIEF JUDGE

By
CLERK

Columbia, South Carolina
July 25, 2025
Copies to: The Honorable G.D. Morgan, Jr.

Sarah E. Shipe, Esquire
Melody J. Brown, Esquire






Leverett, Scott

From: Leverett, Scott

Sent: Friday, July 25, 2025 4:14 PM

To: Melody Brown

Cc: ‘abennett@scag.gov'; Shipe, Sarah

Subject: 2025-000315 - State v. John T. Blauvelt - Motion to Transport Sealed Exhibit
Attachments: 2025-000315 - State v. John T. Blauvelt - Motion to Transport Sealed Exhibit.pdf;

2025-000315 - State v. John T. Blauvelt - Proposed Transporation Order.pdf

Dear Ms. Brown,

Attached please find a copy of the Motion to Transport Sealed Exhibits and accompanying Proposed
Transportation Order in the above referenced case that is being filed today with the Court of Appeals.

-Scott Leverett
Admin. Asst. for Sarah Shipe
Appellate Defense






