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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD

COUNTY OF HORRY C-26-24-0106

 PROBATION VIOLATION HEARING 

---------------------------------------------------

January 15, 2025

BEFORE:  The Honorable S.B. Doby

--------------------------------------------------

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,

Plaintiff,

vs.

KAHMIL COOPER,

Defendant.

--------------------------------------------------

APPEARANCES:

Agent Chandler, Probation Officer
Appearing for the Plaintiff/State.

Clay Pinkerton, Esq.
Appearing for the Defendant.

Official Stenographer Court Reporter
Natalie Dahl, RPR
National Registered Professional Reporter
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PROBATION VIOLATION HEARING

      P R O C E E D I N G S

MR. KAZIAH:  This is Kahmil Cooper for a

violation of probation hearing. 

PROBATION OFFICER:  I'm passing up three

affidavits, two from the victim's mother and one

from the victim.  

THE COURT:  Are they here as well?  

PROBATION OFFICER:  Yes.  

Mr. Cooper was sentenced in Florence County

on April 20th of 2023, five years suspended upon

the service of 18 months, and two years probation

for -- I think for the stalking charge.  His prior

violations started on May 28 of '24 where he failed

to notify or contact probation on or about

April 16, 2024 after being cited for speeding.  

He failed to provide employment verification,

and was considered to be unemployed at that time.  

He failed to be present for a home visit on

May 1, 2024.  

He failed to follow the advice and

instruction of the agent, and he was also in

arrears on some department fees and court fines at

that time.  

We responded with noting him to refrain from

any drug use.  Any positive test would result in a
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PROBATION VIOLATION HEARING

treatment referral at that time.  

There are also some concerns that came up

with the victim's mother in this case, so as

May 30, 2024, he was ordered by the agent to not

have any contact with the victim or any of the

victim's family unless it pertained to the mutual

children.  

He was ordered to make a reasonable effort to

seek and maintain employment to pay his department

fees and court fines.  

Today's current violations included failure

to report.  He failed to report for a telephone

check-in on July 16 of '24 and failed to be present

for a home visit on August 22, 2024.  

He failed to refrain from drug use on

August 29 of 2024.  He tested positive for THC, and

that would have made it his second positive test.  

He failed to maintain employment.  He has not

brought any employment verification to the agent.  

Failure to notify of arrest.  He was arrested

on July 10 of '24 for the following:  Window tint

violation, some traffic violations, child passenger

restraint, as well as two new drug charges and

trafficking fentanyl.  

He was released on July 12, 2024 and failed
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PROBATION VIOLATION HEARING

to notify the agent of that arrest.  

He was arrested again on August 26 for

another drug distribution charge for second offense

and released on August 28 of '24.  He failed to

notify the agent of that as well.  

Failure to pay court fines.  At the time of

the citation, he was $80 in arrears.  

Failure to follow the advice and instruction

of the agent, as well as the special conditions

that were served in-house on May 29th ordering him

to have no contact with the victim's family

members.

According to the second affidavit completed

by the victim's mother on August 21, 2024, he was

found to have violated that contact restriction

order.  

These violations are violations of Conditions

1, 3, 5, 6, 7, 9 and 10.  

The victim's mother is present and would like

to speak at the appropriate time. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  

         EXAMINATION

BY THE COURT:   

Q You are Kahmil Cooper?

A Yes, sir.
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PROBATION VIOLATION HEARING

(KAHMIL COOPER, having been duly sworn,

testified as follows:)

Q (BY THE COURT) Mr. Cooper, are you under the

influence of drugs or alcohol or anything that

would prevent you from understanding what we're

doing today?

A No, sir.

Q Do you have any health or mental health

conditions that would prevent you from

understanding what we're doing?

A No, sir.  

Q In this case, you are represented by Mr.

Pinkerton?

A Yes, sir.

Q We're here on a probation violation.  Do you

understand that?

A Yes, sir. 

Q How do you plead to that, meaning do you

admit that you have violated those probationary

conditions?  

MR. PINKERTON:  I'm sorry to break in.  This

is the case we spoke about in chambers.  I do have

a motion, if I can make that before --

THE COURT:  Oh, yes.  Yes.  I'm sorry.  

MR. PINKERTON:  That's alright, Your Honor.  
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PROBATION VIOLATION HEARING

Mr. Cooper has indicated he does not wish to

have me as his attorney.  We spoke about that this

morning.  I believe he does wish to have this

continued so he can hire a private attorney, but

I'll let him speak on that behalf, if you'll hear

from him, Your Honor?

THE COURT:  Mr. Cooper, I'll be glad to hear

from you.

