
 THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  

 IN THE COURT OF APPEALS  

   

   

 APPEAL FROM THE HORRY COUNTY  

 COURT OF COMMON PLEAS  

   

 THE HONORABLE WILLIAM SEALS, CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE  

   

 DOCKET NO. 2024-002044  

   

   

 In the Matter of the Care and Treatment of Paul Shuler II, Appellant 

   

   

 MOTION FOR DISMISSAL CLARIFICATION AND INSTRUCTION  

 

 Kindle K. Johnson, the undersigned appointed counsel for the Appellant Paul Shuler II, 

respectfully moves this Court for clarification and instruction regarding the status of this appeal 

and counsel’s duties therein.  She submits the following to the best of her knowledge.  

1. Appellant’s Initial Brief and Designation of Matter was filed on July 4, 2025.   

2. On or about July 8, 2025, Appellant, acting pro se, filed in the Horry County Clerk of Court a 

document entitled “Petitioner’s Rebuttal.” Undersigned counsel subsequently received notice 

of this filing by email from the Horry County Clerk on July 16, 2025.  A copy of both the pro 

se filing and the Clerk’s email notification are attached as Exhibit 1. 

3. On August 22, 2025, undersigned counsel met with Appellant.  During that meeting, Appellant 

verbally expressed his desire to dismiss his direct appeal.  Undersigned counsel advised that 
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she disagreed with Appellant’s reasoning for doing so and cautioned that dismissal could 

negatively affect his rights.   

4. On August 29, 2025, undersigned counsel received notice from the South Carolina Attorney 

General’s Office that Appellant had moved to dismiss his appeal.  A copy of both the pro se 

filing and the South Carolina Attorney General’s Office email notification are attached as 

Exhibit 2.

5. On September 4, 2025, undersigned counsel received this Court’s letter declining to rule on 

Appellant’s September 2, 2025 pro se correspondence to withdraw his appeal.

6. On September 10, 2025, undersigned counsel received notice of a letter from Appellant, dated 

August 22, 2025 and filed with the Horry County Clerk on September 2, 2025, in which 

Appellant requests that counsel be removed from the case and that his appeal be dropped.1  The 

letter also requests a ruling on Appellant’s previously filed pro se motion for less restrictive 

accommodations.  A copy of both Appellant’s letter and the and the Clerk’s email notification 

are attached as Exhibit 3.

7. Undersigned counsel continues to believe this appeal should proceed.  Prior to this Motion, she 

had already begun working on Appellant’s Final Brief and ordered preparation of the Record 

on Appeal in this case.   However, out of respect for Appellant’s expressed wishes and the 

procedural posture of this matter, undersigned counsel requests the Court clarify whether 

counsel should proceed with the preparation and filing of the Final Brief and the Record on 

Appeal or whether the appeal will be dismissed upon Appellant’s request.

1 In the letter, Appellant inaccurately states that counsel informed him withdrawal was not possible; in fact, counsel 
only expressed disagreement with Appellant’s decision to appeal and advised him that any request for her to be 
removed as his attorney should be directed to the Court.   



8. In the event this Court directs that the appeal shall proceed, undersigned counsel further seeks

instruction on whether Appellant’s pro se “Petitioner’s Rebuttal” should be included in the

Record on Appeal.

Undersigned counsel respectfully submits that she believes continuation of this appeal serves 

Appellant’s best interests and preserves his constitutional rights, despite his request and intention 

to terminate his appeal.  Nevertheless, undersigned counsel recognizes the Court’s ultimate 

authority to determine whether Appellant may unilaterally withdraw his appeal at this stage and 

under these circumstances. 

WHEREFORE, undersigned counsel prays this Court will (1) clarify whether Appellant’s 

desire to dismiss his appeal controls; (2) instruct undersigned counsel whether to proceed with the 

appeal; and (3) if the appeal is to proceed, instruct counsel as to whether to include Appellant’s 

pro se “Petitioner’s Rebuttal” in the Record on Appeal and amend the Designation of Matter 

accordingly. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

s/Kindle K. Johnson 

September 11, 2025 

Kindle K. Johnson 

S.C. Bar No. 72926

K. Johnson Law Firm

Mailing Address

223 E Main St, Suite 500

Rock Hill, SC 29730

803.329.1900

kjohnson@kjohnsonlawfirm.com

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT



EXHIBIT 1 

Appellant’s pro se “Petitioner’s Rebuttal” (filed July 8, 2025) and 

Horry County Clerk email notification (July 16, 2025)  



1

Kindle Johnson

From: Williamson, Bridgett <WilliamB@horrycountysc.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, July 16, 2025 10:11 AM
To: Kindle Johnson; jimfisher@scag.gov; nicolekohls@scag.gov
Subject: 23-4874 Shuler
Attachments: 23-4874 Rebuttal.pdf

Importance: High

Good morning! 

