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STATEMENT OF FACTS

On December 26, 2018, a locomotive engineer who was running a train from Pelzer to
Spartanburg noticed a man lying on the ground in the woods about twenty feet from the railroad
tracks. The train had just crossed Chick Springs Road in Taylors, which is located in Greenville
County. The engineer stopped the train out of concern for the individual and the train conductor
went to check on the man. The conductor reported that the man appeared to be deceased. The
engineer notified his dispatcher of the discovery and provided the approximate location of the
body. The train then continued on its journey to Spartanburg. When the engineer finished work
for the day, he asked his dispatcher if the police had found the body and was told they had not.
Consequently, on his way home, the engineer stopped at the crossing, located the body again,
and called the police. R. 144, 1. 12 -148, L. 10.

The deceased individual was identified as Hall Edward Eskew. His hands and feet were
bound together with electrical cords and tape. R. 155, 1l. 11-15. It was determined that he
suffered a single gunshot wound to the back of his head. He also had a laceration on top of his
head with an associated skull fracture as well as abrasions on his face. R. 206, ll. 6-12. The
pathologist testified that the laceration and underlying skull fracture were consistent with being
hit with a hammer or similar object. R. 209, Il. 6-23.

Eskew was reported missing by his sister, Vaughn Overman, on December 26, 2018.
However, the last time Overman spoke to Eskew was on December 14, 2018 and the last activity
on his iPad occurred on December 17, 2018. R. 301, 1. 5 — 307, L. 19; R. 392, 1l. 12-18.
Overman went to Eskew’s house on December 23, 2018 after a friend contacted her and

indicated he had been unable to reach Eskew. Upon entering Eskew’s home, Overman found



that his two safes where he stored his extensive gun and coin collections were open and mostly
empty. R.301,1.9-305,1. 15.

Law enforcement investigating Eskew’s death discovered that his credit card had been
used on December 21, 2018 at QuikTrip (QT), a gas station and convenience store off
Pleasantburg Drive in Greenville. Sergeant David Picone went to the QT and was able to view
surveillance video of the transaction. The footage showed a four door, black Mercedes with a
sunroof at the gas pump where the transaction was made. The vehicle had a paper tag with red
lettering. A black male got out of the vehicle, pumped gas, returned to the vehicle, and then left.
R. 365,1.2-367,1. 19.

Law enforcement also learned that Eskew’s credit card was used to book a hotel room on
Expedia. The reservation was made on December 18, 2018 for a room at the Windham Super 8
Motel in Spartanburg County. The check out date was December 22, 2018. However, no one
showed up for the reservation. The room was booked under the name Edward Hall and the email
address provided by the renter was ggiorector@gmail.com. R.369,1.1-370,1.21.

On December 29, 2018, law enforcement received an anonymous tip from Crime
Stoppers regarding the case. The tip provided a particular address on East Poinsett Street in
Greer. On December 30, 2018, Investigator Tracy King conducted surveillance on the address.
While King was parked in a church parking lot down the street from the residence, he saw a
black Mercedes with a paper tag in the driveway and several individuals outside in the front
yard. R.397,1.17 — 399, 1. 23. King pulled into the driveway and spoke with the individuals in
the yard, including Appellant, James Henry Busey, Abarlee Pierce, and Jimmy Green, Jr. King
determined the Mercedes was consistent with the car Sergeant Picone had seen on the

surveillance footage from the QT. Appellant told King that the vehicle belonged to his brother.



Green allegedly told King after Appellant left that Appellant had been driving the car. R. 403, 1.
6—409,1. 13.

Numerous codefendants testified against Appellant and Wright, including Abarlee Pierce,
Shelby Portch, Steven Sanders, and Jimmy Green, Jr. All four had been charged with various
offenses related to their involvement in this case. Unsurprisingly, their testimony was often
inconsistent with each other and it was apparent that each was attempting to minimizing his or
her own involvement. Generally, these witnesses claimed that Appellant and Jimmy Green sold
cocaine to the decedent in exchange for gold, silver, or platinum coins. R. 724, 1. 11 — 725, 1. 19.
Shortly before Christmas, the decedent came to the residence on East Poinsett Street where
Green lived with his girlfriend, Abby Pierce, to buy cocaine. When the decedent arrived,
Appellant, Wright, Green, Sanders, Pierce, and Portch were present. When the decedent came
through the back door of the residence, Wright struck him in the head with a hammer. The
decedent fell to the floor and the men began beating him and tied his hands and feet together
with charging cords. Appellant, Wright, Sanders, and the decedent then left the residence in the
decedent’s truck. After they left, Green forced Pierce and Portch at gunpoint to clean the blood
off the kitchen floor and wall with bleach. Green then disposed of the cleaning materials and the
hammer. R. 439,1.4—-464,1.20; R. 648, 1. 16 —663, 1. 23; R. 720, 1. 4 — 736, 1. 24.

According to Sanders, Appellant, Wright, Sanders, and the decedent went to the
decedent’s house where they loaded up his guns and coins into his truck. They then drove to the
railroad tracks. Sanders claimed Appellant and Wright forced the decedent to walk down the
railroad tracks at gunpoint. While Sanders was in the truck, he heard a single gunshot.
Appellant and Wright returned to the truck, but the decedent did not. According to Sanders,

Wright had a gun both before he got out of the truck and when he returned to the truck. The



three then retumed to the residence on East Poinsett Street and unloaded the guns and coins. R.
536,1. 1 —549, 1. 8. Portch, who was Wright’s girlfriend, testified that Wright later told her he

shot the decedent. R. 681, 11. 20-24; R. 685, 1. 1-7.
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