MR. COOPER:  Yeah.  I informed Clay at this

time -- because he is representing me on my drug

charges, so I was basically telling him, like, hey,

like, I don't want to overwhelm you with all this,

I just want you to focus on stuff that I'm facing

right now.  And I wanted to hire a private

attorney, you know, just so I can have -- like,

because we didn't really -- I know he's so busy

with other clients, and we never really properly

got to talk about the situation until it was, like,

right here, so....

THE COURT:  So Mr. Pinkterton is trained in

the law.  He can provide assistance to you.  Do

you -- 

MR. COOPER:  There's no bad blood between us,

because he's still representing me on my drug

cases, my pending cases right now.
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PROBATION VIOLATION HEARING

THE COURT:  So why don't you want him to

represent you on this probation violation?

MR. COOPER:  See, I didn't know he had all of

the facts at the time, because last time we came to

court, he didn't have a chance to look at the

files.  So I didn't know what was his schedule

between him looking at it now to the last time.  So

I was just like, hey, just not to overwhelm you,

I'll just hire a private attorney.  That's where we

was going.  But it's not because I don't think he's

capable of representing me and he's not doing what

he's supposed to be doing, because I would not have

him representing me on my drug charges.  

THE COURT:  Well, Mr. Cooper, in this case

you have been alleged to violate your probation.

We are going to hear that probationary violation

charge this morning.  

MR. COOPER:  Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  You have a choice whether or not

you can have Mr. Pinkerton or you cannot have Mr.

Pinkerton; that would be your choice.  However, I

will tell you that I am not going to continue the

matter.  If you wish to fire Mr. Pinkerton, you

will then represent yourself.  You understand?

MR. COOPER:  Yes, sir.  That's fine then.
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PROBATION VIOLATION HEARING

That's fine.

THE COURT:  So which one do you want to have

happen? 

MR. COOPER:  I want to have representation. 

THE COURT:  So you want Mr. Pinkerton to

continue to represent you? 

MR. COOPER:  Yes, sir.  I didn't know how the

process goes, so that's how -- like, I didn't know

that.  I'm not really familiar with the court and

how it goes, but I wanted to try to have a private

attorney, but that was it.  

THE COURT:  Okay.  Mr. Cooper, with your

lawyer, Mr. Pinkerton, with you, do you admit you

violated the conditions of your probation as

outlined? 

MR. COOPER:  The contact.... 

MR. PINKERTON:  One moment, Your Honor. 

(Mr. Pinkerton and Mr. Cooper confer.)

MR. PINKERTON:  If I can speak on Mr.

Cooper's behalf briefly?  

THE COURT:  Yes, sir.  

MR. PINKERTON:  He does admit to having

contact with the original victim in this case;

however, he does not admit to having contact with

the victim's mother.  She was actually not even the
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PROBATION VIOLATION HEARING

original victim on the case.  Probation just put

her on there at some point.

He also does not admit to being in arrearage.

According to the violation report I've received, it

shows he's in zero arrearage for all court-ordered

fines, Your Honor.

The victim is -- the original victim,

Desiree, is here.  They have three children in

common.  They also have another child on the way.

She's here on his behalf.  I believe there was an

affidavit that was handed up that she did not want

to go forward with this today either.  She would

like to speak at the appropriate time.  But the

only violation we actually admit to is contact with

the original victim.

THE COURT:  All right.  When was the

additional victim added to the no-contact order?   

PROBATION AGENT:  Yes, Your Honor.  That was

added as of May 29, 2024.  That's when the victim's

mother -- the additional victim -- completed an

affidavit in our office alleging some, basically,

threatening messages coming from Mr. Cooper to the

victim's mother.  So after that first affidavit, we

handled that in-house with Mr. Cooper and issued

the violation to order him to have no contact with
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PROBATION VIOLATION HEARING

the victim or the victim's family in this case.

And then she came back again on August 21 of the

same year, a few months later, with more complaints

against him and did a second affidavit.  

MR. PINKERTON:  And, Your Honor, he was never

charged with anything as far as that is concerned.

PROBATION AGENT:  That is on the affidavit on

our citation and on our violation report as well.

THE COURT:  So Mr. Cooper admits to having

contact with the original victim, violating his

condition of probation and the no contact order

with the original victim?  

PROBATION AGENT:  We have not charged him

with having contact with the original victim on

today's citation and violation report; however, she

is with him on his behalf today, but that's not

what we originally charged him with. 

THE COURT:  So the State did not charge him

with a violation of contact with the original

victim, because the original victim did not wish to

violate on that?

