THE STATE OF souTH CAROLUINA
ln The Couwt of Appeals s LCEIVL
e
APPEAL From HokRY COuNTY AuG 18 2023
Court of Geneva\l Sessions , il
SC Court of Appec

Eugent P. Wovy, Civewart Cowrt Judge

\ndictment case WNO. 2025 -5 2Zl- 006> |
Appellate Cose Mo. 202S- 00 UM

Tine Statre . Eespondent,
Vs.

?a»i Edwavrd Chestnut APP{l\(Lﬂ'\' :

OPENING PRO-SE APPELLAMT BRIEF

The Appellant , Ray Edward Clhiestaut , moves

+s HOr\Oft‘).lol-‘& Court 40 Voaca+e his conviction and
sentence in indictment No., 2025 -65-26-000> 1 .

The Appellont | Ray Edword Cnestnut, (herein-

after Mmr. Clhestruct ) wias ]ni'Hall\-' chavged on or about
December 11, 2023 with Trafficking ll&roin | Y groms

or noere | but €S +hoaun U carouﬂs, w1 Violation O€f s.C.
codt. Annotated UU-$3-3710 (e)(3)(a) Stemming from o
alleged controlled buy involding C confidential
‘~formant (CI) on Augqust 2z, zoz3 for approximotely
5§ grams of heroin whit N the myrtle Beackh section
On or Gout feloruury

of Horry County, Sowthh Corolina.
-1, 2024 e, chestnut wos arvested by +Hnre Hovy

Police Depoartment on the alleged Charge ond

County
dayen into custody. On or about Mmorch 2, 2024 mr,
Chhestnut was vreleased from cuostody on a (5,000
Sur ety bond. On TJuly (4, 2025 mr . Chestnut case
wos called for Ariel, after being indicted on or
Obout Febroavy \> 2025 by O grond jury £ov +he
Chovgt ot ‘\'FUL'{:QiC,\CV\g '@Qﬂ‘\'dﬂbﬂ | H (':IVCLW\S or Mmort,
but 1€5s tHhan U grwns, i iotation of S.C. code
Ann. & Hu- s3-310( Ya). ©n Jly - 15,2028 mr,
Chestnut was foond guilty by & jury for
+ra~F{‘~iu¢.‘n¢j fentony | (os indicted) and Sentinced
(pg. 1)



e ¢ = G ¢ mahda+ow\1 +evron oF fwenty ~ five (25) N ears
\‘mPrLSDnm{n‘\'. On or abowt ju\\f tu,'z,ozs" "M r.
Chestnut, Hnvough s attorney ( Rrent P.ern{)
filed a notice of intent 4o appeal. This appeal
fo\lows -

: Mir. Cnestnut was weong fully convicted
oA —\rra{{‘.c\;:r\q Lerntanyl | U groms but €sS dhan 1Y
ramns, S.C code Ann. 8 (U-53-3710(e)(9) by wnfair
qury *rial on TJuwly 1S 2025 before Tudge Eugene
P Wlary, Court of General sessions, Fifteen tina
Tudicial Circwit, Conway, Sovuth Covolina  in
widicktment NO. 2028 -G S-2L-000631 .

Twe Arial ‘“avolved a MisSCovviage of
fustice and racial disecrimination n Violation
Of ‘e \laws ol Sovth Carolimra and Hae Sovih
Covrolina Constitution.

Mr . Cnestnaet wos not atforded wnis
right to pick \his Wry or e involved \n the jur
selection pf Wis Arial wownichk resu\ted 1A & ol 1
wWhite juvy being picked by +lhhe solicitor (Toshua
David HO\{‘orcl) ond d{'.{lp_nse a_-\--kOrne,_\’ ( Bre+t ANen
Pervy) without Mr. Chestnut’s consent. This
Violated +ne Zouth Corolina Roles on Crimine_|
Pvocedure ond due process,

