
From: Shawn Bingham
To: Court Of Appeals Filings
Cc: Dorothy Pierce; Doug Patrick; Bowman, Chad R.; Kinney, Charles A.; White, Christina; Cooper, Kimberly; Chris

Smith; Loomis, Kenan; Rusty Patrick; Mishkin, Maxwell S.
Subject: Case No. 2024-000739, Pierce v. Edwards, et al.
Date: Friday, August 8, 2025 11:05:43 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Journal Respondents" Motion for Extension 8.8.2025.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Dear Clerk,
 
Please file attached JOURNAL RESPONDENTS’ MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO SERVE
AND FILE RESPONSE TO APPELLANT’S MOTION TO STAY AND MOTION TO VACATE AND
DECLARE VOID AB INITIO.
 
Thank you.
 
Shawn Bingham ​​​​

Partner
Freeman Mathis & Gary, LLP
100 Galleria Parkway | Suite 1600 | Atlanta, GA 30339‑5948
D: 678-996-9090 | C: 404‑423‑3980
Email: sbingham@fmglaw.com | LinkedIn | Bio
www.fmglaw.com | Instagram | Twitter | Facebook

AZ | CA | CO | CT | DE | FL | GA | IL | IN | KY | MA | NJ | NM | NV | NY | OH | PA | RI | TN | TX | WA 
Please read this important notice and confidentiality statement

 
From: Dorothy Pierce <dorothypierce84@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 29, 2025 8:41 PM
To: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>; Doug Patrick <dpatrick@plw.law>;
Bowman, Chad R. <BowmanChad@ballardspahr.com>; Kinney, Charles A. <CAKinney@cozen.com>;
White, Christina <CWhite@cozen.com>; Cooper, Kimberly <KCooper@cozen.com>; Chris Smith
<csmith@clarksonwalsh.com>; Loomis, Kenan <kloomis@cozen.com>; Rusty Patrick
<rpatrick@plw.law>; Shawn Bingham <sbingham@fmglaw.com>; Mishkin, Maxwell S.
<MishkinM@ballardspahr.com>; Amanda Watkins <awatkins@oconeesc.com>; McIntosh, Lawton
Secretary (Tammy Jennings) <lmcintoshsc@sccourts.org>; McIntosh, Lawton Law Clerk (Grace
Kerley) <lmcintoshlc@sccourts.org>
Subject: EMERGENCY FILING in Case No. 2024-000739, Pierce v. Edwards, et al.
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  
In the Court of Appeals 


APPEAL FROM OCONEE COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 


R. Lawton McIntosh, Circuit Judge 


Appellate Case No. 2024-000739 
Common Pleas Case No. 2022-CP-37-00182 


Dorothy Pierce, .................................................................................................................. Appellant, 


v .  
Jerry Edwards, Edwards Group Holdings, Inc., Edwards Printing, Richard Hunt McDuff, MJM 
Law LLC, Riley Morningstar, the Journal Newspaper, Hal Welch, ............................. Respondents, 


JOURNAL RESPONDENTS’ MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO SERVE AND FILE 
RESPONSE TO APPELLANT’S MOTION TO STAY AND MOTION TO VACATE AND 


DECLARE VOID AB INITIO  


Respondents Jerry Edwards, Edwards Group Holdings, Inc., Edwards Printing, Riley 


Morningstar, the Journal Newspaper, and Hal Welch (collectively “Journal Respondents”) move 


pursuant to Rule 263(b), SCACR, for a 14-day extension of the time in which to serve and file their 


response to Appellants’ Emergency Motion to Stay and Motion to Vacate and Declare Void Ab 


Initio. There is good cause for granting this motion.  


The grounds for the requested relief are that the Journal Respondents are engaged in 


ongoing settlement communications with Appellant which may render further briefing 


unnecessary.  







 


 


WHEREFORE Journal Respondents pray for an order extending the time in which to serve 


and file their Response to Appellants’ Emergency Motion to Stay and Motion to Vacate and 


Declare Void Ab Initio by 14 days. 


FREEMAN MATHIS & GARY 
 
/s/ W. Shawn Bingham             
Shawn Bingham 
South Carolina Bar No. 103944 
100 Galleria Parkway, Suite 1600 
Atlanta, GA 30339 
770-818-9090 
sbingham@fmglaw.com 
 
BALLARD SPAHR LLP 
 
Chad R. Bowman 
Pro hac vice 
Maxwell S. Mishkin 
Pro hac vice 
1909 K Street, NW, 12th Floor 
Washington, DC 20006 
202-661-2200 
bowmanchad@ballardspahr.com 
mishkinm@ballardspahr.com 
 
Attorneys for Jerry Edwards, Edwards Group 
Holdings, Inc., Edwards Printing, Riley 
Morningstar, Hal Welch, and the Journal 
Newspaper 


 
  







 


 


THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  
In the Court of Appeals 


APPEAL FROM OCONEE COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 


R. Lawton McIntosh, Circuit Judge 


Appellate Case No. 2024-000739 
Common Pleas Case No. 2022-CP-37-00182 


Dorothy Pierce, .................................................................................................................. Appellant, 


v .  
Jerry Edwards, Edwards Group Holdings, Inc., Edwards Printing, Richard Hunt McDuff, MJM 
Law LLC, Riley Morningstar, the Journal Newspaper, Hal Welch, ............................ Respondents, 
 


PROOF OF SERVICE 
 


I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing  JOURNAL RESPONDENTS’ MOTION FOR 
EXTENSION OF TIME TO SERVE AND FILE RESPONSE TO APPELLANT’S MOTION TO 
STAY AND MOTION TO VACATE AND DECLARE VOID AB INITIO has been served via 


email to the following counsel of record: 


 
Charles A. Kinney, Jr. 


Kenan G. Loomis 
COZEN O’CONNOR 


The Promenade, Suite 400 
1230 Peachtree Street, N.E. 


Atlanta, GA 30309 
cakinney@cozen.com 
kloomis@cozen.com 


 
Attorneys for Richard Hunt McDuff,  


Merrell Jahn & McDuff, and MJM Law, LLC 


I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing  JOURNAL RESPONDENTS’ MOTION 
FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO SERVE AND FILE RESPONSE TO APPELLANT’S 
MOTION TO STAY AND MOTION TO VACATE AND DECLARE VOID AB INITIO has 
been served via email and U.S. Mail to pro se appellant: 


Dorothy Pierce 
750 Mourning Dove Lane 


Seneca, SC 29678 







 


 


dorothypierce84@gmail.com 
 


 
 
 


FREEMAN MATHIS & GARY 
 
/s/ W. Shawn Bingham             
Shawn Bingham 
South Carolina Bar No. 103944 
100 Galleria Parkway, Suite 1600 
Atlanta, GA 30339 
770-818-9090 
sbingham@fmglaw.com 







Caution: This email originated from outside of the FMG organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

 

Clerk of Court,

Please accept for emergency filing the attached document in the above-referenced appeal:
Appellant’s Emergency Motion to Stay Proceedings Commenced in Violation of This
Court's Exclusive Jurisdiction.

This motion requires urgent attention as the lower court has improperly scheduled a hearing
for October 30, 2025, on matters over which it has no jurisdiction.

A check for the required motion filing fee will be sent separately via U.S. Mail.

Thank you for your immediate assistance.

Sincerely,

 
--
DOROTHY PIERCE
Justice is not a Privilege but a Fundamental Human Right.
"TRUTH is TREASON in an EMPIRE of LIES"
 
750 Mourning Dove Lane, Seneca, SC.29678
Tel: 864-324-3247