PROBATION AGENT:  Initially, no.  I wasn't

really in contact with her much when this was

happening.  This was more contact with the victim's

mother.  The basis of our violations is the law
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PROBATION VIOLATION HEARING

enforcement contact, not maintaining employment,

and then contact with the victim's mother after he

was already told not to have contact with her, and

he signed and agreed to that on May 29 of 2024.

THE COURT:  So, Mr. Pinkerton, tell me

specifically what Mr. Cooper admits that he

violated as part of that probationary sentence?  

(Mr. Pinkerton and Mr. Cooper confer.)

MR. PINKERTON:  I'm sorry, Your Honor.  The

only violation he does admit to is contact with the

original victim, not the mother.

THE COURT:  Which is not a probationary

violation that you allege at this point?

PROBATION AGENT:  Not on our original

citation and violation report; however, today,

knowing that she came on his behalf, that is

something we would need to address at some point.

THE COURT:  So sounds like we need to have a

hearing then in regards to his violation of those

things.  

He has not admitted to any of the alleged

violations; is that correct?

MR. PINKERTON:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Are you ready to tell me what

happened?
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PROBATION VIOLATION HEARING

PROBATION AGENT:  Yes, Your Honor.  Do you

want me to put the original violation back on the

record?

THE COURT:  Please.  

PROBATION AGENT:  Today's violations include

a violation to report.  He failed to report for a

telephone check-in on July 16, 2024 and failed to

be present for a home visit on August 22, 2024,

despite having advanced notice of that scheduled

home visit.

He failed to refrain from drug use.  At the

time of the citation on August 29 of '24, he tested

positive for THC.  

Failure to maintain employment.  He has not

provided any verification of being employed to the

agent.  

Failure to notify of arrest.  He was arrested

on July 10 of '24 for the following:  Window tint

and some traffic violations, as well as drug

distribution and trafficking fentanyl.  He was

released on those charges on July 12, 2024, and he

failed to notify the agent of that arrest.

He was arrested again on August 26 of 2024

for another drug distribution charge, a second

offense, and was released on August 28.  He failed

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

13



    14

PROBATION VIOLATION HEARING

to notify the agent of that as well.  

At the time of this citation, he was in

arrears on court fines; however, since that day, he

has paid those. 

Failure to follow the advice and instruction

of the agent as noted in the listed violations, as

well as special conditions.  He was served

in-office on May 29, 2024.  He was ordered to have

no contact with any of the victim's family members.

According to a second affidavit completed by the

victim's mother, on August 21, 2024, he was found

to have violated that contact restriction order.

THE COURT:  And Ms. Lakeya Davis is present,

and she would like to speak?

PROBATION AGENT:  Yes.

THE COURT:  Ms. Davis, if you will, come

forward.

Good morning, Ms. Davis.

MS. DAVIS:  Good morning.

THE COURT:  What would you like to tell me

about these allegations?  I understand you have

done two affidavits?

MS. DAVIS:  Yes.  

THE COURT:  And I've had a chance to look at

those briefly, and I'll look at them further.  What
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PROBATION VIOLATION HEARING

would you like to tell me?

MS. DAVIS:  I would like to say that I was

not the victim in this original charge that he has

of the stalking charge, but this is not my first

run-in with Mr. Cooper.  Him harassing me stems all

the way back to 2014/15 or so when -- he has a

violent history of violence with my daughter.  He

was sentenced -- I can't remember what year, maybe

'17 -- as a Youthful Offender, and he was sentenced

to probation for that.  He went back to -- went to

prison for violation because he stalked and

harassed me then.  He showed up at my job.  He sent

text messages.  It was just a mess.  So this has

been years of harassment.  

So this time, this case that was in Florence,

I was not a victim at the time of that.  It was

Desiree Davis and my daughter, Skyler, which he

harassed and chased down in Florence with a gun.

So when he got out, I want to say in October,

he sent me a next message via Facebook saying he

was going to kill me and my whole family.  At the

time, I didn't know it was him until later on in

March where he and I corresponded about my

grandson.  At the time, it was his birthday and he

wanted to see him.  He had the other two kids, so I
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PROBATION VIOLATION HEARING

was, like, okay.  I put my differences to the side

because he wanted to go.  He was taking them out

for his birthday, so I let him go, and that is how

I realized it was him telling me he was going to

kill me and my family, and it continued on and on.

So I contacted Ms. Chandler and told her, Hey, I

have this issue, he said this, but I didn't know it

was him.  So I wrote a statement, and I gave her

the text messages, screen shot them and gave them

to her.  