. Cwestnut was not aftfovrded effective
assistonce of covnsel by Wis ottornmey mr. Pervy,
Mr. Chestnut along with \Wis attorrey filed motion
4o relieve ounsel whichh e Ourt denied 1n €error,
mr. ChesStnuty and war, P‘Q..rr»{ informed e court
Hraat there were conflict of interest 195ues between
‘e +wo vased on e cllegotions me. Chestnuet
<tated in \nis motion to velieve cCounsel Filed on

TFJune 2, 2025 ond again on June 1L, 2025 ,
gpeécifically, me Chestnut stated that mc. Pevry

Hweatened Wi and Wie qirlfriend (Konetto
e covritlhouse by

MCCoy) OS Mrey were \e_ao:n@ ( > &
54«:&*&:5 e wo\L\d slap 4hem both tf %ij d.oligj
Zhot Hhe fudtup s e Onaestnut’s pmotion T velieve

counsel wos olso supported by affidavit Lrom

MS, mCCloy . wr. Perry informed +ne covrt that
i ound e Clhhestnat’s | tuoyer ~ c\iant- ve\otionshipe

has deminiskhed so lbad dthatr e (mr. Pervy)
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Cowld not adequadely represent mr. Chestnut D»;W l
Prepare oo delense against +he le"ar‘ﬂ{’f" e OL(
Court evved by vefusing 4o relieve mr. Perry as
coonsel , which basically Lforced wr. C.hc3+:u:1'£:$*
proceed with Avial uow\":r\o\r\: ad{’.tl)uch*f» Es\‘{;%\ud"s
otion by wAr. Perry. “This \!.O\u+§. M. b.
St gamendment cight as Ql.)(l"c‘“"""‘e{Ol Y e
Sooth Corolina Constitution ond Hhe laws of
S?‘L‘i—\/\ Cafrvou}‘h&\g_s-iﬂwf wos net a{{-o.ro\ed CI.ClEC[LaLCL'l"'Q
time do prepare Wis defense ogainst Hag ‘C,Inow@&
( trafficking £fentanyl) as e did nOt receive gl
wasn't alloweeal 4o reyiew o\l e evidence Agoinst
Wim. Specifically | +ne yideo surveillance of 4iae
O“““j{d contro\\ed buu.‘. . C,ln{S‘\—V\\:Ct’ did not se-
Or woasn't Provided Ahe Video surveillance .‘of— +Hre
olleaed contrelled buy wntil e dau1 of 4vial. mr.
chegir\q‘t’ ‘\V'\{‘O\FW\{CI nwis CL*_*OU‘V'\'C\’ ( My, P{f\f\—’) weelks
before 4rial ot We woainted 4o see Hre video
surveiVlance (o€ &\lﬁtﬂ-&d controlled bu»j) S0 ‘hat
he Could prepave Wis defense but mr. Perry failed
10 prodoce e video Luntil iae doy +rial begqun,
“This Violated mr. Clhestnut's due P rocess r?ﬁlﬂfs ond
e Soutn Cavolina Rules o Criminal Procedure, Tive.
Souta Caroltnae Rul\es o Criminmg |
+hat all eNidence aqoinst o defen
Made cnailable 4y Wi
before Avio |
Mr, Q\(\QS‘F\(\L&,T
‘o call Al W itnesses \ne ﬁ%§h13+ ot-for

On WNnis bahald du {
THWE onset of Latald o B

Procedure provices
dant must bbe

.

ded Wi right
- Cocll _‘—O +€S+." \1
‘SPCC‘{"CO-H\’, Prior “do

M7,
B + o *J\(::V;eSMUd- Prodoced aind pro-

So\l ¢
Harovgn Wnis attormey (mr, per 0 (Joshua Holford)

P ¢
(4) potrential W hnesses ( Km\fg‘f) A st of Lous

MCCoy , Ractirae |
Herou\dez., Arviound a N\Clcnig i oond Bigie Sawls

"ouohﬁ Wit +he Contact Nformation o ‘+hes’e
Witnesses” puho he wWanted called 4o testify at
“+rial Concrvning e eyents Haat Ovrose Of tHhe
allRged controlled buy, but Hac Coury fodled 4

issue any svbpoeas for Hhe Witnesses 4o AP P L

(pg.3)