The attached document was submitted by Mr. Shuler on July 8, 2025. 

Thanks! 
Bridgett 

Bridgett Williamson | Supervisor 
Horry County Government 
Clerk of Court – Common Pleas 
1301 2nd Avenue, Conway, SC 29526 
(843) 915-6747 | Fax: (843) 915-6081
williamb@horrycountysc.gov 
www.horrycountysc.gov 

~~~ CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE ~~~ This message is intended only for the addressee and may contain information that is 
confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, do not read, copy, retain, or disseminate this message or any 
attachment. If you have received this message in error, please contact the sender immediately and delete all copies of 
the message and any attachments. 

**** 

All e-mail correspondence to and from this address may be subject to public disclosure under the South 
Carolina Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). This correspondence is intended exclusively for the 
individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is proprietary, privileged, 
confidential or otherwise legally exempt from disclosure.  





















EXHIBIT 2 

Appellant’s pro se “Motion to Dismiss” and S.C. Attorney General’s Office email notification 

(August 29, 2025) 



1

Kindle Johnson

From: Abigail Hawley-Browder <abigailhawley@scag.gov>
Sent: Friday, August 29, 2025 10:28 AM
To: Kindle Johnson
Cc: Chris Runyan
Subject: Client Mail
Attachments: Shuler Mail.pdf

Good morning Kindle, 

We received this from your client today regarding his appeal. We have our Initial Brief ready that we will 
be filing with the court later today. Would you like us to send this to the Court of Appeals?  

Thank you, 

Abigail Hawley-Browder, Legal Assistant  
South Carolina Attorney General’s Office 
Sexually Violent Predator’s Unit | Office 803-734-4156 
P.O. Box 11549 | Columbia, SC 29211  
scag.gov   

This email, along with any attachments, is considered confidential and may be legally privileged. If you have received it in error please notify the sender 
immediately by reply email and then delete this message from your system. Please do not copy it or use it for any purposes, or disclose its contents to 
any other person. This email, and attachments, are subject to FOIA requests. Thank you for your cooperation.







EXHIBIT 3 

Appellant’s pro se Letter (filed September 2, 2025) and  

Horry County Clerk email notification (September 10, 2025) 



1

Kindle Johnson

From: Williamson, Bridgett <WilliamB@horrycountysc.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 4:47 PM
To: Kindle Johnson; jimfisher@scag.gov; nicolekohls@scag.gov
Subject: 23-4874 Paul Shuler
Attachments: 23-4874 Letter.pdf

Importance: High

Good afternoon! 
Please see the attached letter submitted by Paul Shuler in this case. 
Thanks! 
Bridgett 

Bridgett Williamson | Supervisor 
Horry County Government 
Clerk of Court – Common Pleas 
1301 2nd Avenue, Conway, SC 29526 
(843) 915-6747 | Fax: (843) 915-6081
williamb@horrycountysc.gov 
www.horrycountysc.gov 

~~~ CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE ~~~ This message is intended only for the addressee and may contain information that is 
confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, do not read, copy, retain, or disseminate this message or any 
attachment. If you have received this message in error, please contact the sender immediately and delete all copies of 
the message and any attachments. 

**** 

All e-mail correspondence to and from this address may be subject to public disclosure under the South 
Carolina Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). This correspondence is intended exclusively for the 
individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is proprietary, privileged, 
confidential or otherwise legally exempt from disclosure.  





THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE COURT OF APPEALS 

APPEAL FROM THE HORRY COUNTY COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

THE HONORABLE WILLIAM SEALS, CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 

DOCKET NO. 2024-002044 

In the Matter of the Care and Treatment of Paul Shuler II, Appellant 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby asserts she has served a copy of the Motion for Dismissal Clarification and 

Instruction on the below listed parties at their stated email addresses (or postal addresses if specifically indicated 

below), by attaching a copy of the same on September 11, 2025, addressed as follows: 

VIA EMAIL TO ATTORNEYS FOR RESPONDENT 

Christopher Runyan 

Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General 

S.C. Bar No. 104740

crunyan@scag.gov
Post Office Box 11549 
Columbia, SC 29211 

(803) 734-5254 

Joseph Corrao 

Assistant Attorney General 

S.C. Bar No. 106300

josephcorrao@scag.govumbia,

SC 29210 

Abigail Hawley-Browder 

Legal Assistant  

South Carolina Attorney General’s Office 

abigailhawley@scag.gov 

VIA USPS MAIL TO APPELLANT 

Paul Shuler II 

4546 Broad River Rd. 
Columbia, SC 29210 

Respectfully Submitted, 

s/Kindle K. Johnson 

September 11, 2025 

Kindle K. Johnson 

S.C. Bar No. 72926

K. JOHNSON LAW FIRM
223 E Main St, Suite 500

Rock Hill, SC 29730

803.329.1900

kjohnson@kjohnsonlawfirm.com

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT 

Sep 11 2025


