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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Dear Ms. Howard:
 
As a rare supplement to opposing counsel’s 60-day letter and for clarity, please be advised
that the State has not requested additional briefing as suggested in opposing counsel’s
letter, but a period of time to submit motion(s) based on the sufficiency and/or assertions in
the DBHDD (formerly DMH) report.  This would include a request for possible additional
measures to be taken, or evaluation made, before a full hearing is held.  The State is
continuing to investigate this matter in light of certain assertions made in the July 5, 2025
report.  The State intends to submit its motion(s) to Judge Knie as soon as possible given
the need for additional investigation and consultation and will respectfully request the court
consider the requests to be made.   As the rulings on the motion(s) may or may not affect a
merits hearing, the State is not in the position to agree that the matter is ripe for hearing at
this particular juncture.  While additional briefing may be helpful to the court at a later point,
the State would respectfully leave that to Judge Knie’s discretion and direction.  Thank you.
 
Kind regards,
 
MELODY J. BROWN, Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General 
Office of the South Carolina Attorney General
Capital and Collateral Litigation Section | Office 803-734-6305 | mbrown@scag.gov
P.O. Box 11549 | Columbia, SC 29211
scag.gov
 

 
This email, along with any attachments, is considered confidential and may be legally privileged. If you have received it in
error please notify the sender immediately by reply email and then delete this message from your system. Please do not
copy it or use it for any purposes, or disclose its contents to any other person. This email, and attachments, are subject to
FOIA requests. Thank you for your cooperation.
 
 
From: Lindsey S. Vann <lindsey@justice360sc.org> 
Sent: Monday, July 28, 2025 8:00 AM
To: Supreme Court Filings <supctfilings@sccourts.org>; Knie, Grace G. <gkniej@sccourts.org>; Knie,
Grace Law Clerk (Jillian Lesley) <gknielc@sccourts.org>; Knie, Grace Secretary (Lori Crooke)
<gkniesc@sccourts.org>; Melody Brown <MBrown@scag.gov>; Emily Paavola

Jul 28 2025



<emily@justice360sc.org>
Subject: Wood v. State - Status Letter
 
Attached for filing, please find a status letter in the above referenced case. 
 
Please let me know if you need anything further. Thank you.
 
Best,
Lindsey S. Vann
Executive Director, Justice 360
900 Elmwood Avenue, Suite 200
Columbia, SC 29201  |  (803) 765-1044