W court. Tnis made 1t difficwlt for mr, Chestnuct to
Pres»zrﬁ- Wis defense against ¥he clhorge. Howev er,
©nly two (2) of Hre witnesses (Kanetta MCcCoy and
Rachael Herandez) actvally appcared and tesdified
due 40 a lack of subpoeas belng issued by +Hae trial
Court. \n any event, f Amanda Mmtunight and Dikle
Savls (Hae Z witnesses Haat didnt appear) wouldl
have been called 10 peesent +estimon dUr-‘na =Ta
Hhe OoUutcome ol e JUry +riod could nave resulted
in a AfLerant outcome for mr. Chestnut, This
tho‘a'l'{d wAr . C_.\n'eS"ﬁf\L{,‘l'—'S du.z_ process r;9h+5 oS W(‘(
as dhe laws of Sowt. Carolima.

Mmr. COhestnut should have received o maistrial
when  throvgh his attorney, mr. Pervy, requested the
'h':al Court (SsSuwe &L mwStricd aft+er e Solicitor's
withess (detective michael T manenei+, Tv.) +estified
and stated Hhat We veviewed orv retvieved my, Cestnut's
prior booking reports Lrom Hre T, Reulbein Lon
Detention CRnter in ovder 10 \d-(.n*.‘{..,, T, - Claesdin oot
40 the Conbidenticd informant (CT). This statentent
Mmade by detecyive manem<eit ,Tr.,, was wnrelatecd
‘0 +he c_,harg-e, (‘i’f&-{lf—;CKﬁhﬁ -Fe_r\-{-an\_‘[ on Ab(‘juﬁi 2%,
2023) and Shouvld not ave betn Known «0 +Hne
Jwry oS 1 allowed e jury Yo Know Ov believe dnat
mr. Chestnut \ad a prior orvest recfprd. “Tihe -Fac-t-Hn
Haat Mmr. Chestnut exercised h\lo@t{*%égwl_/olz
cumendment rigiht and chose not spealk ov to
t+he 2+a.hd du?rlr\ﬁ +riad \llolo:l—-&olt wWis Substanticd
rights when detictive pnanemart Spoke o lwout M.
Chestnut's lbookKing reports from T, Reultn Lon
Detention Center. The YTvial ?Ouf+‘€,rf€d winein
failing o rourt o wmistrial in +Hhis cavse. This
Jiolated +he laws of Sovth Cowro\ina .

Tor anothner veason Mr.hcheitnu'i‘ \ih?:ltéd

ce\ mistrial when Wwe, throug X
Etigvn(ci (ntx%‘#?irrqh reques+cd e le‘ux\ CL?UV*(lﬁsu‘{,
QL mL\Si‘rl-CL‘ oA ev Hreve U\JLT{’_.. K.MWn"C‘l(nSCU‘{P'tCth|€S T
the drog +y pe and [or onolysis . -spcc.{\c,atlmg, ‘+he
TS v et 2023A26:10110093Y) stated Aot e
olleged narcotic L£ield tested positive for Whevoin
but dwrirwj dvial dnhe dvag «G‘O(ev:SiC expert+ (colled o
destify by the covicitor ) Hestified that Hhe
horcotic +ested positive for cocaine and fentanyl,
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Mmr. Unestnut | Yhrough wis atdomey (Mr. Peirry ) questioned
“4ne dmuj -‘EOr{\;\Stc e xpert and asveZi 1fshe V\a.g -(-vcl{,, repovts