So he just kept sending me messages via

Facebook.  There's a slew of them.  He would send

them.  Sometimes he would un-send them.  And, then,

I think it was May, he was told not to contact me

again.  Shortly after he signed that paper, he

contacted me again threatening me with -- just

harassing me.  I don't know why he likes to harass

me, but he is just so adamant about contacting me.  

Like I said, I don't know if he knows where I

work this time.  He hasn't shown up at my work or

my home, but he has a really violent history of

domestic violence.

THE COURT:  Thank you.  Anything else you

would like to tell me?  

MS. DAVIS:  I won't feel safe if he is in the
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PROBATION VIOLATION HEARING

community.  

THE COURT:  Okay.  

Also, Ms. Desiree Davis is present.  Would

she like to be heard?

MS. DESIREE DAVIS:  Hello.

THE COURT:  Good morning.  What would you

like to tell me about the situation?

MS. DESIREE DAVIS:  I honestly -- I'm in the

middle, obviously, and --

THE COURT:  You need to talk up.

MS. DESIREE DAVIS:  I feel like I'm in the

middle of the situation with my mom and, of course,

my kids' dad.  We've been through a lot, me and my

kids' dad, but that was when we were younger.  We

kind of put it behind us and take care of our kids.

My mom, I'm -- I wasn't there when whatever

was said on Facebook.  I'm not aware of that, and I

don't know what -- why he would even have to go

through her.  He has no reason to go through her,

because I always have my kids.  So he has no reason

or she has no reason -- they have no reason to talk

to each other.

I just feel like -- I don't know.  I don't

want to be in the middle of this.  I don't feel he

should go to jail.  I am concerned for my mom just
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PROBATION VIOLATION HEARING

because she's feeling like she's unsafe.  But like

she said, he doesn't know anything like her

information or business and has no reason to

contact her.  I don't want to be in the middle.  I

don't want anything bad to happen or anything like

that.

THE COURT:  Do you and Mr. Cooper reside

together?  Do you live together?

MS. DESIREE DAVIS:  No.

THE COURT:  Where does he live?

MS. DESIREE DAVIS:  I'm not sure.

THE COURT:  Has he ever lived with you since

he got put on probation?

MS. DESIREE DAVIS:  No.

THE COURT:  Anything else you would like to

tell me?

Okay.  Thank you.

MR. PINKERTON:  Your Honor, if I may address

the alleged contact from my client and her mother.

They were allegedly Facebook messages.  Probation

has not provided me anything to verify that they

actually came from him or he had control of that

account.

THE COURT:  Okay. 

I have two affidavits from Lakeya Davis and
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PROBATION VIOLATION HEARING

one from Desiree Davis.  Is there any objection if

I make these an exhibit in the case?  

MR. PINKERTON:  No, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  We'll do all three of them as

Court's Exhibit 1.   

(Court's Exhibit 1 marked.)

THE COURT:  Anything further from the State?

PROBATION AGENT:  I would just like to

clarify two things.  I do have the screen shots

here.  I just figured since the affidavits were

there.  But the way the victim's mom realized it

was him, in that same thread there was a

conversation about meeting with his son.  They were

going to arrange that visit, like she said, and in

that same thread is when -- it is under a different

name on a Facebook Messenger, but to clear that up,

that is when the threatening messages started.  

And the second thing, the victim's mom did

her steps in that, but then they were unable to

serve that.  They went out to the address that we

have on file for him, that he reported to be living

at.  I think they went a couple of times, and they

were told he does not live there, so they couldn't

serve him, essentially.

THE COURT:  All right.  Anything further from
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PROBATION VIOLATION HEARING

the State?

PROBATION AGENT:  Not at this time.

THE COURT:  Mr. Pinkerton?

MR. PINKERTON:  Your Honor, we respectfully

ask that you not violate Mr. Cooper's probation.

He does have two pending cases, and we're trying to

work it out with the Solicitor's Office.  There is

no drug reports back on those.  There is still

outstanding discovery that is pending.  

And, Your Honor, you have heard from

Ms. Davis here, and she does not want him violated.

And, once again, Ms. Davis was not the original

victim in this, and all the messages that have been

provided have not been verified that they actually

came from my client.

THE COURT:  Okay.  As I understand, your

client was sentenced to five years, suspended on

the service of 18 months, time served.  So what

sentence did he have initially?  

MR. PINKERTON:  He had five years suspended

on the service of 18 months, time served, with two

years of probation, credit for 190 days.  He

actually did do prison time on it.  

THE COURT:  So the sentence was 18 months, he

got credit for 190 days? 
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MR. PINKERTON:  Yes, Your Honor. 

MR. COOPER:  Anything further?  