40 Show and YOu€ <ot ne nacinine ov e.qu,.‘pwwnf used
do tesi Vne alleged narcotic Wwere working or vrunning
properly or accurately, owut she (drug forensic expert)
4estified and advised e Hvial Court Haat she wos
wnalol€, Yo prouide Oy produce any veports o ‘that affget
mr. Che Sthnact, Hhroovgn s a:i'-hmrn-ev (mr. P‘C"f“l):&fﬂu{d
Hhot without +he report of a Propfyr running ©r
Working maching or equipment in +Hhis CavSE - NO on<
coan really say or conclude whot the oul-{ca-ed NOVCOHC
1S or Lwwas c(uu:nﬂ e Atmme of d*fug +€S~Hr\j, “The Hrledd
cowrt 2rred by refusing 40 grant oo mistriad th  Hais
cas€ given Hae Circumstances, mr, Chesthut’s convicdion

and Sentence Shouwld Hrerefore be vacateod,
CONCLUS IO

Pased on e facts stated albo v
Fhe nterest of Justice, mr. Cnestnut 15 m%—iﬁgd' Yo a
New triecl, Wis Car\u'\(:H’Oh and s&nteince Showld lo-¢.

Nacated.

1S 50 PEANED.,
Ré’SPC»C'f'{K“\j Swlemitied,

/sl Roy CheSinut
L‘l‘f Edwoard Cihestn et
ScVC ¥ 30409y
Kirkiand R E center
LU3UY Breoad River Road
Columbia, SC 2920

Dated:
Auwgqust 1Y, 2025
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
N Twhe Covuvt of Appeals

R ECEIVED)
APPEAL FROM HORRY COUNTY '

Court 0f Gentro|l Se<$sions AUG 18 2025

Euﬂmﬁ P. Woavr, Cirtwit Cowt TJudg-e SC Court Oprpeals

(ndictmaent Case No. 2025-G S~ 2L -00L3 |
Appulcurc Case No. 202S5-001441

e - Stoste : Q&‘SPono\Lh"{',
VS,

Roy Edward Chestnut Appellant,

CERLTIFICATE OfF SERVNICE

T, Roy Edwovd Chestnut, certify +Hhat T lhave
Served o copy Of the attached OPEMING PRO-SE
APPELLANT BRIEF, upon +he parties nomed and addressed
below by Via United States mail with OPPropricte
postage on +his Utk day of Auqust, zozs.

Addressee(s):

Alan MCLCrory wWilson ) Toshuwae Doavid Holfovd

S.C Attorney Geneel Of fice ) Horvy County solicitors Office
{elo]o) Assembu, Street Y 130 Second AvNLnUC
) Conwaoy <S¢ Z2asil

Columbia, S¢ 24201

Pretrt Allen Parry
Attrorney ot Loaw

P.o. Box |\

Comden, SC Z2902|

Bay ClheStnuct

/sl
Ray Edward Chestnut



CONE! TEI

Ray Edward Chestnut | SCOC ¥ 3pubqy
Kirkland Reception and Evaluation Center
H3UY Broad River Road
Columbia, SC 292tl0

August Y, 2o2¢

Caitwndy. ne Hovvison ) cl.tpuj‘\] _é-lfrk._
The Soutl, Cavolina Court of Appeals

PO. Box \\wz24 .
Columbia, $C 2921 | RECEIVED)

Re: The State Us. Ray Edward Clhestnut AUG 18 202
Appe\late case no. 202S-0014Y" SCCOUﬂOprpea[s

Dear. clavik’

Enclosed please €tnd "Opening Pro-se Appellant
Br.ef” 40 we Llled I1n Hre odoove - vefevenceg matier,
T as¥ daat you please +ime-sS tamp and $ile Hhose
Aocuments and returvn o £led copy ASAP.

Thank you (or your tme ound und{rS*}ahd.‘nﬁ s
s mattey. T caracdr\»l oppreciate \ovr assistance.,

Sﬁr\c&r-e_lel

/s ] Ray Clhesbact
Ray Edwewrd Clhestnut

"l iy
Alain MCCrory wi\son E‘Squfr-t
JosShua Daw‘l VMoiford, Esquire
Prett Allen Pe-rrxh Esquire
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