MR. PINKERTON:  No, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  Mr. Cooper, anything you want to

say?  

MR. COOPER:  You know, like Mr. Pinkerton

said, the original victim, we have kids together,

and she doesn't want me to go to prison, you know.

Because whenever I do run into money, I help them,

you know.  Like we have -- my last child I had with

her is autistic.  She's Level 3, so she's like

non-verbal, so she can't talk.  She can't -- she

don't have a mind of her own.  She needs someone,

like -- and, you know, when I do be around her, she

understands that she has protection.  Just like she

said up here, we be going through this stuff for

years, and we starting to put this stuff behind us.

Our kids are getting older.  My oldest child with

her is ten and we have a three- and a

four-year-old.  The four-year-old has a speech

impediment, and my daughter is the autistic to

third-degree.  That is the worse autism you can

have.  And she came to me and was like I need help.

She knows I'm willing to give the shirt off my back

for her.  So I didn't force her to come up here or
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to say anything in my favor.  Because I'm supposed

to get -- my date for probation was the 23rd.  I

was supposed to get off next week, so I was trying

to put this behind me.  I went to prison for this.

I sat and did my time for it, and I just want to

put this behind me.  I don't have no problem with

her mom, even though what she's trying to do to me.

I forgive her.  It's okay, because I don't want to

carry no hate in my heart, because I don't want to

feel any type of way about her -- love my kids and

feel some type of way about her, and have my kids

feel some type of way about their grandma.  I'm not

doing that.  I don't want to go to prison.  I don't

want to see those jail cells no more, and I just

want to continue with my life, sir.

THE COURT:  Where do you reside?

MR. COOPER:  I stay in Myrtle Beach, South

Carolina with my mom.

THE COURT:  Okay.  

You're not in jail right now; is that

correct?

MR. COOPER:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  You bonded out?

MR. COOPER:  Yes, sir.  And Mr. Clay has been

working the other charges, and he's been doing
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everything I ask him, so I couldn't ask more from

him than what he's doing for me now.

MR. PINKERTON:  And Mr. Cooper has shown up

for all of his court dates.

THE COURT:  I'm going to take this under

advisement very briefly.

Officer, if you will, take him into custody,

because I want him here when I get back.  

We'll take ten minutes.  

(A recess was taken.)  

THE COURT: Mr. Cooper -- let me just say

before I sentence Mr. Cooper, Ms. Davis, Lakeya

Davis, you should contact law enforcement or some

magistrate or somebody to make complaints about

what you alleged in your affidavits, okay.  So I

want to make sure that you understand that might be

necessary to protect yourself.  Do you understand

that?

MS. DAVIS:  I did.

THE COURT:  Okay.

MS. DAVIS:  Yes, sir, I did, and they weren't

able to serve him because they said he didn't live

there.

THE COURT:  Okay.  So you can still pursue

those things even after today, okay.  And I want to
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make sure that you take steps necessary to protect

yourself, okay.  You understand what I mean?

MS. DAVIS:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  Now, having said that, Mr.

Cooper, I do find that the allegations of your

violation of probation have been, to my mind,

proven true.  I find there is substantial and

willful violation of your probationary sentence as

outlined by the probation agent in this case --

yes, sir, hold on a minute.

MR. COOPER:  Okay.

THE COURT:  So I do find there is substantial

and willful violation.  As a result of that, I'm

revoking your probation in full and imposing the

sentence.  You will receive whatever credit that

you are entitled to as determined by the Department

of Corrections.  And that is the sentence of the

Court.  

Yes, sir, if you would like to tell me

something very briefly.

MR. COOPER:  Yeah.  I was going to tell you

that my baby's mama back there, she just found out

she was pregnant, and this is a five-year sentence,

and I won't be able to probably see when my child

gets born.  I was hoping if I could talk to you and
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be like, hey -- because I had BIP classes that I

was sentenced to from this probation from Florence.

That is the Behavioral Intervention Program.  I had

26 weeks of classes.  And the lady, I know she

spoke to her, and she was like from when he first

got to class until when he ended, his attitude

changed and stuff like that.  

I was -- before you even made your decision,

I was going to see if you could, like, extend my

probation and could you put me in some type of

classes, because I'm not trying to hurt my kids'

grandma.  Like, that's not what I'm supposed to do.

Like -- like....

THE COURT:  Yes, sir.  However, probation is

a privilege, and I find you have substantially

violated those conditions of probation, and that

has been wilful.  Sir, probationary sentences have

to be complied with.  It is the order of the Court

that you are revoked in full.  Thank you, and good

luck.

(Whereupon, the hearing concluded.)
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